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NOTICE. 

The Volume can be separated into either Two or Four Parte 
without injury to the binding; Advent Sunday, Sexagesima, 
Trinity Sunday, and the Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity, all 
commencing new subjects, and on separate sheets. The Har- 
mony of the Gospels can also be detached. 

Besides the Characters and Titles of Christ {see p. 405), a 
page is provide for every day that can possihly occur in the 
course of the year, arranged according to the Christian sea- 
sons; i.e., for four full weehs in Advent, six in Epiphany, 
and twenty-seven in Trinity, besides the fixed season from 
Septuagesima to Trinity Sunday; also for all the days of 
the Month that can fall between Christmas-day and the First 
Sunday after JEpiphany, Those who use the booh day by day 
should look forward when these seasons approach, and either 
exchange the earlier weeks for the later ones in successive 
years, or else add a second portion,from time to time, at some 
other part of the day, from Me weeks which would be otherwise 
omitted, many of the subjects of which are of quite equal tm- 
portance with those of the rest of the work. {See p. 416 ; and 
with regard to festivals and special occasions, pp. 413-415.) 



'* Single acts of virtue, wroiigfat by the grace of God, are 
the Bteps to heaven— whether inward, of faith, or hope, or 
love breathed from the soul to God, . . or outward . . of self- 
denjring love, or peacemaking, or active service." 

" Pray we for the grace of Grod to do each single act as 
He shall will, to His glory; and He will lead us whither as 
yet we know not." 



THE PATH OF THX JUST IS AS A SHIITIMO LIGHT, WHICH 
SHIMETH MORE AVD MORS UMTO THE PERFECT DAY. 
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that results from the neglect of it. To read a little, 
with reflection, prayer, and practical self-applica- 
tion, is better than to read much without it, which, 
if of any, is of little profit. Such thoughts as are 
suggested in this book are not intended as readings 
in themselves, and are therefore often abrupt ; but 
only as helps to reflection and meditation on the 
Bible reading of the day, where that is connected 
with the Gospel history. They ought to be accom- 
panied, where there is time and opportunity, with 
consideration of the other parts of Scripture re- 
ferred to. To use the whole in this manner might 
occupy considerable time ; but it would be better 
to take a part only, and do so, than to read the 
whole, and keep the Bible closed. And, indeed, 
no greater calamity could well befal any than to put 
forth a work which would lead men from, instead 
of drawing them towards, those pages of revela- 
tion. However much they have been misused by 
men opposing their private judgment to the con- 
curring testimony of the great Christian body, and 
building up divisions upon it, or however carelessly 
many may have read them, those blessed pages must 
ever be received by the faithful and humble, as 
among the greatest gifts that could have been be- 
stowed by God on a fallen world. 

Besides having in view the above object, the writer 
has known for many years that a want has been felt 
of some small manual, so arranged as to furnish 
suitable thoughts for every day in the year, accord- 
ing to the Christian seasons, for members of the 
Church of England. Knowing this, he could not 
but believe it to be providentied that a Latin work 
fell in the way of a friend, who first made him ac- 
gtxainted with it, of which one portion was ter^ ^"^^^ 
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able for this purpose.' To that work all who profit 
in any way by this are, under the blessing of God, 
indebted for the general arrangement, for almost 
all the subjects, and by far the greater number of 
thoughts in the following pages ; the work of the 
writer haying been mainly to select from it, and, 
where the references to holy Scripture were incom- 
plete, to seek for others, and add at the foot of each 
page some short text, which might during the day 
help to impress the whole on the mind. The sub- 
jects of the book are limited to the Gospel history ; 
but this, indeed, is the centre of all, to which all 
else refers. Other parts of holy Scripture illustrate 
it, and, as far as space permitted, have been freely 
used in the references. Those who have leisure 
might with advantage search for more in that inex- 
haustible treasury. 

In the use of all such religious exercises it seems 
considered well, if possible, to give the earliest morn- 
ing thoughts to tiikem (a habit greatly assisted by 
reading over tiie subject, where it is practicable, the 
evening before), and then, praying for the aid of the 
Holy Spirit of God, endeavour to realise or bring to 
mind the events and persons of which we read, and 
consider the lesson Grod intended to teach us by the 
narrative. By this we may test our own lives and 
conduct ; and whether penitence or thanksgiving be 
the proper result, we should always endeavour to 
raise our affections towards God our Creator. Re- 
deemer, and Sanctifier, and form new resolutions, 
by His grace, to live more conformably with His 

^ Vor the Harmmiy, th« writeT im Vn<lLe\llte^\A^AlA^sXwrax% 
of GreiweU «jid lownsend; and for % TeNVAnm ^ t^ ^<^ 
qaoUtioBB, u the work passed ihiox^pii 1i)^^ -f^tmAt ^^ ^'^ 
Jkitoar and loft o/ another. 
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will and His word. la so small a space as is al- 
lotted to each day la this book, it would haye been 
impossible to express at length, if at all, the affec- 
tions and resolutions which might be the fruit of 
such a consideration of holy Scripture as these pages 
axe intended to help. Indeed, they were not ex- 
pressed at full in the original work, probably from 
the consciousness of the author of that part of the 
work (intimated by him in the introduction to it), 
that they must to each person be the gift of God. 
Such sensible emotions are not in our own power ; 
the Holy Spirit of Grod can alone enkindle them 
in any heart. If they are not always given, we 
should not be discouraged ; when they are, we should 
welcome them, pour them forth again, and be 
thankfuL 

If the thoughts appear in some instances too 
severe and discouraging, it may be truly urged, that 
while meditation on the love of God in Christ to 
sinners is the true antidote to formality, so is the 
habit of practical self-inquiry, in some form, what- 
ever it be called, an essential safeguard against a 
yague and mere general profession of religion. But 
still more safely it may be urged that the practical 
part of the Christian life, so especially needful to 
all in secular callings, is the daily struggle to con- 
form to the will of God, to compare ourselves with 
His standard, to know and confess our guilt, and 
to set ourselves steadily on the work of amend- 
ment. It is the office of the Spirit of God, the 
" Comforter," to " reprove*' and ** convince ;'* and 
of the word of Grod to '' pierce even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit,'' and to be '' the diacemer 
of the thoughts and intents of the heart" Except 
Xfton? Ae any to whom from the first dawn olVoSasiis^ 
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it has been granted to abide in Him, untainted by 
habitual or wilful sin, and fiUed with His Spirit and 
His loye, the first step to all real lore of God is the 
fear of Him, and the consequent conTiction of sin, 
8eIf>condemnation, and self-abasement which must 
follow in all who are led of the Spirit to true co«- 
▼ersion of heart. Nor would it be safe to shrink 
from the knowledge of ourselves, or from this hum- 
bling comparison, lliese steps once gained, die 
balm is at hand. There are, indeed, many cases in 
which the work of penitence is long, and full of 
painful doubts and harassments, and far be it from 
any to say that this may not be in the end both the 
deepest and most abiding work. Yet to others the 
mercy of God has vouchsafed speedier consolation 
and peace, and earlier visions of His love. But of 
each it is true, that they who know themselves best, 
vriU desire to know Him most. To have any other 
refuge than the cross of Christ, is to have no shelter 
at aU. They who have any real hope seek it here. 
Tbis will, in His own good time, be found alike 
ikhe stay of all ; and the knowledge of Jesus, and 
communion witii Him, will increase hour by hour 
to those that seek it, until the soul loses the re- 
membrance of its own misery in the abiding sense 
of His presence and His love. 

Notwithstanding the impression which he is pre- 
pared to believe the first opening of this book may 
produce of stiffness and formality, the writer looks 
oack with encouragement to the daily comfort and 
assistance which it has given him during several 
successive years. The certainty that ^'& ^q'^'^^jX^ 
to which it may lead are not yet \>eg;aTL \jo "V^ «*-- 
hausted, gives him a hope tViat "he tok^ tloX. \iS«^ 
hdxmred, if it can be called laboxur, tot "VsasMsdS. < 
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for others, in vain. The end of all meditation is to 
learn more of God, and to become more like Him ; 
not to stand still, or merely to lament our deficiency, 
but to stir ns up in earnest to renew the fight, in 
the strength of God, in hourly consciousness of the 
presence of Christ, and in the power of His Holy 
Spirit, and His holy Word. If only such works are 
used day by day, as this is intended, to lead to and 
not from the holy Scriptures, and in occasional mo- 
ments of leisure to revive the recollection of them, 
he has no fear ; for there, if any where, men will 
find the true picture of their own perverseness, 
ignorance, and waywardness, on the one side, and 
on the other all the encouraging and hope-giving 
truths which point to the lote and care and aid of 
their Father, tiieir Redeemer, and their Guide. 



To Him alone be glory. 
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yoke u easy. F. John Baptist beheaded. S. Five 
thousand miraculously fed .... 807-313 

15th S. AFTER Trivitt. Christ walking on tiie water. 
Jf. Peter comes to Him. T. The disciples accused. 
W. The Canaanitish woman. Th. Her daughter healed. 
F. The deaf and dumb healed->the four thousand fed 

814-320 

1({*H Si, AFTER TRiiaTT. The leaven of the Pharisees. M. 
The blind man of Bethsaida. T. The confession of 
Peter. W. Chriat must suffer. Th. The taking up our 
cross. F. The traiisflguxation. iS. lb. . 821-327 

17th S. AFTER Trie ITT. The transfiguration continued. 
jr. The same. T. The lunatic child (IF.) cured. Th, 
The tribute money. F. The humble and childlike. S. 

Meauovt^ a brother $2&-884 

iSnrjp. ATTEM. Tmimitt, The pareUe of ttie Aa'ttoi. M. 



CONTSNTS. XiU 

His ingratitude. T. Christ does not go to the feast. W. 
Is Tweeted by the Samaritans. Th, The ten lepers. F. 
Cbxist teaches in the Temple. S. Messengers sent to 
take Him UA-341 

19th S> aftek Trinitt. They return praising Christ M 
The woman taken in adultery. T. Christ teaching in 
the temple. W. Many believe. Th. The Jews desire to 
stone Christ. F. The man blind tnm his birth healed, 
(S.) and cast out firom the synagogue . . 841-848 

20tk S, avtbr Tkutitt. Christ the Way, the Truth, the 
Life. M. The Door. T. The Good Shepherd. W. The 
Vine. Th. The mission of the seventy. F. Their return. 
S. The lawyer's question .... 349-355 

21 ST Sb- AFTEK Trivitt. The good Samaritan. M. Martha 
entertains Christ. T. Her complaint of Mary. W. Christ 
rebukes the Pharisees. Th. Reftised to be judge between 
brethren. F, The rich miser. S, Looking for the Lord 

356-362 

22i> 2. AFTER TRiwiTr. The barren fig-tree. Jf. The wo- 
man bowed down. T. Hypocrisy of the Pharisees. W. 
The drop^y healed. Th. Ambition reproved. F. The 
lost sheep. S. The prodigal son . . . 363-369 

2Si> S^. AFTER Trinity. The prodigal repenting, (M.) re- 
ceived back. T. The unjust steward. W. Dives and 
Lazarus. Th. The rich man in torment. F. The unjust 
judge. S. The Pharisee and Publican . . 870-376 

24th S* after Trim ITT. Little children. M. The rich 
young man. T. The way to perfection. W. Leaving all. 
Th. The labourers in the vineyard. F. Laxarus sick. 
S. Jesus at Bethany 37 7-883 

25th &. AFTER Trikitt. Lazarus raised to life. M. Zebe- 
dee's children. T. Blind Bartimaeus. W.^ Th. Zac- 
chaeus. F, The grain of wheat. S, The cross foretcdd 

. 384-390 

26th S' after Trinitt. Judgment according to ligbt. ilf. 
The barren fig-tree. T., W. The vineyard let out to 
husbandmen. Th. The marriage-feast. F. The wedding- 
garment. S. The tribute to Caesar . . . 891-^97 

27th ^. AFTER Trinitt. The great commandment. M. 
The Pharisees reproved. T. The abomination of desola- 
tion. W. Watching for the Lord's coming. TK.*\\a 
parable of the ten virgins. F, T\iA ta^ecXR. S.*Wi« 
laatjudgment "aftV^^A 

CsARAcnKB and Titles of CsiLivr, M\tK xfetetcw* v 
HiB work for man, for evert day in the tftonth ^ 



xtb 



CONTSNTS. 



Tables or Revbrenck to Appropkiate Thoughts roK 
Special Occasions:— 

1. Before and after the Holt CoMXUNioK . . . 413 

2. Daring Holt or Passion Week [re/erring to the 

event* of each day) 414 

S. For the Fixed Festivals {referring to the Gospels 

for each) 415 

4. For Advent, Lent, and other special times of retire- 
ment 418 

Hakmont or THE Gospels . • .417 
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yrasm 
For lise h^ore reading. 

LET the words of my mouth and the meditation 
of my heart he always acceptable in Thy sight, 
O Lord, my strength and my Bedeemer. 

Help me this day, O Lord, 
But one step more to gain ; 

Nor let me read Thy word. 
Nor meditate, in vain. 



2D^r IrorH's Eraser. 

/^UR Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be 
^ Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation ; but deliver us from evil: 
for Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 



Collect. 

T)L£SS£D Lord, who hast caused all holy Sccv^ 
-*-' tures to be written for our leaxninf^ ^gnx^ VSwaS. 
we may in such wise hear them, read, iaai\L,\«ait!L, 
and inwardly digest them, that \>y pataexkse, «a^ 
comfyrt of Thy holy Word, we may embTcaft«» «=^^ 



xbi 



ever hold fost the blessed hope of everlasting life, 
which Thou hast given us in our Saviour Jesus 
Christ ; and mercifully grant that Thy Holy Spirit 
may in this, and in all things, direct and rule our 
hearts ; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 



Amen, 



(ItoIUct 

After the reading and meditation, 

A LMIGHT Y God, who hast given Thine only Son 
•^ to be unto us both a sacrifice for sin, and also an 
ensample of godly life, give me grace that I may 
always most thankfully receive that His inestimable 
benefit, and also daily endeavour myself to follow 
the blessed steps of His most holy life ; through 
the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

Thy blessing be upon me, O God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, now and for ever Amen» 



^featmonp of tfie (15o0pel0^ 



m HIM WAS LIFE, 

AND THE LIFE 

WAS THE LIGHT OF MEN. 



*•* This Hannony of the Four Gospels was first compUed from the 
headings to the sections of Greswell's Harmon ia Kvangtlica, It has now 
been much enlarged, to form part of the little volume called Dailp Step$ 
towards Heaven. It follows almost exclusively the chronological ordier 
of GreswelL In one or two places (as on Palm Sunday) it has been 
modified from Townsend's New Teitameut Chronologically Arranged, 
from which work the names of places and dates are chieify taken. The 
places at which the events happened are inserted in the blank columns, 
wherever there ia room. Through the kindneaa of a brother it has had 
the benefit of an additianal revision. 

N.B. The references are ftaqnently made to the whole subject rather 
than to the words quoted. 



EVERTS. 

Julian Period, from 4706-4742. 
Vulgar .£ra, from b.c 6 to 
A.D. 29. 



/ 



1. 

The Divinity, Humanity^ 
Infancy, and Childhood 
of Christ. 

(From B.C. 6 to a.d. 7.) 
The Divinity of Christ 
S. Luke's preface . . . 
8. John Baptist foretold . 

conceiYed . . . . 

Mary espoused to Joseph 
The Annunciation . . . 
Maiy visits Elizabeth . . 
8oag^ of the B. Virgin . . 
^Returns to Nazareth . . 



8. Matt. 

Writt.in 
Palestine, 
A.n. . • 



ch. ver. 



18 



8 Mabk. 

Writt. at 
Borne, 

A.D. 60. 



8 LUKB 

Writt. in 
Acliaia, 
A.D. 63. 



ch. ver. 



ch. ver. 



S JOHH. 

Writt. at 
Ephesns, 

A.D. 97. 



1 



ch. ver 



1 : 1-5 



1-4 
„ 5-23 
»24,25 
„ 27l \tttv 
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HAUMONY OF THE GOSPELS. 



EVENTS. 



The Angel app. to Joseph 
S. John Baptist bom and 

named .... 
The Song of Zacharias 
John's early life . . 
The Birth of Christ 

The Shepherds . 

Their adoration . 

The Circumcision 
The Name of Jesus 
Genealogies of Christ 
The Presentation and Pu 

riflcation . . . 
Song of Simeon . . 
The Wise Men . . 
Flight into Egypt . 
The Holy Innocents 
Return to Nazareth 
Childhood of Christ 
Christ in the Temple 
The Youth of Christ 
(a.d. 7— a.d. 26.) 



8. Matt. 



eh. ver. 
1: 20-25 



Ministry of S. John Bap- 
UsL The first disci 
pies qf Jesus. ( Age 30.) 
(A.D. 26, 27) 

Mission of S. John Baptist 

Christ the true light . 

S. J«hn B. preaches . 

baptises .... 

Bears vritnesa to Christ 

His public ministry . 

Christ baptised (the 
Father — the Spirit) 

— — in the wilderness . . 

tempted thrice . . 

Angels minister to Him . 

John's second testimony . 

Behold the Larab of God . 

Jj/ain the next day . . . 



»» 






» 



25 
1-17 



1 
13 
16 
19 

Jer 



S. Mark. 8. Luks 



ch 
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5 
,,11,12 



ver. 



ch. ver. 



57 

68 

80 
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16 
21 
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11 
3: 



»• 
23 



2: 22-39 
29 



11 



It 
It 
tt 
It 



S. JUUN. 



ch. ver. 
azareth. 

Hebron. 

• • 

Desert. 
Bethle- 
hem. 

• • 

Temple. 



39 
40 
46 
51 



Bethle- 
hem, 
ib. 

• • 

NazU' 
reth. 
ib. 



1: 1-3 



»i 



„ 13-15 

„ 16, 17 

4: 1 

3 

11 

Betha 



II 



II 



8-8 
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7,8 

9-11 



11 



11 
bara 



12 
13 
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1 
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15 
18 
21-23 



1 



11 



1 
S-13 



6-8 
9-14 
„ 15 
Betha- 
bnra. 
Desert. 
Jordan. 



N.of 
Jericho. 



1 
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»i 



19 
29 
35 
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BABMONY OF THE 008FBLS. 



stehts. 



Andrew and Simon follow 
Jesus finds Philip . 
Philip finds Nathanael 
Jesus receives him . . 



ch. ver. 

Going 



ChrUft fir$t public ap- 
pearance and acta. (3l8t 
year.) (a.d. 26, 27.) 

The marriage at Cana ; 1 
water made wine . . / 

Went to Capernaum . . 

The first Passover . . . 

The Temple cleansed . 

The Jews ask a sign . . 

Many believed . . . . 

Nicodemus and Christ . 

Departure to Judea . . 

Dispute of John's discip. 

John's last testimony,) 
He must increase . . > 

Christ goes into Galilee 
through Samaria 

The woman at the well 

Received in Galilee . 

Heals a nobleman's son 



4. 
Christ* tfirtt public preach- 

ing. (Slst year.) 
(A.D. 27.) 
John in prison . . . . 
In the synag. of Galilee 
In the synagogue at . . 
Christ thrust out . . . 
Went to Capernaum . , 
Andrew, Simon, James, 1 

and John called . . j 
Teaches in a synagogue , 
A devil cast out . . . 
Simon'0 mother healed 
/The sick and diseased 



S.]fA«T. 



ch. ver. ch. ver 



^non 



8. Mabk. 



to Gali 



lee. 



Jenu 



and 



Sychar 
Samaria 



8. LVKB. 



aletn. 



Salim. 



S. JOHll. 



ch. ver. 
1 : S7 

„ 45 
„ 47-51 



n 
t» 



»l 
tf 



I 

12 
IS 
ib. 
18 
23 
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EVENfS. ' S. Hat? 
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CArWi jlrii gtnmtl c<r- 
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The Bestltudu . . 
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IfytUKiAim.te. . . 
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ill 
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8|S« 
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fish, ttao/nwli'lnveai) 
CauLlderlhamlsi . . 


B: t,: 

ii i 






F»tli bcfon iwlne . . 
^•Ii.ink.laock . . . 

Filie propBeti '. 
The^«>dli« . . 

Houwoli Tnick^ '. 
I>nughHrfll.h« . . . 

Clm.fupp«lwlrhl,lm. 





HARMONY OF THfi GOSPELS. 



EVEXTS. 



8.MAVT. 



6. 
The second year of Chris ft 

tninittry. (d2d year.) 

(A.D. 27.) 

He attends a 2d Passover 

The pool of Bethesda 

The Jews find fanlt, strive 

to kill him. He appeals 

to the Father ; to JohnB. 

Search the Scriptures . 
Com pluck, on the Sabb. 
Return to Capernaum 
The withered hand healed 
Conspir. w. the Herodians 
Followed by many whose 

diseases he healed . . 
A whole night in prayer . 
The 12 Apostles ordained 

SXKMOM ON THX PLAIN . 

The Centurion's servant . 
The widow of Nain . . 
Messengers from John B. 
Christ discourses of him 
Wo unio theCt Chorazin 
I thank thee, Father 
Come unto Me, all 
Christ's feet washed by 
a penitent . . 



ch. ver. 



}• 

12 






1 

9 

10 

14 



!} 



7. 
Chris fs second general cir- 

cuit and return. (S2d 

year.) (a.d. 27.) 
Through Galilee back' 

to Capernaum . . ..' 
A great concourse, and' 

his relations alarmed. ' 
He cures a demoniac . . 
The Pharisees blaspheme 
Bla8ph.aga. tbeH, Qboat 
They MMk far B sign . 
fTbe uneJeaa spirit . , 



} »15-21 

lo': 2-4 

{Seepage 

8 : 5-13 



11 : 
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7 

20 

25 

28 



8. Makk 



ch. ver. 



ch. ver. 



S.LVKB. 



S. JOHK. 



ch. ver. 



12: 22 
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it 



24 

88 
48 



2: 23 
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13 
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10-47 
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On a 

12 
13 
1749 
: 1 
11 
17 
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» 39 
From 

Jerusal. 

Capem. 

• • 

jowmef. 
N. ofCa. 



Capem, 
Nain. 
On a 
Journeif. 



If 



36 
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19 
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HARMONY OF THE OOSPfiLS. 



BVBNT8. 



Who i* my mother f 
Parable of the sower . 

The tares . . . 

Mustard-seed . . 

Leaven .... 
Why in parables ? . 
The sower explained 

The candle . . . 

The treasure . . 

The pearl . . . 

The net .... 
JUff mo^er 9f my brethren 
Chritt crosses the lake 
Some prof, a wish to foil 
He calms the storm 
The two demoniacs and\ 

awine / 

One sent home . . . , 
Christ received sinners . 
The Bridegroom . • • \ 

New wine I 

The issue healed . . . ^ 
Jairus's daughter raised/ 
Two blind men restored . 
The dumb spirit . . . 
Return to Nazareth . , 



8. 
ChrUft third general cir- 
cuit and mieHon of the 
xii Apostles. (S3d year.) 
(A.D. 28.) 
Instructions to Apostles . 
Herod hears of Christ . \ 
S. John B. death ment. f 
The apostles return . . 
The 5000 fed (Bethsaida). 
The disciples dismissed . 
Walking on the water 
Peter want to him . , . . 
JRetvro to C»p&mMxiin . . 



S. Matt. S. Make. S. Lokb. S. Johw 



ch. 

12 

13 

>• 
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10 
14 
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ver 

46 

1-9 

24 

31 

33 

10-17 

18-23 



ch. ver 
3: 31 
4: 1 
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18 
2411 

28 
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15 

18 

27 
32 
3d 



9: 35 
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18 
22 
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28 
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„ 14-20 
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5: 18 

4: 37 

5: 1 
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80 
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45 

48 
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ch. ver. 
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8: 4 
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„ 11-15 
16 
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„ 19 
„ 22-26 
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41 
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QeMUe. 



ch. ver. 

Lake 

of 

Galilee. 



Oadara. 

m • 

Capem. 



A jour- 
ney. 



Journey. 

S.W. 

Capem. 
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rheleaTmofDiePhnH.. 
Al.lindTn.nl,«l«l . , 
S. Pettt'.confnuiion . . 
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TiA'tVliitTlii, . . . 
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H*K-O«.OrTU«0<.SPE^.. ! 


EYENTS. 


a.U.rr>.M... 


9.L»». 


...... 


AdTleedMp>H>J°tDU]. 
AltcndithefCutMeicha 
//■■r >"" Miril . . 
OfflceneentloBkehin. 

Return umOle . . 
WenltolheMI.ofOIHB 
The ndulterex broDEht 

',"»;;»:=," 

Btfort Abra. «:uk 1 an 
They Mck to stone Cliril 
The HUnd man healed . 
TheJewaFuthimout 
ChriHreeeiverthin. . 
Chrl.1 Ihe floor .. . 
The Good Bhopherd . 


ch. VBr 


/aruo 


■■'■■ 


"1 
,i, S 

Thrrmpli 
Samaria 

Galilf. 


ThsFiMHofDrdlcalioo. 

"ArtTE^'ihe'n>"i«r 

ra^dMfFlMtT'arion. . 
They try lo rake Him 
He •em bejond Jordan 
H«n oTLHEirui' !li:knEis 
Went Bftet ! deje to . . 

rhe Phurisees ™'n.pir" ■ 
He ntlnd to Ephrnlm . 


M4J1.0S a/we'tan. 
AppnuboflhePuiovei 

RebukeorHLdlKlple. . 
Lard, 1 Kill fBllBK Thee . 
FQiahaMMa: D>ad-i 















HARMONY OF THE GOSPELS. 



1 



EVENTS. 



(12 



ch 
Instructions to the lxx. 
Woe to Choraxin . . 
The LXX. return . . 
/ thank Thee, Father 
A lawyer tempted Him 
The good Samaritan . 
Martha and Mary . . 
The Lord's Prayer . . 
The friend at midnight 
The dumb spirit . . 
The Pharisees blaspheme 
Yea rather blessed 
The sign of Jonas 
He dines with a Pharisee 
Woes to Phar. 8e Scribes 
Whom we should fear 
Keruses to settle a dispute 
The rich man's barns . 
The ravens. The lilies 
Where your treasure is 
Watching for the Lord 
Divisions, not peace . 
Fate of the Galileans . 
The barren fig-tree . . 
The woman bowed togeth 
The mustard-seed . . 
Are there few that be saved, 
Herod will kill Thee . 
O Jerusalem, Jerusalem 
The dropsy healed . . 
Choice of upper room . 
Bid the poor to feast . 
AH make elcuse . . 
Bear the cross (the cost) 
The loot sheep (silver) 
The prodigal son . . 
The unjust steward . 
No man can serve two ma 
Dives and Lazarus . . 
Oflbncet— foigtvenesfyArc 
TbeteDieMjty . . . 
/Fnm Gamee to Penea .|ig 



S. Matt. 



ver. 
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S.Mabk. 
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EVENTS. 


S. Matt. 


S. Mask. 


S. LuKs. 


s. 


Joan. 
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ver. 
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Wh. the k. (J God b. come ? 
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One shall be Uiken . . . 
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The Judge and the widow 
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Pharisee and PubUcan 


• 


• 


• 


• 


99 
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Divorce 
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He blessed little children 
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99 
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The rich young ruler 
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Of those <' who leave all" 
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Labourers in the vineyard 
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Goes up to Jerusalem . . 
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foretelling His passion . 
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Zebedee's children . . . 
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A blind man healed . . 
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Blind Bartimaeus . . . 
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IS. 
The laef Paewver. 




Holy Week^ %c. 




















(33d year.) (a.d. 29.) 




















Christ went towards . . 
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6 days before the Passover 
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Received by Simon . . 
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The supper at Bethany . 
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Lazarus present (Martha) 
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Mary anointed Jesus . . 
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Many came to see Him . 
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Palm Sunday. 




The people go out . . . 
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The ass sent for . . . . 
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The public entry . . . 
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Hosannah 
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Entry into the temple 
The city moved. Ph. envy 
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Many sick healed . . . 
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HARMONY OF THE GOSPELS. 



EVENTS. 



Monday. 
The fig-tree cursed 
Power of faith — Prayer 
The Temple cleansed . 
Cmispiracy against Him 
Return to Bethaay . . 



ch. 
21: 



Tuesday. 
Christ went to Jerusalem 
The withered fig-tree . 
By lohai authority t . . 
The father & the two sons 
The vineyard let out 
The wedding-garment 
Pharisees send Herodians 
Tribute to Caesar 
Then come the Sadducees 
ihe resurrect. (7 brethren) 
Then Scribes & Pharisees 
The great commandment 1 
Whose eon i* Christ, &c. 
Beware of the Scribes . 
The widow's mite . . 
Last discourse to the Jews 
The eight woes .... 
Te shall not see me heneef. 
Fallof Jerusal. The end 
Wise and evil servants 
The ten virgins . . . 
The talents .... 
The sheep and goats . 
Our Lord's last days . 

Wednesday. 
Chr. foretels His betrayal 
The chief priests' counsel 
Judas's agreement 

Thursday. 
Prepa. for the last supper 
flffe eat down with the 12 
jTbeeap 
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HARMONY OF THE GOSPELS. 



EVENTS. 



S. Mat*. 



8. Mabk. 



8. LvKX. 



S. JOHI 



ch. ver. 



ch. ver. 



It 



Washinff the disciples' feet 
The brealcinf; of Bread .\ 
Thit is My Body , . ./ 
The betrayer foretold . 
Lord, is it It. . . . 
The sop. Judas went ont 
Now is the Son of man glor, 
Peter's denial foretold 
The disciples' contention . 
Peter warned (the sword) 
The giving of the cup . . „ 
This is My Blood, of . .\ „ 
This is the N.T. in, Sec. . 



ch. ver. 



26 : 26 
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22-25 
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28 



After supper. 
Jesus discourses . . 
Let not your heart . . 
If ye love Me .... 
The Comforter . . . 
The true Vine . . . 
Love one another . . 
The world's hatred 
Persecution .... 
The Spirit of truth . . 
Prayer in Christ's name 
His prayer for all His disc. 
The hymn 
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Garden of Oethsemane. 

All ye shall be offended 

I will go before you . 

Jesu's agony .... 

His prayer .... 

The angel's succour . 

His sweat 

The disciples sleeping. 

The 2d and Sd prayer . 

Enter not into temptation 

Tb»j still sleep . . 
/^0goe9 to tbe reit , . ,, „ 
i^d^ meets Him , , J „ 
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HARMONY OF THE GOSPELS. 


■YENTS. 


S. Matt. 
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HARMONY O^ THE OOSPBLS. 



EVENTS. 



Simon of Cyrene 
We'^ not for Me . . . 
He, bearing His cross, 
came to Golgotha . . 
The vinegar and gall . . 

The Cross. 

The Mother of Jesus— 
8. John — Maftdalene — 
Maiy. end others. — 5. John 
zix. 25. 

Nailed to the cross . . . 
Father, forgive them . . 
The superscription . . . 
His garments parted . . 
Lots cast for His vesture . 
The passers-by rail . . . 
Both the thieves revile . 
One reviles again . . . 

One repents 

To day shalt thou be . • 
Woman, behold thy Son . 
Behold thy mother . . . 
*• The darkness" . . . 
My God, My God, why . 

I thirst 

The vinegar 

It is finished 

Father, into Thine hands 
The veil of the Temple . 
The graves opened . . . 
The centurion . . . . 

The women 

Jesus pierced 



ch. ver. 
27 : 82 



The Sepulchre and 
Saturday. 
The descent from the cross 
Joseph of Arimathea . 
Nicodemus .... 
fC^brtgt entombed . . 
'n^reat the Sabbath 
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HAEMCUiY Of THE GOSPELS. 



EVENTS. 



S. Jd.A«T. 1 S. MaBE, 



I The guard aet 
Spices bought 



ch. ver. 
27: 6S 



ch. ver. 
16*: ' 1 



14. 
Batter and the great 
fortif dayt, 
M. Mag. & the oth. set out 
The angel had removed 
the stone ..... 
The guards fled ... 
Hk is «,xskh .... 
rhey enter in [the disc 
The women go and tell 
Guards go to Chief Priests 
Another party of women 
Mary Magdalen tells Peter 
Peter & John go to the sep. 
The two angels and Mary 
Jesus seen by M. Magdal. 
By the women . . . 
•• All haU V'—Fear not 
Touch Me not . . . 
By Cleopas and another 
The breaking of bread 
rhey tell the apostles . 
3d manifesta. to 8. Peter 
By the 11 except Thomas 
Peace he unto you . . 
Aa, 9[c., so send I you . 
Whosct 8fe. ye remit 
By Thomas and the rest 
By 500 brethren . . . 
At the sea of Tiberias . 
Feed My lambs . . . 
«' What ah. this man do?" 
By S. James .... 
By the apostles at . . 
His last instructions . 
Promise of the Spirit . 
Allpowert &c. . . . 
Go ye into all naiiofu . 
SaJvMtfoo to the fafth/itl ./ 
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HARMONY OF THE GOSPELS. 



EYiailTS. 



Miraculous powers . . 
£o, / am wifh you atway 
He blessed them . . 
Was parted firom them 
deceived into heaven . 
They worshipped Him 



S. Mat*. 



ch. ver. 
28*: 19 



S. Mabx. 



ch. ver. 
16 : 17 



Acts i. 9 
16: 19 



S. LUKK. 



ch. ver. 
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8. John. 



ch. ver. 



Many other signs truly did Jesus (5. John xx. 30), which 

are not written (xxi. 25). These are written, that ye 

might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God ; 

and that believing ye might have life through His name. 

Who sitteth on the right hand of God, 

' Maketh intercession for us {Rom. viii. 34) ; 

Shall in like manner come again (Jets i. 10), 

And all His saints with Him {Zech. xiv. 5), 

To Judge the world (2 Tim. iv. I). 

EVKN so, COMB, 

Lord Jesus. 
(Rev. xxii. 20.) 



ALMIGHTY GOD, who hast given Thine 
only Son to be unto us both a sacrifice for 
sin, and also an ensample of godly life, 
give us grace that we may always most thank- 
mlly receive that His inestimable benefit, and 
also daily endeavour ourselves to follow the 
blessed steps of His most holy life; through 
the same Jesus Chri»t our Lord. Amen. 



Xbl 



dTtrslt dunHat) in 9^bent. 



OF THE ET£ENAL GENERATION OF THE WOOD. 

Reads. John i. 1-18 {vompare S. John xvii. 17, 

and xiv. 6). 

I. In the beginning was the Word, lb. 1. 
Christ the Word ; the express image of 

Qod ; of one substance with the Father ; God 
Himself; in whom all the perfections of the 
Godhead shine forth. We once His image ; 
how fallen ! Yet restored and preserved by 
grace, through faith, and the contemplation of 
Him. 2 Pet i. 2-4. 

II. AU Hiingg were made bff Him, lb. 3. 

Then all our dependence is on Him. With 
all creation let us praise Him. With Him I 
ean do all things. How little have I done ! 
Without Him, nothing ! Let me take hold on 
Him, and take courage. Phil, iv. 13 ; S, John 
XV. 6. 

III. In Him was the life, lb. 4. 

If our life is in Him, we should cleave less to 
Hffi creatures, more to Himself. What life we 
have is from Him. Do we live the Divine 
life ? What are our works ? For what have 
I to give thanks ? Of what to repent ? \ S, 
John V. 11. 

Of Him, and through Him, and to JHim^ 
are aJl things ; to whom be ghr^ jot focr aad. 
ever, Rom. xi. 36. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of ttve ^^, *^^ V^.'i^*'*'* ♦ 

1 ^ 



Monday. First Week in 

OF THE CREATION AND END OF MAN. 

Read Genesis i. 26, to ii 7. 

I. God created man in His own image. Gen. i. 27. 

Acknowledge tby Creator ; praise Him ; 
thou art His ; we have wandered from Him ; 
He gave thee His image ; compare thyself 
with it. Eccles, vii. 29. 

II. Reformed man of the dust^ ^c. lb. ii. 7. 

He gave an earthly body, with a noble 
spirit ; the one for humility, the other for en- 
couragement to seek higher than earthly ob- 
jects : seek not things unworthy of that spi- 
rit ; care not too much for the earthly body. 
S. Matt. vi. 25. 

III. Thou ahait worship^ ^c, S. Matt. iv. 10. 

This is the end of man ; what we have of 
Him is His ; how has it been abused ; let me 
loathe the past; let me seek higher aims. 
Oh, that I could worthily praise God Himself, 
our end, our reward. 8. James i. 17, 18. 

€nt. 

Glorify God in your body and in your spirit, 
which are God's, 1 Cor. vi. 20. 



Advent. Tuesday 

OF THE MEANS TO OBTAIN THAT END. 

Read Gen. i. to verse 26 ; Pa. 8 ; Rom. 1. 18-20. 

I. In the beginning^ j'O. Gen. i 1. 

How many tilings for our use ; yet we un- 
grateful, rebellious. Think of them : some 
natural ; the heavens, earth, &c. ; some super- 
natural ; Christ, the holy Angels, the Scrip- 
tures, &c. ; and what is prepared in heaven, 
if so much here ? 1 Cor, lii. 21, &c. 

II. Thou hast put all things^ j-o. Pb. viii. 6. 
Think of the love, the liberality, the provi- 
dence, wisdom, patience of God towards us ; 
be also liberal in your service of Him, and peni- 
tent for the past. How little have I subjected 
myself to Him ! 8, Matt, x. 8 ; Rom, xii. 1. 

III. TTie invisible things^ 4[c, are clearly seen, 
Rom. i. 20. 

What is the end of these means ? for the 
body ; its health, nourishment, clothing, &c. ; 
for the soul, and understanding ; their instruc- 
tion, and the knowledge of God. How have 
they been used ? let me beware lest they are 
taken away, and become my accusers. 8. 
Matt, XXV. 28. 

Thou hast created aU things, and for Thy 
^eamre they are and were CTeaXtd.<, ^^n . \h . W « 



Wbdnbsoat. First Week in 

OF THE GOOD USE OF GOD'S CREATURES* AND 
INDIFFERENCE TO THEM. 

Recui Eccles. iii. or xi. 

I. God saw every thing that He had made, ^f^. 
Gen. i. 31. 

All things made the best for the service of 
man ; the ase left to himself ; even riches and 
poverty; and other contrary things (1 Cor. 
vii. 29-32) ; how used ? for injury to God ? 
to the creature ? to thyself? 

II. Blessed is the man that hath set his hope in 
the Lord, and hath not Itft up his mind nnto 
vanity. Pb. xl. 5 ; xxiv. 4. 

Each and every creature to be referred (in 
its use) to God ; observing if it advances or 
hinders our end ; if we seek in it God, or our- 
selves, or the world. (AmosY. 8; 1 Tim. vi. 
17; Phil. ii. 21.) Which is my case ? 

III. Turn not to the right hand nor to the lift. 
Prov. iv. 27. 

Are my affections equal towards riches and 
poverty, nonour and shame, &c. ? They con- 
duce equally to the glory of God and our end ; 
self-love must be rooted out ; so as to hate 
pleasant things if they hinder, and love 
troubles if they profit^ our salvation. 2 Cor. 
xii. 9, 10. 

Whether^ tkereforeyye eat or drinh, or what'- 
soever ye do, io all to the glory of God* 
J Cor. jr. 5J. 



I 



Advent. Thub&dat* 

OF THE FALL OF MAN. 

Read Gen. iii. ; Ps. xiv. ; Rom. v. 12. 

I. Man being i» honour haih no understanding; but 

is, j-0. Ps. xlix. 20. 

lliiDk with regard to the casting forth of 
oar first parent from Paradise, (l)his glorious 
condition and freedom from all evil ; . (2) his 
ingratitude in the act of disobedience, and 
thine own ; (3) the evils that followed : sick- 
ness, death, passions, and depraved will, &c. 
Heb, xii. 16-17. 

II. They are all gone out of the way, ^e. Ps. xiv. 4. 

The sin of one passed upon all, and all 
become children of wrath, enemies of God ! 
What darkness can hide the sinner from the 
wrath of God ? {Rev, vi. 15-17.) Let me hate 
sin, which alone severs me from God. 

III. The wages of sin is death, Rom. yi. 23. 

Temporal and eternal; consider the evils 
ev^i of the first death, though transitory ; 
much more the second. Learn, my soul, the 
evil of sin, and repent. Rev, xx. 12-14. 

There is a wav toMch seemeth rigfii uulo a 
man, but the end thereof are thevoa^z of deaiU., 
Pror, xiv. 12. 



Friday. First Week in 

Of THE DIVINE DECREE AND END OF THE 
RESTORATION OF MAN. 

Read Ezek. xxxiii. to 20 ; Ephes. ii. 

I. / have no pleasure in the death qfthe wicked, 
but,S[c. Ezek. xxxiii. 11. 

First, think of the misery of the fall ; from 
what, and to what ? Yet dod willeth not our 
death. What would we not do for an earthly 
king so merciful ? This, yea more, let me do 
for God. S. Luke xv. 7, 20 ; 2 Pet. iii. 9. 

II. / have loved thee with an everlasting love, 
Jer. xxxi. 3. 

What was the cause of this good-will ? Not 
our merits ; for " we were sinners.'* How 
should we act in the case of an enemy ? Yet 
He hath loved us, enemies. It is thine in- 
finite love, O my God. Rom, v. 8. 

III. With hvinff-kindness (or in pity) have I drawn 
thee . lb. 

Another cause is " His pity. His compas- 
sion ;" nor would He have His purpose frus- 
trated by our entire destruction. Man had 
been tempted by Satan ; God made the cause 
of man His own. Hope, then, in Him, O my 
soul. 8, Luke X. 33. 

God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to 
obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
J Tbess. V. 9, 

6 



Advent. Saturday. 

THE J)£CilEE OF THE INCARNATION OF THE 
BON or GOD. 

Read Ephes. iii. 1-12. 

I. None can by any means redeem his brother, 
Ps. xlix. 7-9. 

The creature could not make sufficient sa- 
tisfaction. The wroDg was infinite. What 
must it be to ofiend God I Whence, if re- 
quired^ can I give satisfaction ? 8. Luke irii. 
41, &c. 

II. He took not on Him the nature qf Angels,, 
Heb. ii. 16. 

God, in angePs nature, might perhaps have 
made satisfaction. He chose the more infirm 
nature; in it to overcome, and leave us an 
example. Unite thyself to God, and thou 
canst overcome. Heb, ii. 14 and 18. 

III. Look to the hole of the pit whence ye are digged,. 
Is. Ii. 1. ^ 

From what a depth man is lifted up, and to 
what a height ! Lead, then, a life worthy of 
such exaltation. Have I done so ? Partakers 
of the Divine nature ! la, ix. 2 ; Eph, ii. 12. 

In all things it behoved Him to he madA JsJMt. 
unto His brethren, Heb. u. Y\ . 



deconti duntia^ in SUbcnt. 



THE FATHEa GIVES THE SON, THE SON HIMSELF, 
• TO THE WOELD. 

Aau/ S. John iii. 10-18. 

L Ood so loved the worlds ^e. lb. 16. 

Who loved us ? God ! By the gift of His 
Son. To whom? To as miserable sinners. 
1 John iv. 10. Give, then, thyself to Him, O 
my soul; and repent and lament how little 
thou hast loved Him. 

II. He loved me and pave Himself for me. Gal. ii. 20. 

Notwithstanding He foresaw my ingratitude. 
What am I now doing ? Will He save me if 
I still resist? Heb. ii. 3. Well may I fear 
in myself. Well may I hope in Him. 

III. Being in the form of God, S[o took upon 

Him the form qfa servant. PhiL ii. 6, 7. 

For thee He gave Himself to poverty, con- 
tempt, the cross, death. If thou lovest Him, 
turn not from these ; but embrace, or at least 
cheerfully receive them. Is this my temper? 
1 Pet. ii. 21. 

ZtxU 

This is My commandment^ tluat ye love one 
another, as I have loved you. S. John xv. 12. 

For thougbta on the Gospel of the day, see p. 404. 

8 



iwitf. Monday. 

JB WIf90M, GOODN£88, AND OMNlfOTENCE OF GOO 
8UKWM IN THE INGA&NATION. 

Read BTphe8.m. 8-21. 

Tktu ahaU make me to undentand vmdom m- 
ereUy, Ps. li. 6. 

In the Gospel God has made as tmderetand 
m satiffaction was found for the Diriiie jns- 
e by transferring our debt to the Divine 
rson ; and our Creator became also our Re- 
emer. Divide not, then, thy love ; but ren- 
r to God that which is God's. Gal. iii. 13. 

. Thcu hast dealt ffracioualp with thy servant, 
Ps. cxix. 65. {B<mnt\fuHyy Ps. cxvi) 

The jost gave Himself for the unjust ; the 
rmless for sinners; the Lord for His ser- 
jut ; God for man. Let me turn, then, my 
bole self to Him. 1 Pet. iii. 18 ; Ps, Ixxiii. 

'• 

I. He hath shewed strength unth His arm. 
S. Luke L 51. 

The Son of God is His arm, stretched from 
«nren to save man. In this was shewn om- 
potence incarnate and love. He could nei- 
er desire nor do more for us. Render, then, 
Him all thou canst, O my soul. Is. lix. 18. 

Christ, the power of Gody and IK* vsruKdnntoS 
«/. 1 Ck>r. i. 24. 
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ruESOAT. Second Week €i 



BY THE INCARNATION GOD IS WELL PLEASED, MAW, 
RAISED UP, SATAN CONFOUNDED. 

Read 2 Cot. y, 14-21. 

I. All things ate cf God^ who hath reconciled us^ Src, 

lb 18. 

Either pardon or satisfaction necessary for 
sin. God would have satisfaction in our na- 
ture, through the Word. Since thou canst not 
render it (yet much is required), cast thyself 
on the infinite treasures of the merits of Christ. 
Coloss, ii. 9. 

II. He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, Ps. cxiii. 7. 

Man had fallen downwards to the dust, to 
earth ; in sense, in affection. God stooped to 
lift him up unto God. Which, then^ shall pre- 
vail, things earthly, or the things of Goa, to 
draw me ? I John ii. 16. 

III. Now shall the prince tfthis world be cast out. 
S. John xii. 31. 

Satan triumphed, because in one man all 
were lost. But God found one, Christ, in 
whom (God and man) Satan is confounded. 
All may be saved. I, then, cannot conquer but 
in union with God. Willi Him all ; without 
Him nothing. Rom. v. 15 ; Rev. xii. 10. 

Thanks he unto GW, which always causeth 
et^ /a /IrmmjffA in Christ. 2 Cor. ii. 14. 
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Advent. Wkdnbsoat. 



A MOTHER IS CHOSEN FOR THE SON OF GOD. 

Read Gal. iy. 1-7 ; S. Luke i. 46-55. 

I. God sent forth His Son^ made qf a woman. Gal. 
iv. 4. 

He would not create a new body, but have 
His Son assume one of the nature of man ; of 
a woman, through whom was the first fall. 
See in this the dignity conferred on the hu- 
man nature, to be made one with Christ. See 
His humility, and humble thyself. S, John xx. 
17 ; Phil ii. 5, 8. 

II. He hath regarded the lowliness, ^o, S. Luke i 48. 
He foresaw that the Blessed Virgin would 

give herself up, through the merits of Christ, 
to do His will ; and He chose and loved her. 
Would I share the favour of God, I must work 
with, and according to, His grace, and that in 
lowliness of heart. S. John xiv. 23. 

III. He tfiat is mighty hath magnified me, Luke i. 49. 
What higher than to be the mother of the 

Lord ? So might I be, if, like her, I used the 
grace which calls me, and makes known to 
me His will. Attend, then, to all His inspira- 
tions. S, Matt. xii. 60. 

ZtxU 

A marCB pride shoM drina hm VAfi^\A>l IvKfe- 
naur ghaU uphold the humble \n «pvrd, ^^^"^ 
xxix. 23. 

U 
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Thursday. Second Week m 

THE INCARNATION OF THE SON OF GOD IS PROMISED. 

Read Gen. iii. 14^ 15 ; Is. xxxy. 

I. / wiilput enmitif between thee and the woman. 

Gen. iii. 15. 

How mercifal is God ! Man had scarce 
sinned, ere God offers him the hope of grace 
and redemption. Do I in heart and soul ac- 
cept this offer? Is, Ixv. 1, 24. 

II. Between thy seed and her seed, lb. 

Thus to all the descendants of Adam this 
hope was given ; but to us not hope only, but 
enjoyment. Yet which has served him best ; 
they of old, who hoped only ; or I, who enjoy 
the promise ? S. Matt, xiii. 16, 17. 

III. God will come; He mil save us. Is. xxxv. 4. 

Such was the hope of our forefathers ; and 
he leares none who trust in Him (S. John vi. 
37). Will He be less merciful to us? Have 
we not Him more fully in His sacraments, &c. 
His merits are my only hope. Offer these 
continually before God^ my soul. 

ZtxU 

In the Lard shall all the seed of Israel be 
justified, and shall glory, U. xlv. 25. 
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Advent. Friday* 

THE REDEEMEE 18 DE81EED BY PATRIARCHS AND 

PROPHETS. 

Read Pal xlii.; If. zIy. 8-25. 

I. Drop dcwn^ ye heavent^ j;c. Is. xIy. 8. 

God would hRye as desire what He pro- 
mises. He would come to us. He would 
have us desire Him. Why desire other things 
so much, Him so little ? Is. xxvi. 8, 9. 

II. Send Him whom thou wilt send, Ex. iy. 13. 

How ardently they of old desired him ; they 
implored Him to haste His coming. Our 
languid desires hinder our prayers, and God's 
answer. Why am I so languid in Diyine de- 
sires? Because of my creaturely affections. 
P«. Ixxiii. 25. 

III. We have waited for Hinij and He will save us. 

Is. XXY. 9. 

A^es passed by ; they longed the more. 
The livine and dead hoped for Him ; for they 
knew their need. And so should I more con- 
stantly desire Him, if I knew my own wants, 
and what it is to possess God. Think of this. 
Heb. xi. 39, 40. 

Ztxt 

I iffill shake all naiwMy and the Dmre oj oS^ 
nations shall come, Hagg. \\% T * 
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Saturday. Second Week in Advent. 

OF THB PUB-EXISTENCE OF ETERNAL WISDOM. 

Read Prov. viii. 

I. When there were no depths Twos, Prov. viii. 24. 

The CTeat depth is original and actual sin, 
with which we all are defiled. Wisdom knew 
no sin, and we are called to renounce and 
put away sin. Christ was undefiled. Let me 
follow my vocation in Him. Eph. iv. 1, 

II. Thou art all/air^ my love ; there is no spot in 
thee. Cant. iv. 7. 

The Spouse of Christ should be without 
wrinkle or defilement, without lust or evil 
desire. Is there any other law in our mem- 
bers? Let evil inclinations be suppressed, and 
the spirit have the* rule, and there will be 
peace. Rom, viii. 6. 

III. In the knowledge of the Holy is understanding. 
Prov. ix. 10. 

In the knowledge of God is our true wis- 
dom : in the surrender of our understanding 
and wOl to Him. Do I use His gifts for His 
glory ? Do I submit my will to His ? S, Mark 
xii.Sd. 

Srxt. 

Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, 
Prov. uu 13. 
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Ci^Tl ^m^av in 9Dlbmt 



THB NAME AND PARENTAGE OF THE MOTHER 
OF OUR LORD. 

Head S. Matt L 1-17. (S. Luke iiL) 

I. The Virffm*9 name uhu ^ MaryJ*^ Luke L 27. 
Meaning " exalted" or " bitter." Even to 

her, highly fiivoured of God, (full of grace,) 
the Mother of our Lord, is a cup of bitterness 
and sorrow sent. (S. Luke ii. d5.) Do I will- 
ingly receive whatever God sends to me? 
Jobii, 10. 

II. Jacob begat Joseph the husband qf Mary^ ^e, 
S. Matt. i. 16. 

The family of Mary was the family of the 
Faithful (Abraham), and of the Obedient. 
Do we desire our Lord in our hearts ? Be of 
the same family. OaL iii. 9 ; Rom, iv. 16. 

III. Which was the son of Adam^ which was the son 
of God, S. Luke iii 38. 

All are of the family of Adam. Christ 
humbled Himself to come through one of the 
sinful family of man. Adam wcls the son of 
God. We were His by adoption. What are 
we now ? Rom, viii. 15. 

ZttX, 

Ye are the temple of the Uving God* 2 Cox. 
vi. 16. 

For tbougbu on the Gospel of the I>«y, %Wi '^.Ta^. 
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Monday. T%ird Week in 



THE BLCflBED vraCIN IS ESPOUSED TO 8. JOSEPH. 

Read S. Matt. i. 18-25. 

I. A virgin espoused to a many ^o. S. Luke i. 27. 
Such was the appointment of God for His 

Virffin Mother. She yielded herself wholly 
to His governance, and doubted not. Give 
thyself to the same, and thou needst fear no 
danger. 1 Pet, iii. 13. 

II. Being a just man was minded to put her away, 

S. Matt. i. 19. 

Her espousal was ordered to save her and 
herBlessed Son from unjust reproach. Perhaps, 
also, to conceal the mystery for a while. Be 
careful, then, of the character of others, of thine 
own, where it is for the glory of God. 1 Pet, 
ii. 12. Be silent as to thine own gifts. 

HI. A just man, lb. 

And of royfd lineage ; yet humble and poor. 
How different the things which God esteems, 
poverty, humility, chastity, holiness ; and those 
which the world values, rank, riches, honours ! 
(S. Luke zvi. 15.) Let my judgment be 
with God, and I shall not cleave to earthly 
things. 

Srxt. 

All things work together for good to them 
that love God, to them who are the called oe- 
i^iffrdm^ /b JffU ptarpote, Rom. vm. ^, 
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Advemt. Tuesday. 

THE AN6BL 18 SENT TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN. 

Read S. Luke L 26-28. 

I. The Angel Gabriel wa$ 9eni^ ^e, lb. 26. 

To whom? to a poor, pious virgin, espoused 
to a carpenter, an angel is sent by Grod. 
Such {S. James ii. 5) God deems meet for His 
service ; for me also He has provided the in- 
ward messages of His Spirit. Had I attended 
to them, would it not be better with me ? 

II. And the Angel came in ante her^ and said^ 
HaxL, thou that art highly faoouredy ^e. lb. 28. 

Observe his silence of himself; his saluta- 
tion of her ; learn modesty and humility ; 
he calls her highly favoured, or full of grace ; 
this is the only true praise with God : of what 
is it I am full? Is it of grace or of self? 
2 Car. X. 18 ; Ram. ii. 29. 

III. The Lord it with thee^ ^e. lb. 

In heart, in affection, in desire. Blessed 
indeed such fellowship with God ! how seldom 
am I to be found therein ; where do my affec- 
tions wander ? collect them up towards God. 
Exod. XXV. 22 ; DetU. ii. 7. 

ZtxX. 

Great is the Holy One af Israel in (fie mid%l 
of thee. Is. xii. 6, 
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Wbdnesday. Third Week in 

THE ANGEL ANNOUNCES THE MYSTERY OF THE 
INCARNATION. 

Read S. Luke i. 30-33 (Is. vii. 14). 

I. She was troubled ai his saying, lb. 29. 

Such was genuine humility : the praise, the 
announcement (Ps, ex v. 1), overcame her. 
How do we receive praise ? and how blame ? 
she disclaimed what God gave her ; do not I 
(S, John xii. 43) seek more than is due ? 

II. Fear noU Mary : for thou hast found favour 
with God. lb. 30. 

This one reason is enough to soothe all ; the 
grace, the favour of God : this should be our 
stronff shield. What have any to fear whom 
God loves ? Let me seek, then, less to please 
men ; let me seek more to please Him. Ram, 
viii. 35-39. 

III. Behold^ thou shalt conceive in thy womby and 
bring forth ason^ ^c. lb. 31. 

Well may we rejoice with her in holy joy ! 
well may we with her adore the Son, and in 
Him acknowledge and submit to our King 
and our God. 1 S, John iv. 15 ; S. John ix, 38. 

STrxt. 
Blessed is she that believed, S. Luke i. 45. 
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Advent. Thursday. 

THE AMGEL EXPLAINS THE MYSTERY OF THE 
INCARNATION. 

JUad S. Luke i. 26-38. 

I. Then said Marffy ^c. How shaU this be? lb. 34. 

She does not saj, '' It cannot be/' altbough 
she hints at her virgin condition, but '' how/' 
leaving all her desires and her future state in 
the hand of God. Let me love purity of heart 
and body, and in all things seek His will. 
Prov. xxii. 11. 

II. And the Angel answered^ ^c,y The Holy Ghost 
shaU come upon thee^ jfc. lb. 35. 

He explains how this, the work of the Spirit 
forming in her a body for the Word of 6od, 
may be. Pray that He only may work in 
thee, and not self-love, or sense, or human 
favour. Ptf. cxliii. 10. 

III. Behold the handmaid qfthe Lord; be it unto 
me according to Thy word. lb. 38. 

She accepts the promise in humility and 
obedience. Thus will God be drawn towards 
us if we abase ourselves, and be far from us if 
we exalt ourselves. (1 Sam, iii. 18.) Which 
is my state ? 

God resisteth the praudy but gloeiK qtojc 
u»/i? the humble. S . James W . © . 



Friday. Third Week in 

THE PEaFRCTION OF THE MANHOOD ASSUMED BY 
THE WORD OF GOD. 

Read Coloas. i. 14-20. 

I. In whom are hidden all the trecuursM f^witdom 

and knowledge. Coloes. ii. 3. 

Consider His perfect omniscience of things 
natural and supernatural, of God, and of thee. 
Had I reed faith I might know more ; happy 
they who in Him find wisdom. Prov, iii, 13. 

II. Such an High Priest became fis^ who is holy, 
harmless^ undefUed. Heb. vii. 26. 

Perfect by nature ; perfect by grace ; inca- 
pable of sin ; Himself the Word. And I, if 
united to God and separate from the creature, 
might be richer, holier, stronger. Bev, iii. 
17-18. 

III. It pleaded the Father that in Him shoultl all 
fulness dwell, Coloss. i. 19. 

All dwelt in Him, and it pleased God ; how 
little is He pleased in us ; yet His fulness 
rested not with Himself; it flowed forth upon 
us. How often do I close my heart against it. 
8. Matt, xxiii. 37. 

When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and 
knowledge is pleasant unto thy soidy discretion 
^^// preserve thee, Prov. ii. \0. 
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Advent. Saturdai; 

CHSltT OFFIAS HIMSELF TO TUI FATHER. ' 

Bsad Heb. x. 1-10. 

I. Satft^^ and offering ITwu wouldtt not^ bui m 
bodff hast Thou prepared Me. lb. 5. 

He offiBred all to Crod: soul, body, eyer^ 
thing; for all was from God ; all we have is 
of Him. Why do I offer so mach to sense, 
not all to Him ? 1 C^r. iv. 7 ; S. Matt, xxv. 
14, 27. 

II. Lo^ I come to do Thy willy OOod. Ps. xl. 9, 10. 

He sees poverty, contempt, suffering, death, 
yet heartily accepts the Cross,* and embraces 
the Divine will. Let me compare with this 
nay own weak conformity to it, and avoiding 
of the Cross. Heb, xii. 8-5. 

III. I do always thote things that please Him, S 
John viii. 29. 

For the glory of God, and our salvation, 
is His great pleasure : all which does not con- 
tribute to that end is but loss. Henceforth let 
this be my only aim. Jer, xiii. 11; 1 Cor. 
iii. 11-13. 

Let them that suffer according to the toiU of 
rod commit the heeping of their eoula to Hun. 
I well-doing as unto a /aithful Creator. V 

?t. iv, 19. 
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dTourtib duntiap in STfbent. 



THE BLESSED VIRGIN GOES TO VISIT ELIZABETH. 

Read S. Luke i. 39-56. 

I. Mary arose in those days, and went into the hUl 

country, ^c, lb. 39. 

The Lord being with her, she went into the 
hill country. One mark of the presence of 
God is a mind girt up to difficulties. (P«. 
xlvi. 6.) We, then, only safely visit our 
neighbour when the Spirit of God is with 
ourselves. Exod, xxxiii. 12-16. 

II. The babe leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was 
filled with the Holy Ghost. lb. 41. 

Even the infant acknowledged the presence 
of his Lord ; none are hid ^om Him ; His 
children know and love Him. {Jer, i. 6 ; P*. 
Ixxviii. 6.) Is that witness within me ? 

III. My soul doth magnify the Lord, lb. 46. 

Elizabeth had praised the Mother of our 
Lord; she disclaims the praise, and renders 
glory to her God, humbling herself. Whatever 
flows to thee from God, abase thyself, glorify 
and adore Him. Dan» ix,7;S, Matt, viii. 8. 

Ztxt 

Praise the Lord, O my soul; and all that 
is toithin me praise His holy Name, Pa. ciii. 1 . 

For thoughta on the Gospel of the day, see p. 2S2. 
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Fourth Week in Advent. Monday. 

JOSEPH IB INSTRUCTED IN THE MYSTERY OF THE 

INCARNATION. 

Read S. Matt. i. 18-25. 

I. 77ten Joseph her husband, being a just tnan, was 
minded to put her away privily, lb. 19. 

He saw what he could not understand, for 
he knew not the mystery ; but he was careful 
of the reputation of Mary. Learn from his 
example to excuse the cfefects of others to 
thyself, and to screen them from the world. 
8. Matt, xviii. 15, 21, 22. 

II. Was minded to put her away privily. lb. 

She could not but be also troubled, yet she 
committed her way unto the Lord, who or- 
dereth all things for our good (1 Pet. ii. 28), 
and was silent. Does calm submission mark 
my way ? 

III. The Angel cf the Lord appeared, ^c. lb. 20. 

When human counsels fail, the Lord is at 
hand to help ; Mary is spared ; Joseph is in- 
structed. The Lord careth for His people, 
and He careth for me. Pa. xxvii. 10. 

ZtxX. 

He shall make thy righteousness as clear as 
the light y and thy just dealing as tfie ivK^mdo.-^ . 
Vs. xxxvii, 6, 
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TuBSDAY. Fourth Week in 

THE BIRTH OF 8. JOHN BAPTIST. 

Read S. Luke i. 57-80. 

I. She brought forth a son, and her neighbours, ^c, 

heard how the Lord, 4'c* I^ ^7, 58. 

He shewed mercy to Elizabeth by remoying 
barrenness of body ; how much more plainly 
is His mercy seen now, when the barren soul 
is made fruitful. That only is true greatness 
which is, like S. John, great before God. 
S. Matt. xi. 11. 

II. They rejoiced with her, lb. 

Thus holy men rejoice together and give 
God thanks. Am I so filled with the spirit of 
gratitude and thanksgiving. How do I re- 
ceive my daily mercies ? JProv. xi. 10 ; P#. 
cxl. 13. 

III. The hand of the Lord was with him. lb. QG. 

Yet he was not in favour with the world, 
nor dwelt among men ; God led him into the 
desert to fit him for His special service. So 
will He me, and all whom He fits for Himself, 
as He sees best for us. S. Matt, vii. 14 ; i9. 
Mark vi. 31. 

ZtxX* 

Whosoever sJuill humble himself as this little 
child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven, S, Matt, xviii. 4. 
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Advent. Wbdnbsdat. 



THE OFFICE OF 8. JOHN BAPTIST. 

Read S. John i. 6-36 (compare S. Matt. iii. xi. ; 
S. Mark i ; S. Luke vii.). 

I. He came for a wUnett, to bear witness qf the 
light. lb. 7. 

With his mouth he preached Christ, and in 
his lite and death bore witness to Him. What 
have I done, said, or suffered for Him ? 5. 
Matt, vii. 21. 

II. He shailgo before Him in the spirit and power 
cfElias, S. Luke i. 17. 

Zealous, earnest, devoted, free from fear ; 
such was the spirit of both. Is thine such ? or 
rather, how cold, how fearful, how lifeless! 
Mai. iv. 5. 

III. To make ready a people prepared for the 
Lord. lb. 

His call was not to Herod or to princes 
onljr, but to the people, to the poor. The 
Christian's call is to all ; for all the blood of 
Christ was alike shed ; to all their Master 
preached. S. Luke vii. 22, 23. 

Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only. 
S. James i. 22. 
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Thursday. Fourth Weeki\ 



\ 



EXPECTATION OF THE MESSIAH. 

Read Deut. zxziii. 12-17. 



I. There is a river ^ the streams whereof shall mak 
glad the city of God. Ps. xlvi. 4. 

About this time the Virgin Mother wa 
hourly looking for the birth of her Son an< 
J| her Lord ; it might bring trials to herself, bu 

it was for the salvation of men. In such i 
case how ought we earnestly to desire thi 
welfare of the souls of others ! 1 Cor. x. 24. 

II. Zo, the winter is past ; the flowers appeat 
Cant. ii. 11, 12. 

Christy who was to come in human form 
must needs be nursed up by an earthly mother 
But I, too, may bear Him and tend Hin 
spiritually, and spend my all in His service 
S. Matt, xxvi. 6-13. 

III. So mtich the more^ as ye see the day approach 
ing, Heb. x. 25. 

So much the more should we seek to prepan 
our hearts for the love and service of our God 
His service is freedom, yet it needs an eames 
and a resolute mind ; am I prepared to sa 
orifice all that He may be mine, and I His, a 
His coming ? 2 Sam, xxiv. 24. 

I have chosen you, and ordained you, tha< 
ye should go, ana bring forth fruit. S. Johi 
-rr. 16, 
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Advents Fridat. 

THS SENfiFIT OF BEARING CHRIST WITHIN US. 

Read Ephes. iii. 14-21. 

I. Chrigt in pouj the hope cf glory, Coloss. i. 27. 
The hope of glory, not yet fully obtained ; 

they who bear His Cross, receive Him, follow 
Him, love Him, must expect their trials also. 
Yet without hope of. eternal bliss are His 
commandments difficult ; love wUl make that 
yoke easy; is it made so to me? S. John 
xvi. 33. 

II. Me ye have not always. S. Matt xxvi. 11. 
The Mother of our Lord had faithfully waited 

her time ; now it will be hers to tend her Lord 
in His human form, and provide for His 
bodily wants. We, too, have His poor always 
with us; is He so in me that I for His saKe 
serve them ? S. Matt. xxv. 40. 

III. In Me ye might luive peace, in the world tribu- 
lation. S. John xvi. 33. 

In Christ, both glory and peace; in our- 
selves, in the world, trials and difficulties ; for 
these we must prepare ourselves, trusting in 
Him: even as His Blessed Mother for that 
sword which was to pass through her own 
soul. I must not be feariiil or faint-hearted, 
Deut. XX. 8. 

2Prxt 

Slewed is tJte man wliose sirengtH i» iuTKtc, 
/57 av&?<«? Aear^ are Thy ways . V a, \xxxw • ^* 
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Saturday. Fourth Week in Advent, 

THE JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM. 

Read S. Luke ii. 1-5. 

I. Tfiere went out a decree from Casar. lb. 1. 

He was an earthly sovereign; in such we 
are bound to acknowledge the power which is 
from God ; the Mother of our Lord obeyed 
those who were over her ; do I humbly follow 
the same example? S, Matt, xxii. 21 ; xxiii. 3. 

II. Joseph also went up, S[o. to be taxed, lb. 4, 6. 

God had decreed this humiliation also for 
His Son : subjection to a heathen king. How 
often have I nidden my faults under a sem- 
blance of virtue ! here ray Lord, under a sem- 
blance of necessity, hides His voluntary and 
deep self-abasement. How difterent ! S, 
Matt. vi. 16, 17. 

III. Ife came unto His oum, and His own received 
Him not, S. John i. 11. 

The Lord of all ; yet no place for Him 
among His own ; yet even now do I open my 
heart to Him who am doubly His ? He standi- 
eth knocking ; Lord, open Thou my heart and 
come in. Mev» iii. 20. 

Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man 
yar /^ Zorits sake, 1 Pet. ii. IS. 

28 



ON THE BIRTH OF OUR LORD. 

Read S. Luke ii. 1-7. 

I. And 90 U 10(18; while they were there the days 

were aeeomplished, ^o. lb. 6. 

Where were they? think of the poverty, 
meanness, coldness, misery of the place. (2 
Cor. viii. 9.) Would we have Christ bom in 
us? be we, then, lowly and poor, and all our 
passions cooled and emptied out. 

II. And she brought forth her firstborn Son. lb. 7. 
With what humility, reverence, adoration, 

may we suppose her to have received this gift. 
How ouffht we to receive it? it is for us wso ; 
think also of His infant tears ; He was like 
ourselves ; yet more ; and He wept for other 
causes ; for we would not follow Him. 5. 
Luke xix. 41. 

III. Wrapped Him in swaddlinff-chthesy and laid 
Him in a manger. lb. 

Poor, and deprived of all earthly comfort 
from the womb; and yet we flee from that 
which He sought : no room for Him ! {S, 
Matt, viii. 20.) Shall He not find a place in 
my soul, who made that soul a dwelling-place 
for Himself? 2 Cor. vi. 16. 

The Word was made^esh, and dwelt amtm^ 
VM. S. John i. 14. 

J-'or thoughts on the Gospel of the d«y , &ee ^A. 
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Decembbr 26* 



THE MIND OP GOD, OF HIS B. MOTHER, AND OF THE 
ANGELS, AT THE BIETH OF CHRIST. 

Read Heb. i., or Coloss. i. 9-20. 

I. This is My beloved Son, S[c. S. Mark ix. 7. 
Such was Christ to God ; yet He pave Him 

up for thee, and all His merits with Him. 
Oh, if we would use these and apply them to 
ourselves, how rich we should be ! {Coloss. i. 
26, 27.) And Christ gave Himself a sacrifice 
to the Father for me ; let me offer myself a 
sacrifice to Him. Rom, xii. 1. 

II. Mary kept all these things, and pondered, ^c 

S. Luke ii. 19. 

Well might she cherish the continual re- 
membrance of God's mercy and favour. But 
it was to us also ; do I cherish it, ponder it, 
delight in it, use it for my everlasting good ? 
Ps, Ixxix. 13. 

III. Let all the angels of God worship Him. 
Heb. i. 6. 

This was the wUl of God, and they rejoiced 
to do His pleasure, wondering, adoring, desir- 
ing (1 S. Pet. L 12), to know more of the 
mystery. What obligations rest on us for 
whom this mystery was given ! 

€exU 
To the Son he saith, Thy throne^ O Gody is 
for ever and ever. Heb. i. 8. 

For thoughts on the Gospel for the Sunday after Christ- 
JOM, gee p. 23; or for St. Stephen's Day, lYvow aX v^. ovm . 
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Decbmbkr 27. 



THE BIRTH OF CHRIST ANNOUNCED TO THE 
SHEPHERDS. 

Read S. Luke ii. 8-20. 

I. And there were in the tame country shepherds^ 

abiding in the fields ^c, lb. 8, 9. 
Christ reveals Himself to the simple and 
the humble ; to those that watch ; to those 
that keep guard over the flock (the talents, 
the passions, affections) entrusted to their 
keepmg. Am I by His grace such ? Heb, ix. 
28 ; Tit. ii. 12-13. 

II. And the glory cf the Lord shone round about 
them^ and they were sore afraid, lb. 9. 

The light and knowledge of God should in- 
spire godly fear and reverence ; how is this 
with us ? If there is but little reverence, is it 
not that there is but little light and knowledge 
of God ? Hub. iii. 3 ; S. Matt. vi. 22, 23. 

III. Behold^ I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
^c. lb. 10. 

The Angels thus rejoice in our welfare ; re- 
joice we in that of each other ; the joy is a 
Saviour, salvation, to us this day. ( Is. xliii. 3 ; 
2 Cor. vi. 2.) Do I now accept Him? If not, 
whose is the fault? 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. 

How beautiful on the mountains are the feet 
of him that bringeth good tidings, that pub" 
iisheth peace. Is. Iii. 7. 

Or for 8t. John £vangeU8t*« Bsy , ^. \%i. 
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Drcember 28. 



THE SIGN GIVEN TO THE SHEPHERDS, AND Tlt^- 
ANGELS* SONG. 

Read S. Luke ii. 12-18. 

I. Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling' 
clothes^ S[c, lb. 12. 

How huDible the tokens of the Saviour of 
the world ! God reveals Himself and is to be 
found in small things (1 Kings xix. 11, 13), 
and must be sought in the contempt of all 
earthly greatness. 

II. And suddenly there was with the Angel a mul- 
titude, S[c. lb. 1 3. 

The Son abased Himself; the Father gave 
Him more abundant honour. When we aban- 
don earthly consolations, God sends us heaven- 
ly ones. Do I desire such? 5. John viii. 54. 

III. Glorp to God in the highest ; and on earth peaoe^ 
goodwill towards men. lb. 14. 

All Glory is to God, not to us ; if we claim 
it. He will confound us with shame {Luke xiv. 
11): 3. Peace; the gift ofGod*s compassion, 
the fruit of His goodwill towards us. What 
is my will towards Him, and towards my fel- 
low creatures ? Is, Ivii. 19. 

Learn of me; for I am meek amd lowly, 6. 
Matt. xi. 20. 

Or for Holy innocents' Day, that &t p. 76. 
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December 29* 



THE SHEPHERDS EXHORT ONE ANOTHER TO VISIT 

THE SAVIOUR. 

Read S. Luke il 8-20. 

L The Shepherds said {spake) one to another, 

lb. 16. 

They did not at once forget, but thought 
and conversed with each other of the things 
they had heard. So should all who fear Goi 
{Mai. iii. 16), not choke the word with other 
thoughts, o. Matt. xiii. 22. 

II. Let us now go even to Bethlehem, lb. 

It was not only recollecting and talking 
over these things, but at once proposing to act 
and move onwards. Such should be the fruits 
of all hearing and reading (5. James i. 22) ; 
what is the fruit of mine ? 

III. (Let us) see this thing which has come unto 
pass^ which the Lord hath made known to us, lb. 

They wished also to experience and try and 
see what they had heard. So ought we to 
strive to do by those things which God speaks 
to our souls ; otherwise the end of God is 
frustrated, and our souls barren of fruit. 
PML, iv. 8, 9. 

They wUlgofrom strength to strength^ and 
to the God of gods appeareth every one of 
them in Zion. Ps. Ixxxiv. 7. 



For tboag^ta auitable to the end ot t\\e ^eM» w* v^. NKV-K, 
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December 30. 



THE SHEPHERDS COME TO THE STABLE OF THE LORD. 

Read S. Luke ii. 15-18. 

I. And they came with haste, lb. 16. 

Without actual command, for they earnestly- 
desired to see the Lord. When thou hast 
resolved on any good thing, defer not, but 
hasten to accomplish it. Exod, xxii. 29; 
Eccles. V. 4. 

II. And (they) found Mary and Joseph^ and the 
Babe lying in a manger, lb. 

What must have been their joy ! so was 
their earnestness rewarded ; they believed, and 
found it as they were told ; hasten to the race 
which is set before thee. So shalt thou find 
Jesus. Prov, viii. 17. 

III. And when they had seen it, they made known 
abroad, S[c. lb. 17. 

The beginning of knowledge is to hearken 
to the word of God ; by experience is this 
knowledge made sure ; the end is to impart to 
others that which God has ^ven to ourselves. 
(15. John i. 1-3.) Where do I begin ? where 
end? 

Seek the Lord while He may he founds caU 
j^fi upon Nim whilst He is near. Is. W. 6. 
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Dbcbmbsb 81. 



THE BETDRN OF THE SHEFHEftDS FROM THE 
HANGER OF THE LORD. 

Read S. Luke ii. 15-20. 

I. Marp kept ali these things^ and pondered them 
in her heart, lb. 19. 

This is an example of meditation for our 
instruction ; keeping the things of God : 
keeping all ; pondermg them. So also should 
we diligently reflect on such things, lest we 
let them slip. Heb, ii. 1. 

II. The Shepherds returned glor\fffing and praising 
God, lb. 20. 

They returned from converse with Christ, 
foil of holy affections, which they bore with 
them to their several callings. Would we carry 
with us in our duties the love of Christ ? First, 
then, have communion with Him. Acta iv. 
13 ; Exod, xxxiv. 29^5. 

III. For aU the things that ihey hadheard and seen, 
lb. 

In all things they glorified God. If we 
would but attend to the calls of His providence, 
there is nothing for which, and in which, we 
may not eive Him glory. (1 S. Pet. iv. 
10, 11.) Is this really my first object ? 

If a man keep My saying ^ he shall ueoer %ee 
i^a/A, 8. John viii. 61. 
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C|)e Ctrntmttoton (Jan. l). 



Read Gkn. xvii. 10 ; or S. Luke ii. 21 ; 
Rom. ii. 25-29. 

L ATid when eight days were accomplished for the 
circumcising of the child, S. Luke ii. 21. 

Christ was sinless, and therefore not subject 
to the law ; yet He submitted to it, though 
bitter. We transgress the law too often when 
light, and avoid it when difficult. Is this an 
imitation of Christ? 2 Cor, v. 21 ; Eph. ii. 16. 

II. Thy law is within my heart. Ps. xl. 10. 

The Mother of our Lord knew that He was 
not bound to such a rite ; but she knew the 
will of God, and gave not way to earthly af- 
fection. Is our will thwarted ? will our neigh- 
bour be offended, or a relation grieved ? what 
is the will of God ? which shall I follow ? 
Acts iv. 19. 

III. How am I straitened till it be accomplished. 
S. Luke xii. 50. 

Consider also the suffering of our Lord : He 
who was God foresaw, foreknew it; yet He 
went cheerfully to it How do I fall short of 
Jesus ; when I foresee danger or pain, how do 
I seek to flee from it ! S. Matt. xvi. 24. 

ZtxX. 

Lord^ why cannot I foUaw Theet S. John 
x/ii. 37, 
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January 2. 

. THE SEASONS FOR THE CIRCUMCISION. 

Read Bom. iii. 19-31. 

I. A Man of torrows and acquainted with gr%^, 
18.1m. 3. 

By the Circumcision of our Lord, the reality 
oi His human body was shewn ; that He had 
truly taken our nature, and was subject to our 

Eains. Be not contented with appearances, 
ut seek the living reality of holiness, and 
adore God manifest in the flesh. S, Luke 
xxiy. 39. 

II. This is My covenant, which ye shall keep. 
Gen. xvii. 10. 

Our Lord thus declared Himself a Son of 
Abraham, to whom this law was given ; neither 
shame nor pain deterred Him ; neither should 
it restrain me from following earnestly my 
vocation. S, Matt. x. 38. 

III. With UmngJdndness have I drawn thee. Jer« 
xxxi. 3. 

He wished to shew thus early His love for 
us ; to suffer for another is the truest mark of 
love. Do I readily, willingly, cheerfully take 
up the cross in myself? for Him ? for others ? 

1 Pet. iv. 1. 

ZtxU 

If we suffer, we shaU aUo reign ifiUK HVaii« 

2 Tim. ii. 12. 
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Jantjaby 3. 



THE VIRTUES SHEWN BY OUR LORD IN THE 
CIRCUMCISION. 

Read Heb. xii. 1-6. 

I. Though He were a Son, yet learned He obedience* 
Heb. Y. 8. 

1. Obedience. He was not obliged, yet 
He obeyed; shewing His willingness to be 
subject to the whofe law, however severe. 
Why, then, do we shrink even from the lighter 
yoke of a Christian life, of which also the gain 
would be all ours. Ps, i. 2 ; 1 Kings xii. 4. 

II. He made Him to he sin for us, 2 Cor. v. 21. 

2. Humility. Our Lord put Himself under 
the imputation of sin and defilement ; yet He 
knew no sin, nor was His nature corrupt. 
Compare thyself with Him ; thou, a sinner, 
wouldst be thought righteous ; learn to bear 
all true and even false censures. S, Luke 
zxiii. 41. 

III. Christ also hath loved vs and haih given 
Himself fw us. Eph. v. 2. 

8. Charity. For us He hastened to suffer 
and bear an infant's wounds (Jer, ix. 23, 24) ; 
He sought not glory or comfort, but shame 
and sorrow, and so early! How late, how 
coldly, how feebly have I loved Thee, O Lord ! 

Be subject one to another^ and be clothed 
m6i AwnHity, 1 Pet, v. 5. 
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Januauy 4. 



OF THE GIVING OF THE NAME Ot 

Read Phil. ii. 5-11. 

I. Hit name teat eatted Jenu, S. Lul 

Named '^ Jbsus" in the hour of ti 
dsion : when He abased Himself ai 
the toKen of a sinner, God exalted 
save Him that glorious name. We 
followers of Jbsus ; be we also foL 
His humility. Phil. ii. 2. 

II. He called His name Jesus, S. Matt. 

Again think of the rite of Oircui 
The name of Jesus was sealed with blc 
call ourselves followers of Jesus ; am I 
to be mortified and suffer with Him ? . 
been so hitherto ? S. Luke xiv. 26. 

III. His name was called Jesus. S. Luke ii 

Once more: in the Circumcision H 

iledged to obey and keep the whole law 

re called followers of Jesus ; are we 

lim, followers of all the ordinances of 

id of the Christian rule, and of Christ 

^ark iii. 85.) Examine thyself, consic 

Itere is none other name under h 
ft among men, whereby we must be 
iv. 12. 
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January 5. 



THE REASONS FOR THE NAME OF JESUS, AND THE 
OBLIGATIONS IT IMPOSED ON US. 

Read Acts xiii. 23-41. 

I. For He shall save His people from their sins, 
S. Matt. i. 21. 

Therefore He is called Jesus — Saviour ; 
Him hath God exalted to be a Prince and a 
Saviour. (Acts v. 31.) If we follow Him, 
where is our zeal for the souls of others? the 
name of a Christian without the spirit is but 
dead. Dan, xii. 3 ; S, James v. 20. 

II. Let every one that nameth the name of Christ 
depart from iniquity, 2 Tim. ii. 19. 

We, who call Him Lord and Master, who 
bow our heads at His holy name, are especially 
bound in His name to depart from all sin, to 
deny ourselves all ungodliness of thought, 
word, and work. How is this with me? S. 
Matt, xi. 20-24. 

III. WTiatsoever ye do, &c,, do ail in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks. Col. ill. 17. 

Jesus and His glory must be the beginning, 
the continuance, the ending of all our thoughts, 
and words, and works. This only, and no- 
thing else, should I seek. 2 Thess. i. 11, 12. 

®ext. 

Who shall not fear Thee, O Lord, and glo- 
/j^ 7%y Name! Rev. xv. 4. 
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January 7* 



THE WISE MEN OBEY THEI& CALL. 

Read Gen. zii. 1-5 ; 2 Pet i. Ml. 

I. We htme seen His star in the East, S. Matt ii. 2. 

Many others probably had seen the star, 
but these only followed it. How many warn- 
ings and inspirations has God sent to nie ! 
how few have I followed! He continually 
calls ; why do not I obey 7 5. Matt, zx. 16. 

II. We have seen . . . and are come, lb. 

God gave them the privilege of seeing ; He 
gave them also grace, and they used it aright. 
That grace is in vain which we use not ; each 
may be the last. How have I used it ? 2 Cor, 
vi. 1, 2. 

III. We are come to wor^ip Him, lb. 

They delayed not to come ; the example of 
some, the ridicule, it may be, of others, the 
anxiety of friends^ hindered not them ; what 
earthly tie hinders my course? Let me no 
longer delay. S, John xii. 35. 

Are there few that be saved? Strive to enter 
in at the straight gate, S. Luke xiii. 23^ 24. 
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Jantjary 8. 



THE DEPARTURE OF THE WISE MEN FROM THEIR 

COUNTRY. 

Read Heb. xL 8-16. 

I. The Moul of the people was much eUsoouraged be* 

eauee of the way. Numb. xxi. 4. 

Such were the fears of the Israelites of old ; 
8och are the fears of maDy Christians now. 
It was not so with these holy men. Yet to all 
who walk in the narrow way there are trials. 
Gird, then, up thyself, when minthearted, Omy 
soul, and be of good courage. S. John zvi. 83. 

II. He went out, not knotcing whither he went. 
Heb. xi 8. 

God had called them, so they went forth ; 
not knowing where He would lead them, 
they committed themselves to Him. Do I 
trust Him for the future, only desirous to 
know and to follow in His way ? Well may 
I do so. PIiiL i. 6. 

III. They seek a country^ ... a better, lb. 14. 

Yes, their desires were heavenward, like 
the Patriarchs of old. Yet how few oppor- 
tunities had they; and I, how many! And 
yet how cold my desires of seeing and finding 
Christ. Now help me, O my Lord, to seek in 
earnest, and to find Thee. Jer, 1. 4, 5. 

Ohy send out Tky Uaht and Thy truths that 
they may lead me, ana bring me unto Th^ Kob| 
Ai^ ana to 77^ dwelling. Ps. z\m. ^. 
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January 9. 



THE WISE MEN ENTER JERUSALEM. 

Read S. Matt ii. 1-4 ; Cant. iiL 1-4. 

I. Where is He? lb. 2. 

Had they, then, lost the star, and began to 
seek guidance of men ? — or why 7 Was God 
proving their constancy ? So even from His 
chosen people He withdraws sensible conso- 
lations, to see if they will still seek Him. 
Prove, then, thyself. Ps, civ. 29. 

II. He who is bom King tf the Jews. lb. 

And this in the very city of the tyrant, the 
jealous Herod. What a spirit of fearlessness ! 
a lively faith and ardent desire drive away 
all fears. Do I follow in such a spirit those 
things which are for the glory of God? 8, 
Matt. X. 28. 

III. When Herod had heard these things^ he was 
troubled^ and all Jerusalem toith him. lb. 3. 

It requires but little to disturb and trouble 
the earthly minded : to such there is no peace. 
Would I be filled with peace, and free from 
such tumult of mind ? Let me lay aside all 
love of the world, all earthly affections. Is, 
xlviii. 22 ; Jer, xxx, 5. 

Ztxt 

Whom have I in heaven hut Thee, and there 
is none upon earth that I desire in comparison 
o/Thee. Ps. Ixxvi. 24. 
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January 10. 



HEROD*8 INQUIRY WHERE CHRIST SHOULD BE BORN. 

Read Ezek. xIy. 1-8. 

L When he had gathered all the chief priests and 
scribes together, ^c. S. Matt. iL 4. 

So God's providence orders all things to 
work His own purpose; and Herod is the 
means of making known to the wise men 
the birthplace of the Lord. He uses even 
unworthy ministers for the good of those who 
love Him. Phil. i. 18 ; Ezek, xxxiv. 7, &c. 

II. He demanded of them where Christ should be 
born, lb. 

He appeared an anxious inquirer — in his 
heart, an enemy of the truth and of Christ. 
Have I never clothed an evil passion under 
the semblance of virtue (e,g, anger^ as zeal)? 
S. Matt, xxiii. 27, 28. 

III. And they said . , . In Bethlehem. lb. 5. 

They taught the truth in words ; they had 
no saving knowledge of it. They shewed the 
way to Him ; they sought not Him in it. 
What have I heard, and known, and said, 
which tends to Him ? How far have I acted 
on it ? Rom. ii. 17-26. 

ZtxX. 

If ye hnaw these things^ /iappy aTe\)e xf'^^ 
dot^tem. S, John xiii. 17. 
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IVhen Herod had privily called the wise men, hi 
inquired, S^c. S. Matt. ii. 9. 

Although this inquiry was hypocritical, anc 
r an evil end, I may well compare the dill 
ince of Herod for it with my own slothfulness 
. the search for heavenly things. S, Lukt 
d. 8 ; S, John vi. 27. 

I. Oo and search diligently . . . and when ye hat 
found him, bring me word, Ih. 8. 

So, having determined on evil himself, 1 
;ries to engage others in helping on his wickc 
plans. So, if we be not aware, shall we f 
from depth to depth of evil. Prov, xvii. 14 

^TT. Thai I may come and worship Him also, X 

" rruia in thft tm 



January 12. 



THEY DEPART FROM JERUSALEM TO BETHLEHE] 

Read Gren. xix. 17-26. 

I. When ihey had heard the king^ they depart 
S. Matt ii. 9. 

They did no more in the CTeat city th 
was needful to find Christ; Uien they wc 
on their way. But how many cares and d 
tractions have I allowed to draw me asi 
from the narrow path. S, Mark iv. 19. 

II. And lo, the star . . . went before them, lb. 
While the guiding star was withdraw 

they still persevered in inquiry ; God i 
warded their earnestness. In all spiritt 
dejections and clouds, still seek Him in i 
tience : He will return in due time, bringi; 
consolation. Is, 1. 10. 

III. 71// it came and stood over where the you 
Child was. lb. 

It brought them at length to Jesus, whc 
they sought ; but it was to one lowly, hui 
ble, poor. Where do my objects in 1 
lead me ? To vanity and self^xaltation ? 
they are of Satan ; to a poor, and humb! 
and lowly spirit?— they are of God, and w 
bring me to God. Rev, xxii. 16. 

ZtxX, 

In the broad tvay I will seek Him ^nlumv.* 
souihveth. Cant. iii. ^. 
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JTtxiSt dttntlas after (Ep^j^an^* 

OF THE ADORATION OF THE WISE HEN. 

Read Is. xlix. 1-7. 

I. And when they were come into the houses they saw 

the young ChUd with Mary His mother, S. Matt, 
ii. 11. 

They did not despise the poverty nor the 
meanness which they saw ; but by divine 
teaching, they knew the infant to be God. 
God made Himself vile for me; I shall not 
find Him amidst wealth or honours. S. James 
ii. 1-5. 

II. And fell down. lb. 

Not only as a sign of respect to Him, but in 
token of their own nothingness in the sight of 
God. The knowledge of God and His pre- 
sence ! What reverence of Him, what con- 
tempt of ourselves, should it produce in us ! 
1 Kings xix. 13. 

III. And worshipped Him, lb. 

Like them, give thanks for His redemption 
of the world, and for His call of thyself; like 
them, offer thyself in lowliness to His service. 
Ps, cxvi. 16, 16. 

Whoso offereth Me titanks and praise, he 
konoureth Me, Ps. 1. 23. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see p. 19. 
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First Week after Epiphany, Monday. 

OF THE GIFTS OFFERED BY THE WISE MEN. 

Read Ps. Ixxil. 

I. And when they had opened their treeumres, they 

(offered) unto Him, S. Matt. ii. 11. 

Thus shewing their faith by their works. 
Not comiDg empty, but bringing the best of 
all they had. For gold, let us bring love ; for 
incense, a devoted neart ; for myrrh, a self- 
mortified spirit. 1 Chron. xxix. 9. 

II. Thep presented unto Him gifts. lb.' 

Consider why such gifts were acceptable to 
God : not because they were costly, but being 
the fruits of a lively faith, piety, humility, 
submission. If we would offer acceptably to 
God, it is not the cjuantity but the spirit that 
He esteems. Ps, li. 16, 17. 

III. Gotd^frankincense^ and myrrh. lb. 

Bemember that God, who forgets not our 
labours of love, repays our offerings with bet- 
ter gifts. For our gold, increase of feith, hope, 
and charity; for our incense, the spirit of 
prayer; for our myrrh, His incorruptible grace. 
Our offerings are but vile, His gifts inestimable. 
S, Matt. xiii. 8-12. 

Promise unto the Lord your God, and keep 
it ; bring presents unto Him thai ougKt to \>9 
feared. Pa. ixxvi. 11. 
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First Week after 



BTURN OF THE WISE MSN INTO THEIR OWN 
CX)UNTRT. 

Read Deut. xvii. 8-20. 

nff warned qfGod in a dream. Matt. ii. 1 2. 

in doubt, God thus directed them, 
in answer to their prayers. In all 
I doubts seek Him, and He will di- 
Exod, xxiii. 20. 

hey should not return to Herod, lb. 

thly governor had bidden one course, 
;ts another. All earthly claims must 
de when God speaks either by His 
)y His providence. Acts xvi. 6-12. 

departed into their own country another 
. lb. 

)een thought that, while inquiring in 
1, they lost sight of the star : they fol- 
igain, and found Christ. Now they 
s inspiration. So we best avoid sin, 
refrain from that in which we have 
tempted. Ps, cxix. 101 ; Jer, ii. 19. 

€txl 

mrs shall hear a word behind theCy 
Ids is the wauy walk ye in itj when ye 
e right hand and when ye turn to the 
XXX. 21. 



50 



\ 



Epiphanjf* Wbdnbsday. 

PBOM THE IMFAMCT OF CHRIST LEABN CONTEMPT OF 

THE WORLD. 

Read S. John xv. 18-20. 

I. Lotfe not the world. 1 John ii. 15. 

Sach is the teaching of our Lord's example. 
He is bom secretly in the night, without pomp, 
unknown, except to humble shepherds. Do 
we seek great things or men ? Let us learn to 
love retirement and simplicity. Jer, xlv. 6. 

IL The world, lb. 

We are not told that any visited Christ 
either from Jerusalem or Bethlehem, though 
the wise men were directed thither by them. 
Are we content to be so despised and neglected 
of the world 7 Is. liii. 3. 

III. Nor the things thtU are in the world, lb. 

The wise men oflPered gold to Christ. He 
might then have fared better, and gained pub- 
lic notice, yet was content to be without human 
consolations or attentions. Is not this des- 
pising the world 7 Do we so despise it, or seek 
it 7 8, James iv, 4. 

S^ext. 
Be not conformed to this world, Rom. xii. 2. 
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Thursday. First Week after 

LEARN HUMILITY FROM THE INFANCY OF CHRIST. 

Read PhUip. ii. 1-13. 

I. Learn qfme; far I am meek and lowly, S. Matt 
3d. 29. 

Thus our Lord speaks to us, even from the 
manger ; He bids us humble ourselves with 
Him ; He, the Infinite, become like the weakest 
infant. And dare I be proud who am but vile 
earth? Lam, i. 11, 12. 

II. Can there any good thing come out of Naza- 
reth? S. John i. 46. 

In His birth, the majesty, goodness, divinity 
of our Lord, and all His perfections, were 
hidden from human eyes. Learn hence to 
refrain from all boasting, and conceal rather 
than publish our virtues. Prov, xii. 23. 

III. Is not this the carpenter^s son ? S. Matt, 
xiii. 55. 

All that our Lord chose was mean ; a poor 
maid for His mother; a mechanic for His 
step&ther ; a stable for His dwelling ; a man- 

fer for His cradle. Do I deserve, do I seek 
etter things? think of Him, and be lowly. 
S. Matt. X. 24. 

Ztxt, 

It is enough for the disciple that he he as his 
ffiiisfer, S, Matt. x. 26. 
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Epiphaxf. Friday. 

LEARN A SPIRIT OF POVERTY AND CONTENTEDNSaS 
FROM THE INFANCY OF CHRIST. 

Re<td S. James ii. 5-7. 

I. For your sokes He became poor. 2 Cor. Tiii. 9. 

He, the Lord of all, who gives to all abund- 
antly, had nothing beyond the meanest ne- 
cessaries. Respeet, then, the poor ; He sought 
poverty on earth ; let me seek riches in hea- 
ven. 8, Luke ii. 24 ; Levit. xii. 8. 

II. The Son qfman had noi where to lay His head, 

S. Matt Tiii 20. 

He not only had no more than He needed, 
but scarcely so much. How do we conduct 
oorselveB when we have not all our desires? 
let me learn contentment of Him. S. John 
iv. 6-11. 

III. No room for them in the inn. S. Luke ii. 7. 

The place, the time, the animals in the 
stable of our Lord, all might tend to bring 
Him discomfort. Consider this and be satis- 
fied, and bear all which God's providence 
gives ; the more He was vile for us, the more 
Kst Him be dear to me. 1 S. John iv. 19. 

ZtxU 

I know thy worksj and tribulation,^ and 
poverty; but thou art rich. l^ev. \\, ^» 
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Satxtrdat. First Week after Epipham 



LEARN OBEDIENCE FROM THE INFANCY OF CHRI81 



obediert 



Read Ck)l. iii 12-23. 

I. He humbled Himself and became 
PhiL ii. 8. 

The first act of Christ was obedience ; boi 
while going upon a journey required by la 
from Nazareth to Bethlehem; He, the Kin 
of kings, thus obeying even an earthly gove] 
nor. Consider the act of obedience alway 
rather than the person ; all authority is < 
God. Rom. xiii. 1, 2, 4. 

II. He learned obedience by the things which E 
suffered, Heb. v. 8. 

Even in things painful it is a duty to obej 
our Lord submitted to poverty, want, tria 
pain. Our will should m all things oonsei 
to {Horn. zii. 2) the Divine will, and, for H 
sake, to that of all who are set over us in Hin 

III. He was subject unto them, S. Luke ii. 51. 

Christ obeyed His earthly parents; thin 
of their happmess in such a Son. Make thoj 
whom Grod hath set over thee happy also i 
following His example ; a willing obediem 
is a great part of it. PhU, ii. 7. 

My San, obey My voice. Gen. xxvii. 8. 
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S^ttonti dunlfai^ after <£pipf)an$. 

LBARN FROM THE INFANT JBBU8, PATTENCB. 

Read Keb. iLU. 1-13. 

L Thhikett thou that I cannot now pray to My 
Faliher, S. Matt xxvi. 53. 

Christ might have taken a nature free from 
snfierins, but He would not ; He could have 
freed Himself from suffering and its effects, 
but He would rather bear it. That which 
pleased Him, shall we not welcome when He 
sends it. 5. Luke zxiv. 36. 

II. They brought Him to Jerusalem, S. Luke ii. 22. 

Think of the inconveniences of His journey 
in childhood, cold, exposure, hunger. His al- 
ready wounded body. He, the good Physi- 
cian, thus suffered for the sick. Shall not I 
suffer for His sake? Acts v. 41. 

III. I find no fault in Him. S. John xix. 4. 

The sufferings of all His life were borne by 
Him faultless. To suffer, though innocent, 
and willingly, is the patience of saints. Such 
was the patience of Jesus, King of saints. 
Such should be mine. 2 Tim, ii. 12. 

®ext 

Let patience have her perfect work ; that ye 
may oe perfect and entire^ wanting nothing, 
S. James i. 4. 

For tbonghU on the Ooapel ot lYie <!l«s ^ w% "ft. 1.^*1 . 
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Monday. Second Week after 

LEARN FROM THE INFANT JESU8, THE LOVE OF GOD 
AND OUR NEIGHBOUR. 

Read S. Matt. xix. 16-21 ; xxii. 35-40 (compare 
Deut. vi. 5 ; Levit. xix. 18). 

I. Thou shah love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, S. Matt. xxiL 37. 

The proof of love is in what we do for Him 
whom we love. Love to God is shewn by 
zeal for His glory. Christ bore all the sor- 
rows of infancy for the glory of the Father. 
Bo I seek in all things to promote it. Tit, i. 16. 

II. Be likeminded one toward another. Bom. xy. 5. 

The love of Christ was shewn towards as 
also. For us men and for our salvation He 
was born and suffered. Learn to love thy 
neighbour, so as to promote his salvation, and 
be united in His work. Bom, xv. 1-6. 

III. Thou shall love thy neigMour as thyself. S. 
Matt xxiL 39. 

Christ bore all our sorrows, infirmities, sad- 
ness. He bore the punishment due to our 
sins — a penalty which we could not pay. 
And shall not I bear with my neighbour, feel 
for him, and sorrow with him ? Is, liii. 4. 

Receive ye one another^ as Christ also rC" 
ceived us, to the glory of God, Rom. xy. 7. 
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Epiphanf. Tuksdat. 

LEARN FROU THE INFANT JESUS, WHAT IS 
A HOLY LOVE OF OURSELVES. 

Retid S, John iv. 5-15. 

I. I seek not mine own glory. S. John viiL 50. 

The true love of ourselves is to desire that 
only which is really and eternally for our good 
and the glory of God ; not that which we 
desire for the moment. Christ sought not His 
own but His Father's glory. S. John vi. 27. 

II. Mp meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me, 
S. John iy. 84. 

The desire of Jesus for Himself was for the 
fulfilment of the Divine will in Him. He al- 
ways did those things which pleased God. 
Would that this were our rule. How few at- 
tempt to follow it ! Do I ? S. John viii. 29. 

III. Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God. 1 Cor. XV. 50. 

Our Lord for this cause accepted humilia- 
tion, poverty, contempt, sufiering. If we would 
follow Him, we too must root out all evil pas- 
sions and desires, according to the will of God : 
mortifying the flesh and its affections. 1 Pet. 
iv. 1, 2. 

If any man defile the temple of God, him 
shall Ood destroy ; for the temple of Qod U 
hohf, which temple ye are. \ Cot. \\\, \1 • 
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Wbdnscoat. Second Week after 

THE JOUaNEY WITH CHRIST FOE THE PURIFICATION. 

Read Ps. xlv. 10-17. 

I. And when the daps of her purification were ac- 
complUhed, S. Luke ii. 22. 

According to the letter of the law the Vir- 
gin Mother has been thought exempt from 
this law. But she followed Him who needed 
not circumcision, yet was circumcised. So 
for the glory of God should I do and suffer 
willingly all things. Ps, xliv. 22. 

II. Let not your good be evil spoken of, Rom. xiv. 
16. 

Had she neglected this rite, she would have 
been reputed uDclean. Yet God knew her 
purity, and she could have taken comfort in 
His judgment. (1 Cor. iv. 3, 4.) Yet I too 
often, when accused by God and my conscience, 
desire to appear before men what I am not. 

III. / will go forth in the strength of the Lord. 
Ps. Ixxi. 14. 

Think once more of the place they left — ^its 
poverty and trials. Yet it had been happy. 
So was their journey, though weary, for Jesus 
was with them. Where He is there is lieither 
solitude nor want. S, John viii. 16. 

Bear ye one anotkei^s burdens, and sojulfil 
/Ae law of Christ. Gal . vi . 2. 
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Ep^hamf. Thursday. 

OF THE BITE OF PUBIFICATION. 

Reiid Levit. zii 

I. // heeometh tu to fulfil all righteousness. S. 
Matt, iii 15. 

It was generally enjoined, whatever might 
have been her exemption. The spirit of real 
obedience was to do that which appeared to be 
required. If all things are lawiul, all are not 
expedient. Do. I forego, for the love of God, 
things inexpedient ? 1 Cor, vi. 12. 

II. Learn of me ; for I am meek and lowly, S. 
Matt. xi. 29. 

The following the example of Christ, who 
had been circumcised, was another incentive 
to a willing obedience. Such should be our 
motive at all times. In doing so we cannot 
do wrong, or take real harm. 1 S. Pet. iii. 13. 

III. Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man, 
1 S. Pet ii. 13. 

Advancement in the way of purity and god- 
liness is another motive for using all ap- 
pointed ordinances. Whosoever hath, to him 
shall be given. (S. Matt. xiii. 12.) And much 
I need the use of these for the purification of 
my heart. 

Be ye foUowere of me^ even as I ana <s{ 
CMst. 1 Cor. xi, 1. 

50 



Friday. Second Week after 

REASONS FOR THE PURIFICATION. 

Reiul Rom. xiy. or Tit. ii. 11-14. 

I. Provide things honest in the sight qf all men. 

Rom. xii. 17* 

By it all scandal was taken away, and the 
reproach which might have fallen on the work 
of God. W hat is worse than to bring reproach 
on our fieiith by negligence or an inconsistent 
liberty ? 1 Car. viii. 9. 

II. Seekest thou great things for thyself 1 seek them 
not, Jer. xlv. 5. 

By it the Mother of our Lord took her place 
among other women, conforming like them to 
things lawful and right. The spirit of seeking 
and claiming exemptions or singular favours 
is to be repressed. Seek to live nobly the li^s 
of ordinaiy, simple men, and we shall have 
enough to do. Bam. xii. 16. 

III. Thou hast loved righteousness^ and hated tf»- 
iquUy, Ps. xlv. 8. 

An ungrudging spirit of willing conformity 
to the mind of &od is accepted of Him. We 
cannot fulfil all His will, or serve Him enough. 
To grudffe Him service because the letter does 
not require it, is not the mind of a Christian. 
Oh, if He were to repay my unprofitableness! 
S. Matt. XXV. 15-30. 

Follow after the things which make far 
peace, and things wherewith one may edify 
another. Bom. xiv. 19. 
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Epiphany. Saturday. 

WHAT YIRTOES THE BLESSED VIRGIN PARTICULARLY 
EXHIBITED IN HER PURIFICATION. 

Reiul S. Mark xii. 41-44. (S. Luke xxi.) 

I. Before honour is humility. ProY. xv. 33. 

The spirit of obedience and purity have been 
already mentioned. There was also deep hu- 
mility. She desired not to seem better than 
others, but to be what God would have her to 
be. Take care rather to become than to ap- 
pear to be holy. 1 John iii. 18. 

II. She of her penury, S. Luke xxi. 4. 

There was also a spirit of poverty in her 
gift. From the offerings of the wise men 
a larger gift might have been made. But her 
Lord had made Himself her poor son, and 
should she seek for a place among the wealthy ? 
How do I act in such matters ? 2 Cor. viii. 
1,2. 

III. With goodwill doing service as to the Lord. 
Eph. vi. 7. 

Her devotion to the service of God we may 
make our example. In it she followed Christ. 
In it I should do well to follow her. Offering 
myself, and all that I have, to His holy ser- 
vice. Heb. xiii. 15, 16. 

ZtxX. 

Not as pleasina men, but Oody toMch ttieth 
our hearts. \ Tness. ii. 4. 
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C|)trll dtin)(a$ afUt Sptp||anp« 

WHY CHRIST WISHED TO BB PBBSBNTBD IN THB 

TBMPLB. 

Read Heb. x. 1-9. 

I. Thep brought Him to JeruseUem^ to presetU Him 
to the Lord, S. Luke iL 22. 

The Author of the Law desires Himself to 
fulfil in deed, what in word He had enjoined ; 
not those who call only on Him, but those who 
obey are blessed. It is not in words but in 
deeds that true religion consists. S, MeUt, 
vii. 21. 

II. Made sinjor tts who knew no sin, 2 Cor. y. 21. 
Again ; He came to set an example of hu- 
mility, and subjected Himself, as if a sinner, 
to the law. How often do we turn the praises 
of God to our own ^lory ; has He not said His 
glory He will not give to another? S, John 
viu. 54. 

III. He loved me, and gave Himself for 'R^* C^al* 
ii20. 

Christ would be ours by a double title ; first 
l^iven to us of the Father, now bought again 
m His presentation for us. Do I seek in every 
way how I also may be His ? yet every crea- 
ture, every moment, bids me be so. 1 Car. 
iii. -21-23. 

Leaving us an example^ that I should follow 
His steps. 1 S. Pet. ii. 21. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, «ee i^. 2A\ . 
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TS&trd Week after Epiphany, Monday. 

THB MOTHER OF OUR LORD PRB8BNT8 HER SON, 
THK SON PRKSKNTS HIMSELF TO THE FATHER. 

Head 1 Sam. I 21-28. 

I. Bp Hkn let us offer sacrifice* . • . Heb. xiii. 15. 

This presentation of Christ is a type of what 
Christian offering should be ; the mother 
came to be purified ; she presented Christ to 
the Father ; no service is accepted of God ex- 
cept I offer it with and by and through Christ. 
1 8. Pet. ii. 5. 

II. He offered up Himself. Heb. vii. 27. 

Think aeain how Christ, for the glory of 
God and the souls of men, was willing to be 
presented, and to present Himself. Let us 
seek the same zeal that He had for the glory 
of the Father, and stir it up within us. Is, 
xlii. 11, 12. 

III. Mv behved Sony in whom I am well pleased, 
S. Matt. ilL 17. 

Once more ; think how grateful must this 
have been to God ; Christ the only, the be- 
loved Son, presented to Him ; the one oblar- 
tion alone found well pleasing to Him, and 
that for thee ! Heb, ix. 8-12. 

ZtxX, 

By Him let tis offer the sacrifice of praise to 
Ooaeantinualb/. Heb. xiii. 16. 
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Tuesday. Third Week after 

or THE CHARACTER OF THE AGED SIMEON, AND 
THE MEETING WITH HIM. 

Read S. Luke ii. 25*35. 

I. The game man was just and devout. lb. 25. 

The fear of God is the best disposition for 
receiving Christ into the soul. A holy and 
devout mind, continually waiting on God, is 
ever desirous and ready to receive Him. Have 
I such a disposition ? PhiL i. 21. 

II. Waiting for the Consolation qf Israel, lb. 

Notwithstanding so many ages had passed, 
patriarchs and prophets had expected out not 
seen Him. Still, this servant of God waited 
for Him who was his only consolation. What 
should be my faith, now He has really come ? 
Heb. zi. 13. 

III. And it was revealed unto him by the Holy 
Ghost, that he should not see death, before that 
he had seen the Lord'^s Christ, lb. 26. 

Such was the reward of his constancy, a 
certain hope of seeing Christ ! Such is the 
hope of all who are pure in heart. Such may 
be mine. 'S'. Matt, v. 8. 

^of£f, Zord, what voaxt Iforl my hvpe \»va 

^^^^ P8.XXXIX.7, 
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Ep^kmy, Wbdnbsdat. 

8DCEON TAkES CHRIST IN HIS ARMS. 

Rwui again S. Luke ii 28 (compare S. Mark 

X. 13-16). 

I. And he came by the Spirit into the Temple. S. 
Luke iL 27. 

Following this Divine guidance, he found 
Christ. What if he had delayed ? How im- 
portant to attend to the motions of the Spirit 
of God ! each one may be the last vouchsafed 
to me. 2 Car, vi. 2. 

IL Then took he Him up m his arms, lb. 28. 

The promise was, that he should see Christ ; 
but God granted him more. (1 Tim, i. 14.) 
Such is the mercy of God 1 Yet we, in return, 
vow much^ and pay little. Has it not been so 
with me ? 

IIL And blessed God and said, ^c, lb. 

Consider the heavenly-mindedness of this 
aged saint. Having Christ, he had all, and 
now desired to die, and be for ever with God ; 
no more to see, or know, or embrace the 
creature, who had been permitted thus to 
embrace his Lord. Ps. Ixxiii. 25. 

^Blegsedare the pure in heart : for they slwW. 
**^^^5^. S.Matt.Y.Q. 
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Thursday. Third Week after 

SIMEON PROPHESIES OF CHRIST. 

Ite€ul S. Luke ii. (compare 2 Cor. ii. 14-16). 

I. This Child is set for the fall . . . of many, lb. 34. 

The Saviour set for the fall of sinners! 
Yes; but of those who, knowing Him, in 
works deny Him, abuse His grace, and follow 
not their holy calling. If thou hast been such, 
repent. Tit, i. 16, 16. 

II. And {for the) rising again of many. lb. 

For many — yes, of all, if they will. For 
God willeth not {Ezek» zxxiii. 11) the death 
of a sinner ; nay, He desires our salvation 
more ardently tnan we. Seek, then, to rise 
from death to life in Him. 

III. And for a sign which shall be spoken against, 
lb. 

The whole of the life of Christ, and the 
course of the lives of men, proves this too 
true. He ever has endured {Heb, xii. 3) the 
contradiction of sinners against Himself. Has 
He not endured mine ? Henceforth may He 
be the object of my desires, and the pattern of 
my Ufe. 

Whosoever shaU fdJH on this ston* «hflX\ \>e 
^roAen; but on whotmoever it slwillfaU^^t wOX 
^^'ndhim to powder. S. Matt. m^. ^* 
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Epiphai^ ^ Friday . 

HB FBOPHE8IS8 TO THE MOTHEa OF OUR LORD. 

Read Hill as b^ore {eampare Ezra ix.). 

L A tword shall pierce through thy oum soul also, 
S. Luke ii 35. 

So God mingles together things bitter and 
sweet for His people. The being Mother to 
Christ had its sorrows : the more she loved 
Him, the greater her sorrow in His. Bo I 
shew my love to Him, by sorrow for my own 
sins and those of others? Ps, cxiz. 136. 

II. Joint heirs with Christ, \f so he that we suffer 
with Him, Bom. viiL 17. 

Christ had ever before His mind the fore- 
knowledge of His passion, so she was conformed 
to His image by tne knowledge of her coming 
trials. Do I desire to be like Him ? let me 
embrace and share His cross. Horn, viii. 29. 

IIL Tliere stood by the cross of Jesus His Mother, 
S. John xix. 25. 

In some measure this prophecy was true 
at the moment of the Circumcision ; much 
more at the hour of our Lord's Passion. Such 
a sword ought to pas^ through my soul, in 
memory of those sins of mine for which He 
suffered. If I repent not ! Rom. ii. 5. 

^txU 
ye sAallbe sarroiqfuL^ bai ywir sottou) %hbX 
^ turned into Joy. S.Jobnkvl.W- 
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Saturday. nird Week after Epiphany, 

THE COMTNG IN OF THE PROPHETESS ANNA. 

Read S. Luke iL 36-38. 

I. She departed not from the temple, lb. 37. 

Such was her perseverance in holy things. 
The crown is only for those who persevere. 
Do I seek the crown? Why, then, promise 
so much, and perform so little ? Heb, x, 38. 

II. Bui served God , . . night and day, lb. 

Hers was not a half service : in fasting, in 
watching, in prayer. Such was a life in wnich 
to find and to know God. If we would see 
Him, we too must be pure of heart {S, Matt, 
V. 8), and crucified to the world. 

III. She coming in that instant, lb. 38. 

God makes opportunities for His iieople. 
It is their gain to use them at once, lest tney 
lose them. He draws as by a cord ; one 
thing hangs on another. If I neglect one, I 
may lose dl. S, Luke xix. 42. 

This is life eternal, that they might know 
Thee, the only true Qody and Jesus Christy 
sa4am ITkou hast sent. S. Jobn rvu. ^. 
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;:fintv^ JhtflUa^ after ttpif^anm. 

OF THE WO&DB AND AFFECTIONS OF ANNA THE 

PBOPHETE88. 

Read S. Luke ii. 36-38. 

I. She earning in j^o., gave thanks, lb. 38. 

The prophetess saw, under the veil of 
human flesh, the true God. Do we likewise 
acknowled^ Him, unseen yet present, in His 
Church, His sacraments, His poor ? If so, 
why do we serve Him so little ? 2 5. Pet, i. 8. 

II. Cfave thanks unto the Lord, and spake cf Him 
to alif ^0. lb. 

Anna blessed and glorified God — for what ? 
For His mercies, for His humiliation, for His 
salvation. Had I the same love, should not I 
also give thanks, and speak of Him ? S, Matt, 
zu. 84. 

IIL To aU who looked for redemption in Jerusalem, 

She spake then of the Messias, the long- 
expected, to all — to all who waited for Him. 
To all, to the meanest of His faithfhl followers, 
should we speak of Him, as brethren, and 
join our praises with theirs. Is. xxv. 9. 

Thou art my God, and I vsiU praise Thee ; 
J7d4?u art m^ God, I wiU exalt Thee. '^^^ 
cxriiL 26, 



For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, tt«»T^. ^^\. 
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Monday. Fourth Week after 

CHRIST IS REDEEMED ACCORDING TO LAW WITH 
FIYE SHEKELS. 

Read S. Luke il 27, 39 (Levit. zxvii. 1-13). 

I. To do for Him according to the law, lb. 27. 

Part of the law, of which every tittle {S. 
Matt, V, 18) was to be fulfilled, was the re- 
demption of those presented to God. His 
poor parents bought Jesus again, as it were, 
to bring Him up for God — ay, and for us 
poor sinners. Do we who are parents do so 
for Him by our children ? 

II. My Son, give me Thine heart, Prov. xxiii. 26. 

He was bought back, as it were, of God, 
who desired again to make Him ours, by 
every new title (Rom, viii. 82). What can I 
give for Him? My heart, my affections, 
myself to God. 

III. Bug , • • vfithotU money and without price. 
Is. Iv. 1. 

. Or, again : the five shekels are, as it were, 
nothing ; infinitely small a price for an in- 
finite God. How much do I expend on 
vanity ! how little on God ! 1 Chron, xxiz. 3. 

ZtxX, 
ZTe was despised^ and we esteemed Him -not. 
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Epiphany, Tuesday. 

HEBOD IS WBOTU. 

Read S. Matt. ii. 16-18. 

L When Herod saw that, ^c. lb. 16. 

Herod thought that he saw ^ but he did not. 
He accused the Wise Men in his own mind, 
whereas they were led (Is. Iv. 8, 9) by the 
oonnsel of God. How onen have I not dealt 
so witJi others ? 

II. He was mocked. lb. 

It was Herod himself (2 Tim. iii. 13) that 
had deceived the Wise Men, pretending that 
he wished to worship Jesus. What we are 
ourselves, we too often suppose others to be. 
If I do not desire others to think so of me, 
why think so of them? 

III. He was exceeding wroth. lb. 

So he proceeded from sin to sin, and con- 
ceived at last murder in his heart. If we once 
give way to our evil passions, they will have 
me mastery. How often have I done so ! 
what evils have I suffered from it! Bom, 
vi. 16. 

TAe wrath of man worketh not the righle- 
^msness qf God. S. Jaa. i. 20. 
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Wbdnesdat. Fourth Week after 

^ . - - — - ' — ^^^^— 

THE PDRF08E OF GOD TO WITHDRAW CHRIST FROM 
THE REACH OF HEROD. 

Read S. Matt. ii. 13-15. 

I. Shall we receive good at the hand of Chdy and 

shall we not receive evil? Job ii. 10. 

Whom God loveth, He chasteneth (Is, liv. 
7, 8) — even His own Son. The life of Christ 
was in danger : He is protected, yet by what 
toil and difficulty. How do I receive such 
providences ? Do I murmur, or no ? 

II. Endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ. 2 Tim. ii. 3. 

Christ was sent, not to the country of the 
Wise Men, who had Him in honour, but to 
Egyptians — heathen barbarians, enemies. Are 
we content with such dispensations ; or do we 
seek honour, esteem, &c.? Ps, xxxvii. 23. 

III. In that dag shall there be an altar to the Lord 
in the midst of the land of Egypt, Is. xix. 19. 

God, as it were, forgot the conduct of the 
Egyptians of old, and sent His Son as an emblem 
of peace and reconciliation. He had punished, 
now He encourages them. So let me receive 
His warnings, and still have hope. Heb, xii. 6. 

ZtxU 

Our light afflicHony which is but for a too- 
^^^t^ worhethfar tis afar more exceeding a-nd. 
^^^^yia/ weight (^f glory. ^ Cor. w . VI . 
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Eppkamf. Thursday. 

JOSEPH IS WARNED BY THE ANGEL TO FLEE INTO 

EGYPT. 

Read again S. Matt. ii. 13-15. 

L And the Angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph^ 
. . • Maying^ Arise, ^c» lb. 

In a dream ; at nigbt ; while all were still 
mslamber. We must loose the cords of our 
tent at the bidding of God. Who shall go 
with OS ? It is enough if Jesus be there. CoL 
lU. 11. 

II. Be thou there until I bring thee word, lb. 

God does not reveal all His purposes ; He 
bids ns wait His time. Submit thyself, and 
therein is true peace. Is my peace sueh? 
2 Cor. xii. 8, 9. 

III. When he arose, he took the young Child and 
His Mother. lb. 14. 

Here is a true example of obedience. Sub- 
jection of the judgment ; readiness of will ; 
promptness to obey ; leaving all to follow the 
will of God. Is my mind like theirs ? Heb. 
xi. 8. 

ZexU 

Commit thy way unto the Lord^ wnd pw^ tht^ 
/rusf in mm. Pa. xxx vii . 6, 
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Faidat. Fourth Week after 

OF THE ACTUAL FUOHT INTO EGYPT. 

Read S. Matt. ii. 13-15. 

I. / will go forth in the strength of the Lord God, 

Fs. Ixxi. 14. 

In all this toilsomejourney there was one 
only consolation, " This is for the sake of 
Jesus!'' Such a thought makes even bitter 
things sweet. Blessed are they that suffer 
for mm. AcU v. 41. 

II. When we were enemies we were reconciled to 
God, Rom. V. 10. 

Christ came to die for sinners, even for 
Herod ; yet Herod sought His life. And 
have not I crucified Him afresh by sin, who 
died for me ? Heb. vi. 6. 

III. A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. 
Is. liii. 3. 

In all this, Christ bore human discomforts 
and afflictions, gladly, willingly, for our sakes. 
What do I bear for Him ? 1 Cor, xiii. 7. 

ffvie suffer y we shall also reign with Him. 
2 Tim. ii. 12. 
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Ep^httHy» Saturday. 

OF OUR lord's sojourn IN EGYPT. 

Read Ps. cxx. 

I. How shall toe sing the LonTs song in a strange 
land. Pb. cxxxvii. 4. 

Our Blessed Lord, as God, knew all things ; 
He knew that He was dwelling in a heathen 
nation, enemies of God and of His people. 
Do I leol the misery of such a sojourn? have 
I an earnest zeal for God when among un- 
godly people ? Ps, cxix. 58. 

II. He was despised. Is. liii. 3. 

If He was poor among His own people, 
how much more so in a strange land ! there 
without honour, for they knew Him not. Do 
I know Him? If I do, do I love Him, 
esteem Him, and sorrow for those who know 
Him not ? S, Matt. xiii. 17. 

III. Jestts wept. S. John zi. 35. 

He must have known and felt for the pri- 
vations of His parents, and the sorrows of 
the childless mothers who were slain for Him. 
Do I feel for those who are in need, and for 
all who suffer in any way for me ? S, John 
xi. 33. 

tnt, 
J'deAeld the transgressors, and vqoa grleree^ 
^^''^''^ ^^ Aeep not Thy ward. Pft-cxvL.\^ 
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dFifib duntfa^ after (tpifi^sinp. 

THE MURDER OF THE INNOCENTS. 

Read S. Matt. ii. 16-18 (Jer. xxxi. 15). 

I. Then Herod . . . sent for th^ and slew all the chil- 
dren that were in Bethlehem. lb. 16. 

Such was the end of Herod's ambition. 
Try to remember all thine own falls caused 
by some one small beginning. Besist passion 
early, lest it gain the dominion. Ps. xix. 13. 

II. And in all the coasts thereof^ from two years 
old and under, lb. 

Thus Herod used every necessary means, 
and more than was needful, to accomplish his 
wicked object. Oh, were I but half as cau- 
tious in avoiding evil, as the sons of wicked- 
ness are in committing it ! /S>. Luke zvi. 8. 

III. Every purpose of. the Lord shall be performed, 
Jer. 11. 29. 

All the counsels of God are infinite and 
wise ; even the actions of evil men are made 
to work his glory. By this cniel act the 
coming of the Messiah was but the more made 
known. These little ones were eternally saved. 
Is, Ivii. 1. 

€txt. 

These were redeemed from amtynn men^ being 
^^^rstjruits unto God and tht Lam6. Rev. 
-r/V. 4, 



Por thoughts on the Gospel ol ftie day* ««« ^' ^^^' 
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Fifth Week after Epiphany. Monday. 

JOSEPH IS BIDDEN TO BETDBN. 

Read lb. 19-23. 

I. But when Herod was dead. lb. 19. 

Even while Christ was an infant, by whose 
death he hoped to establish his own kingdom. 
In time, God visits the sins of the wicked upon 
them : take heed how thou temptest Him. 
1 Thess. V. 3. 

II. An Angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to 
Joseph in Egypt. lb. 

No sooner is the fit hour come, than God 
makes it known to His servant. How well 
may I trust in Him who careth for me ! Thee 
will I praise, my Lord, my God, my Guide. 
1 S. Pet. V. 7. 

III. Ari8e.t take the young Child and His Mother^ 
and go into the land of Israel. lb. 20. 

He leaves the whole land to his choice : all 
the land of promise is the home of the chil- 
dren of God. If we would know more, we 
must inquire of Him who loves to be inquired 
of. Ezek. xxzvi. 37. 

Zext. 

T^iHi shalt guide me icith Thy couiwel, wrA 
q/!fer that receive me [yato^ glory. ^^* Vwiv^' 

77 



Tuesday. Fifth Week after 

OF THE RETURN FKOM EGYPT. 

ReadVa, 

I. And he arose, and took the young Child, ^c, lb. 

21. 

Equally ready to go and to return, at the 
bidding of God ; to go into, or to remain in, 
trials. What is my spirit? Am I quick to 
excuse myself? slow to obey? &c. 1 S, Pet, 
V. 6. 

II. When he heard that Arohelaus did reign, ^o,, he 
was afraid, lb. 22. 

There was nothing really to fear ; nor did 
they fear for themselves, but for the child 
Jesus. Make ray affections, O Lord, such, 
that I may fear only the loss of Thee. P«. 
Ixxiii. 25. 

III. He came and dwelt in a citg called Naxareth, 
lb. 23. 

He chose the humbler place ; not the royal 
city, but the despised Nazareth. By so much 
the more I may exalt Him as I abase myself. 
8, Luke xiv. 10. 

ZtxU 

■£o/ IcamCj to do Thy vnXly O God. K^\^« 
r. 7. 
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Bpipkany, Wbdnb»day. 

CHRIST GOING UP TO JERUSALEM WITH HIS PARENTS. 

Read S. Luke ii. 40-42. 

I. His parents tpent to Jerusalem every year. 

lb. 41. 

Such was their pious custom : it was, for 
Joseph, according to the law. Can we doubt 
die blessing that followed? Can I doubt how 
far better it had been with me, had I perse- 
vered in uniform obedience to my holy voca- 
tion. S. Matt. xxiv. 13 ; Ps. Ixxxiv. 7. 

II. His parents. lb. 

The Jaw required this only of males ; but 
the blessed Mother went also. God was 
honoured, and her soul profited. That soul 
thrives badly who alms at no more than the 
letter of the law. Is my aim more ? is it as 
much ? S, Matt. zxv. 25. 

III. In the midst qfthe congregation wiU I praise 
Thee. Ps. xxiL 22. 

Christ, the holy Child, went also. Oh, 
that blessed company ! Happy they who thus 
walked with Jesus. Happy, too, may I be, 
and full of all consolation, if He is with me, 
and I walk with Him. Ps. Ixxxiz. 15. 

ZtxU 

^ ufiff give thankB wnXo i\Mi, Lord, uW\v 
i^wAole hearty secretly onumg tkc foBdl^HiX^ 
'*^t» the cangregatum. Ps. cxi. \- 
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Thursday. 



Fifth Week aft 



M' 



OF THEIR GOING CTP TO THE TEMPLE. 

Read lb. 

I. When He was twelve years old, lb. 42. 

At the age at which the understanding ai 
judgment begin to manifest themselves, h 
shewed that His first care was for the servi' 
and glory of God. Oh, that from our you 
upwards we and ours had so served Hii 
Jaccles. xii. 1. 

II. They went up to Jerusalem after the custom 
the feast. lb. 

And His parents with Him. But Archelau 
of whom Joseph had been afraid, was still < 
the throne ! But now he fears not ; duty ai 
the honour of God are to be considered. A 
I courageous for Him? do I rely on His saf 
guard ? Acts iv. 19. 

III. Present your bodies a living sacrifice. Roi 
xu. 1. 

So did they. Let me accompany them 
spirit ; observe and imitate their humilit 
reverence, gratitude, fervour; and compa 
with it my own habit of body, soul, ai 
spirit ; see where I lack, and mend my wa} 
1 Thess. V. 23. 

^^ Zord laveth the gates of Zwm. 
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Epiphany, Friday. 

THE CHILD JESUS TARRIES IN THE TEMPLE. 

Read S. Luke ii. 43, &c. (Ps. cxxii.) 

L When they had fulfilled the days, as they returned. 
lb. 

They were not satisfied to so up merely, 
Imt tney remained till the whole feast was 
passed. Let it be our desire to offer to God a 
idioley not a mutilated service. 1 Sam, xv. 
18-23. 

IL The CTiild Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem, lb. 

So well was He affected to all that belonged 
to God ; His desire was to the house of His 
Father ; this He preferred to all company and 
all places. Is my heart there with Him ? Ps. 
xzvi. 8. 

III. And Joseph and His Mother knew not of it, 
lb. 

Yet He knew the sorrow it would give them, 
but He heeded not this : His work was for 
God. If I find the ways of those about me are 
not towards Him (and how often they are 
impediments to His service), do I follow them 
or Him ? S. Luke xiv. 26. 



STe that loveth fi 
^e. .^^^ 

81 



^e that loveth faiher or mother moffelVxaiv 
e, is not worthy of Me, S . ^«AX. x- ^n * 



Saturday. Fifth Week after Epiphany, 

HIS PAEENTS SEEK THEIR LOST SON. 

Read lb. 44, 45. (Cant, iii.) 

I. They, supposing Him to have been in the com- 
pany^ went a da^^s journey. lb. 44. 

It would seem strange that they could bear 
separation from the Holy Child ; but He was 
in favour with God and man. They may have 
borne it willingly for the sake of the comfort 
and edification to others. And this is charity. 
Rom, ix. 3. 

II. And sought Him among their kin^oik and ac- 
quaintance, lb. 

They sought Him diligently, but found Him 
not. Jesus is not to be found amid earthly 
ties and affections ; these distract rather than 
draw the soul. Where do I seek Him ? Job 
xxiii. 8-10. 

III. And when they found Him not, they turned 
back again to Jerusalem, lb. 45. 

StiU they sought Him, but now with a bet- 
ter hope, for they turned towards Jerusalem. 
So when God hides His face, it is that I may 
seek Him again in His heavenly home, in Je- 
rusalem, the city of peace. Lam, iii. 26 ; Is, 
ilv. 7, 8. 

TAou didst hide Thy face ; and 1 vjoa Itout 
^^^. Ps, XXX, 7. 
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^i^ dunllap after Cpipi^anp* 

CBRIST BITTING AMONG THE DOCTORS. 

Read lb. 46, 47. (1 Sam. iiL) 

L They found Him m ihe temple, lb. 

It is Dot said that they sought Him elsewhere 
in Jerusalem ; there, in the temple, they knew 
His heart was; not in the streets and dis- 
tractions of worldly life. Where do I seek 
for rest in trouble? amongst men, or in 
prayer ? Cant. iii. 1, 2. 

IL SUHng in ihe midst qfthe doctor Sy both hearing 
them and asking them questions. lb. 

Who is wise enough, when Jesus sits among 
the doctors ? True wisdom is to ask that we 
may learn, to hear that we may practise. Let 
ns not despise the teachers appomted of God. 
Prov, i. 8. 

III. AU that heard Him were astonished at His 
understanding and answers, lb. 47. 

His words were truth, and' light, and life ; 
they were astonished at them. We have them 
all, and more than they heard ; how coldly 
have I received them ! how little acted on 
them ! Ps. cxiz. 180. 

JSTmp sweet are Thy toordi unto twu toxie. 
Ps. cxix. 108. 

-Por tbougbte on the Gospel of the day, wft p. ^S»> *t*- 

83 



Monday. Sia:th Week after 

HIS mother's words on finding him. 
Reeid lb. 48. (Ps. cxxvi.) 

I. Son^ why hast Thou thus dealt with t» ? lb. 

She was unable to restrain herself, and 
shewed before all men her grief, acknowledg- 
ing her love of Him. God pleads with us, and 
in His mercy permits us to plead with Him. 
S. Matt, xii. 34. 

II. Thy father and L lb. 

She spoke her own heart's desire ; yet first 
mentioned Joseph ; a pattern at once of hu- 
mility and love. Here is a test for me. Who 
do I put first? Others or myself; not in word 
only, but in thought? Rom. xii. 10. 

III. Have sought Thee sorrowing. lb. 

Their sorrow led them to seek Him whom 
they loved. It is not enough to sorrow for 
the loss of the presence of Christ ; I must seek 
Him anew with all dilieence ; He may with- 
draw to teach us to seek Him, and enhance 
our joy in finding Him. Ps, Ixix. 32. 

My God, my Godj why hast thou forsaken 
me. Pa. xxiu 1. 
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Ejnphatiy. Tubsdat. 

THE ANSWER OF CHRIST TO HIS MOTHER. 

Bead lb. 49, 50. (Neh. vi. 1-4.) 

I. How U U that ye sought me 1 lb. 49. 

They needed not to seek Him as if He knew 
not wnat to do ; His counsels and wisdom are 
infinite. To these should we submit, even 
when for a while He withdraws Himself; the 
day of comfort will return. Rom, ix. 20. 

II. T^ist ye not that I must be about My Father^g 
business 9 lb. 

They knew, or ought to have known, what 
His care was to do His heavenly Father's 
will ; for this all, father, mother, every thing 
dear on earth must be left. Do I so fulfil my 
vocation ? S, John vi. 38. 

ill. And they understood not the saying, lb. 50. 

Not even to her was all made known at 
first ; as we grow in ^race, so also in know- 
ledge and understandingof divine mysteries; 
yet they questioned not His saying. Do I so 
receive His providences, even when I under- 
stand them not ? S, John vii. 17. 

Tke zeal of thine house hath eolea Me uj. 
S, John ii, 17, 
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Wrdnbbdat. 



Sixth Week a 



'h 



THE GOING DOWN FBOM THE TEMPLE. 

Read lb. 51. (Ruth i. 15-18.) 

I. And He went dovm with th&n, lb. 

His whole life was coming down ; fi 
heaven to earth, from the mount to toil 
sorrow, from the cross to the grave. In 
things a pattern of self-abasement. S, Ja 
i. 9, 10. 

II. And came to Nazareth. lb. 

To a place despised of many, the lo^ 
dwelling of His poor mother and herhusba 
Let me not seek the place or the company 
the great of this world. Bom. xii. 16. 

III. And was subject unto them, lb. 

In all things ; God subject to the creatu 
of His hand. Let me try and picture to n 
self His life, and from it learn the great 
honour is to be found in the lowest offices 
charity and love. Do I delight in or av 
such ? S. John xiii. 14, 15. 



All of you he subject one to another, 1 F 
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Ej^kmjf, Thursday. 

BIB IMCRSA8E IN WISDOM, STATURE, AND FAVOUR. 

Read lb. 62. (Gen. xxxix. 1-6.) 

u JetuM inereased in statttre, lb. 

He might like Adam have assumed a nature 
>f full ase; but He would pass through ever^ 
leriod (n life to bear the more for us ; for this 
xoly he supported His body. For His service 
tnly should I nourish mine^ following Him. 
; Car. x. 31. 

!I. Inwiadom, lb. 

Yet was He all wisdom from all eternity ; 
mt He grew in all grace in the sieht of men. 
L have grown in years ; have I grown in 
prace ? I have learnt human wisdom ; have I 
eamt divine ? CoL ii. 3 ; 1 Cor. i. 20. 

ill. In favour with Ood and man, lb. 

So our blessed Lord united the glory and 
food pleasure of God with the instruction 
ind edification of man. Have I sought only 
o please man ? this is vanity. Have I forgot- 
en my neighbour? it is the better follo^inff 
»f Jesus to edify Him while I glorify God. 
Sf. Matt. V. 16. 

ZtxU 

JTn Him toas Ufe^ cmd t?ie life ico* tVfc V^ 
'«w«r. S. John i. 4. 
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Friday. Sixth Week after 

THE LIFE OF CHBIST UNTIL HIS THIRTIETH YEAR. 

Read Is. liii. 1-4. 

I. Mp meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me^ 

and to finish His work. S. John iv. 34. 

That work was to bear our sins, to procure 
our salvation. On this we may believe He 
thought, counting up the sins of all men, 
seeing them beforehand, sorrowing over them, 
interceding. Oh, that I might henceforth be a 
joy, not a sorrow to Him ! 1 These, ii. 19, 20. 

II. He whom thou hvest is sick, S. John xi. 3. 

Our Lord did not shut Himself up against 
human ties and affections ; those wno knew 
Him, knew His tenderness and sympathy. 
Such ought to be ours. Our intercourse with 
others should be for their comfort or profit. 
What is mine ? Mai, iii. 16, 17. 

III. Is not this the carpenter^ s son? S. Matt. xiii. 55. 

He who was subject to His parents, doubt- 
less laboured with and for them. He willinffly 
Eut Himself under the law made, not for Him, 
ut for us. (Gen, iii. 19.) Not restless to 
teach others ; waiting His father's time. How 
do I employ my talents, my time? I Cor, 
iv. 12. 

^. ^'I'^i^er Sim that endured such controduj- 
^^ ^^inners against Himself - Heb, xv\. ^ 
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phony, Saturday. 

lAT LJ&&80NS WE MAY LEARN FROM THE YOUTH 

OE CHRIST. 

Read Gen. xxii. 1-10. 

Tkjf Father, which seetfi in secret, ^c. S. Matt. 
lie. 

1. Learn humility. His divinity, wisdom, 

oiraculous powers, were all concealed for 

nany years : He lived in Nazareth almost 

anknown. Do I keep from, or press into 

observation ? Prov, xv. 33 ; IS. Pet. v. 6. 

II. My Son, keep Thy Father*8 commandments, 
Prov. vi. 20. 

2. Learn obedience. Towards God, whose 
work and business He would be engaged in. 
Towards man, for He sat learning of the 
doctors, and was subject to His parents. 
Do I shew diligence in my calling, readiness 
of will in all good things ? Rom, v. 19. 

III. In your patience possess ye your souls, S. 
Luke zxi. 19. 

8. Learn patience. He lived many years 
in poverty and comparative want : it was 
pleasing to God. But how distasteful is it to 
men ! now they shrink from it ! Do not I ? 
Yet patience and contentment is real gain. 
1 Tim, vi. 6. 

Sext. 
Zeam of Me^ for I am meek au4 \iwo\ai>»v 
Af»r// and^/e shall find rest unto )jout %cwX*' 
^. Matt, xi, 29. 
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THE DECREE OF THE HOLY TRINITY THAT CHRI 

SHOULD DIE. 

Read Ps. Ixxxv. 

I. They are altogether become abominable. 
xiv. 4. 

Man had sinned : shall he perish ? 1 
.|, justice of God is offended, because man 1 

despised God and His command, notwi 
standing he had a nature capable of obedien 
and the warning of the fallen angels, j 
Ixxxix. 14. 

II. Mercy and truth have met together. Ps. Ixx 
10. 

Yet the mercy of God pleads the infirm 
and misery of man ; the exhibition of the Ic 
and goodness of God in the pardon of mi 
In this plea join with all thy soul. Ps. li. 

III. // is expedient that one man should die for 
people, S. John xi. 50. 

Such was the merciful decree of the M< 
High. How good for the glory of God I h( 
go^ for our salvation ! What do I not o' 
to God ! How much can I love, how mu 
can I serve Him ! Jer. iii. 12. 

€txU 
y^tis it behoved Christ to suffer. ^. \m 

-for thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see p. ^\ 
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Sqfhmgesima, Monday. 

THE COUNCIL OF THE PHARISEES AGAINST CHBI8T. 

Read S. John xi. 45-57. 

L Then gathered (they) a council, lU 47. 

Who ? The enemies of Christ, against the 
loving Benefactor of men. If thou wouldst 
then have been indignant against their coun- 
cil, be wrathful now against thyself, whose 
evil passions have rebelled against Him. 
2 Sam. xii. 7-13. 

II. TfUs man doeth manp miracles, lb. 

'^ This man" they call Him, despising Him, 
though they acknowledge His power. Oh, 
how bften have I in my heart acknowledged 
and known His will, but in my words and 
deeds made light of it ! Make me, O Lord, 
now to love and serve thee only. Deut, 
xi. 13, &c. 

III. // is expedient that one man should die, lb. 50. 

And thus the Just One is condemned in 
secret, unheard, unaccused, unconvicted. So 
do evil men. Yet God, who bringeth good 
out of evil, had so ordered His own decrees^ 
that they did but work His will. Learn this, 
and be wise. Prov, xvi. 33. 

-^S things toark together fvr Qood \o VV^ew- 
ihatiave God. Rom. vm. «5»- 
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Tuesday. Septuagesima, 

THE SUPPER IN BETHANY SFX DAYS BEFOEE THE 

PASSOVER. 

Read S. John xii. 1-8. 

I. There they made Him a supper^ and Martha 
served, lb. 2. 

This was in the house of another person 
where Martha was serving. There is no place 
or time where we may not serve Him. Dost 
thou love Him ? This is the proof of it, that 
every where, and at all times, we seek occa- 
sion to serve Him. 2 Cor, v. 14, 15. 

II. Then took Mary a pound of ointment^ very costly^ 
and anointed the feet of Jesus, lb. 3. 

She had once done so, on her conversion 
and forgiveness; now again, a thanksgiving 
for her brother's life. At the feet of Jesus is 
the place for us to lie in humility and love. 
There bring the real offerings, not of outward 
works only, but the affections of the heart. 
Ps, xxix. 1, 2. 

III. And the house was filled with the odour of the 
ointment, lb. 

We are unto God a sweet savour of Christ 
(2 Cor. ii. 16) ; to our neighbour, by edifica- 
tion and good example. Are we such in our 
homes, in the Church, before all men? or, 
by bad habits and example, is our savour to 
be abhorred ? 

^^sins, which are many^ are /orgwcn, for 
'^^ /hvea much. S. Luke vli. 47 . 
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Septuagesimcu Wednesday. 

THE DISCIPLES MURMUR AGAINST MAGDALENE. 

Read S. Matt. xxvL 6-13. 

r. J^hen His disciples saw it, they had indignation, 
lb. 8. 

They did not understand her motiye. We 
see only the outside ; God sees the heart. 
Yet we impute evil motives to others. How 
often have I done so, when I could impute 
good ones ! S. Matt, xi. 18, 19. 

II. Then saith one qfHis disciples, Judas Iscariot, 
S. John xii. 4. 

S. Matthew and S. Mark speak of others 
murmuring also. So often does the discon- 
tented and evil mind of one draw others along 
with it. Take care neither to begin nor to 
follow others who begin an evil spirit of dis- 
content. Numb, xvi. 

III. This ointment might have been sold for mveh^ 
and given to the poor, S. Matt. xxvi. 9. 

So with hypocrisy he made a cloak for his 
covetousness. How often have I excused 
anger, by zeal ; undue familiarity, by love ; 
attachment to the creature, by a fruitful con- 
versation ! &c. But God IS not mocked. 
1 Pet. ii. 16, 16. 

Sext. 
O^arify^tkinketh no eml. \ Cot . xva- ^* 
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Thursday. Septuagesima. 

CBEIST DEFENDS UAMY MAGDALENE. 

fymd S. Luke ju. 39, &c. (S* Mark xiv.) 

I, J09ms smuU ITAy inmbU jw the woman ? 4;c. S. 
Matt xxTu 10. 

Our Lord ever defends the persecuted and 
ll6]|>]e«». Here He defends her against Judas ; 
fit another time, asainst the hypocrisy of the 
pbarii^ees (S. Lfute vii.) ; and once more, 
li0fan»t the worldly-mindednes^ of Martha. 
j^rt> we (mined hy the accusations of others, 
4>iir consolation is in Him. Is. zli. 10, 11. 

|I. Y0 hm9€ tkf po9t ahcajfs with y<m, lb. 11. 

Our Lord did not defend Magdalene hy 
^jc|>oiMn|r Judas. Nor should we defend onr- 
^^1 yes by betray insr the iault of another. ( Gen. 
J||» 19, iiiO He praised her for doing before- 
kiuhU 'what could not be done afterwards. Am 
I «i« r^^> w^^ early in my service as she? 

- • 1^ HrWrw«rrtr this Gospei dW/ be preached . . - 

* gj^ . . . «A«^ *♦ te/rf/or a memorial ^ her. Ih. 13. 

Hilary had not answered Judas, but left her 

f^ vith Christ He gave her the praises of 

^Jii ftJthtVil to all generations, " The humble 

ll^^H |kt fxaltttl.** How do I receive an un- 

»^*^,i^l«roachT P»* xxxix. 1. 

^^^ mttut ftmmittttk ^mse^ uuto Thee^fw 
> i^t. X. Id. 
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Sepiuagesima, Friday. 

GOING UP TO JERUSALEM CHRIST FORETEL8 
HIS PASSION. 

Read S. Mark x. 32-34. (S. Matt xx. ; 
S. Luke xviii.) 

I. Jesut went before them^ and they were amazed, 

lb. 32. 

They were surprised to see their Master in 
haste. To what was He hasting ? to honour ? 
No : to the cross. To what do I hasten most ? 
To worldly profit, or the following of Christ, 
and those wno follow Him 7 Acts xx. 16, 22. 

II. T%e Son qffnan sJholl he delivered^ S[c. lb. 33. 

Again He foretels His passion, loving to 
think and speak of it for love of us, as an 
encouragement to them. Do we suffer? let 
OS suffer with a good will, remembering that 
Jesus is with us. Acts xx. 22-24. 

III. TJtey understood none of these things. S.Luke 
xviii. 34. 

For they looked for an earthly kingdom 
and glory ; they had not yet learned Christ. 
If we think but little of Him, it is because we 
yet cleave to earthly things. But why do I 
so? the disciple is not above the master. 
S. Matt. X. 24. 

The natural man rcceiveth not iUe iKxiv^* oj 
tAe Spirit of God. 1 Cot. ii. \4. 
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Saturday. Septuagesima, 

oua lord's preparing for the solemn going 

UP TO JERUSALEM. 

Read S. Matt. xxi. 1-7. (S. Mark xi. ; S. Luke xix.) 

I. And Jesus, ^c. took the twelve disciples apart, 

S. Matt XX. 17. 

Our Lord knew the plot of the Jews, yet 
He went openly, of his own free will ; giving 
one more opportunity to acknowledge Him 
as Messiah. God gives to all grace {ilph, iv. 
7) ; all do not use it. Do 1 ? 

II. Go ye into the village and . . ye shall find^ ^e. 
. . . sayy The Lord hath need. S. Matt. xxi. 2. 

He shews His Godhead by knowing things 
unseen : and He sees and knows thee. (Prov. 
XV. 3.) He is Lord. When He calls on roe to 
subdue a passion, to restrain a desire, do I do 
so ? Think on these words, " The Lord hath 
need of it ;" give it up for His sake. 

III. T%e disciples went and did as Jesus com- 
manded, lb. 6. 

They asked no question, but immediately 
obeyed. The owner of the animals heard 
" The Lord hath need," and he let them go. 
So desirous were they to please God. Is iny 
will ready to accomplish his inward sugges- 
tions? 1 8, John iu, 21 r^' 

^^ Zordhath need of them, ^. M«lU. «\,^. 
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de):age£itma dttnUap* 



THE TRIUMPHAL ENTBY OF CH&18T INTO JERUBALE3I. 

Bead S. Matt. xxi. 7-11 (S. Mark ; S. Luke). 

I. They put on them their clothes, and they set 
Him thereon. lb. 

Who could have stirred up such praises for 
one 80 lowly and humble, except God, who 
moves the hearts of all ? He only can make 
me rightly esteem that which is truly good, 
above all, Christ Himself. Ps, xxix., ex. 

II. They cried, saying, Hosanna, ^c, lb. 9. 
The three great proofs of devotion were 

given by these people : the love of the heart ; 
the praises of the mouth ; the works of their 
hands. Do, then, my own words and works 
come forth of a pure and loving heart ? JRam. 
X. 10. 

III. Behold, thy King cometh unto thee. lb. 5. 
Imagine thyself bidden to meet Him. To 

me He comes, for atonement, redemption, 
sanctification, salvation ; to me, miserable 
and vile! See that thou open to Him the 
gates of thy heart, that the King of glory 
may come in. Zech. ix. 9 ; xiv. 6. 

ZtxU 
Behold, I stand at the door and kwick\ xf 
<iity man hear My voice and opera IKa docrr^X 
tnllea me in. Rev. iii. ^ . ^.^ 

For tlionghto on the Qo«p«\ ot v\» to.1 > ««* »•'' 



Monday. Sexagesima, 

THE ENVIOUS WORDS OF THE PHARISEES. 

Read S. John xiL 16-19. (S. Luke xix. 37-40.) 

I. Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing 1 lb. 19. 

With all their malice, they were ohiiged to 
confess their own nothingness. If others envy 
thee, they can do nothing without the will of 
God ; if others obtain praise, see thou envy 
them not. Ps, xlix. 16. 

II. The Pharitees said. Matter^ rebuke Thy disci- 
ples, S. Luke xix. 39. 

They seek their evil end through the hu- 
mility of Christ, calling Him " Master," as if 
they revered Him. Yet now should not His 
real disciples praise their Lord? Envy and 
such evil passions see every thing amiss ; 
Lord, put tnis spirit far from me. Tit, i, 15. 

III. J[f these should hold their peace, the stones 
would immediately cry out. lb. 40. 

How can they be silent whose mouths God 
has opened ? Even the hardest heart God 
may soften by His grace. Has He not tried 
to soften mine ? how often have I withstood 
His grace ! S, Matt, xii. 34 ; Ps, cxiv. 7, 8. 

^^rtfy envieth not. 1 Cot. xui. K, 
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exagesima. Tuesday, 

CHRIST WEEPS OVER JERUSALEM. 

Read S. Luke xix. 41-44 (and see the Lamentations 

of Jeremiah). 

I« And when He was come near^ He beheld the eity^ 
and wept over it. lb. 41. 

In Jerusalem He saw a figure of the whole 
world ; yes, even of thee. He knew that His 
grace was sufiBcient (8. John v. 40), if men 
would use it. But if not, His grace is in vain. 

II. If thou hadst known^ even thou^ in this thy day, 
^0. lb. 42. 

The blindness of men brought tears to the 
ejes of the Lord. This is thy day, even this 
life ; then shall be the day of tne ijord. Open, 
then, mine eyes, O Lord, that I may see. 
S» John ix. 4 ; Heb, ix. 27. 

III. The days shall come upon thee thai thine ene- 
mies shall cast a trench about thee, 4[C, lb. 43. 

Our sins pave the way for the judgments of 
God. In that day the enemies of the soul and 
the remembrance of his own sins shall hedge 
in the sinner who hath not known or used 
aright the day of grace. 1 Tm. y. 524. 

/ieeeive not the oracc of QoA m 'o«a»'- 
Cor. vL 1. y J 
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Wednesday. Sexagesima, 

JDDAS AGREES WITH THE CHIEF PRIESTS FOR THE 
BETRAYAL OF JESUS. 

Read S. Matt. xxvi. 14-16. (S. Mark xiv. ; S. Luke 
xxil.) [Compare Gen. xxxvii. 28.] 

I. Then one of the twelve^ called Jvdas Iscanot^ 
went unto the chitif priests, lb. 14. 

Then, that is, when covetousness had en- 
tered his heart. Such is the end of unre- 
strained passions. First, covetousness ; then 
discontent ; then hatred ; then betrayal. Fear 
thou the first beginnings. Fs, xix, 13. 

[I. Hltai will ye give me, and I toiU deliver Him 
unto ffoun lb. 15. 

The price he left to the enemies of Christ ; 
of so bttle value did he esteem his Lord. 
How much more has He counted us who gave 
Himself of us ! Is. liii. 3. 

[II. And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces 
qf silver, lb. 

Thus vilely did they value Him. Yet it 
was all ordered in the counsels of God. So 
did He humble Himself. And I have nothing 
great that I can give for Him. Let me give 
the nothing that I have ; He will give Him- 
self to ine. Skch, xi. 12, 13. 

Ztxl, 
^a^e Aeedy and beware of covetousnesft. ^. 



^i. 16. 
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Sejpogesima* Th urs d a 

THE PASCHAL 8UFFEB. 

iZeocTS. Luke xxil 7-18. (S. Mattxxvi; 
S. Mark xiv.) [Exod. xii.] 

I. Go iiUo the city, ^e, • . ,1 will keep the Pauwer 
at thy house. S. Matt xxvi. 18. 

He had not even a place wherein to keep 
the appointed feast ; He, the Lord of all. 
Tet as Lord He spake, and was instantly 
obeyed by the master of the house. Is my 
obedienee such to those whom God hath set 
over me? Acts x, 33. 

IL With desire I have desired to eat this Passover, 
S* Luke xziL 15* 

His desire increased as His passion drew 
near: He longed for our redemption. The 
proof of love is a willinj^ess to suffer. Have 
I such a proof in myself? 5. John x. 11. 

III. Tour lamb shall be without blemish, Exod. 
xiL 5, &c. {Compare Gen. xxii. 8.) 

In all these things Christ fulfilled the law 

n Himself. The Lamb slain, and offered a 

aerifice for sin. Think of His love for thy- 

*lf; think of that offering, and be thankful. 

*ev. xiii. 8. 

Sext 
^holdtke Lamb of God^ ^DhichtokeW a-uoa^ 
» qf^Ae world. S. J ohu \- *i^- 
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Bmd S. Jolw xiil 1.11. 

I. Knowing that tha Pother had givtn all IhtK 
lo nil handt . . lit riaeih front supper. Ifa 

" And began to wftah the disciples' I 
What a picture of Hia majesty, and o 
humility ! All things His, yet He atoo 
the loweot offices. If they are, then n 
thy«elf onto Hira, that He niay wmIi 
cleanse from oil sin those feet that havi 
lowed others than Him. DnU. xii. S9, '■ 

II. He rUeOt from mppeT, and laid aaide Hi 
taentt, ^c, lb. 4. 

Why did He do so alone I (/i. Jzii 
They too were iharars in His powers, i 
He bestowed on them, of healing, ahsol 
&c., why not, then, in this humility 
To teach me by example, that if I am 
humble, I must be ready before all fo 
meanest serrice. 

III. Lord, diut Thau vmtkmgf tell lb. 6. 
S. Peter thus learnt his own vilenea: 

Lord's greatDess and goodness. Do I 
the same for myself, on whom He dail 
stows the meritorious washing of His bl 
Not my affections onl^, bat my thought 
my vorka should be bis. 

ffrit. 
-f«»>< «(rf my feet only, tut also ma 
"^•W ^ad. S. John kiii. 9. 



Sexagesima. Satui 

OUB LOKD'S admonition to HIB DI8CIPLEI 

Read 8. John ziM. 12-17. 

I. Know ff€ what I have done to pou, lb. 12. 

Oar Saviour first set them the examp 
then questioned and instructed them. TL 
is the way to persuade men. And surely 
may be convinced of Him who so lowere 
Himself, not for them only, but for me 
i*. 16. 

IL / have given pou an example, jfc. Ih. 15. 

His example is always for the imitation of 
His people ; if not, we rob it of its best pur- 

C. The yoke He would have me bear He 
borne before me. This is our rule, that 
we follow Him. S, John x, 4. 

III. If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do 
them. lb. 17. 

The knowledge of the will of God brings 
with it the duty of obedience. What is my 
knowledge ? what are my acts ? The servant 
who knew his Lord's will, but did it not, is 
beaten with many stripes. S. Luke xii. 47, 48. 

S^cxt. 

J^e one another clb I huDe loroed ^jou.* "^ 
Toba XV. 12. 
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THE INSTITDTION OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST. 

Read S. Matt xxvi. 26, &c ; 1 Cor. xL 23, &c. 
(S. Luke xxii.) 

I. The Lord Jestis^ the tame night in which He was 
betrayed, took bread, 1 Cor. xi. 23. 

That night, when men were plotting; against 
Him, He was devising good for their souls : 
He could not be separated from us. What 
shall separate us from the love of Him ? 
Rom. yiii, 35. 

II. Take, eat ; this is My body, S. Matt xxvi. 26. 
So God loved the world. (5. John iii. 16.) 

He gave a new way to restore, to feed, to 
strengthen His people. If it was love to take 
our nature into His own, how much more, to 
renew our own with Himself? 

III. Drink ye all of it; for this is My blood of the 
New Testament, lb. 27, 28. 

And even Judas was there! All together 
in tbb body, but what a difference in the 
heart and spirit of those around that table ! 
Oh, that I may repress in season those sinful 
desires by which I may fall ! 8. Matt, xziv. 40* 

Sext 

We being many are one breads and one body ; 
^OT we care aU partaken of that one bread, 1 
Cor. X. 17. 



fto!fe^^/*'"'#*** **" ^^ Gospel of tlie day, we p. ^%fe. 'B^ 
"^^^thougrhtaoa the Eucharist, see pp. 21^-220. 
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QuingwigesiMa, Monday. 

CHBIST IOI1IT8 OUT THE TRAITOR AT SUPPER. 

Migad & John xiii. 18-32 (S. Luke xxil). 

L Jsnu wot irouUed in spirii, ^e. lb. 21. 

He was troubled at the betrayal of a friend 
and a companion, and at the hopelessness of 
his £ill. He tries to reclaim him, but in vain. 
How often, O Lord, hast thou sought to warn 
and U»d me, but I would not ? Ps, zli. 9. 

IL And they were exceeding sorrowful, j*o. S. 
Mattxx?L22. lltUI? S. Mark.] 

Unconscious of intended guilt, they dis- 
trusted themselves. Well would it be for us 
not to be high-minded, but fear. Our own 
opinion of ourselves will not justify us. (1 Cor. 
iv. 4.) Keep Thou Thy servant from pre- 
sumptuous sins. Ps, xix. 13. 

III. He went otU, and it was night, S. John ziiL 
30. 

He would not hear any longer his Master's 
voice and instructions. He would not watch 
and pray ; yet I must, if I would not enter 
into temptation, and in it fall. S, Matt. 
zxvi. 41, &c. 

0ext. 

J/ our heart condemn us, God Is gre.a».«T 
^/ian our heart, and ibunoetK aU tUti9%. ^^"^ 
Joan lit 20. 
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Shroyb-Tursdat. 



THE DISPOTE OF THE DISCIPLES. 

Read S. Luke xxii. 24, 30. (S. Mark ix.) 

I. There was a strife among them which qf them 
should be accounted the greatest lb. 24. 

A short time before, they sorrowed to think 
of losing their Master ; now, they dispute for 
that which shall be after He is taken. Do I 
strive to be accepted of God, or rather to be 
counted great before men. S, Luke viii. 18. 

II. He that is greatest among gou, let him be as the 
gounger, lb. 26. 

They only are truly great who humble 
themselves. Such is the law of Christ. What 
is my law? what is my endeavour? what is 
my practice ? S, Mark ix. 33, &c. 

III. / appoint unto gou a kingdom, as Mg Father 
hath appointed unto Me. lb. 29. 

Christ received His kingdom through the 
cross. Am I content so to receive mine ? He 
humbled Himself. Do I follow Him in low- 
liness and true humility ? Phil, ii. 8. 

€txl 

Whosoever exalt eth himself shall be abased, 
and he thai humbleth himself shail be exalted, 
S, Luke xiv, 11. 

Or for ASH- WEDNESDAY and ttve toWo^iVa^ ^sjj*, 'Csv^ 
J^wmble of the Prodigal Son, pp. a69, 8ic. 
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Ash-Wbdnbsdat. 



THE DISCOURSE OF CHRIST AFTER SUPPER. 

Read S. John zv. d-17. 

I. As the Father hath loved Me^ so have I loved you, 
Conlmue ye in My love, lb. 9. 

Thinky then, of these things. The oneness 
of Christ and the Father ; His love to us ; 
His commandments, which are not ^evous ; 
the joy of His manifestation of Himself to 
those who love Him and keep His command- 
ments. 1 5. John V. 3 ; 8. John xiv. 21. 

II. A new commandment I give unto you, that ye 
love one another. S. John xiii. 34. 

Where the love of our neighbour is not, 
neither is there the love of God. Examine 
thyself. Is thy love like that of Christ to 
thee, whose body we are, one in Him ? 1 S. 
John iv. 20 ; Rom. xii. 5. 

III. Ask, and ye shall receive. S. John xvi 24. 
What a promise ! another fruit of His merits 

and intercession ; it is through His only name; 
it is for those who believe m Him, love Him 
and His, abide in Him. Do I so pray ? what 
are my prayers? what His answers? S. John 
xiv. 13. 

ZtxU 

This commandment have we from. HivXy thfoi. 
he wholaveth God lone his brother oX&o« 'V^* 
John iv. 21. 

For tbonghu on ±he Gospel of the day, *ee ^^. ^«^» ^^** 
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Thursday. After Ash- 

CHRIST CONSOLES THE APOSTLES. 

Read S. John xiv., zvi. 

I. / tot// not leave you con\fortle8s. lb. 18. 

" I will come unto you." The presence of 
God is the strength and consolation of His 
servants. If He leave us for a while. He will 
again return, that our hearts may rejoice in 
Him. Is such my joy, my confidence ? Is. 
liv. 7, 8. (See also pp. 189, 204.) 

II. Because ye are not of the world, ther^ore the world 
hateth you, S. John xy. 19. 

The hatred of the world is another pledge 
of the Divine favour. They who are not His 
are let alone to follow eartnly delights. Our 
best delight should be to be assured of the 
love of God. 8, John xvi. 27. 

III. If they have persecuted me, they will also per- 
secute you. lb. 20. 

The example of our Lord is another stay 
and consolation. We too shall conquer, for 
He has conquered ; we too shall have joy, for 
He has entered into glory. Do I truly seek 
to embrace the way which He has trod biefore? 
8. John xvi. 33. 

. -^ »'^^ not leave you comfortleM, ^. XObsl 
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WeiiMiiay. Fbii 

CHBIHT PRAYS THE FATHER FOR HIS DISCIPU 

Read S. John xvii. 

I. Keep ihnmgh Thy Name those whom Thou 
given Me. lb. 11. 

Why? That "allmaybe one" in perfect 
with (iod and one another ; that they d< 
and speak the same things — not taken ov 
the world and its troubles, but preserver 
the world from its evUs. How do I det 
how follow, such a calling ? lb. 15-17. 

IL Thine they were^ and Thou gaveet them 
and they have kept Thy word, lb. 6. 

He prays for His own, because they i 
committed to Him, the good Shepherd, 
because they love Him and keep His w 
If thou wouldst have Jesus as thine advo< 
see that thou art truly His, and that H 
glorified in thee. Is this my aim? Ps. c 
94 ; 8. John xvii. 10. 

IIL Neither pray I for these alone^ but for i 
alto which thall believe^ jfCt lb. 20. 

Then did He pray for me also? 
blessed Lord, and for all who resist not ' 
grace, but seek to abide in Thy love, an< 
love with one another. Give me, and 
O Lord, this grace, and drive out all wor 
and fleshly desires. lb. 21. 

^35flr/ iAey aU may he me. ^. ^^^^ 
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Saturday. After Ash-Wednesday, 

CHRIST GOES FORTH INTO THE GARDEN, AND FORE- 
TELS THE OFFENCE OF HIS DISCIPLES. 

Read S^ Matt. xxvi. 30-35. (S. Mark xiv.) 

I. He went, as He was wont^ to the Mount qf Olives, 
S. Luke xxii. 39. 

He went forth from the town He had so 
loved and mourned over, which knew Him 
not. He went to His own solitude and prayer. 
Take heed that He leave not thee. Leave me 
not, O Lord. Ps. xxvii. 9. 

IL All ye shall be offended because qf Me this 
night* S. Matt. xxvi. 31. 

Alas ! it is one thing to be bold beforehand, 
another thing to remain firm when danger 
and temptation come. How often have I re- 
solved, and failed in the hour of trial 1 Ih.^l, 

ill. Though all men shall be offended because qf 
thee^ yet will J never be offended, lb. 33. 

This is the danger of earnestness without 
humility ; a danger not only to ourselves, but 
drawing others with us. Trust, then, in no 
way to thyself; but, in all things, to the grace 
of God. S, John xv. 6 ; PML iv. 18. 

9ext 
^^ not high-minded^ hut fear. ^om.TA.^. 
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Jfixit SSeiit m lent. 



THE SADNESS OF CHRIST IN THE GARDEN. 

Read 9. Matt. xxri. 36-38. (S. Mark.) 

I. He began to be sorrowful and very heavy. lb. 

87. 

But for His desire to suffer, Christ, as God, 
was incapable of suffering. But He would 
suffer for us. What was this sadness? Was 
it for me? for my obstinacy, for my cold- 
ness? Did He say for me, *^What profit is 
there in my blood r ' Ps, xzx. 9. 

II. My soul is . • sorrowful, even unto death, lb. 38. 

Why these words ? That they might know 
the depth of His sorrow, who had seen the 

f lories of His transfiguration. So we, who 
ave the joys of Mount Tabor, should gird 
ourselves up to the sorrows of Olivet So He 
wills. 5. Matt, XX. 23. 

III. Tarry ye here, and watch with Me. lb. 
Learn the value of Christian sympathy: 

even Christ bids the disciples watch witn Him. 
In the hour of trial and temptation, watching 
and prayer is our true safeguard. Do I so seek 
to drive away the evil one ? 8. Jame$ iv. 7, 8. 

He hath poured out his soul unto deolK^ \%> 



For tbougbU on the (Gospel of the d«9,^ntt "^r^*^- 
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Monday. First Week 



THE PRAYER OF CHRIST IN THE GARDEN. 

Read S. Matt. xxvi. 39-44. (S. Mark xiy; 
S. Luke xxii.) 

I. My Father, if it be posHblef let this cup pass 
from Me. lb. 39. 

Our Lord would have us know that He felt 
in all things as man ; may it be also that He 
meant His cup to pass from Him to His fol- 
lo^ler8y as they should be able to bear it? 
Raise, O Lord, my spirit to say, " I will 
take the cup of salvation," &c. Ps, czvi. 18. 

II. Nevertheless, not as I wiH, but as Th<m unit, 
lb. 

Our Lord submits to the Divine will, the 
natural wish of man to be free from sorrow, 
in all things seeking the Father's ^lor^. Have 
I learnt thus to suodue my inclinations, and 
subject them to the will of God? Acts xxi. 14. 

III. He went away, and prayed the third time^ 
saying the same words. lb. 44. 

Twice our Lord left prayer, to warn and 
exhort His slumbering disciples, and returned 
to prayer again. Do we so divide our time, 
by offices of devotion towards God and love 
towards men, remembering those words, ^'The 
greatest of these is charity V 1 Car. xiii. 18. 

-^/ Mtf win, huJt Thoit be dime. ^.\a^^ 
xxii. 42. 



in Lent. Tubsdat. 

> • 

THB AOONY AND BLOODY SWEAT OF CHRIST. 

Read S. Luke xxii. 44. 

I. And heimg In an agwvyy He prayed mare ear- 
neet^, lb. 

Contemplate (Heb, ii. 18) this wonderful 
straggle between the agony of the human na- 
ture and the more earnest striving in prayer 
o( the Spirit of Christ. Where is my refuge 
in affliction and temptation ? Is it in prayer ; 
and that only the more earnestly the greater 
the trial? 8. Jos. t. 18. 

II. His eweat was as it were great drops of blood, lb. 
The sin is mine — ^the infirmity, the sorrow, 

the suffering, is Jesu's. The earth cries for 
vengeance (Oen. iv. 11); Jesus sprinkles it 
with his blood. My poor soul is barren; 
Jesus hath watered and nourished it with the 
streams of his blood. How miserably do 1 re* 
quite Thee, O my Lord ! Heb. ii. 10. 

III. There appeared an angel unto Himfrom heaven 
strengthening Him, lb. 43. 

Perseverance in prayer brought even unto 
the Lord strength and consolation from hea- 
ven. Shall it not do so for His sake to 
me? The Lord of all receives comfort from 
His creature ; shall not I for His sake seek to 
comfort and sustain His afflicted ones ? Ram, 
xii. 15. 

0ext. 
BeAold, and see if there be ofwi WTTCWft"^^ 
'^^o n^ sorrow. Lam. i. 12. 
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Wednesday. First Week 

AFTER HIS PEAYEB CHRIST GOES TO THE DIBCIFLES. 

Read a Malt. xxtL 40-45 (S. Mark, a Luke). 

I. He cometh unto the dUeipleSj andfindeth them 
asleep. lb. 40. 

The Lord yisits His servants; desire ear- 
nestly that He may visit thee. Yet how often 
would He find thee sleeping ! Let me take 
shame to myself, receive His gracious rebuke, 
and seek of Him a spirit of watchfulness. 
Ephes. V. 14, 

IL Watch andpray^ thai ye enter not into tempta- 
tion, lb. 41. 

The greatest danger was at hand, that of 
denying or of forsaking Christ. Watdiing and 
prayer were then most needful. He who goes 
not continually to prayer goes assuredly mto 
temptation. 1 Thes. v. 6. 

III. Sleep on now, and take your rest. lb. 45. 

What ! Now ! When the hour is at hand, 
and the Lord about to be betrayed! Lord, 
how dost Thou rebuke me, and that justly. 
Like them, I have failed to watch and pray 
before the evil hour ; leave me not to myself 
when temptation cometh. 1 Kings viii. 67. 

Wia^ch, thereforeyfar yc knou) not •ujhAtluAi.T 
S^ifur Zord doth come. S. Mb.U. «vi • '^^ 
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fit Lent* Thursday. 



CHRIST GOES OUT TO MEET JUDAS AND HIS 
COMPANY. 

Read S. Matt. xxvi. 46-48 (and the other three 

Grospels). 

I. RUg, let us be going; behold, he is at hand that 
doth bettay Me, lb. 46. 

Bat a little while before, Christ was sorrow- 
fill and very heavy : then He prayed, and that 
thrice. Now He is ready, and forward to go 
to danger and to death. Here is the secret of 
fearlessness — meditation, prayer, submission. 
Have I learnt this ? Bev, ii. 10. 

II. WhUe He yet spake, lo, Judas, jfc. Ih. 47. 

Unhappy man ! Victim of one passion — 
covetousness. One is enough for eternal ruin. 
Notwithstanding my Christian calling (for Ju- 
das was an apostle), if I indulge one sm, where 
may it not lead me? To many — to ruin! 
S. iuke xi. 26. 

III. He that betrayed Him gave them a sign. lb. 
48. 

Oh, the caution of this wicked man ! How 
may the children of light be ashamed of the 
industry of the evil in their ways. Judas was 
fearful of his Master's escape. Am I fearful 
lest I should lose Him, not from wicked hands, 
but from a devoted heart 1 Ps. \\. V3L. 

^ext. 
Perfect lave casteth out /ear . \ ^ <^ti V? -"N 
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Friday. First Week 

OF THE KISS OF JUDAS. 

Read S. Matt. xxvi. 47-50 (S. Mark, S. Luke). 

I. He saidj Hail, Master, and kissed Him, lb. 49. 

What awful hypocrisy ! " Hail I" — the sa^ 
liitation of friendship. " Master !" — the pro- 
fession of obedience. A ** kiss !" — the token 
of love. O my soul ! have I the outward signs 
of discipleship of Jesus without its inward spi- 
rit? S.Mait.xxm.27. 

II. Jesus said unto him. Friend, wherefore art thou 
cornel lb. 50. 

How did our Lord, even at the last, try to 
brine this wicked man to himself — by soil 
words, by giving him time for thought, and 
leading him to consider within himself, ' How 
often has God dealt so with me, and I have 
heeded Him not ! Oh, His mercy !' S, Luke 
xui. 8. 

III. Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man with a 
kiss ? S. Luke xxii. 48. 

Once more He expostulates with him : even 
in the commission of the sin, that voice of 
warning spake. Does it not so speak to me 
often and often, yet I hear not. Help, Lord ! 
that I do so no more. Oen, xxxix. 9. 

S/andm atDe^ and sin not. "Pa- Vi« ^« 
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in Lent. Saturday. 

CHRIST MAKES HIMSELF KNOWN TO THE MULTITUDE 

AND OFFICERS. 

Read S. John xyiii. 4-9. 

I. Jtfnw, knowing ail tMngi that should come upon 
HkHj went/or^, lb. 4. 

Without His going forth they could do no- 
thine. Their power was only of God. He 
conla avoid them, yet He would not. To bear 
Bufferings which I cannot avoid is not a full 
proof of my spirit being like His, unless I am 
also willing. S, Matt. xxvi. 53. 

II. Hhotn seek pe? , , . Jeeua qfNaxareth .,. lam 
He. lb. 5. 

He knew who they sought j but He would 
make them consider their guilt once more in 
the repeating that holy name. More tiian 
this. He would have them — yea, and me too, 
seek Him ere He reveals Himself in judgment 
the great " I am." Is. Iv. 6. 

III. J^ye seek Me^ let these go their way. lb. 8. 

What kind oare for His own ! If of that 
little band, surely also of the thousands of 
his fiftithful ones. He would not have us fall 
into the hands of His enemy ; He would have 
us saved. Let me trust in Him. S. Matt. vi. 
26-30. 

The Lard is not toiUing thai oroi iluwV^'fi' 
^^' 2 Pet. ill. 9. 
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deconti duntfa^ in lent. 



PETER DEFENDING CHRIST. 

Read S. John xviii. 10. 11 (and the others). 

I. Peter having a awordj drew it, and emote the 

high priesfs servant, lb. 10. 

Such was the zeal of the apostle, yet with- 
out discretion — without command. Zeal must 
be tempered with charity, and seek God's 

flory, not our own. If I know myself, which 
o I seek ? S. Luke ix. 55. 

II. Put up thy sword into the sheath. The eup 
which My FdUher hath given Me, shall I not 
dnnkU9 lb. 11. 

When others injure us, the cup is from God. 
We must not resist it, but accept it as from 
Him. He layeth low ; He lifteth up. 1 Sam, 
ii. 6. 

III. He touched his ear and healed him, S. Luke 
xxii 51. 

What injury another has done, the Lord, 
when He will, can repair. Moreover He 
teaches (Bom, xii. 17-21) to return good for 
evil ; and now heals the ear through which His 
truth may be received. O Lord, open mine 
ears, that I may hear Thy voice. 

Xetuaur ?noderation be knoum uato oiSX mea. 



Por thoughts on the Gospel of the d«y,«e« V^-^^"**^^^ 
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Second Week in Lent. Monday. 

CHRIST IS TAKEN, THE APOSTLES FLEE. 

Read S. Matt. xxvi. 50-56 (S. Mark, S. John). 

I. Are ye come out as against a thief 1 ... 7 sat 
daiiif with you teaching in the temple. lb. 55. 

He had only snatched souls irom Satan — 
now the^ would take Him. They too had 
heard Him. Where were the fruits of their 
hearing? Where is the fruit of mine ? But 
this was their (^S, Luke xxii. 53) hour. When 
mine comes, may it be my committal into His 
hands. 

II. Then came they and laid hands on Jesus. lb. 50. 
The breath of our nostrils, the Anointed, is 

taken — taken for our sins. But the day of 
avenging will come — Oh, that it be not on us ! 
Now let me lay bands on myself, that I sin not 
against Him. Of me — yea, of me, may He 
complain. Ps. cxix. 61. 

III. Then dU the disciples forsook Him and fled. 
lb. 56. 

Where are those words, *' Let us go that we 
may die with Him" — "Though I die with 
Thee, yet will I not deny Thee.'° {S, John xi. 
16; S. Matt. xxvi. 36.) The love of our- 
selves is the first step to deserting Christ. 
Trust not thyself, thy words, tliy resolutions. 
What are thy actions ? 

®tx\. 
Skew me thy faith icithcmt tK-ij MoorVa, ^\ 
wUlahew thee my /oitK by my vawV^ft- "^^-^^ 

Urn 18^ 



f 



RnxJa John iTiii. 12-34. 

I. And [thtg) led him away to Anna*. Ih. 13, 
What a difierent scene in Jenimlem this i 

to our Lord's triumphal entry bat a few di 
since ? How changeable is man I Do I, c 
I trust in him? Who caused this dieerw 
O my soul, remember His sorrows, and b< 
diine own in silence. Pi. clxci. 3. 

II. The high priest then aiked Jeiue cf Bit i 
ciplet and of Hit doetrine. lb. 19. 

The Judge arraigned before the criinini 
God judged of men] the Just One ofsionei 
Well mav it be to me a small matter to 
judged of others. His ohanty was indc 

riiient and long guflering. What is min 
Cor. iv. 8. 

III. / tpiAB openly . . . Atk then wAleA htardl 
lb. BO, 21. 

His disciples had fled. Of them, in chari 
He says nothing ; of Himself He speaks bold 
So may all who have a conscience void of < 
^ce. Is mine such that I mar trust to I 
righteoasjudgmentof GodT P*. 1. 6. 

tnX. 
■ffe/AaiJudgethtMi»Oieh(frA. ICot.'i 
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tn Lent. Wkonbsdat 



TBS FACE OF CHRIST SMITTEN. 

J20«l& John xYiii. 22-24 (Job xvi. 5-11.) 

I. One nf the ofieen which stood by struck Jenu 
wiik tk$ pmlm qf hit kamL lb. 22. 

Christy our Lord and our God, smitten of 
His miierable creature ! Yet He avenges not 
Himael^ but suffers. How unlike me, who 
BaSeff when I suffer^ justly, yet strive too 
often to be avenged ! 1 Pet, ii. 20. 

II. ^ I have spoken evil, bear witness qfthe evil; 
but if well, why smitest thou Me ? lb. 23. 

Our Lord spake — yet meekly, and with 
reason. He had borne scourging with pa- 
tience and silence. Now He spSftks, an exam- 
ple to as of quiet (1 Pet, iii. 14-18), patient, 
pentle expostulation. His gentle words are 
instead of any harsh ones. My evil speak- 
ings have smitten Him. 

III. Jnnas had sent Him bound unto Caiaphas 
the high priest, lb. 24. 

So Christ is sent from one to another bound, 
smitten, reviled, despised, ill-treated for me, 
for my sins, for my salvation! Lord, give 
me true sorrow, true love. Is. liii. 5. 

ZnX, 
Theu have smitten me upon the cheek re- 
VroatnfuUif. 7%mi^ A I speak, mi) grl^f V» tio^ 
'^suaged; andthmgh i forbear ^vAwA am 
*s^ Joh. xvi. 10, 6. 



Thursday. Second Week 

OF THS FALSE WITNESS AGAINST JESU8. 

Read S. Matt. xxvi. 59-63 (S. Mark). 

I. They sought false witness against Jesus^ to put 
Him to death. lb. 59. 

They determined on His death — they desired 
an excuse for it. How often have I resolved 
to act, and looked afterwards for a seemly 
reason ! Let me cast off this veil ; it will then 
appear what my actions really are. S» Matt, 
X. 26. 

II. But found none. lb. 60. 

So blameless was the life of Christ. Oh, that 
the accuser of the brethren could find nothing 
whereof to accuse me. But in Jesus is per- 
fection. In Him is no fault. He only is 
without sin. S. John xix. 4. 

III. Jnswerest Thou nothing ? What is it which these 
witness against thee ? lb. 62. 

There needed no answer, for their testimony 
agreed not (S. Mark xiv. 59). Those accu- 
sations need no answer which have the answer 
of a holy life. Do I not often excuse, when 
I inwardly must accuse, myself? Oen, iii. 
10-12. 

Such an High Priest became tw toho w Iwly, 
harmless, undefiled. Heb. \n. ^^. 
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i Lent, Friday. 

CHRIST ADJURKO BY CAIAPHA8 AND CONDEMNED. 

Read S. Matt, xxiri. 62-66 ; S. Mark ziy. 62. 

I. TeU us whether thou be the Christ. Jesut taid^ 
I AM. lb. 63 ; ib. 62. 

This quesdon was not for truth, but only to 
seek ground of condemnation. Yet our Lord 
answers. He confesses God, thoueh it should 
bring death. How much do I need such bold- 
ness for tbe confession of Him whom I pro- 
fess to serve. S, Matt, x. 32. 

II. Hereafter ye shall see the Son of Man sitting 
on the right hand df power ^ and coming in the 
clouds (tf heaven. Ib. 64. 

Thus our Lord hiuts to His unrighteous 
judge His twofold advent — His coming as man. 
His future coining to judgment. If tempted 
to unjust judgment, remember that day — that 
judge ! ttom. xiy. 10. 

III. Then the high priest rent his clothes, jfc. Ib. 65. 

One more act of hypocrisy and of pretended 
care for the honour of God. Then all pro- 
nounced Him guilty. And indeed He was 
made guilty for me. In Him may my guilt 
be pardoned. 3 Cor. v. 21. 

Hend your heart and. wot -yowr 9aTW««^* 
Joel it. 13. 



Saturday. Second Week im Lent. 

OI THB INSULTS BORNE BY CHRIST THAT MIGHT. 

lUad S. Matt. xxvi. 66-68 (S. Luke, S. John). 

I. Then did they spit in His face. lb. 67. 

Look, O Lord, on the face ofThiDe Anointed, 
so insulted ; in Him see Thyself; in these in- 
sults see my sins. By these, my offences are 
done away. Make me to love and follow 
Him who bore thus all reproach. 2 Car, xii. 
10. 

II. WTien they had blin^oided Him, they atruek 
Him on the face. S. Luke xxH. 64. 

Fools, who knew not God, and thought 
they could be hidden from Him. He is the 
Searcher of hearts. He knows mine, and aU 
my provocations of Him. I Chron. zzviii. 9. 

III. And many other things blasphemously spake 
they against Him, lb. 65. 

And all these He bore. He ^ve Himself 
into their hands ; oh, that I could give myself 
into His, to bear, to suffer, for His sake all 
that He sends me, yea, and to rest in Him for 
salvation. Is. liii. 7. 

ZnX. 

Whosoever sTidU smite thee ou iK»j t^^Vi 
^^eJi, turn to him the other a\»o. ^.^^^X,^. 
39. 
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Cf^irtr Suntra^ in %tnt. 



THE FIRST DENIAL OF CHRIST BY PETER. 

Read S. Matt, xxvi. 58 and 69-75 (S. Mark, 8. Luke, 

S. John). 

I. But Peter foliowed Him afar off, lb. 58. 

Love made him follow; fear of men, the 
beginning of backsliding, kept him afar off. 
The more slowly we foflow (jod, the &rther 
off He becomes. Have I left my first love? 
Bev. ii. 4. 

II. Peter stood toith them («a^, S. Matt.), and 
warmed himse^, S. John xTiii. 18. 

Here is the fruit of languidly following 
Christ. First standing, then sitting, then 
seeking bodily comfort and ease. Would I 
avoid such dangers ? Mingle not with those 
that know not God. 1 Cor. xy. 33. 

IIL But he defied before them cUL S. Matt xxvi. 
70. 

Among the apostles Peter had made a good 
confession — Thou art the Christ. Now, among 
the wicked and the scoffer, he denies his Lord^ 
fearM even of the voice of a maiden. Have 
I lived among such? Among such have I 
fallen? P«. i. 1. 

€txU 

The love of many shall tccuc cold. S. Matt« 
jrxiv, 22. 



For thoughts on the Gospel of tike da^, m« ^« ^'^« 
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Monday. Third Week 

THE SECOND AND THIBD DENIAL BY PETER. 

Read S. Matt xxvi. 71, or S. Mark xiv. 66, &c. 

I. Another maid saw him, and said. This fellow was 
also . . . And again he denied. lb. 72. 

This time "with an oath!" So one sin 
brings another, and those who " despise little 
things fall by little and little." Well may I 
fear with such an example, and have no con- 
fidence in myself, but in God. Phil, ii. 12. 

II. A little after . , , He began to curse and to 
swear, saying, I know not this man, S. Marie 
xiv. 71. 

Ashamed of his Lord, he not only denies 
but blasphemes — mingles with the company 
and language of the wicked. Have not I from 
fear of others, or false shame, both borne in 
others and done myself things hateful to my 
Lord ? What is the reward ? S, Luke ix, 26. 

III. And immediately the cock crew . . . and the 
Lord looked upon Peter, S. Matt and S. Luke. 

Even in the midst of his sin that eye of 
mercy turned upon him ! How often has it 
looked on me, and bid me repent ! Oh, that I 
could weep with Peter for all my sins^ and, 
like him, truly repent Cant, i. o. 

OA, look Thou upon me, and be merctfuX uuio 
««^. Ps. cxix. 132. 



01 Lent, TussDAT. 

CHRIST IS LED TO PILATE. 

Read S. Matt xxviL 1, 2 (and the others). 

L Jli the chief priest* and elders qf the people took 
counsel against Jesus. lb. 1. 

Three times they had taken coansel. In the 
first thev disagreed ; in the second thej doubted. 
Now all agree, thus step by step ffiving way 
to evil and ungodly counsels. Oh, uat step by 
step we counselled for good, how we might 
serve the Lord ! S, Luke xvi, 8. 

II. Tlie whole multitude <if them arosCi and led Him 
unto Pilate, S. Luke xxiii. 1. 

This was very early. Many had been 
sleepless, mocking their Redeemer ; now they 
arise with one accord. Have I the spirit of 
watching to serve Him, or of rising betimes to 
do my Maker's will, my morning prayer, my 
daily duty? Ps, Ixiii. 1. 

III. They themselves went not into the judgment- 
hall, lest they should be defiled. S. John xviii. 28. 

Miserable hypocrites ! caring for an outward 
cleanness, cherishing inward defilement and 
abomination. Such is the Christian who 
strives to appear holy, and preserve outward 
forms, neglecting the spirit and the life within. 
Am I such or no? S, Matt, xxiii. 27. 

O mu soul, come not thou into tlvw %ftcr«x^ 
tm^ their assemblu ... be uot tHou -usvVXe^' 
Gen. xlix. 6. 
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Wkdnbsdat. nird Week 

THE DESPAIR OF JUOAS. 

Read S. Matt xxvii. 3-10. 

I. I have sinned, in that I have betrayed the hmo- 
cent blood. lb. 4. 

Perhaps he thought his Lord would escape 
by a miracle. Thus beforehand men make 
light of their sins ; afterwards come shame 
and remorse. Had he attended to those words. 
Friend, wherefore art thou come 7 Oh, that I 
attended to every warning ! 1 Thes. t. 19. 

II. WTuit is that to us? see thou to that, lb. 

The men of the world obtain their object : 
they no longer care for those through whom 
it is obtained. This is the sure penalty of 
pleasing men while we offend God. We cao- 
not please them and truly serve God. Which 
is my aim ? Gal, i. 10. 

III. And he oast down the pieces qf silver in (he 
Temple, and departed, and went and hanged him- 
self, l^h. 5. 

What an end for an apostle ! What a eon- 
sequence of indulging covetous desires ! Sq 
every passion strengthens unless suppressed. 
The beginnings of afi evil are but small ; help 
me, Lord, to watch against them. Prov, xvii. 14, 

ZtxX, 
^o covetous man ha^Ji caiy lnh«ntaaM» vr. 
/^? kingdom of Christ and of God. ^^.^.^ 
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•n Lent, Thursday* 



CHB18T BROUGHT TO PILATE. 

Read S. John xviii. 28-33 (and the otheis). 

I. What a/amsation brirtg ye agairhst this man? 
They saidf If He were not a malefactor, we 
would not have delivered Him up, lb. 29. 

Christ the holy, the harmless, the undefiled^ 
«-<^led a maleractor ! And by whom ? They 
who had but lately said, '* He hath done all 
things well.'' I adore Thee, O my Lord, my 
Benefactor, my God ! S, Mark vii. 37. 

II. Take ye Him, and judge Him according to your 
law. lb. 31. 

So soon he gave up our Lord, without any 
sufficient answer from His accusers. They 
pretend (ib,) a want of power to judge Him. 
bo I ever let others do for me the wrong which 
I fear to do myself? But God knoweth the 
heart. Jer. xvii. 10. 

III. They began to accuse Him, saying. We found 
this fellow perverting the nation, j*c. S. Luke 
zxiii. 2. 

He who had healed their diseases — had bid 
them render to Csesar his due — had hid Him« 
self lest they should make Him a king (S. John 
vi. 15) — now, accused of the contrary, holds 
His peace. Oh, my soul, so often made wrath- 
ful, even by a just charge, now learn of Him — 
be humble, be patient. 

J5^ taas delivered for OUT off eMie%. '^om.V* 
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Head B. Mntt. xxvii. 1 1-U ; S. John iviiL 3 

I. AndJtatu itood before Ihe govemor. lb. I 
Once more the Lard of oil stands befor 

judgmen(>Beat of a creature, in meeknef 
humility ereii in respect for the office o 
Tiller. Learn from Him how to conduct 
self when nnjuslly reproved or blamed \n 
one set over thee. S. Luke xxi. 14. B 
justly? 

II. Art Thoti the king of the Jeurs? Jetia 
auto him. Thou sayeal. lb. 

A question asked in half mockery I 
Hwered by Christ to Pilate and to all in 
neat, Tliou Havest. Yea, how often do 1 i 
call Hitn ray' Lord 1 How little do I cai 
the cords of my sinsl How Utile, how 
willingly do I serve Him as such i Pg. i 
S. Luke six. 4-e. 

III. Thine ttuinnation halh delivered Tliee wit 
What hmt Thoa dme 1 S. John sviii. 35. 

Let me answer for Him. He hath mad 



confounded. Where are the talents, w 
are the graces, where the opportunitien 
has given me? Pt. cvi. 8, 
Bert. 
/le ia/A done all things \Bf\\. Wf Iiqur 
aerixf, arid ftave dealt vnckedly. %. 'Wai 
^^i S Cbtott. vi. 37. 
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in Lent, Saturday. 

CHRIST'S KINGDOM NOT OF THIS WORLD. 

Read S. John zviii. 36-38. 

I. Mp kmgdcm it noi qfthis world. lb. 36. 

Bat yet it is the kingdom of kin^oms, and 
He the King of kings. He reigns m the hum- 
ble, meek, and contrite heart ; and He shall 
reign in mine. Thou, O Lord, art, even in 
thy poverty, my God ; and to Thee shall every 
knee bow. Phil, ii. 6-11. 

II. Art Thou a king^ then 7 lb. 37. 

Our Lord denied not that He was a king, 
bat confessed it. Let us believe Him to be, 
and receive Him as such. Do 1 make Him 
so when passions strive for the rule over me ? 
Help me, Lord, then, to say, ''Thou art my 
King." Ps. V. 2. 

III. Pilate saith unto Him^ What it truth ? And 
when he had taid thit he went out, lb. 38. 

A question we all need ask. But, unlike 
Pilate, we ought to wait for the answer, and 
80 know the truth. That inquiry is not from 
the heart which only begins, but does not per^ 
severe in the search. Which is my habit ? S, 
Matt, xiii. 20-22. 

Ztxx, 
I am the Way^ the Truths aud tKt lAJe.. ^^ 
John xiv, 6. 
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dTourtl^ Suntya^ tn Eent. 



CHRIST IS SENT TO HEROD. 

Read S. John xviii. 38 (S Matt, S. Mark, S. Luke). 

I. I find in Him no fault at all. lb. 

How could fault be found in the Holiest ! 
Yet in Him may not I find my sins the cause 
both of suffering and death 1 Oh, that I might 
hate myself and love Him more, and cease 
from adding to the load He bore for me ! Is, 
liii. 6. 

II. The chief priests acctued Him cf many things^ 
but He answered nothing, S. Mark xv. 3. 

Trusting to their own names and offices for 
proof, not to the truth. His life was the proof 
of their falsehood ; silence His best defence. 
Have I so lived that, though I were much ac- 
cused, little could be proved, and my life might 
speak for me? 1 Pe^.iii. 12-16, 

III. As soon as he knew that He belonged unto He- 
rod^s jurisdiction he sent Him, S. Luke xxiii. 7» 

His conscience dared not condemn Jesus. 
His fears of the people prevented his setting 
Him free ; he wished to leave it to another, 
careless of the Lord. When we leave the cause 
of God, and think of ourselves, we are not 
faithful disciples : our fall is at hand. S, Luke 
xiv. 26. 

^^?was qfflicled and oppressed^yet He opened 
^^^^i^ mouth. Is. liii. 7. 



^or thoughts on the Gospel of the day, »«» p. **^- 
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Tourth Week in Lent, Monday. 

CHRIST MOCKED BY HEROD. 

Read S. Luke xxiii. 8-11. 

I. When Herod saw JesuSy he was exceeding glad, 
.... He hoped to have teen some miracle, lb. 8w 

Were these the joy and desire of a pious 
man longing for true knowledge of Jesus? No ; 
but of mere curiosity. If 1 find little or no 

rfit from reading and meditation, may it not 
that I seek mere knowledge, not the stir- 
ring up of holy affections ? 1 Cor, viii. 1-3. 

II. He questioned with Htm in many words, lb. 9. 

And Jesus "answered him not." Here, 
indeed, was a miracle, if Herod could have 
perceived it. A far greater thing (Job xi, 
1-6) than we often accomplish, would be si- 
lence in the midst of reproach and debate, and 
concealing our power when not for the glory 
of God to exert it. 

III. HerodyWithhismenqfwarySetHimatnoughty 
and mocked Him, lb. 11. 

Thus is eternal Wisdom humbled, that my 
pride may learn to be abated, and I in the 
end, through Him, be exalted. And yet the 
foolish things of this world I embrace ; the 
wise things of eternity I neglect. God, teach 
me otherwise. 1 Cor, i, 27. 

Sext. 
Ye have set at rujught all my ccnwwel. • * - \ 
t// mock when your fear coiaetli. ^^^'^ • ^' 



Tuesday. Fourth Week 

BARABBA8 PREFERRED TO CHRIST. 

Read S. Matt, xxvii. 15-23 ; S. Luke xxiii. 15-19. 

I. Whom will ye that I release unto you, Barabhcu^ 
or Jesus? S. Matt, xxvii. 17. 

Am I shocked at this insult to my Lord, 
that He should even be compared with a male- 
factor? Do I consider how often I commit 
the same fault, when I doubt between the love 
of Him and of some earthly creature or appe- 
tite? Rom. i. 25. 

II. The chief priests and elders persuaded the multi- 
tude that they should ask Barabbas. lb. 20. 

And Christ had no advocate (Prov, xiv. 20) j 
who is ours ? Oh, that we now, at least, might 
plead for Him in our hearts, mortifying, nay, 
crucifying the Barabbas within us, and seek- 
ing for the life of Jesus in our souls. 

III. And they cried out all at once, saying. S. 
Luke xxiii. 18. 

'* Away with this man, and release unto us 
Barabbas." Lord, save me from this sin ; let 
me never drive Thee away, nor prefer honour, 
the world, or the flesh to my God. Acts m, 
14, 15. 

Zfit not sin reign in your mortal bodtj, that 
ye sAould obey it in the lusts thereoff . "^oro., 
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in Lent, Wednesdat. 

PILATE YIELDS TO THE FURY OF THE PEOPLE. 

Read S. Matt, xxvii. 22-25. 

I. 7%<y all say unto him. Let Him be crucified, lb. 

The more Pilate yielded, the more the peo- 
ple demanded, the less he could resist. If we 
give but little way to the things of the flesh 
and of sense, they grow stronger, our resolu- 
tions weaker. Lora, make me love Thee as 
much as they despised and hated Thee. Exod, 
xxiu. 2. 

II. I am innocent ofihe blood of this just person; 
see ye to it, lb. 24. 

How could he be innocent in heart who 
would not defend the guiltless Saviour ! He 
desired to release Him ; but self-love and his 
own safety were his motives ; so he fell. So 
shall I, ii, professing to serve God, I serve 
myself. Wliere shall the fearful be ? Rev, 
xxi. 8. 

III. His blood be on us and on our children, lb. 
25. 

How little they thought of the multitude of 
souls who would desire to be sprinkled with 
that blood of cleansing ! Not the vengeance 
of Thy blood, dear Lord, but its cleansing and 
healing streams flow over my soul, and wash 
my sins away. Heb, xii. 24. 

Sext. 
If e that hveth his life shall lo«e U- ^^^ 
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Thttbsdat. Fourth Week 

CHRIST SCOORGEO. 

Read S. John xix. I (and each of the others). 

I. Then Pilate^ therefore^ took Jesus. lb. 1. 

He willingly submitted to yet further suf- 
fering and disgrace. We might think much 
of the pain, yet more of the anguish ofmind, 
of the Holy One of God. Who — who is the 
cause? Oh, that in self-accusation I oooid 
willingly submit as He submitted for me ! Is. 

I. 6. 

II. And scourged Him. lb. 

And this He bore ! Here is love of sinners 
— here is deep humility — here is unwearied 
constancy and patience — here cheerful con- 
formity to the Divine will ! Bless, adore Him, 
and compare thyself in adversity with Him. 
Ps. xxxviii. 13. 

III. The plowers plowed upon my bctckj and made 
long furrows. Ps. cxxix. 8. 

Again, as in the circumcision and the agony, 
is Jesu's blood poured forth for us. With what 

Sain and torture ! No more let me tread that 
lood (Heh. x. 29) under foot by sin ; no mote 
let me pamper my body, in the remembrance 
of His scourged body. 

^y^ ffis stripes we are healed, la. \Vu« ^. 
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m Lent. Friday. 

JE8U8 CKOWNBD WITH THORNS. 

JieadS. Matt xxyii. 27-31 (John). 

I. 2%cy MMpped Him^ and put on Him a tearlet 
. robe, lb. 28. 

:^ Thus confusion, ridicule, ignominy, are 
heaped upon Him. The pomps of the world 
diiigraoe Christ, yet we choose them. And 
lAmX is this scarlet robe ? Is it not the cover- 
in j^ of my sins {Is, i. 18) put on Him ? lb. 
liii. 6. 

II. And when they had platted a crown of thorns^ 
they put it upon His head. lb. 29. 

** Thou crownedst Him with glory and wor- 
ship." In His kingdom, no crown is without 
a tnom. The members of a thorn-crowned 
Head may not rest in earthly ease and self- 
indulgence. Do I ? 2 Tim. li. 6, 12. 

III. And a reed in His right hand. lb. 

They mocked, they smote, they ridiculed 
Tbee. Yet Thou wert their King. Take me 
in Thine hand, O Lord ; use me as Thou wilt, 
so as I bow my soul before Thee, receive in- 
juries with patience, suffer in Thy name, give 
Thee glory. S. Matt. v. 39. 

Ztxt. 

King! of kings, and Lord o/lordA, "^^s •^kcL' 
10. 

JT I.OBD MY K.llSQ — UY ^W5>\ 
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Saturday. Fourth Week in Lent* 

BEHOLD THE MAM I 

lie€ui S. John xix. 4-7. 

I. Behold^ I bring Him forth to sfou^ (hat ye may know 

that I find nofauU in Him. lb. 4. 

Except in ub, there was no cause against 
Him. Behold Him! Is this the face tiiat 
shone on Mount Tabor, now to behold '' the 
very scorn of men," but inwardly fair beyond 
the children of men ? Conform me, Lora, to 
Thy likeness. Ps. xxii. 6 ; xlv. 2. 

II. Pilate saith unto them. Behold the man! lb. 5. 

Perha])8 in pity, that the multitude might 
relent. But to me the Father says. Behold 
the man ! Christ, thy help (S. John v. 7), 
thy Physician {Ps, ciii. 3) ; thyself too little 
trusting in Him {Ps. lii. 7) ; the good Samari- 
tan, who looks upon thee in mercy. 

III. When they .... $aw Him, they cried out^ 
saying. Crucify Him, crucify Him I lb. 6. 

So unmoved is our evil nature. And why 
crucify Him? "Because He made Himself 
the Son of God.'' Would I be such in Him ? 
I too must be crucified to the world ; the old 
man must die that the new may live to God. 
Gal. V. 24. 

Sext. 
^Aere is one Mfidiator between God aW 
^^^ THE MAN Ckrint Jesus. iTm.u.^. 
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iFiftI) Suntrai) in Uent. 

PILATE AGAIN IN THE JUDGMENT-HALL. 

Read S. John xix. 8-12. 

I. When he heard that saying he was the more afraid^ 
- und went again into the judgment-hall, lb. 8, 9. 

He had been afraid of the people — now of 
God. Which shall prevail? Had he cast off 
that sinful fear of man this might have pre* 
vailed. He gave way then ; now he can- 
not resist. Resist evil at the beginning, other- 
wise there is no safety. S, Matt. xii. 29. 

II. Knowest thou not that I have power ? lb. 10, 
11. 

What! man have power to "release'' or "cru- 
cify" the God of all ! So he indulged another 
passion, nride. Let me take warning. Think, 
then, of tne answer of Christ. Remember that 
all power is of God ; of Him alone come all 
things. I am a poor instrument in His hands. 
Is. xli. 1-4. 

III. From thenceforth Pilate sought to release Him, 
lb. 12. 

Still he listened to the Jews, not to God; 
He feared not to lose the friendship of God 
but of Caisar. Which is my fear ? To which 
do I hearken ? Which do I choose ? 8. James 
iv. 4. 

ZtxU 

There were tliey in great /ear wiKeYe "uo J^-*'* 
xi^as. p8. liii, v. 

For thoughts on the Gospel ottUe Ii«.^» %«»^.'i^S»- 
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Monday. Fifth Week 

PILATE'S SENTENCE UPON CHRIST. 

Read S. John six. 13-16. 

I. He saith unto the Jews, Behold pour king ! Ih 
14. 

Yet half in ridicule. He was only too ready 
to hear their cry, " Away with Him" — ** Cni» 
cify Him !" When once we hearken to the 
▼oice of passion, all is over. Let me acknow- 
ledge Thee, my Lord, condemned of men, yet 
set of God on high. Ps, ii. 6. 

II. He saiih unto them. Shall I crueify your hngf 
lb. 15. 

Once again he speaks for the Innocent— -yet 
more for himself. " We have no king but 
Caesar" will turn him. And they in their 
blindness acknowledge the tyrant who binds 
— ^not the Redeemer who sets free. Which do 
I acknowledge ? Which do I serve? P^.lxxiv. 
12. 

III. Then delivered he Him therefore unto them to 
be crucified, lb. 16. 

A sentence unjust according to his own 
words ; cruel, because (S. Luhe zxiii. 24) he 
gives Him up to the fury of opponents. Yet 
Christ receives it meekly, as from the Father 
—willingly, as for me ! Oh, that I could so 
submit myself to my God ! 1 Pet. iv. 19. 

O Lord of hosta^ my King and trey God, 
-R?- /xxxf V. 3. 
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in Lent. Tuesday. 

CHRIST BEARING HIS CROSS. 

Read S. John xix. 17 (Simon of Cyrene, S. Matt., 
S. Mark, S. Luke). 

I. And He^ bearing His cross, went forth, lb. 
That cross, borne so willingly, made heavier 

by my sins ! Its disgrace did not hinder His 
0cml, nor its weight His weakened body from 
bearing it. Yet how do I, body ana soul, 
shrink from each cross ! Follow Him. He 
will give thee strength. 8, John xii. 26 ; Ps. 
LkxxvI. 16. 

II. And as they came out^ they found . • . Simon 
.... him they compelled to bear His cross, 
S. Matt, xxyii. 82. 

This was an honour, to sufier with Jesus. 
If so to one compelled, how much more to 
those who are willing ! Henceforth may I be 
hindered by nothing — shame, evil counsel, 
fear— from suffering with Him. Glory awaits 
me. 2 Tim. ii. 11, 12. 

III. And there followed Him a great company, S. 
Luke xxiiL 27. 

Some from curiosity, some from ridicule, 
some to crucify Him — who that they might 
follow Him? Through all the way He wa- 
yered not. Not a day only, but all my life 
long let me take up and bear my cross. 
S, Matt. xyI 24. 

Sext 
J^oihw thou Me. S. JoVvu xx\,«»- 
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Wednesday. Fifth Week 

JESUS CRUCIFIED. 

Compare each Gospel (Numb. xxi. 9 ; S. John iii. 14). 

I. They gave Htm vinegar {winey S. Mark) to drktkj 
mingled with gall; and . . , He would not drink, 
S. Matt, xxvii. 34. 

He just tasted its bitterness. The world 
offers Its wine, but it is mingled with poisbn, 
and brings bitterness (Prov, xxiii. 32). Wine 
mingled with myrrh is like good actions wiih 
an evil intention, all worthless, offensive, vilfu 
What are my intentions ? S. Jos. iii. 13, 14. 

II. There they crucified Him, S. Luke xxiii. 3d. 
He brought no earthly goods with Him into 

the world — He took none out. Stripped of 
all. He suffered for my sins ! And I too, if I 
would be crucified to the world with Him, 
must have nothing but Him. Think of His 
anguish — His shame — His sacrifice — His love! 
How shall it be repaid, O my soul? Ps, 
cxvi. 12, 13. 

III. And two other with Him; on either aide one^ 
and Jesus in the midst, S. John xix. 18. 

My Lord is numbered among the malefac- 
tors ! Surely my place was rather there. One 
of the three is hardened and unrepentant; 
one a sinner rescued as a brand m>m th^ 
burning! One only innocent — the Son of 
God. If I suffer, may it be with Him. 1 Pet, 
iv. 24, 16. 

ZtxX, 
Oucified with Christy ncuerth^Uss I Woe 
S^^^notl. Gal. ii.20. 
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lit Lent. T^UBSDAT. 

THEY CAST LOTS FOR HIS GARMENTS, AND REVILE 
HIM AS KING OF THE JEWS. 

Read S. John xix. 19-24 ; S. Matt, xxvii. 35-43 

(S. Luke). 

I. Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, lb. 24. 

So they tiilfilled the prophecy (Ps, xxii. 18). 
Some have thought tnat this was the inner 
garment. Our outward man may fail (2 Car. 
IV. 16); our inward affections may not be 
divided. True believers are the nearest to 
Christ. His garments — let them not be di- 
vided. 

II. Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews, lb. 19. 
Dyinff, He received from His enemies the 

title which the wise men gave at His birth. 
Yet they desired not really to acknowledge 
Him. I will acknowledge Him — Jesus, my 
King, my Saviour ! I will cleave to His cross. 
1 Car. i. 23, 24 ; Acts iv. 12. 

III. They reviled Him, S. Matt xxvii. 39. 
Bidding Him, if He were what He said — 

if He could save Himself — if God cared for 
Him — ** come down," and they would believe. 
For these causes, and for my sake. He came 
not down, persevering to the end in the cross. 
Do I also, as a true son of God, strive to fol- 
low Him in endurance? 8. Matt, xxiv. 13. 

Sext 

Charity never faileth — cndurctK oXliVw^*' 
i Cor. xiii, 
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I . For Hia murderers. 2. The penileal 
Read S. Luke xxiii. 34-43. 

WHAT THEY DO. lb. 34." 

He plead a for others, who spake 
for Himfielf — plendi His own Hoiiahij 
alien and ignorant condition. Hem 
I hope for myseli': He intercedes I 
1 John ii. 1, 2. 

II. Loni, retnembet me ahen Thou comesl 
kinudom. lb. 42. 

The penitent confesses his sin, ackno' 
Christ, remonstrates with the wicked 
for inercy, asks no relief from present 
ing, receives his cross in meekne^ss! 
grace Thou giveat, O Lord ! Give, O j 
the some. Pi.xxv.7. 

III. VeMLY I BAV UNTO THEE, To DAI 
Timer BE WITH Me in PASADlfjE. lb. . 

The Saviour gives more than la aaked. 
day '," not hereafter only. Not remen 
only ; but his presence " with Me." 
desire to be with Him in paradise? 
here be crncified with Him, Am I ii 
and affections? 3 Tim. ii. 11. 

Stit. 
/Xff one taken — the Other lejt- ^ 



in Lent, Saturday. 



THE WORDS OF JESUS UPON THE CROSS. 

3. His mother and the beloved disciple. 
Read S. John xix. 25-27. 

I. There stood by the cross qf Jesus His mother. 
lb. 26. 

Who can imagine the i^ny of that hour to 
the Mother of Christ? Surely this was the 
sword that should pierce through her soul! 
Yet she ' stood,' though a sad, stul a firm and 
willing witness of the will of her 6od^ pa- 
tiently waiting on Him ! Eph, vi. 13. 

II. Woman, behold thy Son. lb. 26. 

Much she needed consolation, so Christ af- 
forded It to her. To whom did He commend 
her? To one who had leant on his bosom, 
who now stands by the cross. By such an 
one Christ, as it were, replaced Himself. In 
such we may see Him ; with such have fel- 
lowship. Here is a test for me. S. Luke x. 
29, &c. 

III. Behold thy mother. lb 27. 

To one who left his father to follow Christ 
(S. Mark i. 19), Christ bequeathed his Mother. 
If for love of Him we abandon earthly affec- 
tions and ties. He will give us spiritual ones. 
We may thus be brethren and children of His 
saints in Him. S, Mark x. 29. 

Sext. 
Having laved His own vliliiK -woere V<v ^>;j 
tffor/d, He loved them unto tHe eud. '^- ^^ 
xw. 1. ^ 
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THE WORDS OF JESUS UPON THE CROSS. 

4. Forsaken of Crod, 5. A thirst. 

Read S. Matt xxvii. 45-49 ; S. John xix. 28, 29. 

t. My God, My God, why hast Thou for- 
saken Me? lb. 46. (Ps. xxiL 1). 

From these awfully mysterious words we 
learn that Christ was a while deprived even 
of Divine assistance. What that was to Him 
we know not. Oh, that we never sought from 
man what He had not even from God. Jer, 
xvii. 6. 

II. I Thirst. S. John xix. 28. 

In all things He would obey the Father's 
will, the Father's word. So was it written 
(Ps, Ixix. 21), and His desire was to fulfil it 
all ; and this for our sakes ; such was His love. 
Ps. ex. 7. 

III. They filled a sponge with vinegar^ and put ii 
upon hyssop^ and put it to His mouth, S. John 
xix. 29. 

And so may we deal with our blessed Lord 
when we give Him carnal instead of spiritual 
affections ; the dre^ of our days instead of 
tiie vigour of life. How deeply drank He the 
cup of bitterness for me. How have I requited 
Him ? S, Luke xv. 18. 

2lfi/ soul thirstethfoT God. P^« "stUu 2« 

For thoughts upon the GospcU ot l\v\% ^eftY> «» ^* v«^^ 
going pages ftom Septuageslma. 8c« »^*o 'C- ^^^' 
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THE WORDS OF JESUS UPON THE CROSS. 

6. The finished work. 7* The commended spiiiL 
Read S. John xix. 30 ; S. Luke xxiii. 46. 

I. It is Finished. lb. 30. 

What God had willed, what Jesus had un- 
dertaken, all is done — all ! For His glory — 
ibr our salvation. Oh, that I could sufiiciently 
praise and love Him. What at my last hour 
shall I say ? Unprofitable, unworthy follower 
of my Lord. S. Luke xvii. 10 ; 2 Tim, iv. 7. 

II. Father, into Thy hands I commend My 
Spirit. lb. 46. 

In filial confidence to His Father — ^into His 
hands, that onlv quiet and secure place — not 
His body, but titis spirit. Would I follow His 
example ? Do I love as a Son ? Is my will 
resigned to His ? Is my body crucified, and 
my soul set free for Him ? \ S, Pet, iv. 19. 

III. And He bowed His head, and save up the 
ehost. lb. 30. 

Oh, the mystery ! The death of God I They 
only who know the extent of Divine love can 
compass this. It is for me too! Truly are 
we bought with a price (1 Cor, vi. 20), a 
countless price ! Incline, oh, incline, my 
head, my heart, my all, to Thy ways, O Lord. 
Ps, cxix. 112. 

My meat is to da the unll o/ H\m tlxat *^ 
me, and tojinuh His tvork. S. 3 ^^^ '^"^ • ^^ 

147 



^atiOap in Aol^ Winh. 



9 



Head S. Matt iitvli. fil-53 (S, Mark, S. Luk. 

I. Tile veil of the lempla teat rent in ttcain, lb 

The ancient law nas abolbhed ; the 
110 more drawn over the ordinances of Gi 
this the death of Christ should work in i 
the abolishing the old Inw of my fleshly ni< 
here ; the freeing of my spiritual aigbt fi 
oil false (/«. liz. 2) cloaka and coTerings. 
Cor. V. 7. 

II. The earth did quake and the roeitt tenl. II 
Nature sorrowed for its Lord. Why do 

I? I anibuteartht Is it that Hove the tlii 
of the earth njore than Jesus ? {S. Luke i 
13.) Is my heart as a rock that I cann 
"■ ' ' a mortified body, o reo' 

HI. The graves tcere opened. Ih, 53. 

In dying He destroyed deatli. The Sb: 
arose. His death brings life to His peo] 
Roa it laid open the recesses of my conecien 
Has it exposed {S. Matt, xxiii. 37) all 
lalse W8V8 ? Has it set me free to walk 
newness of life J Heb. ii.U. 

■4 »ew and iiving way ■ . . llirougli Hw 
i^ia/osas, J^u flesh. Heb. x-'»- 



WittinMaj^ in i^olp Week. 

THE EMOTIONS PRODUCED IN SEVERAL PERSONS BY 
THE DEATH OF CHRIST. 

Read 1 Cor. i. 18-31. 

I. 7^ ceniurion . . . said^ Truly this man was the 
Son of God. S. Mark xy. 39. 

From the natural fear of the outward tokens 
of God's majesty, he passed to the true fear 
and acknowledgment of God Himself. Others 
saw and heard, but were not really moved. 
He was moved, for God touched his heart. In 
the depths of Christ's humility he confessed his 
Lord. 1 Cor, i. 18. 

II. And ail the people that came together . . . smt^ 
their breasts and returned. S. Luke xxiii. 48. 
These were better than the Chief Priests and 

Pharisees, who were not moved at all ; yet 
they made no confession, for they came toge- 
ther for a sight. Do I realise, more than 
they, Christ dying for me? To go and to re- 
turn is of little avail ; I must abide wilh Him. 
S. Luke X. 30-32. 

III. And all His acquaintance and the women . . . 
stood afar off, beholding these things. lb. 49. 
Peter stood afar off and denied Christ. It 

is better to be near Him ; yet they stood 
where they might see Jesus and be seen of 
Him. Goa give me grace ever to look upon 
Him, the crucified, to draw near to Him, and 
be healed. Is, Ivii. 18, 19. 

-^ow in Chrigt Jems ye tohjo «o(met%tne% Anitere 
J^ of are made nigh ^w the blood of CKris^^ 
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SMd S. John lii. 31-37 (Num. zx. ; Zecb. x 

I. They taw that He unu dead already, {anS} I 
brake not Ha iega. lb. 33. 

He was found dead before their expec 
tioD, hasteiiing to perfect our redemption ; 
was KQother proiihecj fulfilled in Him. W 
nould it be if, wnen our enemies beset us, 
be found already crucified unto the world, d< 
unto sin, no longer open to their lemptati 
S. Luke xii. 50. 

II. One qf the loldiert with a ipear pierced Hilt 
lb. 34. 

Oh, the fountain of the love and mercj 
Jesus ! laid hare, opened for me ! He gi 
His feet to Magdalene to carese. His hi 
to His Disciples to use in His name (Acts 
7) ; and now His heart is poured forth 
His sinfiil, erring children, la. Ixvi. 12. 

III. And forthiDith eame there<mt b!ood and tea 
lb. 

Type*, as many have believed, of the 
crainents of His own appointment, the w( 
with which we are wEMued, the blood v 
which we are cleansed and fed. How He 
loved UB t Ob, that I could lore Him frei 
knd as He has Laved me ! 1 John v. 6. 

Ztn. 
^e opened t&e rock of Klme,o!nA.t^vx 
J^foed^U, *7iAa(rtti«r»ro«4nthedTjjT 
^- ev. 41. 
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THE CONTEMPLATION OF JESUS CRUCIFIED. 

Read S. John iii. 14, 15 (Num. xxi. 6-9). 

I. Behold^ and see if there be any sorrow like unto 
My sorrow. Lam. i. 12. 

They pierced My hands and My feet. (Ps, 
xxii. 16.) They gnashed upon Me with tneir 
teeth. (P«. XXXV. 16.) I was numbered with 
the transgressors. {Is. liii. 12.) I looked for 
some to take pity, but there was none. (P«. 
Ixix. 20.) What profit is there in My blood ? 
(P«. XXX. 9.) Consider these things. 

II. What are these, wounds in Thine hands? Zech. 
xm. 6. 

If I ask Thee, O Lord, Thou hast already 
answered : " Those with which I was wounded 
in the house of my friends." Is it I ? Yea, 
Lord, in me. Truly Thou hast loved me, 
and given Thyself for me. (Eph, v. 25.) Do I 
love Thee ? Grant me to saj' in truth. Lord, 
Thou knowest all things. Thou knowest that 
I love Thee. S, John xxi. 17. 

III. Te are not your own, ye are bought with a 
price, 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. 

For Thou hast died for all, that they who 
live, live no more to themselves, but to Him 
who died for them. (2 Cor, v. 16.) What shall 
I render unto Thee, O Lord ? Take me, oh, 
take me, and make me Tbine onnh, 

^^^^ unto Mcy and be ye saved. \».^^ -'^ 
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CHRIST TAKEN DOWN FROM THE CROSS AND BURIED. 

Compare ail the four Gospels, (Is. liii. 9.) 

I. Joseph , . a disciple qfJesvs . . but secretly fir 
fear qftheJews^ went in boldly unto Pilate, lb. ib. 

One only disciple ventured to shew such 
love. And this one, who, from fear of others, 
had concealed bis faith. Such was the fruit 
of the Passion of Christ. No test is better 
than that we follow Him in i)eril and shame. 
S, Luke xvii. 18. 

1\. And there came also Nicodemufi* S. John xix. 39. 

He too, like Joseph, had been a secret dis- 
ciple, and now, together, openly profess their 
love. They cared for the body of our Lord ; 
they bore and tended it. And I may minister 
to His members, His suffering ones, His poor. 
Do I in love to Him ? S. Matt. xxv. 40. 

III. And laid it in his own new tomb, S. Matt. 
xxvii. 60. 

Him we bury in our hearts, when by faith 
we receive Him. Still more so in the Holy 
Sacrament. Like Joseph, let it be a '' new" 
(a renewed) restinff-place — " in a rock," firm 
and faithful — ^guarded by devout thoughts and 
holy resolutions. S, John xiv. 23 ; Dent, 
xi. 8, 18. 

Sext 
^^ word have J hid in mine hAort. ^%« 

15^ 



THE LORD 18 RISEN. HALLELUJAH ! 

Read S. Luke xxiy. 1-9 (Rom. yi.). 

I. He rose again the third day accordiim to the 
JSeripttwes, 1 Cor. xy. 4. 

" Heaviness may endure for a night, but 
joy cometh in the morning." Thirty-three 
vears of sorrow, three days of bitter passion, 
brought in this glorious morn. So must we 
seek glory, first dying with Him. 2 Tim, ii. 11. 

IT. I laid me down and slept^ and rose up again, 
Pb. iii. 5. 

His body, His spirit, companions in the pas- 
sion, are again united in triumph. Oh, that 
I had a spint to rejoice with Him, as did those 
of old. To insure this joy, I must abide in 
Him, and He in me, and be filled with His 
love. S, John xv, 9-11. 

III. As Christ was raised up , , , sowe also should 
walk in newness of life. Rom. yi. 4. 

This is the fruit of His resurrection, that we 
should have new life in Him. The old man 
must be destroyed in us; the flesh must be 
mortified, if I would live that life. Do I live 
that life? If so, how? If not, why? Bom. 
vm. 13. 

HE IS BISEN, AS HE Sklli. S.'MaXX, 
XX via. 6, 



For tbougbts on the Gospel of ttve ^^, wft 'a- '^^'^' 
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THE FACULTIES OF THE RISEN BODY. 

Read 1 Cor. xv. 36-68. 

I. // %8 wum in corruption; it is raised in tnoofrap- 
turn. lb. 42. 

The Holy One of God did not see corrup- 
tion, though He tasted death. We through 
Him shall be freed from disease, from deaths 
from corruption, — these no longer have any 
dominion. So spiritually should it be with 
the soul of the living Christian. Rom. vi. 6. 

II. It is sown a natural body ; it is raised a spi- 
ritual body, lb. 44. 

The Body of Christ was not impeded by 
natural difficulties. (5. John xx. 19.) Nor 
should we be hindered by difficulties in the 
way of holiness, having power to do all 
things through Him. JPAi/. iv. 13. 

III. // is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: 
it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. 
lb. 43. 

The righteous shall shine as the stars of 
heaven — now weak, then strong, and fitted 
tor the perfect service of God. Even now 
should we live to the glory of God. Do I ? 
Tit, iii. 1 ; S. Matt. v. 16. 

€txt. 
They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. 
Ps. cxxvi, 6. 

For thoughts on the Gospel ot tiift ^«S » **« ^- ^'^'^ * 
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H KEHAINBD IN OtIB LOBO'S 



I. Whalai 

xiii. e. 

They are the eternal proof of Hu suffering 
to all beings, — the way which He has led to 
glory, — for thus it was " needs l>e." How 
dare I then shrink from eufiering? May 1 
meke aDother path to glory '! S. Luke xxiv. 
46. 

II. / have graven Ihee upon the palma <if Mine 
hands . . . laili not forget ihte. la. xlii. IS, 16. 

For the sake of His faithful followers, they 
are a memorial to Himself, for whom, for what 
He bad sufiered. He ever bears us in mind. 
Make me to remember Tbee and forget the 
creature, O my Lord, otherwise shall I foTgst 
Thee. 1 Tim. ii. 1-8. 

III. Every tge shall tee Him, and Aey alto which 
pureed Him. Rev. L 7. 



Him ? 1 John ii. 28. 

We mutt Ihrouah much trtbulaiwn. enier n<^i> 
tie kingdom df God. Acte-xCT-ia. 

For liouffht. on the Go«pel ot ttio a«3,«*>^''*'* 
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JUad 8. John nr. 16-24. 
I. BieaitdanaUlbiylhatwmlforHim. la.iii. 
It IE nowhere recorded in Scripture t 
she went to seek the Lord. " BleHsed ia , 
that believed." Her spirit is known by 
own words : " Be it unto me aeeordmg 
Thou wilt." She believed ; she wailed I 
time. Let as learn from this. 5. Luke sxi. 
n. He that loveth Mt nhall U loved rtf My Fali 

and I will lone him, and ojiO mar^ett My 

to him. S. John liv. 21. 
It is not said that He manifested Himi 
to her, as to others. But she knew this bles 
promise. She waited to have it accomplisl 
to her as seemed Him hest. If I bo 1o< 
Him, I too might be sure of Hie blessed p 
sence. lb. 33. 



In proportion to the trials she suffered, su 
acoordiog to God's promises, was her con 
lation. Such too are the consolations of 
His people. In mv trials do I seek soli 
from earth or refresoment from His preseni 
2 Cot. 1. 7. 

Stit. 
■^toillnat leave you com/ortU** ; T ""Jl < 
A^S^yu. S. John xiv. 18. 
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Week, Thdbsday. 



THE HOLY WOMEN GO TO THE SEPULCHRE. 

Read S. Luke xxIy. 1. 

I. Very early in the morning they came unto the 
sepulchre, bringing spices. lb. 1. 

Love carried them forward. Follow them 
in spirit. They expended their substance, 
devoted their time, rose very early, went 
fearless of the guards, for love of their Lord. 
Dost thou love Him? go and do likewise. 
1 John iv. 18. 

« 

II. Who shaU roll us away the stone 9 S. Mark 
xvi. 3. 

They thought there would be a dij£culty, 
where there proved to be none. Still, as they 
thought of It, thev remembered their own 
weakness. Do I bear in mind my own in- 
sufficiency, and yet in faith go forward. S, 
Luke ix. 62 ; xviii. 1, &c. 

III. They saw that the stone was rolled away. lb. 4. 

It was rolled away (5. Matt,) with noise 
and an earthquake, — so the Divine Provi- 
dence had prepared the way. He is ever 
present to those who seek Him, smoothing all 
difficulties, removing all obstacles. Has He 
not done so for me ? Then let me trust Him. 
Ps, ix. 10 ; xli. 1. 

W^e shall reap if we faxai not . <S«^- ^^ *^ 
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Friday. In EasUr 



THE ANGEL INFORMS THEM OF THE BEBUBBECTION 

OF CHRIST. 

Read S. Matt, xxviii. 2-6. 

I. Fear not ye: for I know thai ye seek Jenu^ 

which was crucified. lb. 5. 

This was the reason why they need not fear. 
God sends consolation according to their need 
to those who seek Him. If I would have His 
comforts, I must abandon the love of myself^ 
and of all but Jesus. Ps. Ixix. 32. 

II. He is not here ; He is risen, as He said, lb. 6. 

They sought Him in the tomb, among the 
dead. Where do I seek Him? In earthly 
comforts ? In sensual pleasures ? In worldly 
vanities ? Does not conscience and the voice 
of the Spirit say, <* He is not here." 1 Kings 
xix. 9. 

III. Comen see the place, S[c, (lb. 6). And they found 
not the body of the Lord Jestts. S. Luke xxiv. 3. 

They loved Him ; but it was the body they 
wished to tend ; so they found Him not. He 
must be sought with a pure love. Our desires 
and intentions must not be mingled with self 
and earthliness. Are mine ? Prov. i. 28, &c. 

^Thr seek ye the living among the deoAl 
^. Zuke xxiv. 5. 
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Week. SATURDi 



THE WOMEN REPROVED, AND SENT TO TELL TH 

DISCIPLES. 

Read S. Luke xxiv. 1-8. 

I. Why seek ye the living ameng the dead ? lb. 

They ought to have received the words 
the angel with thankfulness and faith. Tb 
were seeking Jesus, bat not in the right plf 
nor in the right way. Where do I seek Hit 
CoL iii. 1. 

II. He is not here, but is risen. lb. 6. 

Here was the proof of His resurrectic 
Here I may find a test of spiritual life. A 
I where I was, in the grave of corruption a 
sin, in languor, in lifelessness ? Or have 
passed away from these and risen ? S, Ma 
viii. 21, 22. 

III. 6ro .. . tell His disciples that He is risen fr 
^ dead, S. Matt, zxviii. 7> 

What a mercy ! These are they that f< 
sook Him and fled. God deals to us the mc 
sure of His love, not of our deserts. En 
not into judgment with me, O Lord, but di 
with me according to Thy mercy. Ps, Z3 
7 ; cxliii. 2. 

ne Uvingy tht living, Kc shoJiX -praVafc 
Te, xxjfviii. 19. 



dPinft duntfap after (Saittt. 



THE WOMEN GO AND TELL PETER AND JOHN. 

Read S. Mark xvi. 5-8 (S. Luke xxiv. ; S. John xx.). 

I. Tell his disciples and Peter, lb. 7. 

Peter, who had confessed Him, wlu> had 
denied Him, who had repented and wept. 
See the tenderness of God, and hope in His 
compassion. He will not cast me oflP, though 
in frailty I have sinned. Mai. vi. 7. 

II. Their words seemed to them as idle tales, 8. Luke 
xxiv. 11. 

Christ had foretold it, the women report it, 

?ret the disciples *< believed them not." God 
eads us now by inward calls and outward 
ordinances. How often have I treated them 
as idle tales. la, vii. 9. 

III. They have tdken away the Lord out qf the 
sepulchre, S. John xx. 2. 

This was the report of Mary Magdalene. 
Her sorrow and love carried her away. TTie 
angel had said, '^ He is risen." Even my 
best affections and zeal must be watched, lest 
they lead me into error. Rom, x. 2. 

Mer sim, which are niani/, are forgiven ; for 
sAe loved much, S. Luke V\\. ^T . 



Vat thoughts on the Gospel olVXie d*i»*«»^ ^'*»^- 
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First Week after Easter. Monday. 

PETEa AND JOHN RUN TO THE SEPULCHRE. 

iZ^oJ S. John XX l-IO. 

I. P^er went forthy and that other diteiple, and 
came to the sepulchre. lb. 3. 

They wish to know of the truth for them- 
telyes, not trusting those who believed not. 
•It is not what others do, but what I ought to 
dOy that should guide me. S, John iv. 41, 42. 

II. The other disciple did outrun Peter, lb 4. 

** Both ran together," but he whom Jesus 
loved, he who loved Jesus, he who leaned on 
His bosom, was the foremost. Divine love 
does not creep, but fly to its objects. Have I 
those seraph wings? 1 Cor. ix. 24-26. 

III. He saw, and believed. lb. 8. 

He let Peter enter first ; he himself waited 
awhile. Learn hence to be humble, unhurried, 
and considerate. His reward was the remem- 
brance of his Master's words : he saw and be- 
lieved. 8. Luke X. 23. 

ZtxX. 
So run that ye may obtain* 1 Cor. ix. 24. 
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Tuesday. First Week 



CHRIST APPEARS TO PETER. 

Read S. Luke xxiv. 12, 33, 34 (1 Cor. xv.). 

I. Be (Peter) departed^ wondering in himself. lb. 

12. 

Meditating on what he had seen, as it would 
Appear, alone. Such is a disposition of mind 
apt to see and receive God. The more we retire 
apart from earthly things, the more likely we 
are to find Him. Hos, ii. 14. 

II. The Lord is risen indeed^ and hath appeared 
to Simon. lb. 34. 

Not to John who stood by the cross, but to 
Peter who fled and denied Him, now penitent. 
So mercifully does He deal with and esteem 
the penitent soul. Do I so seek Him in peni- 
tence ? S, Luke XY. 30, &c. 

III. He was seen of Cephas. 1 Cor. xv. 5. 

The last time our Lord '' looked on Peter,'' 
it was in sorrow and shame ; now He '* is seen 
of Cephas" in ioy and love. What a lesson to 
me of entire lorgiYeness of all who have of- 
fended ! 8. Matt. vi. 15. 

SText. 

Ye shall be sorrowfaly but i/our sottouj sftaC 
^e /urned into joy. 8. Joihtv xy\. ^. 



\&l 



after Easter. Wkdnesdat. 

MAGDALENE AT THE SEPULCHRE. 

Read S. John xx. 10-14. 

I. Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping^ 

lb. 11. 

Here was one standing near the tomb, sad, 
looking for her Lord, weeping. Why ? For 
she loved much. Consider, my soul, dost thou 
seek Him, long for Him, mourn His loss? 
S. Luke vii. 47. 

II. And seeth two angels in tohite sitting. lb. 12. 

She waited awhile, and before long received 
help. Persevere in holy watching for God, 
and He will not long leave thee to thyself. It 
may now be dark, it will not be so always. 
P*. xxxvi. 9. 

III. Why weepest thou? . . . Because they have 
taken away my Lord I know not where. lb. 1 3. 

Who should not weep for the loss of Christ? 
Would that I did so more. If Magdalene 
wept, who was not the cause of her loss, how 
much more I, who banish Him by sin. Cant» 
V. 2-6. 

Thou hidest Thy face^ they are troubled. 
P5. CIV. 29. 
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Thursday. First Week 

CHRIST APPEARS TO MAGDALENB UNKNOWN. 

Read S. John xx. 14-16. 

I. S^ saw Jesus standing^ and knew not that it w^ 
Jesus. lb. 14. 

While she sought Him He was at hand. 
He is ever nigh to them that seek Him. 
Though we know Him not, it is He. We 
shall one day see Him as He is. . Ps. cxiz. 2 ; 
Is, xlv. 16. 

II. Whp weepest thou f Whom seekeat thou f lb. 
15. 

He asks, that our hearts may answer Him 
and seek Him with greater earnestness. Do 
I seem deserted of &od and desolate, I will 
seek Him but the more, and surely find Him. 
Deui, iv. 29-31. 

III. Tell me when thou hast Urid Him. lb. 

She spake as one ignorant of what she said. 
Such was the force of her love and her desires. 
Notwithstanding both Jews and Romans, if she 
oonld but find Him, she would take Him. How 
far am I from such love ! Lord, {rive me more. 
Cant. iii. 2. 

I love them that love Af e ; and ihe^ thai, ^eek 
Me earbf shall find Me. Pton . n\\\- VI . 

104 



after Easter* Faidat. 



CHRIST MADE KNOWN TO MAGDALENE. 

Read S. John xx. 16-18. 

I. Jetus miih unto her^Marp, She tumeth herself .^ 

and taiih unto Him, Rabbcni, lb. 16. 

What tenderness, gentleness, friendship, 
love, in that one word of Christ's ; what re- 
verence, humility, adoration, joy, in that 
word of hers. So are the master and disciple 
known ; so will God speak to me ; so may I 
to Him. S, John x. 14. 

II. Jesus saiih unto her. Touch me not. lb. 17. 

Probably there is a great mystery in this. 
He was not to be touched because He was not 
then ascended. How can He now ? By faith, 
in His Sacraments, in His Word ; yet learn 
that He will haye our love a reverential love. 
Heb, zii. 28. 

III. Ooto My brethren, and say unto them, I ascend 
unto My Father and your Father, lb. 

She would shew her love lying at His feet, 
as formerly sitting there. He would have her 
prove it by willing service and love to others. 
He would have them prepared for His depar- 
ture, and look to God as their Father. In all 
these things I too am taught. S, John ziv. 
12 ; xvi. 16. 

Sext 

JIfy sheep hear My voice^ and I Xiw>u) X>v«^ta 
and t^ follow Me. S. JoW x.SlT • 
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Saturday. First Week lifter Ea$ter, 



CHRIST APPEARS TO THE OTHER WOMEN. 

Read S. Matt xzviii. 5-11. 

I. Behold Jesus met them, saymg^ All haU, lb. 9. 

It appears as if Mary Majj^daleoe had re- 
joined them and told them of the Lord. He, 
then, whom they now desired to see, is re- 
vealed unto them. Blessed are they who so 
desire. Pa, cviL 9. 

II. They came, and field Him hy thefeetj and w&r- 
shipped Him, lb. 

Think of their reverent affection and joy. 
That was now permitted which had been before 
refused. It is my duty to seek the consolation 
of intercourse with God. It is His to fix the 
time which He will surely vouchsafe to those 
who persevere. S. Luke xviii. 1-8. 

III. Go tell My brethren that they go into Galilee; 
there shall they see Me. lb. 10. 

Yes, even those who deserted Him. These 
He still calls His brethren. Such charity I 
oueht to imitate. (5. Matt, xviii. 15.) In 
Galilee they were to meet Him, away from 
the clamour of the city. Where shall I then 
find Him ? Ps. iv. 4 (C. P. B.). 

SText. 
l7fi/o them that look f or Him shall He apnpcox 
/>if serond time withmU sin unto ialwaum. 
Heb. jx. 28. 
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^econU SunUai) after ((Bn^ttx. 



CHRIST MEETS THE TWO DISCIPLES ON THEIR 
JOURNEY TO EMMAUS. 

Read S. Luke xxiv. 13-16 (Deut. vi. 4, &c.]. 

I. Two of them went thai . . day to a viilage. lb. 1 3. 

The^ were sad at the death of Christ, and 
doubtful of His resurrection. They sought 
relief in the country instead of abidine for the 
promised day. We ought not to seek conso- 
lation in outward things, but quietly abide 
His time. Ps, Ix. 11. 

II. They talked together ofaU these things . . • and 
. . Jesus Himself drew near, lb. 14, 15. 

The sheep wandered, but the Shepherd of 
Love was at hand, now to prepare their 
minds for heavenly joys. They talked of Hb 
passion. Such discourse pleased Him ; so He 
joined Himself to them. In such converse, 
O Lord, draw near to me. S. Matt. ix. 36. 

III. But their eyes were holden that they should not 
know Him. lb. 16. 

Was this their excess of sorrow ? How often 
He is near in our chastisements, yet we see 
Him not. This is the time for me to gird up 
my mind, and see and acknowledge Him. Job 
ix. 11, 12. 

^rxt. 

It is good that a man should both hope and 
(jfuietly wait/or the salvation of iKe X«ta. Xasa.- 
ifi 26. 



For thoughts on the GoapeV ol XXvc ^«.>j , ««» N^- 
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Monday. Second Week 

HE INQUIRES WHAT THEY TALK OF. 

Read lb. 17-24 (Deut xL 18, &c.). 

I. What tnatmer of eommunicaiioru are them thai 
ye have one to another ? lb. 17. 

He well knew ; yet asked, that tfaey infgfal 
open their grie& and be healed. (S. Jem, ir« 
16.) He loved to be reminded of His pasoion, 
which now daily we may plead to Him. What 
is my discourse with others ? Of earthly or 
heavenly things? 

II. They said unto Himy Concerning Jenu qf Na- 
zareth, lb. 19. 

He had asked, What things ? as if forgetful 
of what He had suffered. How little like those 
who dwell on their wrongs or troubles. He 
has done all fbr us; we out little for Him. 
Phil, iii. 13, 14. 

III. We trusted that it had been He whteh ^otdd 
have redeemed Israel, lb. 21. 

Here they shew how weak their fiadth was, 
not even seeing redemption in His death ! Do 
I acquiesce in the Divine will where I cannot 
understand it ? This I ought to do, remem- 
bering how God works by means when I can- 
not foresee the end. Job xxiii. 8-10. 

ZtxX, 
They that feared the Lord spake often onne 
/^ another, and the "Lord hearkened and Keoxd. 
''^' Mai. iii. 16. 
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^UrButtfT. Tdbbdat. 



CHUR BKFBOTE* THEn UI 

lUad lb. S4-2S (3 Car. ii. 8, Slc). 
l,J^/a»U, and thte rf heart to believe, lb. 25. 

These were severe but friendiy words ; 
tfokea in eharity, received in meekness. So 
give (I Ptt. a. SO), io receive, blame. But 
daldMervetbiBblaine? Am I slow to believe, 
or <l»w to Uve a practical faith T S. Matt. 
xvuLIS. 
II. Oufkl not ChrUt to have lufiredl lb. 36. 

Tbis was what they would not believe. How 
slow we all are to believe the necessity of His 
cross for ns, or ours for Him, Am I readv to 
tuBer for Him ? or would I share His glory 
lot without It 
12. 



^ _ . en reprove . 
e instmcti. What a lesson of kiodness 
and wisdom. Compare with it thine own 
methods with others. And for myself, what I 
teoidi, that do I practise ? Rom. li. 17-33. 

Srit. 
Lord, IbeSevt: btlp ZAou mtne imhditf. 
S. Mark U. 24. 



Wednesday. Second Week 

HE IS INVITED TO ABIDE WITH THEM. 

Read lb. 28-31. 

I. He made as though He would have gone further. 

lb. 28. 

Not but that He desired to stay, only He 
would have them ask in love. He knows our 
wants ; He would have us know them, and 
pray accordingly. Is be absent? Do I seek 
to bring Him back ? He will surely come. Ps. 
xci. 15 ; Ezek, xxxvi. 35-37. 

II. They constrained Him, saying. Abide with us. 
lb. 29. 

They, who knew Him not ! and I, who do 
know Him, do I constrain and entreat Him ? 
Their desires increased, for night drew on. It 
may even now be night with me. Is He abid- 
ing in me, and I in Him ? S, Luke xii. 20. 

III. He went in to tarry with them. lb. 

Oh, what jov and happiness to have Him as 
their guest. Him in the first and highest seat. 
Which does He hold in my heart, in my affec- 
tions, in my practice ? S. John xiv. 23. 

Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: 
/or thereby some have entertained angels un^ 
awares. Heb. xiii. 2. 
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after Easter, Thubsdat. 



CHRIST KNOWN IN BREAKING OF BREAD. 

Read lb. 30-35. 

I. He tock bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave 
to them. And their eyes were opened, lb. 30, 3K 

" And they knew Him." Tliat we may 
know Him too, He has given us the same 
breaking of bread. We too may have our 
eyes open to Divine things. Is this its effect 
on me ? If not, why not ? Ps. cxix. 130. 

II. And He vanished out of their sight, lb. 

Giving them no time for visible, tangible 
adoration ; not prolonging their heavenly joys 
and consolation. Even these ma^ not be al- 
ways had on earth. Faith exercises and ap- 
propriates them now, and waits patiently for 
full enjoyment. Is, liv. 7, 8. 

III. Did not our heart bum within us ? lb. 32. 

Not in the breaking of bread, but in the 
way, while He was unknown. Such should be 
my affections, in the hearing, reading, speak- 
ing of Divine things. So He speaks to me ; 
so shall He be known to me also. Is my heart 
so enkindled ? S, John x. 4. 

The sheep foUow Him^ /or t"he:\j, \aw3wa 'BX^ 
t^^f/ee, S. John x. 4. 
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Second Week 



lAAS TO THE A88BMBLEO DISCIPLES. 

•. Luke zxiT. 36, &.c wUh S. John xx. 
19, &c 

day, at evening . . • etune Jesut. lb. 

evening. They were slow to believe, 
ayed His coming. Now their doors 
I for fear of the enemy. Would I 
of Him? First, then, believe in 
r the entrance of thy heart against 
'«. cxxxix. 23, *24. 

xf in the midst, lb. 

seen of all. Their Master, Guide, 
lepherd, Protector. Is He in the 
? of me? and of all mine? In our 
eceive Him there. Where two or 
1 His name there is He. iS^. Matt. 



\ith . . . Peace be unto you. Why are 
ed? It it I Myself. S.Luke. 

r peace and our salvation. Throueh 
ave peace with God, and by. Him 
rselves, being conformed to the will 
1 for Him peace with all men, by 
tience, love. Ps, xxxv. 3 ; xxvii. i, 

ZixU 

' shall awe His people tKe bUumiQ 
'8. xxix. 10. (C.P.B.^ 
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after Easter. Saturday. 



CHRIST SHEWS THEM HIS HANDS AND FEET. 

Read S. Luke xxiy. 37-40. 

!• They were terrified and affrighted^ and supposed 
that they had seen a spirit* lb. 

Yet it was the Lord, but they knew Him 
not. How often holy thoughts and views of 
God, or practical truths, are set aside. We 
fear to encounter them, we treat them as illu- 
sions, and so neglect them. Ps. Izxyiii. 58, 
(C.P.B.) 

11. And he said . . Why are ye troubled 9 lb. 33. 

For they who are endued with constancy 
and repose on God are not troubled with 
sudden fears. How do they act on me? It 
thus, have I endeavoured to foresee, and in 
prayer to provide for, my need? S, Mark 
xiii. 33. 

IIL Behold My hands andMyfeet^ thai U is I My- 
self, lb. 39. 

Blessed Lord, who shewest Thyself the help, 
the peace of Thy people, when in fear of dif- 
ficulty or trial, here is my hope, my stay. In 
Thy sufferings for me, and m Thy glory, is 
the pledge of my future joy. 1 Pet, iv. 18. 

The Prince of life voham. God. IvoAv Tf»»R.^ 
^am the dead. Acta m. \5. 
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Cf)trtl duntlap after (Carter. 



CHRIST TAKES FOOD WITH THE DISCIPLES. 

Read S. Luke xxiv. 41-43. 

I. While they yet believed not for joy . . He said . .- • 
Have ye here anymeat ? lb. 

Thus in every way He seeks to persuade 
men to believe on Him. His messengers, 
His teaching, His miracles, now even the 
very nature of His body, is exhibited to them. 
In every way should we persuade others for 
their good. Do I in any ? S. Matt, xxi. 33-37. 

II. And they gave Him . • . And He took it and did 
eat. lb. 42, 43. 

Their fare was very simple ; they gave Him 
the best that they had : the broiled fish, em- 
blem of a soul prepared for Him ; the honey- 
comb, emblem of a pure, loving, holy wiU. 
Are my offerings such ? 2 Cor» viii. 12. 

III. Then were the disciples glad^ ^c S. John zx. 
20. 

They saw their Lord once more, not re- 
proacmng them for their flight, but comfort- 
va^ them with His presence. How often has 
He so beneficently dealt with me. I will re- 
pent and still hope in Him. Rom, viii. 32. 

-Blessed is he that shall eat hreodiatlte feinq- 
<afew of God. S. Luke xW. \5. 

Por thoughts on the Gospel ol t\ve d«j>«««^-"^^' 
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Third Week after Easter, Monday. 



HE OPENS TO THEM THE SCRIPTURES. 

Read S. Luke xxiv. 44-48 (Ps. xix.). 

I. All things must be fulfilled, lb. 

He reminds them of His passion and death. 
These were before decreed of God, and He 
submitted. Have I learnt to desire the fulfil- 
ment of His will in me ? Do I see His hand 
in every trial ? P*. cxzxv. 6, 6. 

II. Then opened He their understanding, lb. 45. 

That they might understand the Scriptures, 
not for their sakes only, but for ours to whom 
their Gospel has come down. Do I not re- 
ceive it heartily ? It is because of self-will 
and worldly self-love. These hinder my sight, 
2 Cor, iv. 3, 4. 

III. Thus it is written^ and thus it behoved Christ 
to suffer, lb. 46. 

" Thus," from the necessity^ of atonement, 
from love to man, from obedience to the Fa- 
ther, He suffered as it behoved Him ; and we 
too must follow Him, bearing our trials in re- 
signation, in love, in obedience to His will. 
1 Pet. iv. 17-19. 

Open Thou mine eyeSy thai I mauJbe^vdlA. ^e 
wonaraus things out of Tky lato* 'r^. o.-xv^.^^^- 
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Tuesday. Third Week 

HE GIVES TO THEM THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE 
POWER OF ABSOLUTION. 

Read S. John xx. 21-23. 

* • 

I. As My Father hath sent Me^ even so send I ywu 

lb. 21. 

His ambassadors sent forth even as Himself! 
What a calling ! Co-operating with Him for 
the salvation of men. How aoes it behove 
them to labour ; how does it behove me to 
receive them. 1 Cor. iv. 1. 

II. Receive ye the Holy Ghost. lb. 22. 

As He breathed life into Adam, so now the 

Sdrit of life and truth into His Apostles, 
ut upon all according to their vocation is this 
gift poured. Have 1 then its inward life? 
1 Cor, xii. 13 ; Job zxxiii. 4. 

III. Whosesoever sins ye remit they are remitted 
unto them, lb. 23. 

Here is another mercy, fallen man a channel 
of pardon to his fellow-sinners. Oh, the love of 
Christ to our souls. Do I esteem this mercy ? 
Do I bend my heart and soul to receive it 
when ministered 7 2 Cor, v. 18. 

He thai receioeth you receiveth Me. He 
that hearetk t/ou heareik Mc, He t\uA 6^- 
^Hseth you despiaeth Me, %. Ifi.^XV -x.. ASi% '^. 
£uke X. 16* 
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after Easter, Wednesday. 

THE UNBELIEF OF THE APOSTLE THOMAS. 

Mead S. John xx. 24, 25. 

I. ThonuUf one of the twelve, was not with them w?ien 
Jetfu came, lb. 24. 

He disbelieved the disciples from Emmaus, 
and departed from their company. Confi- 
dence in his own judgment and disunion: both 
freat faults. So he lost this presence of his 
ord. Let me beware. Heb. iii. 18, 19. 

II. The other diidples therefore said unto Aim, We 
have seen the Lord, lb. 25. 

First, like the rest, he disbelieved the words 
of two of his brethren; now he disbelieves all: 
so one fault leads to another. Do I trust my- 
self and my own opinions ? See whither it 
may lead me. S, Mark xvi. 14. 

III. He said unto them, Except I shall see » ., I 
will not believe, lb. 

Here is the root of the evil : Except I shall 
see ? Faith is not sight. Much must be taken 
on trust ; first trusting God, and in Him those 
through whom He is pleased to instruct us. 
Heb, xi. 1. 

Blessed are they that have not seen^ aiA-^e-t 
/^ai^e believed, S. John xx. ^9. 
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TnuBSDAY. Third Week 

CHRIST APPEA&S TO THE DISCIPLES WHEN THOMAS 

IS PRESENT. 

Read S. John xx. 26-29. 

L AJier eight days again Hie dieoipiee were wiihinj 
and Thomas toith them, lb. 26. 

Eight days in unbelief! If any rise from 
such a state, it is of the alone mercy of God. 
He sought one poor sinner, but in the sifffat of 
the others, that he might confess his fault be* 
fore them, and give them joy. Eph, ii. 4-8. 

II. Then came Jesus, the doors being shut. lb. 

Yet it was with closed doors ; the brethren 
might know his fault, but not the world 
witnout. Am I carefid of the reputation of 
others, and tender to them ? Do I close the 
door of my lips lest I wound a brother 7 Qid. 
vi. 1. 

III. And stood in the midst, and said. Peace be unto 
you, lb. 

There alone is peace where Jesus is in the 
midst; where He is the centre of all our 




Ztxi, 
He is our peace, TS.p\v. u. \^. 
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after Easter. Friday. 

THE WOHD8 OF CHRIST AND THOMAS. 

Read S. John xx. 27-29. 

I. Then saith He to Thomas, lb. 

He turns to one only, and speaks to him. 
He was the greater and persevering offender. 
His, therefore, was the greatest necesnty. 
True sons of God thus in charity deal with 
thoso that have trespassed against them. Do 
11 S, Matt, V. 44, 45. 

II. Reach hither thy finger^ and behold My handt 
. , , be not faithless^ but believing, lb. 

Thus Christ proved Himself God, and pre- 
sent when Thomas had refused his belief. Had 
he weighed that presence (Eccles. v. 2, and see 
p. 177) then he would have spoken more cir- 
cumspectly. Christ in meekness and mercy 
re]>roves him, and with the reproof instructs 
him. 

III. Thomas said . • . My Lord and my God, lb. 28. 

How few, how full his words of confession ! 
Sorrow and love fill his heart ; his Lord whom 
he fears, his God whom he loves, is now ac- 
knowledged. Is he my Lord and my God? 
How do I prove this my confession ? Mai. i. 6. 

Ztxt. 

I am the Lord Thy God^ tKc Holij Otw oj 
Israel Thy Saviour, Is. xVm. S. 
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Saturday. Third Week after Easter.- 



CHRIST APPEARS AT THE SEA OF TIBERIAS. 

Read S; John xxL 1-5. 

I. Simon Peter saith . , I go a fishing. They say , . 

We also go with thee, lb. 3. 

What simple union with each other, consi- 
deration for each other ! In all my dealings 
with others how do I act ? If leading them, 
do I seek their good ; if following, do I con- 
sen t cheerfully ? Ps. cxzxiii. 1 . 

II. That night they caught nothing. lb. 

And well God ordered this fruitlessness, that 
they might know that in the strength of their 
Lord only could they prosper. Have I learnt 
His all-sufficiency, and my own nothingness. 
P«. cxxvii. 1, 2. 

III. When the morning was come^ Jestts stood on 
the shore. lb. 4. 

But they knew Him not. We, like they, 
fish in the waters of this life, but too often for 
honour, pleasure, &c. Are these facts to sa- 
tisfy me ? No ! To Thee I confess it, O Lord ! 
Except in Thee and by Thee there is no good. 
Rom, vi. 21. 

Without me ye can do nothing. S. John 
XV. 6, 
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jFourtf) dunHap aftir (SaiUt. 



CHRIST DISCOVERS HIMSELF TO THE DISCIPLES. 

Read S. John xxi. 6-9. 

I. Cfast the net on the right side of the ship* And 
now they were not €^le to draw U, lb. 

The Lord cominanded, and though scarcely 
known to them, they obeyed, and prospered. 
By His power He prepared His creatures for 
them. 1)6 I cultivate an obedient spirit ? Do 
I trust myself or the Lord for success ? 1 Cor. 
111. 6. 

II. It is the Lord. lb. 7. 

The disciple Mrhom Jesus loved first knew 
Him. His was a pure, a loving, a fervent 
spirit. He saw God, and led his brother to 
see Him. S. John xiv. 21 ; IS. John i. 3. 

III. When Simon Peter heard that it was the 
Lord, he east himself into the sea. lb. 

Such was his fervour and his fearlessness ; 
let me compare with it my own slothfulness 
towards my Lord. Let me no longer delay. 
Peter ventured, and sunk not ; nor shall I if 
I trust in Him. Ps. xxii. 5. 

Ztxi. 
The hand of the Lord sJidll be loMnimlowMwA* 
^is servants. Is. Ixvi. 14. 



For Noughts on the Gospel ol v^e ^»"^* *®*^ ^* ^^"^^ 

IBl 



Read S. Jolm ui. 9-14. 

I. At Bum at theg leere eometolaiul,thesi lav afij 

t^ eoalt . . ajulfiA . . and bread, lb. 9, 

Even in His risen body He ininiBtered t 
them fta a servant. Shnll I decline such oflices 
who am but dust? All was ready, for it wa 
prepared of Christ. In all that I hnve I wil 
acknowledge Him. Ps. niv. 27, 28, &c. 

II. Bring of the fith ahich ye Aaiw lumr canghn 
lb. 10. 

Fish were already prepared, yet ChnBtwouli 
have thorn complete tbeir toll, and see Hi 
work. In such a spirit should I labour, ani 
give tiiankB to Him. P«. ciii. 1, 2. 

III. Jena saith unio thetnyCamt and Urn. lb. 1! 
ItwHsakind and benevolent in viuttion then 

but it spake of a better one to which I to 
most unworthily am iavited. Have I in hear 
accepted it; am I in diligence preparing fo 
it? It is His will, He has prepared it forme 
H. Luke xsii. 30 : Rev. iii. 20. 



after Easter. 

CHRIST COMMITS HIS SHEEP T( 

Retid S. John xxL 15-1 

I. Loves t thou Me more than these ? 

Tbis needful question for the 
Apostles. Well misht he be S' 
thrice had denied Christ. Dost 
the question, Lovest thou Me? 
answer it ; I who have so sinned 
love. 1 S. John ii. 15. 

II. Lord^ Thou knowest that I lone i 

He will not now say, "more 
Enough if he loves his Lord in 
No more "I know," but "Thi 
Knowledge of myself will teach 
worse of myself, better of them 
may truly have Him as my wit; 
love Him. Phil, ii. 3 ; Rom, i. 

III. Feed My lambs . . . Feed My sh 

Here, then, is His will— our c 
evidence to others of our love. 
Him. Do I do so in the garde 
soul, who am oniR of His sheep 7 
from offending His little ones- 
Do I seek in Him to do good v 
Gal. vi. 10. 

Thou, O Lordy ftnoioest me *, 
ffiP, and tried mxne h£art towc 
xiL 3. 



Wbdmbsday. Fomik^ Wmk 



CHRIST FORETELLS PETER'S MARTYRDOM, AMD 

ANSWERS THE QUESTION ABOUT 8. JOHN. 

Read S. John xxi. 18-25. 

I. T%ou shalt stretch forth thp hand$^ and omMer 
thaU gird thee. lb. 18. 

He who now had learnt to fear his own oon^ 
stancy, is now assured of it, even to de»Ui« 
What may come to me from others I know 
not ; God ^rant me myself to crucify the fleshy 
and to receive as from Him trials wnich oome 
by other hands. Gah v. 24. 

II. Lord^ and what shail this man do ? lb. 2L 

\)ur Lord bid him " Follow Me." He looked 
round and saw S. John, and asked oar Lord 
of him. If we look off from Jesus and con- 
cern ourselves with others, we do not Mrisely. 
John was meekly following. Let me follow 
also. Heb. xii. 2. 

III. What is that to thee7 foUow thou Me. Ih. 22. 

Cariosity in the concerns of others is not 
according to the mind of God. I have enough 
to do with myself. Am I tempted to a«k 
what others tnink, say, or do, remember 
the words, " What is that to thee ?" 1 Pei 
iv. 16. 

I'oUaw thcu Me. lb. 

Id4 



Bead S. Hatt. xxiiii. 16, 17 (1 Cor. xv. 6). 

I. Then Iht eleven ditciplti uienl meag into OaSlee 
into a Mounlain. lb. 

And ftt the same place, it ib Bupposed, were 
gathered the five hundred. Christ had bidden 
theeleT«n; they bad bidden others. Whateref 
He has Toucbsafed to us, we should ealaree 
OUT affections, and estead help to thoee who 
need. 1 Pel. iv. 10. 

II. Where Jetue had opppdntoiJ lk»m. lb. 
There thej went, and there, according to 

Hig promise, He met them. " Faithful is He 
that hath called us." Atn I faiibful to Him 1 
Has not He been more than fhithAil to me? 
Heb. X. 23. 

III. When Ihey aaa Him, theg monhipped Him: 
but tome doubled. lb. 

He has the homage of true believers ; jet 
some even now doubted. Ob, the hardness of 
man's heart ! Oh, the hardcess of mine 1 yet 
soften it, O Lord, that with Thy fuiihful ones 
I may ascend Thy mountain, may beUeve and 
adore. S. Lake xii. 29 ; Pt. cxxi. 1. 

Stcl. 
■Erait the Zffrd our God,amdiDOT»Vi:p<rt^^ 
A»^:*af;_/S)r (Ae Zffrd ow Godvt>M*j- ^' 



Friday. Fourth Week 



THE DISCIPLES SENT FORTH TO ALL NATIONS. 

Read S. Matt zzyiii. 18, 19. 

I. All power is given unto Me in heaven and in 

earth, lb. 

That, indeed, which was His, who was one 
with the Father, is again given to Him, tlie 
reward of His cross and passion. What have 
I won in this way ? Do I desire victories so 
gained ? Do I acknowledge His ? Rev, v. 12, 
13. 

II. Go ye therefore^ and teach all nations. Ih. 19. 
"Therefore ;" in His strength, by His autho- 
rity, His ambassadors and ministers go forth, 
and all Christians have their call to aU within 
their reach ; none are shut out from His mercy 
— I was not ; None, least of all the poor and 
sorrowing may be from mine. S, matt, xxv. 
40. 

III. Baptising them in the name of the Father, 
and cif the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. lb. 

Baptism instead of circumcision. Here is 
part of that lighter yoke. Do I give thanks 
for it? A member of Christ! A child of 
God ! An heir of heaven ! In His family ; 
what a gift, what a name ! Is my life con- 
formable to it? 'Rev, iii. 1-3. 

Of whom the w?iole family in h^ooeu «rA 
^a^'/A is named, Epb. lii. 15. 
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aftw Easter. Satui 

THE DISCIPLES FURTHER INSTRUCTED. 

Read S. Matt, xxviii. 20 ; S. Mark xvi. 15- 

I. Teaching them to observe all things, lb. 

Not merely to know and talk of His 
mand^, but to keep them. Not some 
but all. His commandments are not gri( 
Yet how often have I esteemed them sc 
Jas, ii. 10 ; 15. John v. 3. 

II. He that believeth and is baptised shdU be i 
but he that believeth not . . . (S. Mark). 

^^ Shall be damned." What an altemi 
And through the grace of God I am perc 
and enabled to choose. Let me give 1 
for my privileges, feel for those who 
them not, and see that my faith be not 
less one. S, Jas, ii. 14, &c. 

III. T/iese signs shall follow them that heliev 

And they did attend the first spread 
Gospel. Have I such signs spiritnally. 
the works of the devil cast forth ? Do I 
the language of Zion ? Do I endure, b 
fall under temptation ? Do I labour f 
sick and needy ? S. Matt. xyli. 20. 

Tliey aU sliaU have one skcplieTd.^ l>v 
a/so walk in My Judgments, and o\>« 
sMutes and do them, IS^bbV. xiccrc^ 
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dTtfti) dttntiap after (Sa^ttr. 



CHRIST'S PROMISE OF ANSWERS TO THEIR PRAYERS. 

Read S. John xiv. 13 ; xvi. 16-24, 

I. WTuUsoever ye sJuUl ask the Father in My name^ 
He urill give it you, lb. xvi. 23. 

Hitherto they had asked but faintly (i&. xiv. 
24), now they were to ask in &ith and eon- 
fidence, through the name of Jesus. Have 
niy prayers been hearty, earnest, confiding? 
or cold, languid, faithless? S* Jcu, i. 5, &c. 

II. ^ye shall ask any thing in my name IwiU d^ 
it, lb. xiv. 14. 

If they did not fully trust the Father whom 
they haa not seen with their bodily eyes, the 
sympathy of Jesus was their security ; He 
would hear them. He would look to it, He 
would do it. Blessed Jesus, undertake for me. 
In Thy name only do I trust. Heb. iv. 14-ld« 

III. That the Father may be glorified in the Son, 
lb. xiv. 13. 

Not only our weakness, our misery, our 
necessity ; not only the sympathy, the com- 
passion, the merits of Jesus, but the glory of 
God, the Holy, the Just, the True, is our se- 
curity. Do I rest on this hope? Pour out 
thine heart, then. Pray without ceasing. Ps. 
Ixii. 8. 

9rxt. 

^sA whuU ye wiUy and it ihoiXl be d<me unlo 
g ^> S. John XV. 7. 

J^or thoughts on the Gospel of tY\e d«s, aee ^. "iXi • 
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RoOATION MOHDAT. 



THE FBOHieE OF THE COHFOBTEK. 

HMod S. John liy. 16-31 ; in. 1-18. 

I. It u expedient for you that I go meag lb. iri. 7. 
In kindnera to tliem He sajs not " for Me," 

but for yoQ. His thougbt ia for His people. 
Even His withdrawal is tor our good, not for 
His pleasure only. Do 1 make myself (he 
centre and end of ni;f actions? think of Him, 
and live for God and His people. PhU. i. 
23,24. 

II. If I go not aaay, the Comforter vill not corns 

They loved Christ, but it may have been too 
Tnnch bodily, too little spiritual love, and if so, 
sellishly. Such affections hinder the Spirit 
and the grace of God. Am I clear of them! 
S. John vi. 26. 
IIL If I depart 1 wUl tend Hhimnto gou. lb. 

This great eift was made to depend on the 
departing of Christ from among men. How 
many spiritual blessings follow on the loss of 
earthly comforts. Bo I feel thia truth 7 ap- 
prove it I willingly receive it? 2 Cor. vii, 1. 



Where the Sjnrit of the Lord if, thtr* U ^ 
herty. 2Cor. iii. 11. 
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aVJ>^ «xaoV%^^ too* 
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BoGATioN Wednesday. 



HE LEADS THEM OUT TO THE MOUNT OF OLIVES. 

Read S. Luke zxiv. 45-50 (Acts i.). 

I. Tarry ye in the city cf Jerusalem untU ye be en- 
dued with power from on high. lb. 49. 

Learn, then, the disposition in which to look 
for grace. Tarrying {ori^, sitting) quietly — 
quiet even among the men of the worm — wait- 
ing until His time— not resting in our own 
power, but waiting to be clothed with His ere 
we venture on His work. P*. Ixxi. 16. 

IL He led them cut as far as to Bethany. lb. 50. 

Bethany, where Martha had received Him 
and served Him, and Mary had sat at His 
feet. It inay be to have given them His bless* 
ing, or to let them witness His ascension. The 
Lord forgets not His people. Alas, how do I 
forget Him ! Heb. vi. 10. 

III. {To) the mount called Olivet. Acts i. 12. 

Think of the mingled joy and sorrow of this 
holy band ; their prayers, their praises, Hieir 
adoration. His last lesson is, as it were, 
" Throuffh Gethsemane to heaven," " By 
Mount Olivet to the throne," ** By suffering 
to ^lory." Teach me this, O Lord. S. Luke 
XXIV. 2(3 ; Acts xiv. 22. 

We wait for TJiy l(nnng1d'adltie«%^ O Oo^-*^ 
/Ae midst of Thy tempU. VC.. ^ • ^^ ^'^^ 
xlviii. 9., 
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^MxtiiiovL Sap. 

THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD. 

Read S. Luke xxir. 50-53 (Acts i. 9). 

I. He lifted up His hands and blessed them. lb. 50. 
With what words He blessed them we know 

not. His blessing must be full of grace, and 
now we receive it in His only name. Blew 
me also, O Lord my God, an unworthy sinner, 
and fill me with Thy grace. Gen. xxvii. 36, 
38; S.Jokn xvii. 20. 

II. While they beheld He was taken up. Acts i 9. 
They were not merely beholders with the 

bodily eye, but looked on Him with affection, 
reverence, joy. To such the visions of His 
^lory are vouchsafed ; to such it shall be given 
m due time to follow Thee. May it be so to 
me. Cant, i. 4 ; S. John xiii. 36. 

III. He humbled Himself^ ^c. . . . Wherefore God 
also hath highly exalted Him. Phil. ii. 9. 

And our ascension to heaven will be more 
in prospect, as we abase ourselves here. He 
descended first, then ascended. {Eph. iv« 9.) 
The more I learn Him and love Him, the 
more His ways will be my ways. Have they 
been such hitherto ? Shew me Thy ways, O 
Lord ! 5. Luke xiv. 11 ; Ps. xxv. 4. 

I ascend unto My Father^ and your Father ; 
andlo My God, and your God. ^. io\m xx. 

^or thoughts on the Gospel of tYie daj, ^ec aX^o-^.VM- 
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FllIDAy AFTER AsCBNSION DaY. 
ANGELS PREDICT CHRIST'S COMING AGAIN. 

Read Acts i. 9-11 (1 These, iy. 13-18). 

I. A cloud received Him out qfiheir sight. lb. 

The time was to come when He should be 
hidden from their bodily eyes. So God willed. 
fie often permits a cloud to interpose between 
us and Divine thin^. (S, Matt, xiil, 17.) Take 
heed it be no doud of sin. Is. liz. 2. 

II. Why stand ye gassing up into heaven ? lb. 1 1. 

So spake the Angels, once witnesses of His 
coming down, now of His going up. Then 
they directed to His cradle — now they call 
away from the mount. The Christian life is 
not in standing idle, in gazing listlessly, but 
in holy action ; lifting up our souls to Him. 
Ps. cxxiii. 1 ; S. Matt, xi. 12. 

III. This same Jesus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come in like manner. lb. 

'^ So" as to majesty — not as to oflSce. He 
is gone our advocate; He will return our 
judge. Do I then so in heart and life follow 
Him, that I shall see Him with joy at His 
coming again 1 I S. John ii. 28 ; Aev. xxii. 7. 

When Christy who is cvnr life, %\vo)OL orjr^fcw^ 
/>5<ew sJiali ye also appear trxlK HVm Viv ^t^- 
CoL iii. 4. 



Saturday after Ascbnsion Day. 



OF THE TRIUMPHAL BAND THAT ACCOMPANIED 
CHRIST INTO HEAVEN. 

Read Ps. xcvii. 

I. He ascended up on high. He led capHviiy captive, 
Eph. iv. 8. 

The oflSce of Christ was to deliver the pri- 
soners from the prison-house of sin, of death, 
of hell. (/». xlii. 16; Zech. ix. 11 ; 1 Pet. iii. 
18.) The spirits of such must have rejoiced in 
His triumph, now given a heavenly home. Do 
I seek that home of freedom 7 Do I lead others 
there? Rom, viii. 19-21. 

II. 7^ chariots qf God are twenty tliousand. Pa. 
Ixviii. 17. 

Angels, too, accompanied Him, rejoicing. 
Oh, that I rejoiced with them in Him, as the 
conqueror of hell — as the Good Shepherd bring- 
ing back His lost sheep — as the loving Father 
receiving His prodigal son. For I am such. 
iS^. Luk£ XV. 7, 18, &c. 

III. God is gone up with a merry noise, Ps. xIviL 5. 
The voices of the souls He has redeemed sing 

praises ; they sing a new song to the Lamb. 
The anffels sing to Him who only is worthy, 
and all (make me, O Lord, to join \^ith them) 
ascribe honour and glory to Him. Rev, v. 9, 
12. 

^ext. 
^<? Aeavetu have declared His T\gl\te(m«xi.ew% 
ond all the people have seen His gWnj- ^^- 
^crii. e, ^ 
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duntiap after fiicmiion Sap* 



CHRIST'S TRIUMPHAL ENTRY INTO HEAVEN. 

Read Ps. ex. (Heb. i. 8, &c ) 

I. / fiave finished the work which Thou gavesi Me 
to do ; and now^ O Father y glorify Thou Af«, ^e* 
S. John XTii. 4, 5. 

' What blessed words ! what a ground for our 
love ! what a title to the Fathers glory ! Can 
I make any such 7 Can I say, '* I have done 
Thy will, I have finished Thy work, who have 
done so little for Him ? Yet why not ? 2 Tim, 
iv. 6-8. 

II, The Lord said unto my Lord^ Sit thou on My 
right hand, Ps. ex. 1. 

So exalted is our human nature in Christ. 
He is our brother, our Head. Such is the re- 
ward of His condescension. Such are our pri- 
vileges and hopes. Do I esteem them ? Rom, 
vui. 16, 17. 

III. And sat on the right hand qfChd. S. Mark 
xvLlP. 

To govern and to judge. But He enjoins no 
more than He has both set an example and 

S'ven ffrace to do. Yet bow little have I fol- 
wed Him ! Do neither love nor fear influence 
me ? He reads the heart. 1 Cor, iv. 6. 

Endured the cross, despising thi thaxM.^ ^^^^^ 
issetdown o^ ^Ae naKt Kand ojfihiaWTowt oS 
Gad. Heb. xii.2. 



For thoughts on tbe Gospel of ttie Cl^s * ^* "^^^ 
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Monday. IVe^ after 

THE FRUITS OF CHRIST'S ASCENSION. 

Read S. John xiv. 1-3 (1 Thess. iv. 14-18). 

I. lift up ymw heads^ O ye geUes^ S[c» P& xxIt. 7; 

Truly, that Christ the King of Glory might 
come in first. Yet no less that for us tTOse 
gates, closed by sin, might again be opened 9 
and they have been. Can they close again io 
me ? Ask the foolish virgins, and delay not. 
8, Matt, XXV. 10. 

II. I go to prepare a place for gou. S. John xiv. 2. 

In all things He goes before His people. In 
the cross they were to follow Him, and now 
in glory also. There He is our head ; there 
we His members shall be. How good ; how 
gracious ! Is my heart His ? Is that the home 
I long for? 2 Cor. y. I. 

III. We have an advocate with the Father^ Jesus 
Christ the righteous. 1 S. John ii. 1. 

Here is another blessed fruit of it. So guiltVy. 
fiiO backsliding, so infirm as I am ; what a g^ft 
to have one who pleads for me His wouimSi 
His merits, His glory ! Live not, then, for the 
world ; for it He prays not. S, John xvii. 9. 

ZtxU 
I ma that theyaho toliomThouluwt ^vo«a 
^^ A? with Me where 1 am. ^. io\iTv xVw.^v. 
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Jscension Day, TuBSDAr. 



OF OUB ASCENSION. 

Read Col uL lAl. 

!• Mofi\fy ffOfuir members which are upon the eartK 
lb. 6. 

We, too, may ascend with Him even now, 
by rising above the world, its affections and 
lasts. If they overcome me, I am of earth — if 
I tread them down by grace, it is to ascend 
with Christ. P«. xliv. 6. 

II. Tltey ehaU go from strength to strength, Ps. 
Ixxxiv. 7. 

To ascend in heart and mind, and that con- 
tinually, is really to advance in faith, and love, 
and holy obedience. There is no end of this 
race but heaven. Here there is no perfection, 
yet I must aim at it. S, Matt. v. 48. 

III. Unto the God of gods appeareth every one of 
them in Zion. lb. 

The nearest approach to perfection here on 
earth is, to know nothing but Christ, to see no- 
thing but God in all things, and all things in 
Him. When shall I ascend this heavenly mount, 
I who love earth and the things of earth too 
well? Oh, for that blessed day ! PhU, iii, 7, &c. 

^Xt. 
FTe shanbelikeKxmJw we »lvaX\*fce^VKv 
asIfeU. IS. John iiu ^. 



197 



Wrdnesday. Week after 

THE RETURN OF THE DISCIPLES TO JERUSALEM. 

Read S. Luke xxiv. 52 (Ps. cxxii.). 

■I. And they worshipped Him and returned* lb. • ' 

Following the warning of the angels, they 
left the place where they would gladly have 
lingered. We may have to loose uie cords of 
our tent. It is well, then, to adore and obey, 
following with the eye of faith His footsteps. 
S, Matt. xvii. 4, &c. 

•II. They returned to Jerusalem with great joy. lb. 

For they had seen His glory, received His 
blessing, obtained the promise of a place in 
His kingdom, gained the hope of their own 
ascension. In these things His true servants 
rejoice. Is my joy in them ? 1 Pef. i. 8, 9. 

III. And were continually in the Temple. lb. 53. 

** And these continued with one accord io 
prayer," obedient to the bidding of Christ, 
faithfully waiting for His promise, conscious 
of their own weakness and of their strength in 
Him. Do I act as if I needed Him not? 
S. John zv. 5. 

fPrart. 

Ye shall be snrrowful, but your sorrow shall 
de turned into joy. S. 3 oYiii ilnv. *ift . 
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AscenHon Day, THuasoAY. 

THE CHOOSING OF 8* MATTHIAS. 

Bead Acts 115-26, 

I. II U written . • His bishopric let another take. 
lb. 20. 

. The purposes of God to His Church do not 
fail from the sinfulness of men. If one falls 
away. He raises up another. Am I fulfilling 
my vocation ? Humble though it be, it may 
be for His glory. If not, beware. 1 Cor, 
ix. 27 ; X. 12. 

JI. LordLi who knowest the hearts of ail men^ shew 
whether qf these two thou hast chosen. lb. 24. 

Having appointed two, they nrayed, and 
left the disposal to the Lord. Such is the best 
mode of choice. Without prayer and resigna- 
tion, have I ever made a good choice ? At least, 
has it not been better with these. S. Jos. i. 5. 

III. And they gavejorth their lotSy and the lot fell 
upon Matthias, lb. 26. 

■ Barsabas did not murmur; Matthias did 
not boast. Each receive the lot as the will of 
God, and obey. Am I preferred to another? 
Be as Matthias. Am I set aside ? Be as Bar- 
sabas. Have I so acted ? 1 Sam. 11. 35 ; iii. 
18. 

Ood is the judge ; He puttelK Aof«otv cf« 
andsetteth up another. ^^* ^^^^ '^ ^ 
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Friday. Week efiet 

THE EXPECTATION OF THE HOLY 8FUUT. 

Read Acts L 12-14 (Ps. cxxiii.). 

L They went up into an upper room, lb. 18. 

At the bidding of Christ they waited in Je- 
rusalem, unworldly in the midst of the woiid. 
Waiting not for earthly comforts, but for the 
Spirit of God, the Comforter. How do I live f 
Unworldly ? Undistracted ? He will not be 
found in dissipation either of body or mind. 
S. Matt. zii. 19. 

II. Where abode both Peter^ and James, and Join, 
S[o, lb. 

And they waited patiently, not knowing the 
hour, but watching in a prepared mind ; leaving 
to God the manner and the time, only fully 
trusting in Him. See ; is this my spirit? S. 
Luke zii. 37. 

III. These all oonHnued . . . m proffer, lb. 14» 

For they remembered their Master's pro- 
mise, and the power of prayer. Think of the 
things they prayed for ; by the answers they 
obtained in the ^fts of the Spirit. Do I de- 
sire, do I pray for, do I receive His spiritual 
gifts? 8. Luke 7d. IB. 

The Lard\wiir\ wait that he may be gr acinus 
.... blessea are all they that toaitjar Him. 
Is. XXX. 18. 
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Ascension Day. Saturday. 

« 

THE PREPABATION OF THE APOSTLES lt>a RECEIVING 

THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

Read Acts i. 14, &c. (Ps. cxxxiii.) 

I. JTiete <Ul conHntted. lb. 

None separated themselves from that holy 
fellowship, but all continued together. Those 
lose the blessings which the body receives who 
separate themselves from its members, Heb, 
X. 25 (Jude xix.). 

II. With one accord in proper and supplication, lb. 

And all of one mind— one heart and one 
soul — filled with charity and holy love ; fore- 
stalling this best gift of the Spirit, whom they 
desired • (Acts iv. 32.) How do I live 1 

III. With the fjoomen^ and Mary the mother qfJestu, 
and with His brethren. lb. 

They were united also with those who fol- 
lowed and were heloved of Christ. With these 
it is our part to be united ; in communion with 
those at rest, in holy fellowship with those that 
serve Him here on earth. Ps. xvi. 3. 

Continue in prayer, and watch in the same 
with thanksgiving. Col. iv. 2. 
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OF T»E COMING OF THE HOLY OHOaT. 

Read Acts iL 1, 2 (Is. xliv. 3, &c.). 

I. When the day cf Pentecost watfulip come, iheg 
were all teiih one accord^ in one place. Ibu 

Once the day of fear, and giving of the 
law; now the day of unity analovey and of 
the grace of God. Is the law of love written 
in my heart? Write it there, O Gt>dy my 
Lord. Jer. xxxi. 23. 

II. There came a sound from heaven as qfa rushing 
mighty wind, lb. 2. 

A <* sound" that might awaken all ! ^^ Sud- 
denly," that they might watch " from hea- 
ven ;" for it is the gififc of God " mighty" to 
overcome, as a wind piercing and pervading 
all. Have I watched ? Have I heard ? Have 
I received and admitted this best g^ft? S. 
Jos, i. 17. 

III. And it filled all the house where they were 
sitting, lb. 

There was the infant Church. Within that 
fold is the fulness of His gprace. There they 
who sit in quiet, free from distraction, find 
His grace. Open Thou my heart, O God the 
Holy Ghost ; in every comer come in and fill 
it with TDyself. S. Luke vi. 21. 

Zext 
Filled with all the fulness of God. The 
Church, which is His body, the fulness ofHvn 
thatfilleth all in aU, £ph. iii. 19 ; i. 23. 

far thoughts on the Gospel of t\xe d«i^« «mi^^. \<\%^ \ft9. 
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OP HIS COMING IN TONGUES of FIRE. 

Read Acts ii. 1-4. 

T. And there appeared unto them cloven tonpues, 
lb. 3. 

Hie Spirit of God was not to be in idle 
hearts, but in earnest preachers of the Gospel. 
These tongues were types. Their own tongues 
to be proofs of their mission. Am I a true 
disciple ? Does my tongue confess the truths 
my heart acknowledges ? S. Luke vi. 45. 

IL Like as of /ire, lb. 

Not cold and lifeless, but warm and giving 
warmth ; bright and giving light. Not only 
Christ's ministers, but each of His people 
(yes, I also), if I burn myself with Divine 
love, should excite it in others also. Do I ? 
S. Luke xii. 48, 49. 

111. And U sat upon each of them. lb. 

Sitting, as on His throne, taking possession 
and government of the hearts of each ; sitting, 
not to be removed. Oh, that He would obtain 
over me a constant, unceasing dominion. Can 
He not? Why? Do I wait for and admit 
His holy inspirations ? Bam. viii. 18. 

Ztxt 

Who makeih His angels spirits ; and His mir- 
nisters aflame of fire. Heo. i. 7. 

• For tboughtf od the Gospel of the (Vacj , «e« "^ . ^^ . 



Read S. John itL 1-15. 
I. / aiil pros Ihe Father, and Ha thall gise 
another Comforter. S. John liv. 16. 

His office is to console and comfort; 
«8 the Spirit of Truth. Oar troubles here 
most ofl«n in our imadnatione ; at least tl 
are not the realities ot eternity. He shewi 
these, and our troubles end. Rom. Tiii. I) 
IT. He will guide you into all truth. lb. in. I: 

He was alao to direct their undergtaud 
and knowledge, and bring to mind nil i 
Lord had taugbt, and they should teax^. i 
now He leads us to receivB them. Is my bf 
open and ready for His instruction t I S.Ji 
V. 30. 
III. He wSt reprove the woridr^Hny and <ifr^, 

oatnett, and (^judgment. lb. 8. 

The Spirit, who is love, reproving ! ¥«8, 
it islrom love to sinful men, that they may 
converted. And all should reprove othen 
love. Am I conyinced of niy own sins? 
I seek His righteoasnesa 1 Have I renouni 
the Prince of this world 7 S. Matt. sviu. : 
J. Jo*, s. 20, 21. 

Ctrl. 

Teach me to do Thy will, for Thaa art 

God; {let Thy hving SjHiit lead me forth i 

the land of righteoiuness.'] Ps. cxliii. 10. 

Fat thoagbtt on Ilia QtitvA d£ tbc lU;, nn 9, IM. 
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Sead 1 Cor. xii. 1-13. 
I. Teiludlie bapluedtnA Iht Halg Ghoil. Ada 



Purging from, and remiuion of, sina ; Krnce ; 
union wita God : these are the effects of Bap- 
tism. Thb at least must have been their gain. 
Happy those who have received and retained 
sucn gifts. Have 1 1 I Pet. iii. 21. 

IL l%e love qf God ii thed alroad ia our hearlt t^ 
(te Haiji Ghatt. Eom. v. 6. 
With the love of God comes the love of 
nian, for His selie ; zeal for the conversion of 
souls; fearlessness of danger and persecution. 
Have I these marks ? Have I an earnest zeal 
even for my own soul! 1 Cor. z. 31-33. 

III. (Tley) began b> tpeak leilh al/ttr Umffaei. Acts 
ii. 4. 

This gitl was needed for the spread of the 
Gospel. Ood vouchsafes graces according to 
our vocation. The defect is in ourselves, if 
we use them not, and so fail. Oh, that 1 SO 
used all Thy gifts, O Lord, as Thou wouldest ! 
S. Matt. xlii. 11 ; xiv. 14, &c. 



ScxL 
me of us it given grace, a/xon&ag 



Thubsday. WMimm 

THE WORK OF THE APOSTLES THROUGH THK imur. 

Read £ph. ir. 1-16. 

L (They) began to tpeak with other tangusa^ ae.ikt 
Spirit gave them utterance. Acts ii. 4. 

Teaching and preaching Jesas crucified ; be- 
fore simple and fearful ; now full of wisdcnB 
and boldness : for they received the Spirit tnd' 
used His grace. Do 1 delay to follow His in- 
spirations ? Why ? They will lead me to the 
desired end. Eph, ▼. 8. 

II. And they were all anuueed^ jfc. Othere^ MocJr- 
ing, said, 4[e. lb. 12, 13. 

Men could not help acknowled^ng the work 
of God. Yet there were found, as always, 
mockers. To some the Gospel is life, to others 
death. The disciple must bear the reproach of 
his master, and persevere. S. Mait, zi. 19. 

III. But Peter, standing up with tfte eleven^ RJted 
up his voice. lb. 14. 

Peter, who had denied, is now the champion. 
Filled, not with wine, but with the Spirit. He - 
speaks so as to move others (v. 41) suid forget 
himself. Do I take every occasion of exaltmg 
my Master's cause ? Eph. iv. 29. 

»rxt. 

Iff/e be reproached for the name of Christy 
happy are ye ; for the spirit of glory and of 
Ood resteth upon you, I Pet. iv. 14. 



Week* Feidat; 

THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT IN THE FIRST CHRISTIANS. 

Read Acts iL 42-47. 

I. They eeniinued stedfastly in the Apostks* doctrine 
andfettowship^ ^c. lb. 42. 

Three thousand baptised, aod here Tvas the 
firuit of their conversion — ^purity of doctrine, 
stedftstness, unity, communion in '^ break- 
ing of bread/' and prayer. What an example 
to as ! What a bumiHation to me ! Rev, ii. 
4, 5 ; Phil i. 6. 

II. All that believed were together^ and had all things 
common. lb. 44. 

The love of the world and of self shuts out 
the Spirit of God. Where He is these are cast 
fbrth, and none contends for his own, but for 
his brethren's good. The Lord give me such 
a disposition. 1 S. John ii. 15. 

III. (TTiep) were of one heart and of one totil. lb. 
iv. 32. 

** They," this " multitude" of believers, free 
from dispute, discord, doubt ; a holy, happy 
family of brethren in Christ. Do I seek unity 
and peace ? give way to others ? follow peace 
and charity? In such is the Spirit of God. 
Ps, cxxxiii. 1. 

Ztxt 
One body and one spirit, £ph. iv. 4. 
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Satttrdat. Whitsum Week. 

OF THOSE THAT RECEIVE NOT THE SPIllIT. 

Read 1 Cor. ii. 

I. Mp Spirit shail not always strive toiA mam. 
Gen. vi. 3. 

'* For he is flesh," g^ven up to thoughts and 
desires of the flesh. The Holy Spirit striTes 
a while ; but if we will resist, it must be to our 
ruin. He cannot dwell in a fleshly mind. 
What is mine ? Is it given up to Him ? OaL 
V. 17 ; Is, Ixiii. 10. 

IL He that worketh deceit shaU not dwell wUhm 
Mine house. Ps. ci. 7. 

Nor will he, who hateth lies, abide with the 
deceitful — ^with those who deceive others — -who 
deceive themselves, but who cannot deceiye 
God, Worst of all is evil under the garb of 
good. Flee this, O my soul. Ps, v. 6. 

III. The Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive. S. John xiv. 17. 

The things of heaven are true and eternal ; 
those of earth are false and temporaL The 
world offers these last, riches, honours, pleSf- 
sures ; but the things of the Spirit, whicn m 
contrary, it cannot abide. Which do I choose T 
Heb. XI. 24-26. 

ZtxU 

Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God. Quench 
not t/ie Spirit. EpVi. v . SQ •, \ TW«&« ^ . 19. 



THE MYSTERY Of THE HOLY TEINITY. 

Read 1 John v. 

I. 7%e Lord our God is One Lord. Deut. Vi. 4. 
Infinite in all perfections. The Begiiihinff, 

the End of all things. The only God, beside 
whom there is none other. Him we cannot 
comprehend, but we may believe, adore, love. 
How have I set up other gods for myself! 
Be Thou only my God. Is, xlv. 22. 

II. In the Name of the Father, and qf the Son^ 
and of the Holy Ghost, S. Matt, xxviii. 19. 

Here is the mystery. Thrrb in One. One 
in essence, yet Three Persons. The Son be- 
gotten of the Father. The Holy Ghost pro- 
ceeding from the Father and the Son. This 
I cahnot comprehend, yet I believe and re- 
ceive it, O God triune! Make me to know 
Thee. S. Matt. iji. 16, 17. 

III. ffoly^ holy^ holjfi Lotd God, Itev* iv. 8. 

In all perfections infinitely perfect. Yet 
they cry, " Holy." The angels and man 
aimed at His sreatness and wisdom, and fell. 
But holiness becomeih His house for eveh 
From this we have ikllen. This alone He 
bids us imitate. In this, oh, how have I failed ! 
Levit, xi. 44 ; 1 Pet, i, 15, 16. 

THESE THREE ARE ONE. 1 John v. 7. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day « %e« -'^'i^.'L^*^^^^^. 

209 ^ 



!»• 






Trinity Sunday, Tubsdat. 



THE PERSON OF THE SON. 

Bead S. John i. 1-18. 

I. Tfie only-begotten Son^ which is in the bosom qf 
the Father, lb. 18. 

Tlie express image of the Father; in nature, 
in substance, in perfections one. He lives 
and loves and is blessed with Him ; and from 
Him and the Father proceedeth the Spirit, 
And I too am made in His image. Oh, how 
fallen ! Gm. i. 27. 

II. The firstborn among many brethren. Rom. 
viii. 29. 

By the taking of our nature He has made 
Himself our brother. By the shedding of 
His blood and the grace of adoption He has 
made us His brethren. Have I fully entered 
into and sufficiently esteemed this marvellous 
grace? Heh ii. 11. 

III. In wisdom hast Thou made them all, Ps. civ. 
24. 

By Him were all things made, and He is 
the true wisdom of God, — the light and life 
of the world. Let me, then, seek of Thee, 
O Lord, true wisdom, contempt of earthly 
things, desire of heavenly. So may I attain 
to Thy presence and glory. Prov. iii. 19, &c. 

To the Son He saitK^Tlvi^ tKTwve^O ^^-^ 
£9jbr ever and ever, ll«^. v ^^ 



Wednesday. Aftvt 

THE PERSON OF THE HOLY GHOST. 

Read S. John xv. 26, 27 ; xvi. 7-16. 

I. The Comforter^ the Spirit of truth. lb. 26. 

He who proceedeth from the Father and 
the Son, — sent forth of the Son from the Fa- 
ther, — He is the Spirit of love, the Spirit of 
truth, the Spirit of God, knitting both in one. 
Himself one with the Father and the Son. 
By Him may we also be one with them. 
1 Cor, vi. 17. 

II. Ve have received the Spirit of adoption^ Bom. 
viii. 15. 

The children of God, the brethren of Christy 
— these are sanctified of the Spirit ; these He 
perfects for glory. Yet how often have I 
resisted and grieved Him, unworthy of my 
heavenly calling ! 1 Thess. iv. 8. 

III. Let Thy loving Spirit lead me. Ps. cxliii. 10. 

Equally with the Father and the Son is He 
filled with love, pity, compassion. To Him 
all thanks are due for my guidance, comfort^ 
peace. Blessed be God ! Eph, iv. 30. 

That Holy Spirit of promin€y which is the 
earnest of our inheritance, Eph. i. 18, 14. 
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Trinity Sunday. Thursday. 

OF THE LOVE OF CHRIST IN THE EUCHARIST. 

Read S. Matt. xxvi. 26-80 (S. Mark xiv.). 

I. Thk is My body . . . This is My blood. lU 
26, 28. 

That which in the Incarnation He took up, 
and on the cross laid down, in the Eucharist 
He has given to us. The love which was 
proved by the Incarnation and Cross is shewn 
forth anew in this blessed Sacrament. What 
love ! Ps, viii. 4. 

II. He that eateth My fleshy and drinkeih My bloody 
dwelieth in Me, and I in him, S. John vi. 56. 

So bv His love there is a new way of mu- 
tual indwelling for God and His people ; and 
by these symbols He is incorporated into us. 
Oh, what oufirht I to be ! how pure, how un- 
worldly, to receive Him ! 1 Cor, xi. 28, &c. 

III. My flesh is meat indeed, and My blood is drink 
indeed, lb. 65. 

The body is nourished by earthly food. 
Here Christ has provided for the soul hea^ 
venly, spiritual food, that we may live, not 
an earthly, but a divine life. Which do 1 
seek ? I Kings xix. 8. 

Thy love is better than wine. Cant. i. 2. 

The introduction of the subject of the Holy Eucharist at 
this place was connected with the anGletvll«t%\.V««Sk.^^Asr%>A 
Chriati, formerly observed on tYv^n d«). 

*2\Z 
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Friday. Afltf 

THE BUCHARIST A MEMORIAL OF CHRIST'S PASSION. 

Bead 1 Cor. xi. 23-34. 

I. THm do in remembrance of Me. S. Luke xzii. 19. 

He who was once sacrificed for oar nns 
thus left a way in which we might continaallv 
have it in memory before ourselves and Gos. 
Continually, then, as He is offered up for me, 
continually should I offer np myself to God in 
Him. Gal v. 24. 

II. This do ye^ as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance 
tf Me, 1 Cor. xi. 25. 

Both His broken body and His outpoured 
blood are had in remembrance. Doubly 
would He have us shew Him forth, — in every- 
way, in affection, in heart, in holy service. 
SPe^iii. 1. 

III. As often as ye eat this bread, and drink thit 
cup, ye do shew the Lord^s death till He come* 
lb. 26. 

And we who partake of Him are as the 
sepulchre in which His holy body lay. That 
was a new sepulchre. See, then, that ours be 
new, — the old man purged out, and a place 
prepared meet for the Lord. 1 Cor, v. 7. 

Have these things always in remembrance, 
2 Pet. i. 16. 

ai4 



Read S. Jolm tL fiUSB. 
L We tfill mtne tinio ffim, and maie our a&odg 
ailkHim. S. John liy. 23. 

Thia ia the promiae to all who Ioto Him 
and keep His word. In that bol; SacrameDt 
eBpeciolIy He dweUe in us. She who bore 
Himin herwombwasfiiled with grace. What 
may we Dot hope fhim Him in it ! Bat then, 
dare I entertain foul and evil desires 1 I Cor. 
iii. 16, 17. 

II. He daelUlh in Me, and I in him. lb. tL M. 
We are not only a d welt ing-pl ace for Him ; 

but in the Sacrament become united, He with 
us, and we with Him, and through Him with 
the triune God. What holiness of life should 
not such an union produce in me ! 1 Cor. x. 
10, 17, 81. 

III. Aa I live by Ike Father, so he that ealelh Ate, 
even he ahull live by Me. lb. 57. 

As Christ receives His essence, life, and all 
perfections from the Father, so we from Him. 
To think, to will, to work. If this should be 
ita efiects to the worthy communicant, what 
must I be ? Lord, work it in me. S. John iv. 
25,26. 

Cut 

Tht temple of Ood it holy, which lempU ye 
are. I Cor. iii. 17. 

•iMa 



dHrtft duntla^ after Criaitp* 



THE HOLY EUCHARIST A GREAT FBA8T. 

Read S. Luke xiv. 16-24. 

I. A certain man made a great supper^ and bmie 
many. lb. 16. 

This is true of the Grospel invitation ; with- 
in which this feast is prepared for all fiuthfol 
disciples. And all is great, — ^the feast, the 
Lord, the end, — I, only I, am vile. For this 
should I hunger and thirst. Here verily is true 
food. Prov, xziii. 3. 

II. And they ail with one oonteni began to mtike 
excuse. lb. 18. 

Those excuses, — the honours of the world, 
the care of possessions, earthly affections, — 
how often these keep men from the altar and 
from heaven I Do they not keep me from 
real fitness for either? The fieiult is within 
me. 8, John v. 40. 

III. Go out . . . and bring in hither the poor and 
the maimed^ the halt and the blind, lb. 21. 

The worldly and sensual and neglectful are 
shut out of themselves ; the i)oor and humUle 
and needy are called in. Am I such? He 
desires me for His ^est ; and though I be 
infirm. He will receive and heal me. Pj; 
ciii. 3. 

27ie Spirit and tlie Bride say, Cwm, ,^.Lu 
him that is ai hint came. ^Rgv » ^xCv.\n . 

For thoughts on the Gospel olVYie <V»i,«^Ti "«^ 



Firtt Wetk tfler TKmfy. 



Yes, in us, a dwell in g-plac« for Himaelf, — 
the pure, the holy, the glorioas. Ask thyself 
what ahoDld that dwelling-place be ; ana art 
thon BuchT Well may 1 say, "Make me 
dean." 8, Matt. viii. 1, 9. 
IL To him that miemonielh will I give to eat itftht 
tree qflife. Rev. Ji. 7. 

Therelbre warfare is needful ; the spirit 

Xinst the fle»fa, the soul against the body. 
I appetite* to be subjected to reason, the 
reason to God. Above all, self muvt be orer- 
come and cast out, and Ood will give Himself 
instead. 1 Cor. is, 27. 

III. / wiil rain bread from heaven for you, and 
the people thall go out atuf jraiA«r. Eiod. 

This typo of the Eucharist was rained 
down for all ; all might have it freely ; bat 
each mntt gather. E^oh must go fbrtD from 
his tent ; each must labour. God help me to 
abandon earth, and go fbrtb and laboor for 
heaven. S. Mall. v. i6. 
€txt. 
Pul ihou tliy irmt In the l«t4, aiA \w 
do^good ; dtoeli in the laiul, <vad \iw*9 *w*> 
*AaUSefed. Ps. xxxvn. 3. 
2\7 
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TcseDAT. Fkrwt Wed 

OTHER NECE8BARY DIBFOSlTXONt. 

Read Ps. xliu, Ixxxiy. 

I. / will aai^fy her poor with bread. Pa. ezzziL 15. 

It is the poor, poor in spiiity emptied of 
themselves^ leaning upon God, huogerioff 
after Him,— these shall be satisfied with Hm 
spiritual food. Am I such ? S. Luke L 58. 

II. If any man thirsty let Iwm come unto Me^ and 
drink. S. John vii. 37. 

Athirst ! really feeling dry and pjarched up, 
longing earnestly^ longing to drink of toe 
water trom the well of everlasting life. HaYe 
I such ardent desires? God grant them to 
me. Rev, xxi. 6. 

III. When thou art bidden^ go and sit down m the 
lowest room. S. Luke idv. 10. 

Well may I, for who is He who bids me, 
and who am I ? Of all graces most necessary 
to one who would receive Him, is humility, 
deep humility. Do I know what it is to be 
truly humble ? Such will He regard, receive, 
and fill with good things. S. Luke i. 48. 

^txX« 
HegivethfwA to the hungra. ^^.«\s\A 



after Trimiy. ' Wbdnssi^at* 

THE EFFECTS OF WORTHILY PARTAKING. 

Read 1 Cor. x. 16, 17. 

I. lliey looked (Jhwed, marg.) unto Him^ and were 
lightened, Ps. xxxiv. 5. 

Enlightening^ of the understanding — faith to 
see God — opening of the spiritual eyes, — such 
vfere the effects on the disciples at Emmaus. 
For He is the true light (S. John i. 9). Grant, 
Lord, that I too may see. S. Luke xyiii. 41. 

II. Who saiisfieth thy mouth with good things^ sa 
that thy youth is renewed like the eagle'^s, Ps. 
ciu. 5. 

Fresh power and strength to renew what is 
decayed. When the soul languishes, and its 
desires are faint, here is a remedy, and here 
is strength. How I need it, God only knows. 
Phil iv. 13. 

III. Mary arose in those days, and went into the 
hUl-country with haste. S. Luke i. 39. 

This was immediately on the conception of 
our Lord. Whom the blessed Virgin con- 
ceived, Him we receive ; and with Him dwell- 
ing in us we may be girt up to active and 
difficult service apart from the world, in com- 
munion with those that are His. Ps, xviii. 
29. 

ZtxU 

TAey shall run and not be weary •, aiivA. iiXv«^ 
s^liwalk and not faint. 1%. x\. ^\. 



'I'liuHSDAY. First Wedi 

OTHER EFFECTS OF WORTHILY PARTAKINO. 

Read S. John vi. 27-57. 

I. Man did eat angelt* food. Pa, IxxviiL 2S, 

Not that the angels partake as we, though 
they too live on Him. But men beNSome as 
angels, freed from earthly, endaed with faaih 
vcnly desires. Is such the effect on my kwI? 
If not, why ? S. John vi. 32, 61. 

II. As many as received Ilim^ to them gave H% 
power to become the sons qf God. S. John L 12. 

To all that believe, and receive Him as 
their Saviour. Then surely no less to those 
who, believing, receive Him anew in His 
Sacrament. Am I then a son ? Is God my 
Father ? Is Christ my brother ? O mystery 
of love I Itom^^ viii. 17. 

III. He that eateth My fleshy and drinketh Mf 
blood, dvoelleth in Me^ and I in him. S. John yl 
56. 

Once more remember these blessed words. 
Not sonship only, but actual oneness with 
God. For this one thing is needful: that 
all that is of self should die, that God alone 
may live in me. Gal. ii. 20. 

{The) mysterjf . . . Christ in you, the hope qf 
glory. Col. i. 27. 




Read Job iiivi, 23, Blc 

I. Of Him, and Ihnvgh Him, and la Sim, an all 

IhiHgt, Koiii. li. 3S. 

Wbst«ver con be conceived of perfection, 
i:oo(lneSB, bolioess, beauty, — all U infiDttely 
present in God. And all things which have 
any i;ood in them are of Him. Thou alone 
art worthy of love and adoration, O Lord : 
we are nothing. P*. Ixziii. 25. 

II. (/»■) //itn are all Ihingi. lb. 

Not only in their actual existence, but oa 
examples of perfection for His creatures to 
follow. Man made after His image 1 What 
an example for me to follow I Do I compare 
myself with Him? What a miserable aight! 
(Eph.y.l.) Yet, in Christ, I am is Him. 

III. (_ln') mm are aB Ihingi. lb. 

Not only scattered about amon^ Hie crea- 
tures, but gathered in ODe in Him, in the unity 
of the Godhead ; one in purpose, in action, 
in perfection. Are my intentions, is my eye 
single ? What is the result I 8. MiUt. vi. 

Stxt. 

Be ye thertfore ptrfeet, even at your Piabet 

which Uinhmven is perfect, 8. Matt. t. W. 



Saturday. F^rat Week after TVint^. 

THE WISDOM AND OMNISCIENCE OP flOO. 

Read Job xUi. 1-6. 

I. All things are naked and opened tmio the efe» ^ 
Him. Hcb. iv. 13. 

He knows, He sees. He disposes all things. 
The knowledge of angels may be great, bat 
it is ignorance compared witii His ! Do I 
believe this, and adore Him? Yes, Lord; 
but how unworthily ! Job zxxiv. 21, &c. 

II. Neither is there any creature thai is not mem- 
fest in Ilis sight. lb. 

All past, present, future, — ^what I was, what 
I am; what I shall be, while yet I am not; 
all seen and foreseen, — my temptations, dan- 
jrers, trials, falls, recovery, help, every thing. 
Blessed be God, in this is my warnings my 
encouragement. Gen. xvi. 13. 

III. Thus will I magnify Myself ^ and eanot{f^ My- 
self. Ezek. xxxviii. 23. 

And He who hates vainglory and self- 
esteem will magnify Himself; for He only 
is all-wise. He only can contemplate Him- 
self all-perfect, all-sfood. Oh, that I also 
could contemplate Thee till I know and love 
Thee as I ought. Jer. li. 14, 19. 

€ext 

By Myself have I sworn, saith the Lerd» 
Gen. xxii. 16. 



dtuntt dunHa^ atttr Crintt^. 



Read 1 Chion. xiix. lO-lS. 

I. Uia pdwer tefia can undertlandi Job xxTJ. 14, 
For it is infinite— able to create and to de- 
stroy, to build up and cast down. Confide, 
then, in this witlj godly fear. It is even ourp, 
if w«, lowly in ourselves, live in Him througli 
whom we can do all things. Ft. \x. 11, 12. 

II. AU that u in the heaven arid in the earth it 
Thine. 1 Chron. ixix. 11. 

Sopreme, absolute, universal Owner of all 
things. Indeed, all things are of Him, made 
out of nothing, except it oe Himself. What- 
ever befalls me, either for seeming good or evil, 
let me acknowledge Him. 1 Sam. iii. 18. 
III. He U Lord ^aB. Acts x. 36. 

Not only by ownership, but by government. 
He made — He now preservep. He called into 
l)fing~He now directs. What power I have 
is for His use and for His glory. Bo I so use 
it, and conform to His wiU t 1 Chron. sziz. 
U, 10. 

Sfst 

To the only wite God our Saviour be glorr/ 
and mtyesfy, dominion and power, both now 
and ever. Amen. Jade 26. 

Foi ihnuBhli on ilu GoipelolthBto.iiWis-''^''- 



Monday. Second Wee 

THE HOUNE8S AND UNCHAN6BABLENE88 OF GOD. 

Read Pa. xcix. 

I. The Lord our God is holy. lb. 9. 

Think what the holiness of God i8,-^freedoi 
from every spot or stain — the fulness of lov« 
and joy, and peace. Oh, that I could imite^ 
His purity, loathe evil as He does, and li 
made meet to sing ** Holy, holy, holy t 
Hev. iv. 8. 

II. Righteous in all His ways, and holy in aO M 
works. Pa. cxlv. 17. 

So not only is God all holy within Himse! 
but outwardly in all His works. Obser 
them in themselves, how good ! observe the 
in their objects, how admirable! ' Oh, H 
my works were as Thine, without blemish, 
Lord ! Eph. v. 26, 27 ; 2 Pet. iii. 14. 

III. lam the Lord, I change not. MaL iii. 6. 

Notwithstanding His infinite power, 
ceaseless actings. His perfect freedom, ' 
changeth not. In creation, in destruction, 
the same ; tempted and provoked, yet w 
turbed. What ought I, His servant, to 
Ps. cvi. 8, 13, 44, 45, &c. 

Ztxt 
^s He which hath colled you w lu)\y 
^^ hofy in all manner of coTvoersatlofa. 
*/. IS. 



after Trinity. Tubsdat. 

THE LOVE OF GOD BOTH TOWARDS HIMSBLF 

AND US. 

Read 1 John iv. 7-21. 
I. God is love. lb. 16. 

And being in Himself all good. He loves 
Himself, the Spirit of God bemg love ; de- 
lights in His own works, and directs them to 
His own ^lory. So should His creatures do, 
not to their own but to His glory. Yet how 
often do I the contrary ! 8. John y. 41-44 ; 
yiii. 64. 

IL The Father Himself loveth you. S. John xvi 27. 

For the same reason, He hateth nothing 
that He hath made, denring to conform aU to 
His own image. We, though sinners, are loved 
of Him — laden with His benefits and grace. 
Do I use these for Him ? 1 These, ii. 11, 12. 

III. He hoik done whatsoever pleaseth Him. Ps. 
CSV. 3. 

And yet this is not from any necessity or 
obligation, but because it pleaseth Him. It 
is pTeasiire ever to give forth from Himself 
streams of love. Thee will I praise, Qod; 
to Thee wiU I give thanks ! P$. czv. 1. 

Stxt« 
-52f banner aver me was love. C«c^..*'^* ^' 
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Wednesday. Second Week 

THE GOODNESS, COMPASSION, AND JUSTICE OF GOD. 

Read Isaiah Ixiii. 

I. T?ie Lord is good to all. Ps. cxlv. 9. 

He has giyen us laws, yet according to our 
streDgth ; grace according to our need. He 
is not extreme or severe: He calls back the 
wandering, leads the blind, helps the weak. 
Blessed be God ! /«. zl. 11. 

II. His tender mercies are over all His works, Ih. 

Although He is all perfect in all ways, the 
compassion of God stands out shining beyond 
all His attributes. Seeing our misery. He 
supplies our wants, prevents, assists, rescues, 
warns, consoles. What do I not owe to Him ? 
Lam, iii. 32, 33. 

III. Thou tookest vengeance qf their invetUions. 
Ps. xcix. 8. 

For all He is so good, yet He loathes evil, 
and in His justice takes vengeance on the sins 
of men. Disease, famine, pestilence, death — 
these are the messengers of His wrath. If I 
suffer, let me abase myself; I deserve all, and 
. more ; yet Christ has borne aU for me. 1 Car. 
zi. 80-32 i S. Luke xxui. 41. 

Mercy and truth arc met togelKer \ -n^W 
eattsness and peace have kissed ecw*. ot>«t, 

Ps. Ixxxv, 10. 
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after Trinity. Thursday. 

THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD. 

Read Ps. xxiii. (S. Matt, yl 25, &c.). 

I. The Lord ie my Shepherd; I shall not want* 
lb. 1. 

Tliis is true of all of God's creatures ; He 
eares ^or each as if there were none other* 
He creates all things, and by these, under His 
proridence, all His purpose is effected. To 
Him most safely may I commit myself. Phil. 
iv. 6. 

II. Ye thought evil against me^ but God meant it 
unto good. Gen. 1. 20. 

Every trouble, trial, affliction, yea, even our 
worst enemies, come upon us through His pro- 
vidence. What comes upon me through others, 
I may always receive as from Him, and for 
my |;ood. Do I accept them cheerfully ? Ps, 
XXXI. 15 ; Rom. viii. 28. 

III. It is Thou, Lord, only that makest me dwell in 
sqfety. Ps. iv. 8. 

And therefore, whether by day or by night, 
in health or sickness, I may ** lay me down in 
peace, and take my rest." Is this my spirit — 
calm repose in Him ? 1 Pet. v. 7. 

ISText. 

He maketk Bis tun to rise on tKe evyOi aiv^ 
im the ffood, and sendeth rain on the ^ua*. 0.1^ 
/Aif utyust. S. Matt. V. 45. 

I 



Friday. Seeomd Wmk 

^■^^^» ■ — ^^^— ■ ^— ^ I . 

THE OMNIPES8EMCE OF GOD. 

Read Pi. czxzix. 

I. Can any hide Mmtelfm tecretpkieee, thai lekaU 
not tee him t Jer. xxiii. 24. 

Where is the place in which God is nott 
Where might we be hid from His all-seeiog 
eye ? But He is every where, and we alto- 
gether open to, and seen of Him. Do I live 
with this thought always before me? ^eft. 
iv. 13. 

II. Do not I fill heaven and earth ? taith the Lord^ 
lb. 

He is not only every where, but filling all 
things, by His very existence, by His pre- 
sence, by His power. There is ample matter 
for reverence, for fear, for consolation, for 
encouragement. Ps. zziii. 4. 

III. Not far from every one of%i». Acts xvii, 27. 

And not only around and about us, but 
within us also. There, except I drive Him 
forth, dwells the triune God. By His good- 
ness I exist ; by His wisdom I understand ; 
by His power I act. Oh, let me seek Him, 
let me keep Him there ! 8. John ziv. 17. 

Ztxt 

He JiUeth aU in aU, A very present he^ 
in trouble, Eph. i. 23; Ps. xlvi. 1. 
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after Triwtty. Saturday. 

JE8US BAPTISED BY JOHN. 

Read S. Matt. iii. (S. Mark i., S. Luke iii.). 

I. Then eometh JestUy S[c, unto John, to be baptised 

qfhim, lb. 13. 

He first took on Him the nature of sinfal 
man ; now the form of a penitent, willing to 
be accounted yile. But John knew and con- 
fessed Him as God, abasing himself — the 
sure fruit of the knowledge of God. 1 Pet. 
V. 6. 

II. Suffer it to be so now, for thus it becometh us to 
fulfil all Hghteottsness. lb. 15. 

Yet John must follow his vocation. Christ 
leads the way to humble obedience ; His ser- 
vant must follow. In humility and obedience 
is the path to all true holiness. Is this my 
path? Heb,x,7, 

III. Zo, the heavens were opened; and He saw the 
Spirit cf God descending^ i[c, ; andlo, a voiee^ S^e, 
'* This is My beloved Son,'' lb. 16, 17. 

Open to the lowly are the gates of heaven. 
On these, the gentle and meek, rests the Spirit, 
as a dove. These are the children of God, 
heirs and joint-heirs with Christ. Would I 
have the spirit of adoption ? Yea, Lord. — Then 
learn of Me. Ps. cxxxviii. 6. 

€txt 

Submitting yourselves one to anoth^ vx tK& 
/ear of the Lord, Eph. v . SIV . 
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C|)trtf duntfas after Cnnit]^* 



CHRIST LED INTO THE DESERT TO BE TEMFTEO. 

Read S. Matt. iv. 1 (S. Maik i.). 

I. Then wot Jestu led up qfihe SpirU into the wil' 
derness. lb. 1. 

Even by the Spirit of God. When tempta- 
tions arise, where is safety ? Among men in 
public resorts ? No ; but in silencey in secrecy, 
where God only is. S. Mark vi. 30-82. 

II. And He was there in the teUdemeufori^ ^09h 
tempted of Satan. S. Mark i. 13. 

To be tempted {S, Matt.). For all that hap- 
pens to the people of God comes fi'om Him, 
IS permitted of Him. Jesus was an hungered. 
So Satan watches for my hours of weaSness. 
In such hours I need but watch the more. 
1 Pet. V. 8. 

III. If Thou art the Son qf God. lb. 3. 

By presumption of God's favour, by undue 
conndence, by an appeal to our adoption in 
God, by seemingly good ways, he would 
overthrow me. How did Christ answer ? ** It 
is written." My strength must be in the know^ 
ledge of His word, and in a willing obedience 
to it, through the power of Christ. JBpA. vi. 

17. 

€txt 

Take unto you the whole armour of Ood^ 
that ye may ht able to imthAtanA m iK* ««U. 
da^. JEph. vi. 13 . . 

"^ FOT thought, on tbT^i^^ ot v^v^ ^1. '"-^ "^^^^ 



Third Week after Trinity. Monday. 

HIS THREE TEMPTATIONS AND VICTORY. 

Read^. Matt. iv. 1-11. 

I. Command tJutt these stones be made hread, lb. 3. 

The tempter would have Christ minister to 
his hodily appetites in an irregular way, not 
trusting to God. He put aside the temptation, 
not parleying with it, satisfied to do without 
what God had not supplied. '* Man shall not 
live by bread alone, but by every word which 
proceedeth out of the mouth of 6od." Dewt» 
viii. 3 ; Heb, ii. 18 ; iv. 16. 

II. Cast Thyself doum^ for it is written, ^c. lb. 6. 

Now he misuses the word of God, hoping to 
lead Christ to presumptuous ostentation by the 
semblance of glorifying God. All is not holy 
which appears so. I must try its objects, in- 
tentions, circumstances, for ^* Thou shalt not 
tempt the Lord thy God." Deut. vi. 16. 

III. AH these things will I give Thee, (f, ^e, lb. 9. 

If what? If thou wilt disobey, dishonour, 
deny God. Such is the condition of all Satan's 
promises. And what will he not give for the 
ruin of a soul? To such temptations the 
answer must be resolute, '' Get thee hence.'^ 
''Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and 
Him only shalt thou serve." Beut, vi. 13. 

®ext. 

Jiesisi the devil, and he ddUX fUe jrcna-ftw 
S, James iV. 7. 
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r Trinity. Wednesday. 

ANOTHER TESTIMONY TO CHRIST. 

Read S. John i. 29-34. 

I. The neat day John seeth Jesus coming unto him^ 
and aailh. lb. 29. 

John was both a prophet and an apostle. 
Like all the prophets, he spake of Jesus. Like 
a true apostle^ he lost no opportunity of prac- 
tising Him. Do I lose no occasion of bearing 
witness for my Master? Acts z. 43. 

II. Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world, lb. 

This is the real end of the Gospel. Remis- 
sion of sins. Christ the atonement, the true 
sacrifice, the Lamb. Do I think of Him, 
meek and lowly, bound for me? Do I look 
on Him with hope, and gratitude, and love ? 
Do I speak of Him to others ? Jer, ix. 23, 4. 

III. / saWf and bare record, that this is the Son of 
God. lb. 34. 

He added that he knew Him not, that is, 
at first. But he saw Him, and believed on 
Him. Now he bears record of Him. Have 
I found Him my Saviour and my God ? Do 
I glorify Him ? How do I deal with His chil- 
dren, and those over me, see their virtues, not 
their failings ? Do I acknowledge them, and 
abase myself? 1 Thesa, v. 12, 13. 

Behold the Lamb o/ God. 'S.* ^^Josvx.s» 



Thursday. TTUrd Week 

THE THIRD TESTIMONY OF JOHN» AND THE KFFECI 
ON HIS DISCIFLE8. 

Read S. John i. 35-39. 

I. T7te next dap, John looking upon Jetus, smtk. 
Behold the Lamb of God. lb. 85, 36. 

Again John seized an opportunity of wit- 
nessing to Jesus. '^ Two disciples heard him 
speak, and they followed Jesus." God sives 
opportunities ; it is our duty to use them. 
He touches the heart ; it is ours to ^ve our- 
selves to Him, and be thankful. Who made 
me to differ? S, John yi. 44. 

II. What seek yel Where dwelleet thou J Come 
and see. lb. 38-9. 

What are we really seeking? Happy in- 
deed if I can answer, <' Jesus.'' If in truth 
and earnest we desire to abide there where He 
dwells, surely He will give us now to see Him 
by faith ; hereafter " come, ye blessed," to see 
Him in His glory. But is this my one de- 
sire ? Ps. xxvii. 8. 

III. They came and saw where He dwelt, and abode 
with Him that day, lb. 39. 

How sincerely they desired to see Him is 
plain. They followed, and saw, and abode 
with Him. Let me try and imagine how they 
spent that holy day. As for me, am I not 
wearied with one short hour? 8. Matt, xxvi, 
40. 

ZtxX, 

Let him thai heareth eay^ Come / and let hxm 
that is athirst come. Rev. xxii. 17. 

^4 



after Trinity, Friday. 

PETBB BROUGHT TO CHRIST. PHILIP CALLED. 

Read S. John i. 40-44. 

I. {^And/rew) taith unto him^ We have found the 
Messias. lb. 41. 

Here is the fruit of the knowledge of Christ. 
Joy in ourselves ; zeal for the souls of others. 
Blessed indeed if I have found Him myself. 
Blessed if I speak of Him to others^ in whom 
I have all. Acts iv. 13. 

II. And he brought him to Jesus . . . Thou shalt be 
called Cephas, lb. 42. 

Not content with speaking only, He per- 
suaded and brought him. How willingly Peter 
went with him! And Jesus looked on him, 
and touched his heart. Oh, that look, may it 
rest on me! But remember the word Ce- 
phas — a stone, solid, firm, constant. S, Mark 
z. 21 ; 5. Luke zzii. 61. 

III. Jesus . . findeth Philip, and saith unto him : 
Follow Me, lb. 43. 

He went towards Galilee, the rudest, most 
ignoble part of Judea. Amongst the humble 
Christ seeks His disciples. And what is their 
Tocation ? " Follow Me \" Such also is mine. 
Do I walk in it, and glory in it ? S, James 
iv. 6. 

Ztxt 

We cannot btU speak the things which wt 
have seen and heard. Acta W . ^. 
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Saturday. 7%M Week ufUr IHiitf. 

NATHANAEL LEO TO CHBI8T BY VHILIP. 

Read S. John L 45-61. 



L PhUip findeth NaOymad^ and tmiOk «•* Am, 
We fuwe found Him^ jv. lb. 45. 

He loves God most traly who labonn that 
others should love Him also. Nathanael ftr 
awhile doubted. Why? Becaase of the poTertj 
of Nazareth. Do others see no loyelinets in 
Jesus ? Bid them '< come and see.'' 8, Jelm 
iv. 28, 29. 

[I. Behold an Israelite indeed^ jfo. lb. 47. 

Yet Christ mightjustly be offended by Na- 
thanaers doubts. But He loved his sincerity. 
Would we follow the example of Christ? Put 
a good meaning on the words of others. How 
do I act? Is not this for my own peace? 
1 Cor, xiii. 5. 

III. Rabbiy Thou art the Son ofChd: Thou art Ae 
King of Israel, lb. 49. 

A blessed confession. Rabbi, master. The 
Son of God, brother of the brethren, the King 
of Israel, and Lord of all. Do I walk eare* 
fully as in His sight, who saw Nathanael under 
the fig-tree ; who seeth me ? (Prov, zv. 11.) 
Blessed fruits of a brother's zeal ! 

Thetf that turn many to righteousness (shall 
Mne) CLS the stars for ever and ever» Dan. 

^£36 



JfowcH^ Bnntiap after Ctintt^. 

THE MARRIAGE IN CAMA OF GALILEE. 

Read S. John ii. 1-11. 

!• The Mother qf Jesus was there : And both Jesui 
was called, and His disciples, lb. 1, 2. 

" They have no wine." Who ? Jesos, His 
mother. His disciples. At least, then, learn 
contentedness, simplicity, sobriety. Love to 
be there where He and His saints are with 
thee. Am I impatient and anxious ? Remem- 
ber His words, " Mine hoar is not jet come." 
Times are His, not ours. Ps. xxxi, 15 ; Acts 
i. 7. 

II. Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it, lb. 5. 
Such is an example of submission under a 

seeming rebuke ; a spirit of obedience, and 
faithful confiding in His intended kindness. 
My works can contribute nothing. Yet is my 
desire and duty, O Lord, to know and to do 
ThywiU. fif. J»fa«. vi. 24-27. 

III. Fill the waterpots with water, lb. 7* 

He had a bounteous gift in store, but He 
would have them labour first* His ways are 
not as ours. We seek temporal enjoyments 
now, false and fleeting. He stores up for those 
who love Him future eternal bliss, and I have 
to choose. Eccles, xii. 3, &c. 

He (JiUeth) the hungry with good things, 
S. Luke i. 53. 

For thoii£rht9 on the Gospel of the dsf, «ne "g.^^. 
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Monday. Fourth Wm 

THE BUYERS AND SILI^RB CAST FORTH FROM 
THE TEMPLE. 

Read S. John iL 13-25. 

I. He found in the temple those that eoidoxefi, ami 
theep, and dove*. lb. 14. 

Under the pretence of serying Him they 
served themselves. His house is the houae of 
prayer. Do we carry our worldly- busincM 
there ? We are as they. Moreover, we our- 
selves are His temple (1 Cor, iii. 17). Is 
that temple filled with His presence, or with 
earthly cares and sensual desires ? 

II. He drove them all out qfthe temple, lb. 15. 
Here at the beginning of His ministry, and 

a^n at the close (S, matt, zxi. ; S, Mark 
XI, ; S. Lukexix,), He cleansed the house of 
God of these evils. And now by trials and 
reproofs He chastises His people. Have I so 
received and acknowledged Him ? 1 Pet, y. d. 

III. Make not My Father''* house an hou*e qfmer- 
chandise, lb. 16. 

^< Take these things hence." Such also is 
our Lord's warning to every one of us. Take 
hence evil psissions, vanities, lusts, afiectiona^ 
aU diat can offend Him and defile ouraelyes. 
Have I attended to His yoice 7 Beware. 
1 Sam, ii. 30, &c. 

Sext 

He that being often reproved, hardeneth his 
neck, shall suddenly be destroyed^ and that 
without remedy. Pro-? . xml. \. 



after Trinity. Tuesday. 

THE CONVERSATION OF CHBIST WITH NICODEMUS. 

Read S. John iii. 1-15. 

I. A ruler of the Jews: The same came to Jesue 

by night, lb. 1, 2. 

He came acknowledging the zeal, the power, 
and the authority of Christ. He came secretly 
and in fear. This was excusable in one who 
did not fully know Christ, who was as yet 
learning Him. Would it be excusable in me. 
His avowed disciple ? 2 Kings v. 18^ 19 ; 
1 Sam, ii. 30. 

II. We know that Thou art a teacher come from 
God, lb. 

This much Christ's works proved Him to 
be. Do not I accept Him as my teacher? 
Does His teaching advance and profit me ? or 
is it choked by earthly thoughts and desires ? 
S, Mark iv. 18, 19. 

III. Verily^ verily, I say unto thee, lb. 3. 
What does our Lord teach ? The new birth, 

baptism of water and the Spirit, and a teach- 
able mind. His own incarnation, ** He gave 
His only-begotten Son." His passion : " So 
must the Son of nian be lifted up.'' Here are 
the motives of our love and our discipleship. 
Thus moved, Nicodemus acknowledged Christ. 
Help me. Lord, to do so likewise. Ps. Ixxxiv. 
7 ; S, John xix. 39. 

WTiosoever shall not receive the kingdom of 
God as a little child shall in no wise enter 
therein, S. Luke xviii. 17. 
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Wkdnebdat. Fourth Week 

THB DOCTRINE OF THE TBINITY TAUGHT TO HIM. 

Read S. John iii. 16-21. 

I. God 80 loved the worlds that He gave Hie enl^ 
begotten Son, lb. 16. 

Here Christ teaches him the Person of the 
Father, and His love to us. Him should we 
adore ; Him acknowledge ; to Him give 
thanks ; to Him offer all we have. Unworthy 
though I am, He is my Father. le. Iziii. 16. 

II. Light is come into the world, lb. 19. 

Here He teaches the Person of the Son, 
Himself, the true Light. The Sun of right- 
eousness; whom only ought I to love, my 
Sayiour. Yet who loves the Lieht? Who 
walks in it? Does the world? Do I? S, 
John i. 9, 11. 

III. That which is bom of the Spirit is spirU, lb. 

6. 

Here He teaches the Person of the Hdy 
Ghost, the Spirit of God, the Sanctifier. H!e 
speaks by the Word, by ilispiration. How 
few know whence He comes or whither He 
goes. Teach me, Lord, to know Thee, Thy 
beginnings. Thy ends in me. Ps, czliii. 10, 11. 

Z>txU 
Ye are the children of Ught-, •uoaXk q& tWi^ 
dren of light, 1 1\vefta.^.?>%^^?^-^-^- 
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c^ier Trimiy. Tbuesoat. 

8. JOHN BAFTXflT'S FOURTH TESTIMONY. 

Read S. John iii. 22-36. 

I. Behold . • ali'men come to Hinu lb. 26. 

Even the self'-denying disciples of John were 
open to unholy tempers. Envious of Christ, 
and preferring John to Him. It is unsafe to 
love any thing, except in and for God. They 
were led to speak untruly. Am I hetrayed 
into such faults ? 1 Cor. xiii. 4. 

II. The friend of the Bridegrwm . . rejoiceth greatly ^ 
because cfihe Bridegroom^s voice. lb. 2d. 

He knew in whom he believed, and loved his 
Lord. Neither jealousy nor envy moved him. 
It is not easy to rejoice in the exaltation of 
another; hut it is the part of a Christian to 
do 80 ; and grace may effect it in me. JProv. 
xvii. 17. 

III. He must increcue, but I must decreeue. lb. 
SO. 

All was summed up in this. And in this are 
the two great principles on which I ought to 
act. Glorify God — abase tiiyself. ELave I 
learnt this? Then should I strive to act so, 
even by my fellow-creatures. Phil. ii. 3. 

Or one member he honouredy aH tlvc mcwJher* 
r^oure toith it. 1 Cor. xii. ^6. 

a4i ^ 



Fbidat. Fowrth Week 



8. JOHN BAPTIST IMPRISONED. 

Read S. Mark vi. 14-20(S. Matt. xiv.). 

I. Herod himself had sent forth and laid hold upon 
John, and bound him in prison, lb. 17> 

John, who just bore witness to Christy now 
has to suffer for faithfulness. Is he an^ry, mar- 
muring, discontented ? This is not the temper 
of those who follow Christ. Have I to suner 
also? God's choicest servants have suffered 
before. 2 Cor. iv. 8, 9. 

II. For John had said unto Herod: It is fiot lau^/ul 
for thee to have thy brother^s wife. lb. 18. 

Here is the cause. Herod had obeyed his 
own lusts. John had, in zeal for the honour 
of God, reproved the evil doer. Happy for 
me if my worst trisds were my reward for 
serving Thee, O God. Mzek, ii. 6-8. 

III. Herod feared John, lb. 20. 

For he was a just man, and holy. Herod 
knew this, heard him often, heard him gladly, 
was persuaded to many things, but could not 
conquer his lusts ; and was tempted to please 
the partner of his guilt rather than serve Gt)d. 
What a lesson! I, too, must choose. Acts 
iv. 19. 

We ougJU to obey God ratVer i\Mwt m«v, 

^cta V. 29 

^4^ 



after Trinity. Saturday. 

CHRIST AND THE WOMAN OF SAMARIA. 

l^ad S. John iv. 1-14. 

I. Jesus, being wearied with His journey, sat thus 

on the well. lb. 6. 

Jesus wearied ! Think of this when in toil, 
and be content. But in His fatigue He thought 
of one poor soul, and she was a sinner. He 
waited for her. How long has He not waited 
for me ! Is. xxar. 18. 

II. There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw 
water. lb. 7. 

Happy those who are found in the discharge 
of their daily duties when the hour of grace is 
at hand. Carelessness in these is a bad pre- 
paration. Industry and diligence have their 
reward. Have I reaped it? Prov. xiii. 4, 

III. Jesus saith unto her. Give Me to drink. Then 
saith the woman, ^c. How is it! ^c. lb. 7, 9. 

How little He asks ! a cup of cold water. 
How rudely she met His request ! Type of all 
who hear His voice, asking for their service, 
and yet render it not. Yet all He asks is for 
my good. He asks little ; He gives much. 
S. Matt, xxiii. 37 ; xxv. 21. 

Z>txX. 

2 am sought of them that asked uot fort TiS.^- 
J am /bund of them, that sought Mettot, v 
Jxv. J. 
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;irtftl^ dunliap after Crtm^* 

CONVERTSD, AND BRINGS OTHERS TO CHRIST. 

Read S. John i?. 10-34. 

I. If thou knewest the gift of God^ and who it it, 

. . thou wouldest have euked of Him. lb. 10. 

But she knew not, nor can any till they are 
taught of God. In His presence alone, aud in 
the knowledge of Him, is peace. In Christ 
alone are the well-springs of living waters. 
Do I seek them ? Do I mid them there? Ps» 
xvi. 11. 

II. Give me this water ^ that I thirst not, lb. 15. 
Here is the effect of converse with Christ. 

He shewed her the sins of her life; she 
acknowledged Him, left her earthly cares^ 
sought living waters for herself, sought to 
bring others to Him ijb, !28). Is my joy in 
Him, and my zeal for Him, such as hers? 
Rev, xxii. 17. 

III. My meat is to do the will of Him thai sent Me^ 
and to finish His work, lb. 34. 

His disciples thought that He needed food. 
Here was His food, the saving of a soul, His 
Father's will. Am I, too, as food to thee, 
O Lord ? Oh, that the doing Thy will also 
were mine ! Job zxiii. 12. 

Ztxi, 
The Lamb which is in the midst of the throne 
sAaii/eed them, and zhaJX lead tfiem unto living 
ybuntaim of waters, "Ba^ . Vv^'^*^' 



For thoughts on the Gospe\ ol 0:ie ^^^ . %^^ \>. "^^^ 



Fifth Week after Trinity, Monday. 

CHRIST HEALS THE NOBLEMAN*B SON. 

Read S. John iv. 46-54. 

I. When he {whose son was sick, ib. 46) heard that 
Jestu wot come, jfo. he went unto Him, Ib. 47. 

We run readily enough to Christ when sor- 
row is upon us. Therefore God sends it, and 
we should readily bear it. If we go to Him 
in bodily ailments, how much more in those 
of the soul! Do not delay when temptation 
begins, lest sin and death follow. Hos. y. 16. 

II. Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not be" 
Keve. lb. 48. 

For he had asked Christ to come to the 
place, which was needless, and shewed want 
of perfect faith. Yet when blamed, he per- 
severed in prayer, received Christ's promise, 
and believed. "Thy son liveth." Lord, say 
to me, "Son, thy soul shall live." P*. 
zxxv. 3. 

III. Jlimself believed and his whole house, Ib. 63. 

They met him and told of his son's health, 
and he believed. He told of Jesus's word, and 
they believed also. Such as my inner man, 
my soul, and heart is, such will my outer 
man by grace become. If the one is with 
Christ, the other will be gained for Him. 1 
Sam, zii. 24. 

Sext 
Chmff ufUo Me, all ye thai IcibouT ojtvd «w«^ 
-&»^ Inden. S. Matt, xu ^ft. 
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Tuesday. Mfih Week 

PETER FISHING AT THE LAKE OF GENNE8ARET. 

Read S. Luke v. 1-11. 

I. The people pressed upon Him to hear the word 
qfGod. lb. 1. 

Would that we were so affected now-a-days! 
Christ entered into Simon's ship. Happy to 
receive his Lord ! But he had to thrust out 
from the land, before Christ sat down to teach. 
So need I go forth from the world ere He rests 
within me. 1 John ii. 15. 

II. He said unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, 
and let down pour nets, lb. 4. 

Christ would lead him to further obedience. 
They who had toiled all night (as we in this 
weary world), and taken nothing (what have 
I rained in it 1), might well trust themselves 
to labour for Him who is sure to recompense. 
Eccles, ii. 22, 23. 

III. They inclosed a great multitttde qf fishes, 
lb. 6. 

And they received the reward of their fidth 
and obedience. Who ever wrought in the 
name of the Lord, and obeying Him, and 
failed ? Trust all to Him who cares for thee, 
my soul. Ps. xxxvii, 25. 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness^ and all these things shaU he 
added unto you. S. Matt. Vv. ^^. 
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after Trinity, Wkdnesday 

THE CALL OP PETER AND ANDREW, JAMES AND 

JOHN. 

Read S. Matt It. 18-23 (S. Maxk i.). 

I. Folhw Me, and J will make you fishers of men 
lb. 19. 

He called brothers — types of Christian bro- 
therhood and love — simple poor men — figare< 
of Christian humility — from toiling after un. 
certain possessions on earth, to walk aftei 
Him, and keep Him before their eyes, anc 
win souls for Him. In all an ensample foi 
us. S, John zii. 26. 

II. They straightway left their nets and followec 
Him. lb. 20. 

The nets of this world to me are, too mud 
intercourse with the world, needless entang- 
ling with its employments, evil affections with- 
in. Oh, that I had a ready will to leave these 
and follow Jesus ! S, Mark x. 28. 

III. And He saw other two . . and He called them . 
and (they) followed Him, lb. 21, 22. 

These also were earning their livelihood, yei 
they left all. Even a still brighter patten 
than the former. To these no promise of t 
calling was given. These had to leave not netf 
only, but a father. Yet they trusted Christ 
and obeyed. Have I the least portion of sucl 
a spirit ? Heb. xi, 8. 

Sext. 
Whose fcdthfoUoiv, considering the end oj 
• their conversation : Jesus Christ the same ^es,' 
terday, and to-day^ and for wzt. "^^.^ 
7, 8. 247 



Thursday. Fifth Week 

THE POSSESSED OF THE DEVIL HEALED OF AN 
UNCLEAN SPIRIT. 

Read S. Mark i. 25-28 (S. Luke !▼.). 

I. TJtere was in their synagoffue a man with an un- 
clean spirit. lb. 23. 

What a misery ! Yet they who are so pos- 
sessed in soul care little about it. '^ Let as 
alone ;" *' What have we to do with thee V* 
These are sure si^ns of the evil one, hafared 
of the presence of God, and continuance in 
sin. Do I love, and seek, and preserve that 
presence ? S. Matt, viii. 29-34. 

II. / knme Thee wfio thou art — the Holy One of 
God. lb. 24. 

Why say so ? Was it to appease or to 
tempt our Lord ? Such confessions, such 
praise, pleased not the Holy One, and He bid 
the evil spirit hold his peace, and come out 
Is my praise, are my prayers, meet for His 
acceptance? Ps. 1. 16 ; cxiz. 171. 

III. And when the unclean spirit had torn him . . . 
he came out of him, lb. 26. 

With one word of Jesus' he went forth ; in 
mercy He did not leave them alone. Is it 
not our own fault if unclean, unholy thoughts 
are not cast forth ? Jesus is ready. Am not IT 
I may be rent in the struggle ; hut I will trust 
in God, and He will overcome for me. 1 8, 
Pet iV. 12, 13. 

J^e cast out the spirUs uoUh. HU xaoTd.. ^ 

Matt. viii. 16. 
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after Trinity, Feiday. 

SIMON'S WIFE'S MOTHER HEALED. 

Read S. Luke iv. 38, 39 (S. Matt, viii., Mark i.). 

I. Sinion'*8 wife* 8 mother was taken with a great 
fever. lb. 38. 

So Christ found her. How has He found 
me ? The fever of the soul is avarice, lust, 
ambition, passion. Do any of these hold me ? 
Acknowledge thy disease, and open the door 
to Jesus. 18, i. 6. 

II. He came and took her by the handf S[c. and im- 
mediately the fever left her, S. Mark L 31. 

All is hopeless,. except God extend the hand 
of His mercy and lift us up. How often has 
He held out His hand, and I took it not ! Do 
I love my disease and cling to it ? Help me, 
O Lord, lest I sicken unto death. Jer, li. 9. 

III. She arose mid ministered unto them, Yer. 39. 

When healing is from God, it is indeed ef- 
fectual. Too often it is partial. We wish to 
be cured by a miracle, and take no pains 
ourselves. But He would have us arise, give 
thanks, and serve Him. Whom do I really 
serve? myself or my Lord? Ps. li. 12, 13. 

Cext. 

fFAm thou art ctrnv^it^.^ 8tT€?n9llx.«a ^"^ 
brethren. S. Luke xxii. a^. 
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Saturday. Fifth Week after Trimiy 



HOW RIGHTLY TO FOLLOW CHRIST. 

Head S. Luke ix. 57-62 (S. Matt. viii.). 

I. Lord, I will follow Thee whithersoever Thou 
ffoest. lb. 57. 

A very good resolution, had he counted the 
cost. He who knew all things knew the mo- 
tive, and warned him that he was to follow 
One who had not where to lay His head. Do 
I think of this ? 2 Cor. viii. 9. 

II. Lord, suffer me first to go and bury myfaiher, 
lb. 59. 

This disciple had heen hidden to follow 
Christ. Even natural ties must be laid aside 
when God speaks ; the world must take care 
of itself, the dead bury their dead. His will 
is the only true standard. So must J follow 
Him. S. Matt, x. 87. 

III. Let me first go bid them farewell^ whioh are 
at home at my house. lb. 61. 

This one, like the first, offered to follow 
Christ ; but his heart still lingered in his for- 
mer home. They who would follow Christ 
must look forward, not backward. Have home 
affections had too much weight with me? 
Phil iii. 14. 

ZtxU 

Many are called^ but few chosen. Hemem^ 
her Lot* 8 wife. S. Matt. zx. 16 ; S« Luke 
:vu. 82. 
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t]rti) duntKap atitx Crtntt^. 



THE STOBM AT SEA CALMED. 

Read S. Matt. viii. 23-27. 

I. ffis disciples followed Him, And behold, there 
arose a great tempest, lb. 23, 24. 

" But He was asleep," in body, not in spirit. 
(Ps, cxxi. 4.) Tranquil in the midst of trouble, 
they followed Him into danger. Where Christ 
is;, there may be both trial and temptation. 
Yet faint not, for He is with thee. o. Matt. 
XX. 22, 23 ; S. James i. 12. 

II. Lord, save us, we perish, lb. 25. 

Were they wrong in running to Him who 
alone could save? Not in this; but they 
wanted faith in His power, sleeping and wak- 
ing, to preserve. And they were fearful. In 
every trial give me confidence and an undis- 
turbed mind, O Lord. Is. xli. 10. 

III. He arose and rebuked the winds and the sea, 
and there was a great calm, lb. 26. 

First, the cause of the waves, then the 
waves themselves. Is my soul in a tumult? 
Ask where is the cause ? Root out this. How 
-often has God rebuked my passions! Oh, for 
that perfect calm which He aJone can make ! 
P8. Ixv. 7. 

ZexU 

The Lord shall give strength unto His people: 
the Lord shall give His people the blessing of 
peace. Ps. xxix. 10. 

For thoughts on the Gospel fot \.\i« ^v^ ^ \«,^ '^,*£V^. 



Wednesday. Sixth Wee^ 



THE SICK OF THE PALSY BBOUGHT TO CHRIST. 

Bead S. Mark ii. 1-12 (S. Matt iz., S. Luke y.). 

I. One sick of the palsy — borne effour, lb. 3. 
His miserable state is a figure of such as 

have neither strength nor resolution to walk 
or act for the glory of God. Would sueh a 
one be healed ? These four : the knowledge of 
thy misery and of the goodness of God, faith 
in Him, and loye of Him, will bear thee to 
Him. 5. Matt. xi. 28. 

II. Thep could not find by what way they might 
bring him in, S. Luke v. 19. 

For the crowd prevented them. In the 
world is but little compassion ; still they per- 
severed, doing what they could. Do I do all 
I can for myself ?--for God ? Delay not to 
the morrow what can be done to-day. 8, 
Mark ziv. 8. 

III. They uncovered the roof where He toat, and 
. . . they let down the bed, S. Mark ii 4. 

Think of the charity of these men^ and of 
the master of the house, and imitate it. 
Think of the earnest boldness and importu- 
nity of one who knew his sickness, and desired 
health. Is my desire of holiness genuine? 
Act on it S, Lahje xviii. 7. 

Men ought always to pray, and tiot to f awl 
S. Luke xviU. 1. 
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after Trinity. TuBSDi 

THE 6ER6E8ENE8 BEO CHRIST TO DEPART. 

/2^a(/ S. Mark v. 14-19. 

[. {I%ey) see him that was possessed . . sitting^ an 
dothedy and in his right mind. lb. 16. 

Sitting at the feet of his Redeemer in hu- 
milityy dothed with grace and the righteous- 
Mss of Christ Come to himself, the eyil one 
BMt out. Type of all penitents who, like 
MUu*y , sit at the feet of Jesus. There, Lord, 
nay I be also. S, Luke x. 39. 

[I. And they began to pray Him to depart out of 
their coasts. lb. 17. 

Rather lose the presence of Jesus, than the 
rofits of an evil calling. The sure consc- 
ience of an earthly mind is a dread of His 

"esence. Have I ever indulged in sin, until 

at presence was painfiil? Lord^ pardon 

?. Job xxi, 14 ; Ps, xxii. 11. 

. ffe that had been possessed with the devil prayed 
Him that he might be with Him. lb. 18. 

nd he was accepted, but not exactly as he 

d. He was made a preacher (ver. 19, 20) 

le love of Jesus even to those who had 

dd Him to depart. His was the fruit of 

. Be mine, like his, the desire to dwell 

Christ. To live, to die in Him. P$, 

16 ; Ixxiii. 26. 

? me noty neither fw^a^ me^ O OoO.«>^ 
ifio?t, Ps. xxv\\.9>. 
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Sixth Week 



THE LEGION CAST OUT. 

i S. Hatt viiL 28-34 (S. Mark v., Luke viiL). 

here met Him twoposseesed leith devib. IK 28. 

I the tombs, on the mountains, naked, 
e, untameable. Such is the treatment of I ^ 
by the evil one; and too many love it; i 

ting the bands of the holy law, rending 
robe of grace, unconverted. Pa, iL 1-3. 

When he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and war- 
hipped Him. S. Mark v. 6. 

e, whom we fear not to sin against, was 
ed even of these evil ones. (Jos, ii. 19.) 
it need of watching against those who im- 
e permission to destroy us: and, if one 
B in, room may be made for many. S, 
't, zii. 45. 

If Thou cast us ouU suffer us to go away into 
\e herd oj swine. lb. 31. 

ley really have no power, except God 
ait (Job 1. 9-12.) None over me, unlesis I 
I my heart to them, and close it to Gk>d. 
swine were destroyed by their MaJ^er* 
:he sake of this poor soul. All temponi 
sssions are worthless in respect of it. Sm 
•A viii. 37. 

?ater is he that U in you, tlum V^ t\uA V» 
world. IS. 3o\itvW. A.. 
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after Trinity. Thursday. 

THE SICK OF THE PALSY HEALED. 

Read S. Matt. ix. 1-8. 

I. Son, be of good cheer, thy sins be forgiven thee* 
lb. 2. 

What words of love, enough to soften a 
heart of stone ! And he bad not asked so 
much. Now he was taught the cause of dis- 
ease — sin. This must first be cured. Have I 
learnt this? To root out the cause? S, John 
V. 14. 

II Certain of the Scribes said, within themselves^ 
This Man blasphemeth. lb. 3. 

There are never wanting such as pervert the 
acts of mercy of others. Do I indulge such a 
temper? Hear our Lord ; "Why reason ye 
those things in your hearts V He sees mine, 
as he saw theirs. Heb, iv. 13. 

III. (He saith) to the sick of the palsy: Arise, take 
up thy bed, and go unto thine house. lb. 6. 
Now he is healed. Learn of him three 
things needful for all who would not relapse 
into the diseases of sin. Arise, in tbe strength 
of Christ, by unceasing resolution. Take away 
the bed of sloth and evil desire. Hetreat into 
thine own heart, God's temple; examine it. 
Abide quietly. Ps, iv. 4. 

Sext« 

Ifim that comeih to Me, 1 wJX w ■«» v^*^ 
east out. S. John y\. ^7 . 
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Friday. Sixth Wmk 

THE DI8CTPLE8 PLUCK THE EARS OF CORN. 

Read S. Matt. xii. 1-8 (S. Maik iu, S. Luke tI). 

I. His disciples were an hungered^ and beaan t9 
pluck the ears of eom^ atid to eat, ^e, lb. 

For their Master and they fared but hardly, 
and no one provided for them. Hin presence 
was their meat ; the Father's will His. How 
should not this make me give up all anzioos 
care for the body, and make Him my daily 
food ! S. Matt. vi. 34 ; viii. 20. 

II. Thy disciples do that which is not lawfui to ds 
upon the Sabbathrday, lb. 2. 

Such was the malice of the Pharisees, ever 
looking out for cause of blame, and cloaking 
it under a pretext of zeal for God. Did they 
break no laws of God ? How few of thoee 
who blame others see or know their own faults I 
Do I ? S, Matt. vii. 1-6. 

III. But He said unto them, Have ye not rmd 
what David didi lb. 3. 

They left their cause in their Master *s hands, 
their and my Advocate. He defended them. 
He will defend me too when I suffer injury. 
Only I must be silent, not give railing finr 
railing, but cast myself on Him. JRom. zii. 
19. 

ZtxX, 

Casting aJl your care upon Him } for He 
carethfor you. 1 Pet. v. 7. 
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after Trinily. 



Read S. Hatt. ix. 9-13 (S. Haik ii., EL Luke t.). 

I. Ife laa a man named Malthea tUtinff at thert- 
eeipt qf custom. lb. 9. 

Happy are they on whom God looks, that 
they may look on Him. Here oar Lord bids 
one sitting in the midst of earthly gain follow 
Him ; and {S. Luke) <he leit all, rose np, and 
followed' Christ. Hast Thou looked on me, 
O God ? Have I seen T Do I leave aU dse 
to follow Thoe T S. John i. 48. 

II. Leti made him a gnalfiatt ia hit cvn kotue, 
S. Luke T. 2». 

Gratitude, joy, zeal for the souls of otbera, 
gave this iuvitatioit. Humility, and love of 
sinners, accepted it. Christ might Himself 
appear vile among sinners; but He heeded it 
not, if He might win them. Have I any 
such love for others? 1 Cor. ix. 16-22. 

III. Whji eateth gouT Master with ptdiUctBU and 
linnertl 8. Hatt. ix. 11. 

Where should I have been, if my Lord de- 
spised such? Praise Him, my soul, who 
feeds with sinners, and bids them feed on 
Him. Do I marmnr at others, or interpret 
what they do unkindly T Here should be my 
vraming. Som. ziv. 4. 
S»t. 

AfriendofpvbUcatwandtiTmeri. S. Hatt. 



THE ISSUE OF BLOOD HEALED. 

Read S. Mark v. 24-34 (S. Matt, ix., S. Luke yiii.). 

I. A certain woman which . . had tpeni ail thai 
she had, and was nothing bettered, lb. 25, 26. 

How they value health who have lost it! 
What pains, what sacrifices to recover it! 
But the health of the soul, of how much more 
value is it ! Do I care so much for it ? Do 
I labour and expend all upon it; or is it 
whole ? 5. Matt. zvi. 26. 

II. When she had heard of Jesus, eame in the press 
behind, and touched His garment, lb. 27. 

So sure was she of the virtue that was in 
Jesus. May not I too approach Him in prayer, 
in His sacrament, the more eagerly for the 
crowd of evil that would keep me from Him ? 
Who toucheth Me ? It is I, O Lord, sick and 
sad, Thou knowest. S. Mark ii. 17. 

III. She came trembling . . and declared unto 
Him before all the people for what cause she 
had touched Him, S. Luke viii. 47. 

This was what our Lord desired — an open 
confession for her own sake and for the in- 
struction of others. Fearful of unworthiness, 
willingness for shame, truthful in her acknow- 
ledgments, and full of faith, she is welcomed 
in her humility as a ^' daughter.'' A blessed 
example to me. Ps, xxxii. 5. 

Thy faith hath made thee whole, S. Matt 
ix. 22. 

For thought! on the Go&pe\ foi \\v«> ^v| , «Rfe ^.^li^. 



Seventh Week after Trinity, Monday. 

THE DAUGHTER OF JAIRUS RAISED. 

Read S. Matt. iz. 18-26 (S. Mark v., Luke viii.). 

I. Mp daughter is even now dead, but come, ^c, 
and she shall live, lb. 18. 

High and low, young and old, rich and 
poor, one with another. This day may be my 
last. Rather should we die, than live to sin. 
If, unhappily, we fall, we should at once run 
in penitence to God, who alone can give lite, 
pardon, and peace. To defer this is to run 
again into sin. Pa, xxxix. 4 ; xc. 12. 

II. And when Jesus came • . He said unto them 
{the minstrels, i^-)* ^i^e place, lb. 23, 24. 

All that is of this world must give way, if 
Jesus is to come in. She is not dead, but 
sleepeth. Type of those happy souls who are 
deaa only. to the world, but alive to God, and 
rest in Him. Have I banished the evil one 
and all his ? S. Matt. iv. 10. 

III. (He) took her by the hand and called, saying. 
Maid, arise,. S. Luke viii. 54. 

The hand of God alone can raise the fallen. 
Do I know mine infirmity? do I fall under 
it? Lay hold of His strength; He bids thee 
arise. Why do I not yield myself to His will ? 
I am His. Exod, x, 8 ; Horn. xiv. 8. 

He bringeth law, and lifteth up. 1 Sara, 
ii. 7. 
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TuRSDAY. Seventh Week 

TWO BLIND MEN RECEIVB THEIR SIGHT. 

Read S. Matt ix. 27-31. 

I. Thou San qfDavid^ have mercy on us. lb. 27. 

Their blindness was only of the bodjr ; for 
they had faith in Christ, and hoped in His 
mercy. There is a blindness of soul, (is it 
mine '/), clouded by evil affections, neither 
seeing the way of truth nor receiving the 
blessed doctrines of Jesus. 1 Cor. iL 14 ; Rett. 
iii. 17. 

II. Believe ye that I am able to do this ? lb. 28. 
All along the journey our Lord answered 

them not ; still they followed, persevering in 
their prayer. Now He questions them, not 
for His own sake, but for theirs. Follow Him, 
though He give not instant consolation. Con* 
fess His power ; wait for His mercy. S. Mark 
ix. 24. 

III. According to yourfaUh^ he it unto you. lb. 29. 
Is this the measure of God's gilts? Not 

always, thanks to His mercy. Yet it may 
account for my lacking much which He wants 
to give (S. Mark iv. 25). He healed thenHy 
and bid them tell no man. Is Christ willing 
to be unknown, and do I seek the praised 
men? 

All things whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer ^ 
beUevingy ye ska I receive. ^. VL«.U. icid. W. 



after Trinity, Wbdnesdat. 

THE DUMB DEVIL CAST OUT. 

Read S. Matt ix. 32-38 ; S. Luke xi. 14-26. 

I. They brought to Him^ S^o, And when the devil 
wat east out^ the dumb spake, lb. 32, 33. 

Observe the charity of those virho brought 
the sick for cure, and the lovingkindness of 
Christ. Bless Him ; imitate them. But I 
may be dumb also, in the mention of God, 
from worldliness ; in the praise of God, from 
fear of man ; or in communion veith God, from 
an earthly mind. S, John iz. 40, 41. 

II. The multitudes marvelled, saying. It was never 
so seen in Israel, lb. 33. 

The poor and simple receive the mercies of 
God, and are thankful for them. But the 
Pharisees said, ** He casteth out devils through 
the prince of the devils," They through envy 
blaspheme— a warning to all veho impute evil 
to others. Is. liii. 3. 

III. Jesus went about all the cities and villages 
teaching . . preaching , , and healing, lb. 35. 

Thus Jesus repaid their evil with good. So 
has He dealt with us sinners; so with me. 
And ought not I to follow His example ? Do 
I ? If nrom love of God I serve others, their 
evil return must not restrain me ; I work not 
for them, but for Him. Heb, vi. 10. 

Sext 
TTiey rewarded me evil for good,to IHa ^«oX 
discomfort of my soul. Pa. xxx^ . Vi.% 
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Thursday. * Sjeventh Week 

THE IMPOTENT MAN AT THE POOL OF BETHE8DA. 

Read S. John v. 1-6. 

I. A great multitude qf impotent folk, qfblind^ haitf 
withered, lb. 3. 

Am I in this multitude ? There are those 
blind in spiritual things ; men halting between 
God and the world ; hearts dry in devotion, 
and withered away through sin. Have I even 
their anxiety to be healed ? 1 Kings xviii. 21. 

II. Whosoever then first after the troubling qfthe 
water stepped in^ was made whole, lb. 4. 

Here is a lesson of earnestness and diligence. 
Not the most sickly, not the longest afflicted 
was healed, but the first and most eager for 
cure. And if they for the body, how much 
more I for the soul ! Prov, xii. 24 ; xiii. 4. 

III. A certain man was there which had an infit' 
mity thirty and eight years, lb. 5. 

Our Lord saw him, pitied him, and proved 
him. "Wilt thou be made whole ?'^ This 
is, thanks to God, the p*eat question of the 
Gospel. Wilt thou? What, then, are my 
desires ? Do I cleave to sin, or do I hunger 
and thirst after righteousness? S. John v. 40 ; 
2 Cor, viii. 12. 

Whosoever loiUy let him take the water of 
fifejreehf. Rev. xxii. n % 
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after Trinity. Friday. 

CHAI8T HEALS THE IMPOTENT MAN. 

Read S. John y. 6-15. 

\m Sir^ I have no man^ when the toeUer is troubled^ 
to put me into the pool, lb. 7. 

Did he mean to blame the want of charity 
of others, or simply expose his own helpless- 
ness ? Let not others say it of me. Nor can 
I say it truly. If I have no other, I have 
Jesus ever ready, and the fountain of His 
blood always open. Heb. iv. 14 ; vii. 26. 

II. Jesus saith unto him^ Rise^ take up thy hed^ 
and walk, lb. 8< 

Three lessons against spiritual sloth. Arise 
at once, and act on conviction ; do not wait 
as if God would compel. Take away, renounce 
evil passions and lusts. Strive to walk In new- 
ness of life, goinff from strength to strength in 
the power of God. Eph, v. 14. 

III. Sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto 
thee, lb. 14. 

Here is the command of God, and the fear 
of future judgment. Besides these motives 
are those of gratitude and love. ''Behold, 
thou art made whole." Do each of these 
weigh with me ? and which most 1 2 Pet, ii. 
21 ; jRom, vi. 1. 

Goy and sin no mare, S. 3o\iWN\\\.\\. 
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Saturday. Seventh Week after Trtnity, 

THE OCCURRENCES AFTER THE MIRACLE. 

Read S. John y. 16-47. 

I. Thereifore did the Jews persecute Jesus . . be- 
cause He had done these things on the Stibbath, 
lb. 16. 

Covering their malice under the garb of re- 
ligion. So it must be with the faithful, to 
bear persecution. Would that I could say 
with my Lord, "My Father worketh," and 
" I work :** He in me, I in Him. How little 
is it 80 ! 1 ^. John iii. 21. 

II. The more . . because He . . said also thai God 
was His Father. lb. 18. 

Happy would it be with me were I hated, 
because God is my Father, and I His dutiful 
child; because He dwells in me, and I love 
Him. Far am I from this. How would it 
lessen my trials were it so ! S, John xv. 18. 

III. The same works that I do bear witness af Afe. 
lb. 36. 

The witness of a good man is worth much. 
Such was the witness of John. But that of a 
good conscience, and a life full of fruits of the 
spirit, is the best. Such was the life of Chrnt. 
Such, by grace, should be mine, if I would 
glorify God now, and rejoice hereafter. 8, 
Matt, V. 16. 

If ye he repTOCuchedfor the name of Christy 
^ppy are ye. 1 S. Pet. vj . \^» 



ttig^^ i^untta^ sfttr Crint^. 



Ssad S. MML lii. S-2\ (S. Mark iiL, S. Luke ri.). 
I. Behold there u><u a 'man vthieh had hit hand 
teiAered. lb. 10. 

And they asked, " Is it lawful," kc. T What, 
withthig poor sufferer present doubt the dutj 
of mercy I Christ, the true wigdom, escaped 
their snore. Follow Him. Fear not man. 
Do what is right. Leave the issue to God. 
AcU iv. 19. 

IL -And He tiath unlo the man ahich had tht 
aithered hand, SUmd forth. S. Mark iii. 3. 
Hoping by the sight of him to move their 
pity, but in vain. These nho would save 
their own ass or ox would not have this suf. 
lerer relieved. Am I free from such evil 
thoughts? With Christ, to neglect doing good 
is one with doing evil. 5. Matt. xu. 30; 

III. Snd(He mat) grieBid far the hardneat qf their 
hearU. lb. 6. 

Tbey were not turned by His mercy nor 
His power. They acknowledged not Him nor 
their neighbour, but still resisted Him. Well 
might He be grieved with them. May He 
not too oiten with me '. Eph. iv. 80-33. 
Ztxt. 

At vie kcav thertfore opportunUy, Ut vido 
good unto all men. Gal. vi. 10. 



Monday. Eighth Week 

THE TWELVE APOSTLES CHOSEN. 

Read S. Luke vi. 12-16 (& Matt, x., S. Mark iiL). 

I. He went out into a fnountain to pray, lb. 12. 

While the Jews were plotting His destruc- 
tion, He was planning their salvation, aud 
teaching us to retreat m>m the world and its 
cares from time to time, to mingle contem- 
plation with active duties. Do I follow His 
example ? Ps, cix. 4 ; S. Matt, vi. 6, 

II. And continued all night in prayer, lb. 

He was about to enter on a most important 
work ; therefore He prayed the more ear- 
nestly. Would I do well and wisely that 
which I do ? it must be by communion with 
God. S, Jas, i. 5. 

III. And when it was day He called unto Him His 
disciples, and of them He chose twelve, lb. 13. 

All the calls of God are of His own free 
will and His own gracious choice; not our 
worthiness. What is my vocation? Is it 
of God ? If it is, can I fall in or from it ? 
Judas was of the twelve ! Then beware. 1 
Cor, ix. 27. 

ZtxU 

Far the perfectm^ of the saitUs^ybr the work 
qftke ministry, for the cdlfywg oJtVBod>j 
of Christ. Eph. iv. 1^. 



after Trinity, Tuesday. 

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT. 
THE FIRST BEATITUDE. 

Reads, Matt. t. 1-12 (S. Luke vi.). 

J. And when He weu set His disciples came unto 
Him, lb. 1. 

''And He opened His mouth and taught 
them," as He teaches all who come to Him, 
by indwelling, by inspiration, by guidance. 
Only, my soul, come to Him, attend to His 
words, and act upon them. Is, Iv. 8. 

II. Blessed are the poor in spirit, lb. 3. 

Who renounce earth and earthly things, 
desiring lowlily to follow the lowly Jesus. 
This is a different judgment from that of the 
world. Does min^ agree with it ? There is 
a warning. Do I attend to it ? S, LvJte vi. 
24. 

III. For theirs is the kingdom qf heaven, lb. 
And this is the encouragement. It is theirs 

now — for having and desiring nothing but 
Christ, it is within them (S, Luke xvii. 21), 
— and they have it hereafter {Heb. xiu 28). 
Are these my hopes ? 

Hath not God chosen iliA poor m tW* 'uaatVA.^ 
n'eA in faith, and heirs of tlic lungAcria, >»A^w 
J^e hath promised to them tKat Vwe HVw. 
Jas. iL 5, 
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Wednesday. Eighth Week 

SECOND AND THIRD BEATITUDES. 

Read S. Matt ib. (ib.) ; Ps. cxzzi. 

I. Blessed are they thai numnu Ib. 4. 

Id coDtrition, for their owd sIds ; in com- 
passion, for those of others ; in love, for the 
dishonour of God ; in faith and hope, for their 
present banishment from their Father's home. 
Do I mourn for these, or from the desire of 
earthly things? Ps, cxxvi. 6, 7. 

II. For they shall be con^forted, Ib. 

Here, by the consolation of the Spirit, by 

Eardon, by assurance ; and, imlike those who 
lugh now with the world (am I one?) ^S. 
Liike vi. 25), hereafter by eternal consolation 
and joy. Rev. vii. 14-17. 

III. Blessed are the meek, Ib. 5. 

Those who by grace restrain all wrath and 
anger, who suner patiently, who are gentle 
with the froward, who follow Christ. Am 
I such ? S. Matt, xi. *29. 

For they shaU inherit the earth. Ib. 

Now their own souls in peace and patience, 
and all the gifts of God with contentment ; 
hereafter the land of the blessed. Is that my 
home ? Prov. xv. 33. 

Znt 

He will beautify the meek with tuUvation. 
Ps. cxUx. 4. 



after Trinity. Thursday. 



FOURTH AND FIFTH BEATITUDES. 

Read S. Matt. ib. (ib.) ; Ps. xliL 

I. Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst, Ib. 6. 

Not after the broken cisterns of this world's 
pleasure, but '' after righteousness ;" first, the 
righteousness of Christ ; then by His grace the 
power to obey and do His Father's will in all 
things. But how far am I from this ? Jer. 
ii. 13. 

II. For they shall be filled, Ib. 

Even in this life ; for they trust God for all 
they need, and whatever they do is to His 

flory. And oh, how surely in the next with 
lis presence and glory ! See ; is this my lot ? 
Ps. xvii. 16; 1 Cor, x. 31. 

III. Blessed are the merciful. Ib. 7* 

Who to all God's creatures extend, accord- 
ing to their opportunity, mercies, spiritual 
and temporal, in love, and for Christ's sake. 
For they shall obtain mercy, Ib. 

In this life pardon and grace. In the next 
coniplete acceptance and glory. Oh, the mercy 
of God to me ! What a model for mine to 
others I Ps, ciii. 4. 

ZtxU 

Be ye therefore merciful^ as yowr Father 
also is mercifuL S. Luke vi. 36. 
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Friday. Eighth Week 

SIXTH AND SEVENTH BEATITUDES. 

Read S. Matt. ib. (ib.) ; Ps. xy. xxIt. 

I. Bletsed are the pure in heart* lb. 8. 

They who, notwithstanding their Imperfec- 
tions, are in a state of grace, renouncing evil, 
with ])uriiied affections, loving God, striving 
to live for Him and in Him. Is my heart in 
such a state ? Z». vi. 5 ; 1 John iii. 8. 

II. For they shall see God, Ib. 

Now they have His presence, for He dwells 
in them, they see Him by faith, by contem- 

flation, by love. Hereafter, when others (am 
one?) (Eph, v. 5) shall be banished from 
Him, they shall " see Him as He is." 1 John 
iii. 2 ; 1 Cor, xiii. 12. 

III. Blessed are the peacemakers. Ib. 9* 

Who seek peace within, by subduing their 
passions; without, by charity, and promot- 
ing love and peace among others. 

For they shall be called the children of God. 

Would I be really one of His children ? I 
must seek this grace of true charity — love to 
God ; love to man. Is such my character 7 
I Cor. xiv. 33 ; Ps. cxxxiii. 

The wisdom thai is from above is first pure, 
t^en peaceable. S. Jas. iii. 17. 



after Trinity^ Saturday. 

EIGHTH BEATITUDE. 

Read S. Matt y. 10-12 ; S. Luke yi. 22. 

I. Blessed are they which are perseciUed for righte- 
ousness* sake* lb. 10. 

Not for their sins ; these brin? with them 
their own consequences. But aU are blessed 
who follow Christ, and they who would do so 
must expect to suffer with Him. Am I pre- 
pared for this, or do I shrink from it and 
evade it ? 2 Tim. iii. 12 ; 1 Pet. iii. 14, &c. 

II. For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. lb. 

Begun in this life in righteousness, joy, 
peace (Rom. xW. 17); consummated in the 
next, where there is no more sorrow nor trial, 
but rest to the weary, and the world, the 
flesh, and the devil are no more. Job iii. 17. 

III. Blessed are ye when men shaU revile you (hate 
you, separate you, S. Luke), ^c, for My sake. lb. 

This is not the blessing of the world, which 
brings with it no good (S. Luke vi. 26), but 
of (fod ; whose blessing alone maketh rich 
(Prov. X. 6, 22). Yet, do I love the praises of 
men ? or seek only that which is of God ? I 
must choose ! 

ZtxU 

Fear none of those things which thou shdlt 
suffer. Be thou faithful. Rev. ii. "10» 
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fiinif^ dtttiTla^ after Crin{^* 



CHARACTERISTICS OF CHRISTIAN MEN. 

Read S, Matt. \. 13-16. 

I. Ye are the salt of the earth. lb. 13. 

Before any true fruit is borne there must be 
a purging, cleansing, and refining of the soil. 
Such should Christians be in the midst of the 
world. Such a work should Christianity be- 
gin in my heart. Mai, iii. 3. 

II. Ye are the light afthe world, lb. 14. 

The next step, both for our own hearts and 
for the sake of others, is enlightening — the 
graces of the Holy Spirit, the ornament of 
Christian virtues and a Christian example. 
The light He gives to us we must reflect. 
Phil, ii. 15, 16. 

III. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid, lb. 
A city ! this is the idea of something com- 
plete in its government, officers, laws. Such, 
once more, should Christians be in their own 
hearts, and amon^ each other; but all in 
Christ, their Captain, their King. Is my suf- 
ficiency in Him ? Are we one in Him ? JEph. 
ii.l9. 

CText. 

They that be wise shall sJdne as the bright' 
ness of the firmamenty and they that turn 
many to righteousness as the stars for ever and 
ever, Dan. xii. 3. 

For ilioufhts on the Gospel foi the day^ see p. 872. 



Ninth Week after Trinity. Monday. 

A GOOD EXAMPLE TO SE SET FOR THE GLORY OF 

GOD. 

Read S. Matt. v. ib. 

L Let your light so shine before men^ that they map 
see your good works, lb. 16. 

All that we do cannot be hid ; all ought not 
to be known. Whatever must be known, let 
that be really — not only seemingly — for good 
and for the glory of God. What is my con- 
versation, &c., especially where I can influence 
others? Rom, xv. 2. 

II. And glorify your FatJier^ which is in heaven, 
lb. 

Here is the rule by which every intention 
of our heart is to be guided and tried. Do I 
leave things undone w^hich would bring glory 
to God ? Do I consider first the opinions of 
men? Or do I try to lead others, by my 
conduct, to serve Him? 1 Pet, ii. 12. 

III. Do not your alms before men to be seen qf 
them, Ib. vi. 1. 

We are not to seek our own glory, even in 
good works : the glory belongs to God. He 
who seeks it for himself robs God. Without 
His grace we can neither will nor do any good 
thing. Do I acknowle^e this as well in deed 
as in word ? Phil, ii. 13. 

Ztxt 

Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto 
Thy name give glory, P«.. c^n . \% 



Tuesday. Ninth WMs 

THE LETTER OF THE LAW. 

Read S. Matt. v. 17-21 (S. Luke xvi). 

I. / am not come to destroy {the lato\ but to fulfil, 

lb. 17. 

For, except in Christ, it could not be ful- 
filled. He alone could complete it and give it 
inward life. And, by His grace, it is even 
made easier for us to obey. S. John vi. 63. 

II. One tittle shall in no taise pass from the law 
Hll all be fulfiUed, lb. 1 8. 

In Him was fulfilled, to the very letter, 
whatsoever either the law or the prophets 
spake; for nothing that comes of God can 
fail. It is enjoined also on us. But can I, or 
do I, fulfil it ? Alas ! no. Acts xiii. 22. 

III. Whosoever therefore shall break one qf these 
least commandments^ and shall teach men so^ he 
shall be called, ^c, lb. 19. 

His own example is the rule for His people; 
what He fulfilled they may not break. And 
all are bound together ; the breaking of one 
is the breaking of aU, and the despising small 
rules leads to a fall " by little and litue'* — it 
may be to the loss of heaven. S, Jcu, ii. 10. 

The law is holy, and the commandment liofyf 
and just, and good, Rom, vii. 12. 
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after Trinity. Wednesday. 

TH£ SPIfilT OF THE LAW. 

Read lb. 21-29 and 31-42. 

I. Except your righteousness shall exceed the right- 
eousness of the scribes and Pharisees. lb. 20. 

Of them, the letter of the law ; of us, the 
spirit is required. Of tbem, ceremonial obe- 
dience ; of us, that of the heart. We have all 
in Christ, and grace through His Spirit. The 
higher our profession, the more practically 
ought we to excel. S. Luke xii. 47. 

II. Ye have heard that it was saidy ^c But I sag 
unto goUf ^c. lb. 21, 27, ^c. 

Compare the old with the new covenant. 
For that, grosser sins were forbidden, things 
external appointed, a temporal reward pro- 
mised. Ours re&rards sins of the heart, the 
very inmost soul, and an eternal kingdom. 
Does my life shew that I know this? 2 Car. 
iu. 8-10. 

III. Be ye then^fore perfect, even as your Father 
which is in heaven is perfect, lb. 48. 

How can we follow such a rule ? Who can 
be perfect in any thing? how much less, as 
God, in all? By one only way can we hope 
to approach it — by love. Seek, then, to love 
Him iuUy ; seek to know fully His love. In 
this is perfect happiness. Eph, iv. 1, &c. 12, 13. 

Unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall 
be much required, S. Luke is^. ^. 
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TmiBSDAT. iVm/A Week 

BEMOVAL OF THINGS THAT OFFEND. 

Read S. Matt v. 29-39 (S. Mark ix.). 

I. ^ thy right eye offend thee^ pluck it out and cast 

it from thee. lb. 29. 

In ourselves, the right eye is all that we see 
and delight in, all earthly things ; in others, 
those who guide us, or are elders, superiors^ 
&C. Do I cut myself off from all pleasuree, 
and separate myself from all influence th^t 
leads me from God ? Job xxxu. 9. 

II. If thy right hand offend thee^ cut it off and coat 
it from thee. lb. 30. 

In ourselves, this is all that we strive after 
and do in life; in others, our relations, friends, 
equals, who work in common with us. Are 
my objects and pursuits — are my friends and 
acquaintance — is our conversation — for Grod? 
8. Jas. iv. 4. 

III. If thy foot offend thee, cut U off. S. Mark. ix. 
45. 

In ourselves, it may be our path in life, oar 
footsteps, our example; in others, those be- 
neath us or influenced by us. Is my path that 
of the just? Is my example and instruction 
good for odiers? Is their dependence on me 
good for my soul ? If not, all must be cat 
off. Ezek. xzziii. 6. 

9ext 
He who loveth father or mother more than 
Me (his own Ufa also. S. Luke xiv.) .w not 
toarthy of Me. S. Matt. x. %1 • 
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lUad S. Matt. T. 3e-4& 
L / toy unto you, Lovt your tnetnitt. lb. 44. 

" I" — He who Bret loved ua when we were 
enemies, and reconciled di to Ood by His 
death. Have I any enemy? He ia Goil'i 
creatare, my brother by redemption- Vo I 
loTe and Ibi^ve him 1 — it is for my good and 
the glory of Ood. 1 Jobtiv.SU; Amn.v.IO. 
IL Do ffood £o them that halt yoa; and pray Jbr 
them Khich desjaitifully use you. lb. 

Have 1 charity towards bim in mj heartT 
Then are my actions consistent with it? Do 
I blew him with my mouth, pray for him, 
and serve him ? How do I speak of Him ? 
Wliat did Christ for Hb murderers I 1 Cor. 
iv. 12; AcU\\i.&i. 



Such is the gain of those who follow Christ. 
Peacemaker indeed ! To be like Him is to be 
His child. How has He not provided for 
me a sinner 1 How luu he not forborne with 
me ! Let me go end do likewise. S. Matt. 
xviii. 33. 

ZtsL 

Looe leorkttk no iU to hit tuighbour. (Anil 
viho amy neighhoitrt) 'ftaia. XKi. V^. 



Saturday. Ninth Week after Trinity. 

THE RIGHT DISPOSITION FOR PRAYER. — THE LOaO*8 
PRAYER (first PETITION). 

ReiMd S. Matt vi. 1-15 (S. Luke zi.). 

I. Enter into thy closet^ and when thou hatt thui 

thy door J pray^ S[c lb. 6. 

For in the recess of the heart, apart from 
the bustle of the world and self, alone is com- 
munion with God. Even Christ sought it 
there. Is prayer unprofitable with me ? Do 
I accustom myself then (and at other times) 
to shut out all else? S. Matt, xiv. 23. 

II. Our FATHER* WHICH ART IN HEAVEN. Ih. 9. 

We must begin by the thought whom we 
address — " Our Father !" words full of reve- 
rence, dutifulness, confidence, affection, which 
alone " art" — how great Thy majesty I — ** in 
heaven." Not in earth must my hopes be, 
that my prayers may reach thither. Do I 
strive after and act under such affections? 
Mai, i. 6 ; Eph. iv. 6. 

III. Hallowed be thy name. lb. 

Thyself acknowledged — Thy holiness es- 
teemed — Thy goodness loved — Thy justice 
feared — ^Thy power submitted to — Do I make 
this a chief object of my prayers, and the end 
of my actions ? P», cl. 

ZtxX, 
Because ye are sons, God hath sent forth 
the Spirit of His S<m into your hearts^ crying^ 
Abha. Faiher. Gal, vv. ft. 



Ccntl^ duntia|) after Cttntti). 



THE lord's prayer (2d AND 3D PETITIONS). 

Read lb. and Ps. cxiv. 

L TllT KINGDOM COME. lb. 10. 

And be set up witbin my beart (S. Luke 
xvii. 21), and among all tbe nations of the 
eartb (Ps, xxii. 28). And again, Hasten, O 
Lord, the day of thy coming, and of our eter- 
nal joy. But can I, do I, thus sincerely pray ? 

II. Thy will be done. lb. 

What more fitting ! yet how difficult to pray 
this in earnest! His will ought to be ours, 
and the law of our own. Do I even obey His 
plain commands ? Alas, then, how far short 
IS this of seeking to know and do His whole 
wiU ! 2 Sam. xv. 15. 

III. In earth as it is in heaven. lb. 
Should the obedience of children (1 Pet ii. 

16) be less than that of servants? Yet the 
an&:els are servants ; we, in Christ are child- 
ren. Oh, that I had their pure love, their 
ready will to serve Him. Ps. ciii. 21. 

That thy power, thv glory t and mightiness 
<7jf thy kingdom, might be nnown unto men. 
Ps. cxlv. 12. 

' For thoughts on the Gospel for the day^ see y^«^%^V2^. 
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Monday. Tenth Week 



THE LORD'S PRAYER (4TH AND 5TH PETITIONS). 

Read lb. and Ps. ciii. 1-14. 

I. Give us this day our daily bread. lb. IL 

A spirit of dependence and contentment— 
the supply of necessaries, not for luxuries — 
daily food as well for soul as for body ; these 
are what I oueht to desire and ask. Do I ask 
for less ? Do 1 crave after more ? 1 Tim. yi. 
8 ; «S. Matt. iv. 4. 

II. And forgive us our debts. lb. 12. 

Do I think I have none ? God forbid. I 
owe Him all, from whom I have received all : 
life, talents, grace. These I owe to His j^ood- 
ness. But there is another debt, which Christ 
alone can pay. The penalty of my sins. I 
confess them ; I trust in Thee ; but, ** Sin m 
more V S, John viii. 11. 

III. As WE FORGIVE OUR DEBTORS. lb. 

This condition Christ Himself has made. D# 
I Mfil it to others as He has fulfilled it to me ? 
Is my pardon ready, full, free, as often as 
asked ? Learn from thine own hardness His 
mercy. Eph, iv. 26. 

€txt» 

Forgiving one another^ even om God for 
Christ's sane hath forgiven you, Eph. iv. 92. 



after Trinity. Tuesday. 

THE lord's prayer (6TH AND 7tH PETITIONS). 

Read lb. and Ps. cxxi. 

I. And lead us. lb. 13. 

Are our sins washed away as we ask? The 
next, desire to sin no more. Bat I am in the 
midst of enemies and dangers. Do I know 
them ? I cannot stand alone. Do I ask for 
help, and undoubtingly, and intending to use 
it ? 8, Matt, xiii. 12. 

II. Not into temptation. lb. 

Not altogether, that we may not be tried ; 
but not overcome. Temptations bring with 
them humility, patience, trust in Qod, Do I 
ask Him, <' Lead me not," and yet go into 
temptation. This is mockery. Do I avoid 
that against which I pray? S. Jos. i. 13, 14. 

III. But deliver us from evil. lb. 

Every evil both of body and soul ; but we 
must also resist ourselves. Do I frustrate my 
prayer by clinging to the evil, by slothfulness, 
by a wavering mind (S, J as, i. 6-7). Help me 
yet, O Lord, once more. 1 Tet. v. 8, 9. 

CText 

God isfaithftd, who tnH not suffer you to be 
tempted above that ye are able. 1 Cor. x. 13. 
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Wednesday. Tenth Week 

OUB TREASURE IN HEAVEN, NOT ON EARTH. 

Aea</S.Matt.vi. 19-21. 

I. Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, 
lb. 19. 

In short, love not the world, its desires, 
pleasures, honours ; sickness and surel;^ deatli 
will put an end to all. Then whose will tbej 
be? Not mine! unless in their evil cons^ 
quences. Leave, then, the love of things 
present. 1 John ii. 15 ; S. Luhe xii. 20. 

II. But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
lb. 20. 

For this is the home and patrimony of the 
Christian. What I would find there of present 
things I must send hence before me, by deny- 
ing myself and glorifying God in them, and 
that ungrudgingly. S. Luhe xvi. 9; Re9. 
xiv. 13. 

III. Where your treasure u, there will your heart 
be also* lb. 21. 

So ever it has been with men. Am I trea- 
suring, then, for earth, where Satan reigns 
awhile ; or for heaven, where Christ, the true, 
treasure, is? Oh, let not my heart cleare to 
earth, but to thee, my Lord and my God! 
/*. Iv. 2 ; Ps. cxix. 25. 

Ztxt 
They desire a better country, that is, an 
Jieavenly ; wherefore Ood is not ashamed to be 
called their GodL H.eb. x\. 16. 

^1 



after Trinity. Thursday. 

THE SINGLE EYE. 

Head S. Matt. vi. 22, 23 (S. Luke xL). 

I. J%e light of the body is the eye. lb. 

So with the soul ; our spiritual sight, and 
all the ways through which truth or error may 
come in, these are its eyes. These should we 
use as such; in ourselyes, faith, understand- 
ing, intentions ; or in others, friends, teachers, 
guides, &c.* S. John ix. 41. 

II. If therefore thine eye he tingle, thy whole body 
shaU be full of light. lb. 

These* all need be simple — single ; not im- 
bued with ialse, fleshly, and worldly princi- 
ples. Thus only can I see what is and what is 
not pleasing to God, what tends to His glory. 
So shall my path be brighter and brighter. 
Prov. iv. 18. 

III. Bitt if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall 
be full qf darkness, lb. 23. 

But if my faith is dim, my intentions selfish 
and impure, my understanding ^ided by the 
world, my friends, advisers, and companions 
ungodly, then must I get further and further 
from God, into ignorance of Him and His 
ways. Lord, preserve me ! <$. Jas, i. 8. 

€txt. 

He that . . shutteth his eyes from seeing evil, 
Jie shall dwelt on high. Is. xxxiii. 15^ 16 « 

28^ 



Fbidat. TeBik Wttk 

WE CANNOT SERVE TWO MA0TER8. 

Read S. Matt vi. 24 (S. Luke xti.). 

I. No man can serve two masters. lb. 24. 

Bat we have two who claim us : God, whose 
we are ; the enemy, who desires to have ns ; 
the world, the flesh, the devil. Which do I 
choose? I cannot follow both. How often 
have I been tempted to try this ! Ps, cxvL 14. 

II. He will hate the one, and love the other, lb. 

This must be, for they enjoin things oppo- 
site. Holiness^ which God delights in, and 
Satan hates ; lust, and all evil hateful to God, 
in which the evil one glories ; and I have fixed 
my affections with one I Which? P#. zcviL 
10. 

III. Or else he will hold to the one and despise the 
other, lb. 

Each have a law ; by one or the odier we 
must be guided. We may cleave to God^ and 
despise all earthly things, or we may neglect 
Him and cling to the world. 1 Kings rviiL 
21. In my weakness of purpose, in my infir- 
mity, in my heavy struggles; bjr thy good 
Spirit help me, O Lord ! JRom, vii. 15, £cu 

€txU 

As for me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord. Josh, xxlv. 15. 



after TVinity, Satotiday. 

TAKE NO THOUGHT FOB THE MORROW. 

Read S. Matt. vi. 25-34. 

I. Tc^e no thoughifor your Itfe. lb. 25. 

Be not over careM about bodily wants ; it 
18 useless to be so. It implies want of trust in 
God. It leads to less care for the soul. Which 
is most precious? Which have I most sought 
to provide for ? S, Mark viii. 86 ; 1 Cor. vii. 
32. 

II. Your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have 
need qfall these things, lb. 32. 

The care of tliese things should be left to 
Him who made and careth for us. His know- 
ledge is a parent's knowledge. The heathen 
are anxious about such things, for they neither 
know nor trust Him. Am I any better? 1 
Pet. V. 7. 

III. Seek ye first the kingdom qf God and His 
righteousness. lb. 33. 

His glory, our blessedness; His gift, our 
example. We must strive to follow one, that 
we attain the other. But if I value worthless 
things more than these, how can I expect His 
grace ? Yet, Lord, this do I desire. Help me. 
Phil iii. 9-14. 

ZtxX. 
One thing is needful. S. Luke x. 42. 

2^ 



CbbentI) jl^ttntrau after Crihtt;* 



RASH JUDGMENT TO BE AVOIDED. 

Read S. Matt. vii. 1-6 (S. Luke y!.). 

I. Judge not, that ye be not judged, lb. 1. 

God has made us brethreoy not judges. 
Christ alone is Judge of all. We may not 
intrude on His office. Justice reouires us 
not to prejudge. Charity bids us nope the 
best. Whom do I judge f others or myself? 
S. John V. 22. 

II. With what judgment ye judge, ye shall be 
judged, lb. 2. 

If justice and charity persuade not, fear 
may well do so. Can I abide the judgment 
of God ? yet I must stand before Him (Rom, 
xiv. 10, 12). If I am no further excused than 
I have excused others, where shall I be ? 

III. First cast out the beam out qf thine own eye. 
lb. 5. 

Here is the real cure: — learn thine own 
faults first; then amend them. After that, 
God may enable thee to see and correct with 
charity the lesser faults of others. Till then 
I am inexcusable, if I judge them. Rom. ii. 11. 

WJio art thou that judgest another ? S. 
James iv. 12. 

For thoughts on ihe Gos^veV to\ >.\v% ^a:? , %wt ^.^1^, 



Eleventh Week after Trinity. Monday. 

PROMISES TO THOSE WHO PRAY. 

Read S. Matt, vii 7-12 (S. Luke xi., S. John xir.). 

I. Ask, and it shaU be given ycu, lb. 7. 

Ask homblj, seek perseveringly, knock 
boldly, — all with knowledge of our own wants 
and God's bounty. Do I ask with a real de- 
sire to be answered ? I ask for graces ; do I 
desire the trials by which they are attained? 
Is, xxi. 12. 

II. Every one that €uketh reeeiveth; and he thai 
seeketh findeth^ ^c. lb. 8. 

Because He is faithful that promiseth. But 
we must ask in faith; and what God wills, 
not what we will. He will surely give what 
we ask, or something better. Do I trust Him, 
and resign myself? 1 John v. 14. 

III. If ye being evil, know, ^c ; how much more 
shall your Father, which is in heaven, give good 
things to them that ask Him ? lb. 11. 

We are His children by adoption. He deals 
with us as a Father, and can ao no otherwitjie, 
unless we rebel, and revolt from Him. Has 
it not been so with me ? Is not this enough 
to make ine trust Him ? S. Ztike xviii. 7. 

€exU 

The prayer of the upright is His delight, 
Prov. XV. 8. 
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TuxsDAY. Eleventh WM 

THB BBOAD AND NA&&OW WAY. 

Heads. Matt vii. 13« 14 (S. Luke ziii.> 

I. Wide is the gate^ and broad is the way^ that lead- 
eth to destruction, lb. 13. 

All who yet live are in the road, not at the 
end. «But in which? The broad way is un- 
bounded by the law of God, wide as our de- 
sires and lusts, — what liberty hare I used in 
it! How have I followed* the multitade) 
Prov, xiv. 12. 

II. Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way^ whieh 
leadeth unto life. lb. 14. 

It is not wide enough for the proud and 
worldly, for pomps, and pleasures, and dis- 
play: no, all must be renounced, and each 
Houl must enter stripped of all but Christ only. 
Have I found Him, and, with Him, this nar- 
row way ? " Few there be that find it !" 
Acts xiv. 22, 

III. Strive to enter in at the strait gate. S. Luke 
xiii. 24. 

Nature will lead us in one way; spiritual 
striving and grace alone can lead us in the 
other. It is a cutting-off, a warfare, a race, 
a work. Do I need encouragement? The 
end is life eternal. S. Matt. xi. 12. 

Let us labour, therefore, to enter tit. Heb. 
iv. IL 

*2»& 



after Trinity, Wednbbday. 

BEWARE OF FALSE PROPHETS. 

Read S. Matt vii. 15-20 (Jer. xxiii. 16, &c). 

I. Beware af false prophets. Jb. 15. 

Such are within ourselves: self-love, evil 
affections and desires: these lead us to call 
evil good, and to desire it. Without are bad 
companions, worldly friendships, whose ex- 
ample and conversation mislead us. Have I 
such v/ithin or without? Is, xxx. 9-11. 

II. Which come to you in slieep^s clothing. lb. 

Almost all evil presents itself with an ap- 
pearance of good, either present or future. 
Have I not found it so? Am I the more 
cautious ? Is my eye single, my heart pure, 
that I may perceive aright? Here alone is 
safety. 2 Cor. xi. 13, 14. 

III. Ye shaU know them by their fruite. lb. 16. 

Am I uncertain about it? What fruit has 
come of my friendships and of myself? Has 
it been for God's glory? Has it not rather 
been an offence to Him? Think, then, of 
His sentence {lb. 19), " Every tree," &c. 

€txt. 

Saying, Peace j peace, when there is no peace. 
Jer. viii. 11, 



Thursday. Eleventh Week 

OF DOING THE WILL OF GOD. 

JRead S. Matt vii. 21-29 (S. Luke yL). 

I. Not every one that saith unto Me^ Lord^ Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom qf heaven, lb. 21. 

Neither hearing nor speaking prove us to 
be true Christians, unless we act as such. 
Have I in words served God ; and in trouble 
called on Him ? What have I done for Him ? 
Where is my house ? On the sand ? or on the 
rock ? lb, 24-26. 

II. BiU he that doeth the will qf My Father which 
is in heaven, lb. 

Conformity to the will of God and the image 
of His Son, this is our end. And this is the 
road to eternal life through Him. Do I seek 
to know His will? and to do it? (S, James 
ii. 14-18.) This is the house on a rock. 

III. Lord^ have we not prophesied in Thy name^ 
^c, lb. 22. 

This, like other gifts, is of God, for the good 
of others. We may use it for them, and be 
cast away ourselves ; or for our own glory, and 
so rob God of His. At the best, we are unpro- 
fitable. Lord, have mercy upon us. S, iMke 
xviL 10. 

€txU 

Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers 
onbf. S. James i. 22. 



after Trinity. Friday. 

THE LEPER CLEANSED. 

Read S. Matt. viii. 1-4 (S. Mark i., S. Luke v.). 

J. Lard^ if Thou wilt. Thou canst make me dean. 
lb. 2. 

A pattern for tlie prayer of the distressed : 
acknowledgment of God's power ; submis- 
sion to His will ; reliance on His goodness. 
Do I exhibit such dispositions in prayer? not 
even desiring what He does not will for me ? 
S. James iv. 3-7, 

II. I will; be thou clean, lb. 3. 

Oh, the goodness of our Lord ! and the bless- 
ed reward of humble confidence in Him ! His 
will is ever for our good. Oh, that He would 
cleanse me by His healing touch. So He will, 
if I seek aright. 1 John v. 14, 15. 

III. See thou tell no man, but go thy way, shew thy- 
self to the priest, and offer the gift* lb. 4. 

If our Lord would not have His good works 
published abroad, how much less any thin^ 
that we can do ? Learn to preach not thyself, 
but Jesus. Have I received gifts myself? 
Boast not of them, but go and shew forth His 
praise, wait in His ordinances on Him. 2 Cor* 
iv. 6. 

Heal me, O Lardy and I shall he healed, for 
Thou art my praise. Jer. xnu. \^» 



Saturday. Eleventh Week after IVimty, 

THE CENTURION'S SERVANT HEA1,ED. 

Read S. Matt. viii. 5-13 (S. Luke vii). 

I. Lordy my aervarU lieih at home sick, lb. 6. 
The charity and piety of this heathen Ib an 

example to many a Chnstian master, who care 
for their beasts more than their fellow-men. 
What is my conduct towards those dependent 
on me ? Can I hope for the readv answer to 
his prayer ? ''I will come and heal him." 
Philemon 16. 

II. Lordf I am not worthy that Thou ahouldeet come 
under my roof. Ib. 8. 

Deep humility, not vainglory, should be 
the consequence of the mercy and good gifts 
of God. What I know of myself, I ought not 
to mind others thinking and saying of me. 
Jesus within my vile temple ! 8, Luke v. 8. 

III. / have not found so great faith^ no not m 
Israel, Ib. 10. 

How self- deceived we are ! They who have 
less privileges we despise ; but how often they 
are better than us ! Good Lord, pardon my 
sins, my want of faith and obedience. Give 
me all I need, and withal a humble mind. 
Pha. ii. 3. 

I am tlie Lord that healeth thee. Exod. 
XV, 26. 



ClKitlfti) duntia^ after Crtnt^. 

THE widow's BON RAISED TO LIFE. 

Read S. Lnke YU. lUlS. 

I. The mrdy son of his mother^ and she was a widow, 
lb. 12. 

Who can trust life, or any thing that hangs 
upon it ? Yet how many do, and so die unpre- 
pared ! Jesus met him in the sate of the city, 
the place of judgment. Deam is the gate of 
eternity. I must also be judged. Oh, be at 
hand, then, good Lord, to save me. JEccles* 
xu. 1. 

II. He had compassion on her, and said unto her^ 
Weep not. lb. 13. 

His property is "to have mercy.** In this 
is our hope; in this our consolation. Then 
weep not! Weep not for earthly losses. Love 
that only which cannot be lost. The love of 
earthly things must bring sorrow. The love 
of Christ is eternal. Rom, viii. 38, 39. 

III. Young man, I say unto thee. Arise* lb. 14. 
What the Lord did for him, He does for us. 

He comes near by grace ; touches the heart ; 
calls us hy His word. What, then, is my part ? 
The passions which have borne me along must 
halt. My soul must awake and arise, and I 
be found speaking vdth Christ. S. John xi. 
28-30. 

Yield yourselves unto God, as those that are 
alive from the dead, Rom. vi. 13. 

For thoughts on the Go&pe\ lox \Ykft ftjKj ^ %"«» ^."i^a. 
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Monday. Twelfth Week 

THE MESSAGE OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. 

Read S. Matt. xi. 1-6 (S. Luke vii.). 

I. Art thou he that should come^ or do we look for 
another 1 lb. 3. 

Even in prison he was bent on his Master's 
service. It was not for his own sake, but for 
those whom he sent, that they too might know 
Christ. Do I put ail my hope in Him ? or look 
to any other? P*. xx. 7. Do I try to lead 
others to Him ? 

II. Go your way^ and tell John what things ye have 
seen and heard, S. Luke vii. 22. 

Here were the proofs of His divine mission. 
His works of mercy : healing, giving sight, 
hearing, strength, — above all, life for the 
dead, the Gospel. Would I prove my heavenly 
vocation ? Let it be by deeds. S, James ii. 18. 

III. Blessed is he whosoever shall not be offended 
in Me, S. Matt. xi. 6. • 

They saw His power and His glory. It 
was needful to warn them of His coming cross 
and shame. And for me, too, this lesson is 
needful, lest I shrink from His reproach. Bet- 
ter men have fallen so. S, Mark xiv. 27. 

ZtxU 

Ye sludl know them by their fruits, S. Matt. 
vii. 16. 

^<d4 



after Trinity. Tuesday. 

JOHN COMMENDED BY CHRIST. 

Read S. Matt xi. 7-19 (S. Luke vii.). 

I. Wfuit went ye out into the toUdemeta to tee? 
lb. 7. 

Not one blown hither and thither; to day of 
one mind, to-morrow of another. Not one 
living in luxury and earthly comforts. Com- 
pare with this thine own inconstancy and un- 
settled purposes, thine ease, indolence, &c. 
Eph, iv. 14. 

II. Yea . . and more than a prophet, lb. 9. 
For he not only foretold, but pointed out to 

others the Messiah. The messenger sent to 
prepare the way for Christ. It is not the office 
we hold, but the way we discharge its duties, 
that is pleasing to God. Am I faithful in 
mine ? Prov, xx. 6, 

III. Among them thai are bom of womeny there 
hath not risen a greater, lb. 1 1. 

This was true praise, for it was the praise 
of Christ. Would I have praise of God? I 
must follow the example of such as have, 
through grace, obtaineo it. In patience, in 
afflictions, in labours, &c. 2 Cor. vi. 5-10. 

0txt 

Whose prcdse is not of men, but of Ood, 
Rom. ii. 29. 

^5 
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Wednksday. Twelfth Week 

THE CONVERSION OF MARY MAGDALENE. 

JRead S. Luke vii. S6-3d. 

I. A veoman * • wMch was a tinner, lb. 37. 

He who willeth not the death of a sinner, 
moved her to repentance. She went without 
delay, in faith, fearless of reproach. Her soul 
was at stake. Do I feel, do I shew the same 
earnestness ? Or do I not think myself a 
sinner. S, Mark ii. 17 ; v. 24-28. 

II. Stood at His feet behind Him weeping, Ih, 38. 
She met the eyes of the guests, but not the 

eye of Jesus. This was true confusion. But 
we, when convicted, meet the eye of €rod 
with too little fear, while we shrink from the 
eye of man. Weep, then, in His presence, O 
my soul. S, Luke viii. 13. 

III. And began to toash His feet with tears, anddid 
wipe them with the hairs of ?ier head, ^e, lb. 

All that had once been an instrument of sin, 
is now used for the worship and service of the 
Lord. This is indeed being a new creature. 
Christ had cleansed and turned that heart. 
He alone can purify mine. Ps, li. 10, 16 ; 
Rom, vi. 18. 

He tumeth the hard rock into a etandma 
loater, and the flxnt- stone into a springing toeiu 
Ps, cxiv, 8. 



^fier Trimty* Thubsday. 

CHRIST DEFENDS MARY MAGDALENE. 

Read S. Luke vii. 39-50. 

I. TTiii Man, \f He were a prophet, would have 
known, ^c. lb. 39. 

How many mistakes from one rash judg- 
ment ! H e den ied Christ and H is omniscience ; 
slandered a penitent ; decided what God ought 
to do. Would I avoid such errors ? I must 
censure myself^ not my neighbour. S. Matt, 
vii. 1-a 

II. / entered into thy house, thou gavest me no 
water . . . but she ha4h. lb. 44. 

Mary Magdalene was accused, but spake 
not. Christ was accused, and spake ; not for 
Himself, but fbr her, and the accuser was con- 
victed. Trust, then, to Jesus, and fear not 
man. Ps, cxL 12. 

III. And He said unto her. Thy sins are forgiven, 
lb. 48. 

What words of peace and consolation ! Oh, 
that they may be mine also ! But remember 
these, " For she loved much." Think of the 
power of love. Think ! How much do I care 
for myself? how much for the world? how 
much for God ? S, John xy\, 27. 

Him hath Ood exalted . w to give repentance 
mvto Israel, aiui /(trgiveness of sin. Acts v. 
31. 



Friday. Tivei/th FTee* 

^_^ _ - — . — - — — ^ 

THE BUND AND DUMB DEVIL CAST OUT. 

Read S. Matt. xii. 22-37 (S. Mark iii.). 

I. One possessed with a devil^ blind and dumb : and 
He healed him. lb. 22. 

How Satan endeavours to gain that by which 
we mav know or serve God ! He would have 
usblind, lest we see with the eye of faith ; dumb, 
lest we confess and praise uod, and speak of 
Him to others. Beware, then, of his devices. 
Bom, i. 20 ; x. 17. 

II. He doth not cast out devils^ but by Beelzebub^ the 
prince qf the devils, lb. 24. 

Once before (c. ix. p. 261) they had said the 
same, envying, blaspheming — afearf ul warning 
to us ! But why is it that I am not attacked as 
he was? Do I deserve it less? God forbid. 
" We indeed justly, but He hath done nothing 
amiss." 1 Pet, iv. 12, 13. 

III. If I c€ut out devils hy the spirit of Ood^ then 
the kingdom of Crod is come unto you. lb. 28. 

Why ? but because such victory is of God. 
Then cannot I expel the evil one from myself? 
No ; but only in the strength of God. Watch, 
then, over thyself, andpray that he come not 
in. 1 Car, iv. 20 ; 2 Cor. lii. 6. 

9fxt 

Who went about doing good, and healing ail 
that were oppressed of the devil, for God was 
loUh Him. Acts. x. ^8. 



after Trinity. Saturday. 

THE SIGN OF THE PROPHET JONAS. 

Read S. Matt xii. 38-45. 

I. Master, we would see a sign from TTtee, lb. 38. 
Had they not seen Him heal the blind^ the 

lame, the deaf? What more could they want ? 
This is to tempt, not to honour God. Has He 
not done enough for me ? Why do I not be- 
lieve and obey ? Do I wish to be spared all 
effort in His service? S, Luke xvi. 31. 

II. There shall no sign be given to ity but the sign 
€f the prophet Jonas, lb. 39. 

That is, the cross, and passion, and death of 

Christ. This is the one only sign for all. Christ 

Tudfied for us. We to be cruciHed to the world 

a Him. Do I receive these blessed truths 7 

ad act upon them ? S, Luke xxiv. 26. 

IL The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment 
with this generation, lb. 41. 

For thev repented at the preachine of Jonas, 

ereas these (the Jews) had Christ among 

m, and repented not. How many might 

t up against me, having far less privilege, 

using what they have to more purpose ! 

ik how many have I ! S, Matt. xxv. 29. 

0ext 

if I be lifted upfrmn the earthy toiU draw 
en unto Me. S. John xii. 32. 

2^ 



iC{)irtctnt]^ Suntlap afUr Cnnttv. 



THE MOTHER AND BRETHREN OP JESUS. 

Read S. Matt xiL 46-50 (S. Mark iii., S. Luke Tiii.)< 

I. Behold, Thy mother and T%y brethren ttand vfith- 

out, desiring to speak with Thee. lb. 47. 

They stood without, waiting His time. But 
one told Him, — that we might know His will, 
when tempted to prefer an earthly aflfectioB 
to a spiritual work. Do I never do so ? Yet 
if God has a work for me, can I prefer to 
attend to others? S. Matt, x. 37. 

II. W?M is My mother ? and who are My brethren ? 
lb. 48. 

These— my disciples — who, lovins and be- 
lieving, bring forth fruits of faith themselves, 
and beget children unto God, leading and 
tiaining others for Christ. 1 Cor. iv. 5. 

III. Whosoever shall do the will qf My Father 
which is in heaven. lb. 50. 

<*The same is My brother," &c. With Christ 
the one law is, '^ Lo, I come to do Thy will." 
They who follow Him are one with Him by 
adoption, in relationship, in love. If this law 
guides me, I too shall be loved of Him and be 
His. S. John xiv. 23, 24. 

Ztxi, 
My brethren are these that hear the ward oj 
God and do it, S. Lukt> viii. 21. 



For thoughts on the Go«ipc\ tot >&« ^i , **» \i^. "iR^,^ 



mrteetUh Week after Trinity. Monday. 



THE PABABLE OF THE SOWER. 

Read S. Luke viii. 4-18 (S. Matt, xlii., S. Mark iv.). 

I. A sower went out, lb. 5. 

The sower ! — God going forth in His good- 
ness, filling all with life ; Christ going forth 
from the Father, and coming into the world ; 
each fidtht'ul disciple who goes out into the 
world to spread the knowlSge of his Lord. 
Think of all these benefits. S, John xvi. 28. 

II. To sow his seed, lb. 

The seed ! — ^The creatures of His hand ; the 
blood of Christ, and all its fruit ; the truths of 
His Gospel, the inspiration of His Spirit ; — 
all these He hath sown. For all these, crea- 
tion, redemption, grace, give thanks. And 
remember thy work, the garden of thy soul. 
Gen, ii. 15. 

III. And as he sowed, some f ell bp the way-side. lb. 
The case of those whose minds are open to 

every vain and foolish thought, never collected 
in themselves, never fixed lor an hour on God. 
These Satan readily gains. Lord, fence him 
out of my soul, and make me frui^ul. Is, v. 
2-6. 

0txt 

Be soher^ he vigilant; because your adver" 
saryy the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour^ 1 Pet.^ »^. 



TuBBDAT. Thirteenth Week 

THE PARABLE OF THE 80WEB (corUinued). 

Read H, Matt xiiL 9-23 (lb. ib.). 

L Some fell upon itony places, Ib. 5. 

Hearts already hardened by evil habits; 
having no root (5. Matt,), no real depth of 
inwara religion ; lacking moisture (S. JJuke)^ 
dry and barren in devotion and pious affec- 
tions. What there is lies on the surface. 
Such an one begins much, perfects nothing, — 
soon withers away. Am I such ? 2 2tm. iu. 7. 

II. Some fell among thorns, Ib. 7. 

The cares, and pleasures, and useless em- 
ployments of the world. These fill the mind ; 
grayer is distracted, the truth is stifled, the 
pirit quenched, the soul lost ! Learn self- 
restraint betimes. S, Matt, viii. 22. 

III. Other fell into good ground^ and brought forth 
fruit. Ib. 8. 

Each according to the measure of Grod's grace. 
This comes of hearing attentively, reflecting 
carefully, examining diligently, practising 
consistently, patiently, and constantly. Be 
not content with the lowest attainments ; 
strive for the hundred-fold. P*. cxxvi. 6, 7. 

Ctxt. 
He that dbideth in Me, and I in him, the 
same bringeth forth much Jruit. S. John 
XV. 5. 



after Trinity, Wednesday. 

THE PARABLE OF THE TARES. 

Read S. Matt. xiii. 24-30 ; lb. 37-43. 

I. While men slept^ his enemy came and sowed 
tares among the wheat, lb, 25. 

Among the beet, the world, the flesh, and 
the devil strive to sow the seeds of evil and 
corruption. When is this evil done? While 
men sleep ! When I am not watching is the 
time of danger. S, Mark xiii. 37. 

II. WTien the blade was sprung up, and broughtforth 
fruity then appeared the tares also, lb. 26. 

At first the mischief could not be seen. We 
grow careless, time passes on, and the evil is 
seen! Our good fruit is corrupted with evil 
motives. We have let in the enemy selfy and 
it may be evil companions, &c. Is this so 
with me? 1 Cor, xv. 33, 

III. Let both grow together until the harvests lb. 30 

See the patience of God, who bears with all 
our deficiencies, looking to gather in good 
fruit at last ; then, surely, no evil will stand. 
Now is the time of amendment. Am I using 
it? S,Matt.yu.\9. 

ZnX, 
Let us not sleep as do others, I Thess. ¥• 6. 
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Thubsday. Thirteenth Week 



THE GRAIN OF MUSTARD-SEEO. 

Read S. Matt. xiii. 31, 32. 

I. The least of all seeds. lb. 32. 

Is this the figure of the kingdom of hea- 
ven ? Yes ; despised of men as Christ was. 
The poor, the meek, the persecated, these are 
its members; its truths humbling, its hopes 
invisible, its rewards not now. Think — Is 
this the kingdom I desire ? 1 Cor, i. 22-29. 

II. But when it is grown it is the greatest among 
herbs, Sj-c. lb. 

The truths of the Gospel, at first sown in 
the heart, are unseen ; but if really there, 
they grow on and on till they bring forth 
much fruit, acceptable to God in Christ. Men 
see it — feel it. Has this been my course ? Am 
I still advancing ? 2 Pet. i. 6-9. 

III. TTie birds of the air com§ and lodge in the 
branches thereof. lb. 

Many find their home there ; and if we are 
a part of that kingdom, they will find commu- 
nion with us, and we with them. And there, 
in our hearts, holy desires and afiections, the 
pure love of God, will dwell. Is my tree 90 
filled ? Acts iv. 13. 

^ext. 

Leaving the principles of the dtfctrine of 
Christ, let us go on unto perfection. Heb. vi. 1 . 
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after Trinity^ Friday. 

THE TREASURE— THE PEARLS — THE NET. 

Read S. Matt. xiii. 44-52. 

I. The kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid 
in afield. lb. 44. 

Only to be obtained by those who seek — 
then to be laid up in the heart. No place to 
be esteemed where it is not to be found. Have 
I thus sought and laid it up? Do I only 
prize those places and persons among whom 
Christ is to be found ? Ps, i. 1 ; xvi. 3. 

II. {Again) like unto a merchantman seeking 
goodly pearls, lb. 45. 

Many seem goodly, one only is worth pos- 
sessing. All are to employ their talents ; whoso 
finds this must part with all that he hath to 
obtain it. What is this pearl? The love of 
God towards and in me. Do I hate all things, 
yea, and my very self, in comparison of Him ? 
S. Luke xiv. 33. 

III. (Again) like unto a net that was cast into the 
sea. lb. 47. 

Which gathered of every kind. Such is the 
visible Church : both good and bad are there. 
I am there; but not on that account safe. 
There will be a day of separation. Among 
which will my lot be ? Bom. ix. 6, 7. 

ZtxU 
If thou seekestfor her as silver^ and search" 
est for her as for hid treasures, tlien shcdt 
thou understand . . and find . . Pco^ . vv. ' 
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Satubdat. Thirteenth Week after TVinity, 

CHBI8T NOT BECEITEO IN HIS OWN COUNTRY. 

Read S. Luke iv. 16-32 (S. Matt. xiii.). 

I. And when He wot come into His own country 

He taught them, S. Matt. xiii. 54. 

He returned to Nazareth, where He had 
been brought up, after he had laboured in 
other places, so that His fame had gone 
abroad. Thus He strove to remove the hin- 
drance of His povert}r and obscurity, and lay 
claim to their attention. Am I thus consi- 
derate to others ? Prav. xviii. 19. 

II. It not this the carpenter* s son? lb. 55. 
They ought to hnve rejoiced; but they were 

offended in Him. The grace He had bestowed 
on others is at their own door ; but they re- 
ceive it not. That which was honourable they 
despise. And have I not, in practice, despisea 
Thee, O Lord, and refused Thy ways? Is, 
zlix. 7. 

III. And {they) rose up and thrust Him out of the 
dtp. S. Luke iv. 29. 

Probably because (lb, 23) He did not per- 
form at once the miracles He had done else- 
where. He knew that they would not believe, 
and so added not in mercy to their condemna- 
tion. How much has He done for me, yet 
how often have I rejected Him ! ;S. Luke xii. 
48. ^ 

ZtxU 

He came unto His otcm, and His awn re- 
ceived Him not. 8.3 o\\ii \. W . 



dPourteentt) dunUa^ after Cnn{t|). 

THE APOSTLES SENT FORTH TO PaEACH. 

Read S. Matt, x. 1-15 (S. Mark iii., S. Luke ix.). 

I. As ye go^ preachy sayingy The kingdom of hea 

ven is at hand. lb. 7. 

This is the special vocation of tlie Christiar 
minister and evangelist. But all are bounc 
to do so in practice, by avoiding useless, fri 
volous conversation ; first themsSves seeking 
and then striving to win others to that king* 
dom. JEph, iv. 29 ; Heb. x. 25. 

II. Hec^ the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead 
cast,out devils, lb. 8. 

They who need spiritual comfort — the deac 
in sins themselves — the lepers, who infeci 
others with their disease — public offenders,— 
these cure subjects of Christian compassion oi 
rebuke. Am I such an one ? or if not, how 
do I deal with those that are ? Rom. xv. 1. 

III. Take nothing for your journey (S. Luke) ; pro 
vide neither gold nor silver, lb. 9. 

Neither means of defence, nor sustenance, 
still less of luxury: God provides all; w< 
must not be anxious. Do I detach myself, a 
least in heart, from outward things, trusting 
Him for all? S. Matt. \i, 21-03, 

Exhort one another daily y while it is caUei 
To-day, Heb. iii. 13. 

Foi thoughts on the Go*pc\ lot \i» ^, ^^^i-^.^R^* 



Monday. Fourteenth Week 



PEA8SCUTION OF THE DISCIPLES FORETOLD. 

Read S. Matt x. 16-34. 

I. Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst qf 

wolves, lb. 16. 

Such is the mission of all apostolic men, and 
even of all consistent Christians. Their por- 
tion here is the enmity and hatred of the un- 
godly. Am I willing to bear it for Christ's 
sake ? The reward is certain. Rev, ii. 10. 

II. The disciple is not above his master, nor the 
servant above his Lord, lb. 24. 

As the Father sent Him, so sent He them, 
with His authority, to share His sorrows. Do 
I desire to fare better than He did ? Rather 
should I glory in suffering for His sake. Actt 
XX. 22-24. 

III. Fear not them which kill the body; but are not 
able to kill the soul. lb. 28. 

Neither fear the death of the body, nor those 
who can inflict it. We praise those who suf- 
fered for Christ : is our own spirit as theirs ? 
Do I mortify in myself what is evil? Do I 
look to temporal or eternal rest? 2 Car, iv. 
16. 

Yea, and all that will live Godly in Christ 
Jesus shall suffer persecu^um. 2 Tim. ill. 12. 
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after Trinity. Tttbsdat. 

THE GOSPEL NOT ALWAYS FOR PEACE. 

Read S. Matt. x. 34-36. 

I. / came not to send peace, but a sword. lb. 34. 

The peace Christ left us is good, but the peace 
Christians are tempted to make with the world 
is evil. Such peace is declaring war against 
God. Which do I strive to maintain ? Fesu% 
with the world ? or with God ? /S. James iv. 4. 

II. / am come to set a man at variance against his 
father. lb. 35. 

The rule of the Gospel is, to love God above 
all things ; all other affections must be subor- 
dinate. This nature resists ; yet this must be 
striven after. Do I allow human affections 
to draw me aside ? Is, zlii. 8. 

III. A man'*s foes shall be they cf his own house- 
hold, lb. 36. 

His natural ties — still more himself. These 
are too often between the Christian and God. 
Have I not given to them and to myself time, 
talents, means, which were God's ? Are they 
not often impediments to a free service of 
God? 2 2\m. iv. 10. 

I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, Ex. 
XX. 5. 



Wednesday. Fourteenth Week 

WHO ARE UNWORTHY OF CHRI8T. 

Read S. Matt. x. 37-42. 

I. He that loveth father or mother more than Me 
is not worthy of Me. lb. 37. 

We think that we do not. Do we withdraw 
from the influence of all, even the dearest, 
who would keep us hack from Christ ? If not, 
we seek another treasure ; we love others more 
than Christ; we are not worthy of Him. S, 
Matt, vi. 21. 

IT. He that taketh not his cross andfolloweth after 
Me, lb. 38. 

The life of Christ was a continual cross. 
They love each other most who sympathise 
roost. Wotild I share His love ? I must share 
His cross. It is not a mere choice ; it is a 
necessity. S, John xvi. 33. 

III. He thatfindeth his life shall lose it, lb. 39. 

Tlie way to eternal life is to sacrifice the 
present life, — by mortifying the flesh so as to 
J shew forth His life in us, or hy going out of 

' onrselves and dwelling altogether in Him. 

Gal. ii. 20. 
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€txu 

Let the dead hury their dead ;-— follow thou 
Me. S. Matt. viii. 22. 
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after Trinity. Thubsday. 

THE YOKE OF CHRIST AN EASY YOKE. 

Read S. Matt. si. 25-30. 

I. Come unto Me all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, lb. 28. 

Come, " and I will refresh you." How good 
is our Lord — ready to relieve us of the burden 
of our sins, with which we are, or ought to be, 
oppressed ! Am I ? {Is. liii. 2-4.) How wilt 
Thou refresh me, Lord? Take My yoke — 
bear My cross. 

II. Learn of Me^for I am meek and lowly in heart. 
lb. 29. 

Here is true rest for the soul, iu the know- 
ledge and following of Jesus. Is He my 
master, my example ? Have I shut my ears 
to the teaching of the world ? What nave I 
learnt of Him — meekness ? humility ? Phil, 
ii. 6, &c. 

III. For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light, 
lb. 30. 

His yoke — "His;" for He shares every 
burden with us, and so makes it light for us. 
What is it ? Every law — every cross — every 
struggle against the flesh. Do I cheerfully 
bear these with and for Him, looking to the 
end ? or do I resist ? Jer. vi. 16 ; S, Matt. 
XX. 22, &.C. 

His commandments are not grievous. 1 John 
V. 3. 
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Friday. Fottrieemih Wi^ 

8. JOHN BAPTIST KILLED BY HEBOO. 

Read S. Mark vi. 16-29 (S. Matt. xiv.). 

I. Jsk qf me whatsoever thou wUt^ and I will give 

U thee, lb. 22. 

Even half of his kingdom he would give 
this damsel, who had pleased his sinful eye. 
But which is the greatest folly, his, or theirs 
who, for one sinful pleasure, would forfeit their 
title to the kingdom of heaven ? Heb, zii. 
15, 16. 

II. S?ie being before instructed of her mother^ aaid, 
Give fiitf, ^c, S. Matt. xiv. 8. 

What wonder if she asked amiss, who was 
instructed hy an evil mother, a foe of the holy 
John ? Yet have not I taken counsel of the 
world, the flesh, the devil, the enemies of 
Christ, and so slain him. Beware! Jleb. 
vi. G. 

III. And the king woe exceeding sorry. S.Mark 
vi. 26. 

After he had committed himself. We ought 
to consider seriously first, then speak and act. 
He respected a wicked oath, a foolish damsel, 
a worldly company, but not God or His law. 
S. Matt. X. 28. 

S^rxt. 

Blind guides, which strain at a gnat and 
swallow a camel. S. Matt, xxiii. 24. 



after Trinity, Saturday. 

THE FIVE THOUSAND FED. 

Read S. Matt. xiv. 14-21 (S. Mark vi., S. Luke ix., 

S. John vi.). 

I. Send the multitude away^ that they may . . . buy 
themselves victuals, ' lb. 15. 

They had not faith in Christ. But these 
poor people who had patiently heard Him 
were not forgotten, *' They need not depart." 
Do I fully trust Him ? Well may I. P*. x. 14. 

II. He took the five loaves, S^c. ; He blessed, ami 
brake. lb. 19. 

First bidding them sit down on the ground. 
Those who would be fed of His grace must sit 
at His feet. What they had, they brought 
Him. It was but little. He restored it a 
thousandfold. Do I offer Him all I have? 
He will more than repay me. Prov, xix. 17. 

III. He departed again into a mountain. Himself 
alone, S. John vi. 15. 

For they would make Him a king. But 
He desired it not, — He, the King of kings. 
He departed to solitude and prayer. Do I 
look for honour and gratitude from those 
whom I have aided ? Learn, my soul, of Him. 
S* Luke vi. 34-5. 

He hathfiUed the hungry with good things, 
S. Luke i. 63. 



jTifUentl) duntia^ after Crtnftp. 



CHRIST WALKING UPON THE WATER. 

Read S. Matt xiv. 22-36 (S. Mark vi^ John vL). 

I. The ship was in the midst of the sea tossed with 
waves, lb. 24, 

They had been tossed all the night. He 
does not always remove our dilRculty at once. 
We must strive resolutely, wait His time, and 
He will deliver us. Do I do so in the tempest 
ot my passion, or do I give way ? 2 Car. xa, 
7-9. 

II. When the disciples saw Him walking on the 
sea^ they were troubled. lb. 26. 

They thought it was '* a spirit." How 
often we mistake for an illusion the real pre- 
sence and inspiration of our Lord ; and so far 
from attending to His voice, we shun Him, 
and remain tempest-tost. S, Matt, xlil. 14, 
15. 

III. Be of good cheer; it is I, be not afraitL lb. 

07 

Into this difficulty our Lord Himself had 
brouglit them (8. Mark vi. 46). Now He is 
at hand to comfort them. Whatever trials He 
brin^ upon me, I will trust Him, my only 
sure nel per. 

Fear not, I will help thee. Is. xli. 13. 
For thoughts on t\\e GospeV tot \.\ift ^"wj , %«fe ^.285. 

a\4 



Fifteenth Week after Trinity. Monday. 

PETER WALKING TO MEET CHRIST. 

Read ib. 

I. Lord^ if it be Thou, bid me come unto Thee on 

the water. Ib. 28. 

Willigg to trust himself to the command 
and power of Christ, if He would but call him, 
and glad to go even into danger, if it were 
but to Christ. Have I such faith and love ? 
Ps. xl. 7. 

II. Beginning to sink^he cried saying^ Lord^save 
me ! Ib. 30. 

Yet how soon is all this confidence gone! 
Nothing will support us but a constant, stable 
faith. His confidence failed. He took the 
next best step, and called on his Lord. Is this 
my refuge in time of trouble ? »S^. Luke xxii. 
34. 

III. And immediately Jesus stretched forth His 
hand and caught him, Ib. 31. 

He did not calm the wind at once (ver. 32), 
but He did help His disciple, and then re- 
proved him. How oilen has He helped me, 
when I have failed, not from the greatness 
of the danger, but from my want of faith. 
Have I not need of repentance and re:f!olu- 
tion ? Is. xliii. 2 ; Rom. xiv. 4. 

Thy right hand hath holden me up, Ps. 
xviii. 35. 
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TuBSDAY. Fifteenth Week 

THE DISCIPLES ACCUSED AND DEFENDED. 

ReadS.UaJd.TY, 1-20. 

I. ^yhff do Thy disciples transgress the tradition of 
the elders ? lb. 2. 

Which was the greater fault, that of the dis- 
ciples, the neglect of an external ceremony ; 
or that of the Pharisees ; outward observance, 
inward negligence ? God judges not the out- 
ward ap[>earance, but the inner man. S. Matt. 
xxiii. 25. 

II. Why do ye also transgress the commandment qf 
God by your tradition 1 lb. 3. 

The neglect of parents, under pretext of a 
sacrifice dedicatea to God. The one a plain 
commandment, the other onl^ acceptable when 
offered according to His will. JDo I never 
offer that which is not really mine to give ? 
Rom, iii. 31. 

III. This people . . honoureth Me with their lips; 
but their heart is far from Me, lb. 8. 

And so they were bad accusers of His faith- 
ful disciples. Their heart was with Uie world 
and their own evil objects. The praise of men, 
not the praise of God. Might not I be open 
to the same reproof? /«. xxix. 18. 

ZtxX* 

Thou desirest truth in the inward parts, 
Ps. Ji. 6. 



after Trinity, Wednesday. 

THE CANAANITISH WOMAN. 

Read S. Matt. xt. 21-25 (S. Mark vii.). 

I. And behold, a woman of Canaan . . . cried unto 
Him, aayir^. Have mercy on me! lb. 2. 

She went out at once when she heard of 
Him. Took the first opportunity; laid her 
case before Him ; asked for mercy ; left her- 
self in His hands. She was a heathen ! I am 
a Christian ! Which may best judge the 
other? Is, xxxvii. 14, &c. 

II. But He answered her not a word. And Hie 
disciples came, ^c, lb. 23. 

As in other cases, He desired, for the good 
of others, that her faith and humility should 
be known ; and for her own, that it should be 
tried. But the professed disciples, what would 
they have ? Freedom from a trouble, for their 
own ease, not for God's glory. Is this Chris- 
tianity ? S, John vi. 26. 

III. / am not sent, but unto the lost sheep of the 
house qf Israel, lb. 24. 

And He too, the merciful and good, seems 
nmoVed by her and them. Still she perse- 
eres. That is what He desires. That is what 

will do, and the good Shepherd will hear 

e. Ps. cxix. 176. 

ZtsX, 

Therefore wiU the Lord wait that He may 
gradous. Is. xxx. 18. 
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Thursday. Fifteenth Week 

THE WOMAN^S DAUGHTER HEALED. 

Read S. Mark vii. 24>30. 

I. // is not meet to take the childrer^^s bread and to 
cast it unto the dogs. Matt. xv. 26. 

Full of faith and hope, she still pressed her 
entreaty to Him who, if He pleased, could 
grant all her desire. What a seemingly bitter 
answer. How apparently unlike our Lord. 
How do I who deserve them bear such re- 
buffs ? How did she ? 1 Pet. ii. 20. 

II. Truths Lord^ yet the dogs eat of the crtcm^t 
which fall from their moMer^s table. lb. 27. 

Without murmur, without an undutiful an- 
swer, she still pleads. How ? Acknowledging 
her own yileness ; pleading the love of a mas- 
ter even for his dogs. How much more that 
of Christ for His suppliant. <$. Matt. viii. 8. 

III. O woman, great is thy faith ; be it unto thee 
even ae thou wilt, lb. 28. 

He waited to be gracious, to confirm her in 
faith, patience, and then grant all her desire. 
Learn, then, my soul, to rely on His goodness, 
on His power, on His promise, and perserere. 
S. Luke xviii. 7. 

%txX. 

The trying of your faith worketh patience ; 
hut let patience have her perfect work. S. Jas. 
i.3,4. 

3\% 



after Trinity. Fkiday. 



THE DEAF AND DUMB HEALED. 

Bead S. Mark vii. 31-37. 

I. He took him tmde* lb. 33. 

The spiritually deaf and dumb are not to 
be healed in the bustle of the world. They 
must come aside, stop their ears to its voice, 
look to heaven and heavenly things, and learn 
to pray. Have I been thus led ot God? Hos, 
ii. 14. 

II. And saith unto Him, Ephphatha, lb. 34. 

How often has He bid us open our hearts 
to Him, and we have not! If we let loose 
our tongues, how often it is but to speak 
vanity — calumny! He alone can soften the 
heart of stone. Ps, cxiv. 8. 

III. He charged them that they should tell no man, 
lb. 36. 

Unwilling even to receive the praise that 
was due. How unlike me ! Yet they could 
not be restrained from praising Him who had 
done all things well. Such was their grati- 
tude. Is mine such ? P9, cxix. 171. 

ZtxX* 

Open Thou my Ups, and my mouth shall 
sJiew forth Thy praise, Ps. li. 16. 
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Saturday. Fifteenth Week trfter Trimtif. 

THE FOUR THOUSAND FED. 

Read S. Mark viii. 1-9 (S. Matt, xv ). 

I. / have compassion on the multitude, lb. 2. 

How many were drawn around Him by His 
teaching: am I among that number? forget- 
ful even of my daily wants, if I may but wait 
on Him. He feels the same compassion now. 
He cares for them who trust on Him. P$, 
xxxvii. 8-5. 

II. If I send them, away fasting to their own houses^ 
they unU faint by the way, lb. 3. 

How mercifully He considers our infirmi- 
ties and necessities. There is no fear of His 
failing us. The fear is that we fail ourselves 
and Him. Ps, xxiii. 1. 

III. He took the seven loaves, jfc; so they did eat, 
and were filled, lb. 6, 8. 

A type of all His perfect ffifts, and the 
sevenfold gifts of the Spirit. These He ^ve 
to His disciples to set before them. These 
now, through the ministry of His gospel (2 
Tim. ii. 2), He sets before me. Am 1 hungry ? 
Eat, my soul, and be filled. {Is, Iv. 1.) G«- 
ther up the fragments, of time, health, &c., 
that nothing be lost. 

He Mtiffieth the longing soul, and fUeth 
the hungry sovil toith. goodness. Ps. cvii. 9. 

^0 



^iyUttit^ Suntfao after Crinit^. 



THE LEAVEN OF THE PHARISEES. 

Read S. Matt. xvi. 1-12 (S. Mark viii.). 

I. His disciples .... htxd forgotten to take bread. 
lb. 5. 

How blessed that communion with God which 
makes one even to forget the necessities of the 
body, and seek that Word which is as needful 
as daiJy bread! Which do I prize most? 
S, Matt, xvii. 4. 

II. Why reason ye among yourselves^ because ye 
have brought no bread 1 lb. 8. 

Why take such thought for the body ? Does 
not God care for it ? How sweet and easily 
borne every path of life would be if I resigned 
all to His providence ! S. Matt. vi. 31-33. 

III. 'Take heed and beware of the leaven of the 
P?tarisees and Sadducees, lb. 6. 

That is, the maxims of the world, the prin- 
ciples of self-love, and of the old man. Of 
all this let me beware, lest it corrupt my soul, 
and the true bread be no longer my desire. 
S. John vi. 34. 

A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. 
1 Cor. V. 6. 

For thoughts on tiie Grospel of the Day, see p. 293.' 
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Monday. Supieemtk Week 



THE BUND MAN OF BETB8AIOA CUKED. 

Remd S. Mark Tiii 23-26. 

I. They bring a blind man .... and He led Aim mii 
9/ the town, lb. 22,23. 

Here He had done many miracles, and Hkej 
believed not. In unbelief and neglect of pn* 
vilegcs and of Grod's grace is there no way of 
salvation, no healing of the soul. How mocb 
have I neglected these ! S. Matt, xi. 21. 

IT. / see men^ as trees^ walking, lb. 24. 

The first beginnings of grace opened his 
eyes a little. Still men (things human) ap- 
peared to him large, beyond their true size. 
Do they appear of great importance to me? 
My spiritual sight is but dim. P«. xiiL 8. 

III. lie put His hands again upon his eyes . • . and 
he saw every man clearly. lb. 25. 

Our Lord waited to complete his cure little 
by little. The blind man used what he bad ; 
Cfhrist perfected His work of mercy. Does 
Gkxi's hand appear shortened towards me? 
Is it not that I am slothful towards Him, and 
misuse His gifts ? Jas, iv. 3. 

ZtxX, 

Ht hath sent Me . . to preach deliverance to 
the captives, and recovering of eight to the biind, 
S. LuKe iv. 18. 
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after Trinity, Tuesday. 

THE CONFESSION OF FETEA. 

Read S. Matt.'xvL 13-20 (S. Murk viii., S. Luke ix.). 

I. Wthom do men toy that /» the San of Man^ am ? 
lb. 13. 

Not for vain curiosity, but for the instruc- 
tion of His disciples, Jesus asked. He seeks 
to be known of us ror our, not for His good. 
Though men knew not who He really was, 
they could speak no real evil of Him. Can I 
attain this ? S, John xii. 30. 

II. But whom say ye that I ami Peter saUh, Thou 
art the Christ, ^c. lb. 15, 16. 

To whom much is given, of him much is 
required. They who have nearer access to 
Him are expected to know Him more truly. 
Do I profess Him also to be Christ? Where 
is His honour? What is my service of Him 7 
what of the world ? MaL i. 6. 

III. Flesh and Mood hath not revealed it unto thee, 
lb. 17. 

For God who is in heaven alone can reveal 
divine truths to us. The knowledge of the 
world avails not for Divine wisdom. Do I 
listen to the teaching of the world, or do I 
open the ears of my heart to Gk)d? 1 Cor. ii. 
14. 

€txU 

Lord, I believe; help Thou mine unbeUef, 
S. Mark ix. 24. 
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Wkdnesday. Sixteenth Week 

CHRIST FORETELS HIS DEATH, AND REPROVES 

PETER. 

Read S. Mark viii. 31-33 (S. Matt. XTi.^S. Luke ix. 

xviii.). 

I. The Son of Man must suffer many things, lb. 31 . 

This He predicted immediately on the con- 
fession of His being the Son of God ; for this 
is not enough, unless we believe also that He 
suffered for us. In mercy, too, He prepared 
His followers for their cross* Acts iii. 18. 

II. Peter took Him, and began to rebuke Him, say^ 
ing^ S[c. S. Matt xvi. 22. 

Christ says, **It must be." His disciple 
should not say, " Far be it." Had be con- 
sidered the will, the command of God, he had 
not been so rash with his lips. How often do 
I err from want of consideration ! Gen. xviii* 
25. 

III. Get thee behind Me, Satan ; thou art an of* 
fence unto Me. lb. 23. 

With Him is no respect of persons. If His 
faithful disciple deny his Lord, his Lord will 
rebuke and chastise. Christ is not turned 
from His purpose of mercy. Nor must I listen 
to the nearest or dearest who would lead me 
away from Him. Hev. ii. 20. 

Not only to believe, . . . but also to suffer. 
Phil. i. 29. 



after Trinity, Thxjrsday. 

THE CROSS TO BE BORNE AFTER CHRIST* 

Reads. Matt xvi. 24-28 (S. Mark viii., S. Luke ix.). 

I. If any man will come after Me. lb. 24. 

None is compelled ; the way is- open to all. 
But a good and determinate will is needfid ; 
but whosoever has it must deny himself first 
in all that is of the old man. How little 
have I learnt even of the first beginnings! 
Meo, xxii. 17 ; I Chron, xxviii, 9. 

II. Let him . . take up his cross, lb. 

This is another needful step in the Christian 
course. To take up, that is, to bear, in all 
their length, and breadth, and depth, whatever 
that is contrary either to bodily or mental de- 
sires, God wills. Is such my purpose ? Heb. 
xi. 25. 

III. And follow Me, lb. 

In renouncing, in sustaining, in well-doing ; 
and if we follow Him, it must be for ever, 
even unto death and into eternity^ The way 
is not described ; be it rough or smooth, am 
I prepared to walk in it? S» John xiii. 36, 
37. 

Zext 

He that followeth Me shall not walk in 
darkness. S. John viii. 12. 

3% 



Friday. Sueieenth Week 

1 ' *^— — ■ 

THE TRANSnCUEATION OF CU&IBT. 

Read S. Matt xvii. 1-9 (S. Mark ix., S. LuIm iz.). 
L Jesus takeih Peter, James, and John. lb. 

To be witnesses of His ^lory. Up to a hiffh 
mountain — away from noise — apart £romthe 
world — tbree only out of the twelve. The 
kingdom of Grod must be sought thus ; it is 
not to be found in the world. S. Luhe zvii. 
21. 

II As He prayed^ the fashion qf His countenance 
was altered, S. Luke ix. 29. 

True fervent prayer changes a man ; even 
men may take knowledge of him that he has 
been with Jesus. Is my countenance bright 
with Divine fervour? or do I not commune 
enough with God ? Acts iv. 13; Exod. xxxiv. 
29,30. 

III. And behold there appeared unto them Moses 
and Elias. S. Matt. xvii. 3. 

These holy men could taste of heaven even 
on earth. They spoke of His Passion ; this 
was to be the real cause of our only true Joy. 
Even in the midst of such thoughts His face 
shone. For great is the reward. Is mine 
treasured up there ? S. Matt, v. 12. 

A toitness of the sufferings of Christ , and 
also a partak^ of th«*gl»nj . \ ^ex., n , 1. 



after Trinity. Saturday. 

THE WISH OF FETEE ON THE MOUNT. 

Read S. Mark ix. 2-8. 

I. Master, it is good for us to be here. lb. 5. 

So thought S. Peter when joy and glory 
were around him. They who desire rehj^ion 
onhr when pleasant and easy, and free trom 
difficulty, will with Peter deny Christ in the 
hour of temptation. Do I really embraoe it 
at other times? 8. Matt, ziii. 21. 

II. Let us make three tabernacles. lb. 

It may be good for us to be here ; but is it 
good any where on earth to Ax our tent ? No, 
not even for the sake of spiritual pleasures, 
still less for earthly. Peter was blamed even 
for the former. Do not I deserve rebuke for 
the latter? 8. Luke xii. 19, 20. 

III. WhUe He thus spake, there came a cloud and 
overshadowed them. S. Luke ix. 34. 

When we trust in outward consolations, 
how soon a passing doud overshadows them, 
and the joy of our eyes is gone ! Is my foun- 
dation deeper than ue sunace ? or when trial 
comes, am I cast down ? Jer, iv. 20 ; 8. Luke 
xxiv. 31. 

Our days on the earth are as a shadow, and 
there is none abiding » 1 Chron. xxix. 15. 



i^fbtnteentt) ^nxCU&p after Crtmt^. 



THE VOICE FROM HEAVEN. 

Read S. Luke ix. 28-36. 

I. This is My beloved Son^ in whom I am well 
pleased. S. Matt. xvii. 5. 

This witness came while Christ spake of His 
Passion ; and, as some have thought, on the 
mount where He was tempted of Satan. They 
are true sons of God who overcome the evu 
one, and suffer for His name's sake. S. John 
XV. 13. 

II. Hear ye Him, lb. 

He is our master. To hear Him is hard to 
the carnal mind. Even Peter had put off His 
warning voice. Now He speaks of His Pas- 
sion ; and God bids us hearken. Do I ? S. 
John vi. 60-63. 

III. When the disciples heard it they fell on their 
face. lb. 6. 

Hence learn humility, and it may be also 
our natural fear of the doctrine of the Cross 
which was thus sealed from on high. Do I 
at once fear God and gird myself up for my 
appointed trials. Acts xiv. 22. 

Ztxt 
They that hear shall Jive. S. John v. 25. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see pp. 366, 7. 



1 1th Week after Trifdty. Monday. 

THEY GO DOWN FROM THE MOUNT. 

» 

Read S. Matt. xvii. 1-9. 

I. And Jesus .... said. Arise, and be not afraid. 

lb. 7. 

Christ is at hand in an instant, their com- 
fort in their trouble. Where He is we need 
not fear. We need only to arise at His bidding, 
and be of good courage. Ps, xviii. 29. 

II. And when, ^c. . . . ^^ saw no man, httt Jesus 
only, lb. 8. 

Every thing was gone — the voice, the cloud, 
Moses, Elias, the brightness of face and rai- 
ment — the lowly Jesus only remained. What- 
ever happens, whether in joy or sorrow, seek 
only Him. He only will be surely found. He 
only abideth. Ps, Ixxiii. 25. 

III. Jesus charged them, saying, Telt the vision to 
no man, lb. 9. 

The favours and grace of God are best re- 
ceived in humble gratitude, and silence of 
ourselves. (Ps, cxix. 11.) All is from Him. 
Nothing is really our own, and we need not 
boast. Hather let me see that I receive not 
His gifts in vain. Do I ? 1 Cor, xv. 10. 

€fxU 
He bringeth low, and lifteth up, 1 Sam. ii. 7. 
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Tuesday. Seventeenth Week 



THE LUNATIC CHILD BROUGHT TO CHRIST. 

Read S. Mark ix. 17-22 (S. Matt xvii.). 

I. Lord, have mercy on my son^ for he U lunfltie. 

S. Matt. xvii. 15. 

One incapable of controlling his passions, 
fioJling into the fire of anger and concupiscence, 
or the flood of iniquity ; moreover, aeidT and 
dumb in divine things. A miserable condi- 
tion. Help me to know myself, and, if such, 
to repent Ps, cxix. 25. 

II. But Jesus answered and said, O faithless and 
perverse generation. lb. 17. 

Might not the Lord so sneak of me and to 
me, as one whom He could not abide with ? 
Yet mark His mercy ; He offers help : ** Bring 
him to Me." To Thee, Lord, may I come 
with all my sorrows. 2 Car, ii. 6-7. 

III. And they brought him, S. Mark ix. 20. 

For sinners do not go to God of their own 
accord, or by their own power ; but, like this 

Cr child, even struggle and resist the friendly 
d that would guide them to Him. How 
long, how long has it been so with me ? S, 
Jchn vi. 44. 

Remember not the sins of my youth, Ps. 
XXV. 7. 



after Trinity. Wednesday. 

THE LUNATIC CHILD CURED. 

Read S. Matt xiil 14-21. 

I. if thou canft believey ail tMfiffs are possible to 
him that believeth. S. Mark ix. 23. 

What a promise to &ith ! What a reproof 
to me who profess to believe I This poor man 
cried, *' Lord, I believe ; help Thou mine un- 
belief." So God leads on to perfection those 
who befrin in earnest ; and they who persevere 
will receive the crown. PkiL i. 6 ; Bev. ii. 
10. 

II. / charge thee, come otit of hinij and enter no 
more into him» lb. 25. 

Such is Gkxi's will for all ; that sin once 
purged out shall not return. But how often 
do I invite back the enemy ? Christ cast out 
this one. Oh, that He would cast it altogether 
forth from me. S. Matt. xii. 45. 

III. Why could Tiot we cast him out? S. Matt xvii. 
19. 

Because of unbelief. This is the root of all 
failures. Belief of my danger, of God's love, 
of Christ's atonement, of the Spirit's power, 
— this would make me able in Him to do all 
things. PhU. iv. 13. 

Ye have not yet resisted unto bloody striving 
against sin. Heb. xii. 4. 



Thursday. Seventeenth Week 

CHEI8T PAYS THE TRIBUTE-MONEY. 

Bead S. Matt xvii. 24-27. 

I. Doih not yowr Master paiy tribute f He (Peter) 
saithf Yes. lb. 24, 25. 

They wished Him to pay that which He 
owed not, and we blame their demand. Bat 
we continue too often in sin, and yet expect 
grace and pardon as if it were a debt. How 
often have I sinned, hoping that g^race will 
abound. Ram. vi. 1. 

II. Jesvs aaithj Then are the children free. lb. 26. 

And He the Son of God first of all was free. 
Yet, O Lord, it would go iU with us if Thou 
doest nothing from which Thou mightest be 
free. Oh, that I could do for Thee that to which 
I am bound, by duty, love, gratitude, &c. 
1 Cor. viii. 9. 

III. Notwithstanding^ lest we shotdd offend them . . 
take and give unto them for Me and thee. lb. 27. 

Though the fault might rest with them, 
Christ in charity would avoid the offence. Do 
I follow Him in this ? (Remember, by the way, 
this proof of his poverty and of his miracu- 
lous power.) S. Matt, xviii. 7. 

%txX. 

Not using your liberty for a cloak of mali- 
ciousness, 1 Fet. ii. 16. 
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after Trinity, Friday. 

CHRIST COMMENDS THE HUMBLE AND CHILDLIKE. 

Read S. Matt, xviii. 1-6 (S. Mark ix., S. Luke ix.). 
Compare 2 Pet. ii. and Jude. 

I. Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven ? 
lb. 1. 

How frail is human nature ! What a strife 
for the disciples of the lowly and meek ? 
Pride began with the angels, continued in 
Adam, remains in us. Alas, how much in 
me ! Prov, xiii. 10. 

II. Whosoever shall humble himself as this little 
childy the same is greatest^ ^c. lb. 4. 

And not only so ; but except we (v. 3) be- 
come as little children, we cannot enter there. 
Humility is a most necessary step towards at- 
taining it. Have I taken that first and lowest 
step ? Mic, vi. 8. 

III. In heaven their angels do always behold the 
face of My Father which is in heaven, lb. 10. 

By pride hell began. With the humble and 
obedient heaven is filled. There even now 
dwell the angels of Christ's little ones on 
earth, beholding His fate. There with them 
may I find a place through Him. Ps, Izviii, 
17. 

€ext 

Seekest thou great things far thyself? seek 
them not. Jer. xlv. 5. 
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S ArumDAT. 1 7 th Week qfier TSrImty. 

OF THE REPROOF OF A BROTHER. 

Read S. Matt xviii. 15-20 (S. Luke xvii). 

I. If ihp broiher Aatt tretpau agmuui ihte^ jw and 

tell him his favU, lb. 15. 

Here learn Christian charity on both sides. 
Reproof is to be given and received in love, 
for Christ's sake, for the sake of the souls 
both of him who gives and him who receives, 
Ezek, iii. 18. 

II. TeU him his fauU between thee and him alone, 
lb. 

The reproof must be in private, as between 
brethren. If the sin is against thyself, none 
need know it but thee. Would not I desire to 
be so dealt with ? Let me bo deal with others. 
S. Matt vii. 12. 

III. If he shall hear thee^ thou hast gained tkj^ irom 
ther. lb. 

To both the gain is great. To one, the gain 
is a brother and a cfear conscience ; to the 
other, receiving the reproof in humility, the 
gain is, his own soul, his brother^s love, the 
peace of God. So may I act in dther case. 
2 Tim. iv. 16. 

He thai regardeth reproof $h(dl be honoured. 
Prov. xiii. 18. 
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ViiflfyUmt!^ iHmtra|) after Cnni^. 



THE PARABLE OF THE DEBTOR. 

Read S. Matt, xviii. 21-27. 

I. The kinffdom of heaven is HJtened unio a certain 
king^ ^Cm lb. 23. 

I am His seryant, His debtor. To Him I 
owe all ; to Him I must give account. I have 
nothing to pay. Must I too be sold, and lose 
my freedom ? Alas 1 I baye by sin. Rom. vi. 
16. 

II. Have patience with me^ and I wHlpay thee ali. 
lb. 26. 

How often has God had patience with me 
in a less earnest prayer ! When anc^ls sinned, 
in an instant they fell ; but, of God's mercy, I 
am not consumed! Jesu's blood hath pur- 
chased this. Lam, iii. 22. 

III. T?te lord ..... teas moved with compassion, 
lb. 27. 

*'And for^ve him all that debt." And 
He has forgiven me, released me from the 
slavery of dn, and adopted me as His child. 
Have I deserved such favours? How do I 
strive to repay them ? How merciful is God ! 
Exod, xxziv. 7. 

I scddy I will confeu my sins unto the Lord, 
and 80 Thou forgavest tne wickedness of my 
sin, Ps. zxxii. 5. 



For thoughts on the Gospel of the d&Y^ %«« ^. ^*^'^- 



Monday* Eighteentk Wtek 

THE INGRATITUDE OF THE DEBTOR. 

Read lb. 28-35. 

I. Pay me that thou owest. lb. 28. 

What an ingratitude ! What a want of cha- 
rity ! Even the fellow-servants are shocked. 
Do I not see the wickedness of such a return? 
Has Christ forgiven me nothing? What do I 
forgive others? Eph. iv. 32. 

II. Shouldst not thou also have had compassion on 
thy fellow-servant? lb. 33. 

We strive to have one law for ourselves, 
another for our brethren. Such is not well- 
pleasing to God. Should I be content if what 
I render to others God were to render to me ? 
Ram. ii. 3. 

III. And his lord was wroth* lb. 34. 

How heinous must be ingratitude in God's 
sight ! If all that He has once forgiven is 
again required ! Yet it may be so wim me if 
I forget Him and sin against charity. Ezek. 
xviii. 24. 

He shall have judgment without mercy tltat 
hath shewed no mercy » S. Jas. ii. 13. 
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after Trinity. Tuksday. 

CHRIST aEFUSES TO GO UP TO THE FEAST OF 
TABERNACLES. 

Read S. John vii. 1-9. 

I. Go into Judaa^ that Thy disciples also may see 

the works that Thou doest, lb. 3. 

They desire His works rather to redound to 
their own glory than to His. Zeal for Him 
was their excuse for ambition. How often do 
I plead for myself when appearing to do so 
for others ! Acts viii. 19, &c. 

II. No man doeth any thing in secret, lb. 4. 

How often we attribute motives to others, 
which are in truth only our own ! So it was 
with the disciples. If I examine myself, I 
shall often find it so with me. Rom. ii. 1. 

III. My time is not yet came, lb. 6. 

He would wait the will of His Father, and 
bide His time. Sueh too is our duty. All 
our times and seasons are in His hand. Do I 
continnally bear this in mind, and act upon 
it? Ps. xxxi. 16. 

Tarry tJiau tite Lord^s leisure^ Ps. xxvii. 16. 
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Rtad S, Luke ix. 61-66 (8. John 
I. Ht tleiffatllu tel Hit fane to goto Jen 
Luke ix. 61, 
That place where dsatfa aw&iUd Hii 
ui eiample to me of coure^ and oo: 
Bignation to the DiTine will! Oh, 
would help me in all m; tiiali to b 
in the right path. /(. 1. 7. 

IL Theg <fAa SamorUatu) dU mil ret 
lb. 53. 

Why 1 Because He wa« in the w 
rnaalem. If we suipect and reject t 
are not of a party with ourBefves, i 
the wgrld and Bhut out ChHit. jS. Mc 



The diaciples would have vengea 
Master will have mercy. Theirs has 
blance of devotion ; Hia the true chai 
know not what spirit we are of; I 
and leam of Him who came to di 
« Cor. XI. 14. 

Btit 

W/iotoever shdU reeeioe Me, rax 
Me, htt Him thai Fenl Me. S. Mei 



RtadS. Lnkexvii. IU19. 

I. There met Him ten menthat wert leperi. lb. 13. 
Thej stood a&r ofij consciona of sin, desir- 
ing; pardoa and cleansioe. So my soul apply 
to JesuB for spiritual cleansiag, bumbled in 
tba dust, soniible of entire unwortbiness. S. 
Lake V. e. 

II. Got aheie yourxetveg unio ilu priests. lb. 14. 
A pattern of charity combined with dutifuU 

ness. He desired to cure tbem, but would 
not break an ordinance. Would that I nerer 
broke one! They obtained their desire; to 
may t by grace. 1. Sam. xr. 22. 

III. One nflhem, when be laa that he was healed, 
htmedback . . . and glorified Qt)dt lb. 15. 

The rest gave no thanks ; yet they are only 
like me. How much 1 have received ! How 
little have I done! Gratitude is the best use 
of ablesaine; let me eierciae it towards my 
beneficent God. /(, v. 4. 

Srxt 

Giving thanki aiaayi for all thingi unto 
God and the Father, in the Ttatne o/* our Lord 
JetM Ckriet. Eph. v, 30, 



Friday. Eighteenth Week 

CHRIST TEACHES OPENLY IN THE TEMPLE. 

Read S. John vii. 10-31. 

r. Then went He also up unto the feast. lb. 10. 

And there was much murmuring about 
Him. What else can be expected of the 
world? What else do I look for? Am I 
prepared for the dissatisfaction of others, and 
their unwillingness to do justice to me ? S. 
John xiv. 19. 

II. About the midst of the feast, Jesus went up into 
the Temple and taught, lb. 14. 

Not at first — when their minds were ex- 
cited: so prudent an example He sets us. 
The Jews marvelled ; but did they believe or 
obey ? Is my belief practical ? S. John ix. 41. 

III. Did not Moses give you the law, and yet none 
qfyou ieepeth the law ? lb. 19. 

He touched their consciences, yet they 
blasphemed. Now He answers not, meekly 
bearing their insults. Am I shocked at their 
evil words? Then do I refrain from sadi 
thoughts, or, when myself accused, forbear 
from returning evil for evil ? 1 Pet. ii. 20. 

The Lord is my helper ; / loill not fear what 
man shall do unto me, Heb. xiii. 6. 



^^Q 



after Trinity. Saturday. 

MES8EN6EBS SENT TO TAKE CHRIST. 

Read S. John vii. 32-44. 

I. The Pharisees and the Chief Priests sent officers 
to take Him, lb. 32. 

Why? Because the people believed on 
Him. So ihe simple-minded and lowlv have 
grace to know Him ; the proud ana self- 
righteous seek amiss, and find Him not (lb. 
34). I will humbly seek Thee, O Lord, and 
hold fast by Thee. Ps. Ixix. 32. 

II. ]f any man thirsty let him come unto Me^ and 
drink. lb. 37. 

Take this word to thyself. For what do I 
thirst ? The water of life ? or earthly plea- 
sures? Nothing is worth longing aAer bat 
salvation and God. And He wOl give me 
abundance. Have I abundance from any other 
source? Is. Iv. i. 

III. Some of them would have taken Him; but no 
man laid hands on Him. lb. 44. 

He knew why they came, but He perse- 
vered. Would I disarm the evil one ? Per- 
severe in the strength of God, and all enemies 
will vanish. Do I so? or do I yield myself a 
willing prey to evil? Heb. x. 38. 

Let him thai is atkirst come. Rev. xxii. 17. 
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0imUm(^ Atmtlas after Crinity. 

THB OFnCERS RBTU&N, P&AI8IN6 CHRIST. 

Read S. John yii. 45-53. 

I. Whp have ye not brought Him 7 lb. 45. 

How watchful are the Pharisees for the ac- 
complishment of their evil designs ! how of- 
fended at the temporary &ilure ! Oh, that I 
were as watchful to perform the wfll of Grod — 
as truly grieved when I &il in it. 8. Luke 
xvi. 8. 

II. Never man spake like this Man, lb. 46. 

But these poor men confess themselves 
pricked by His words, astonished at His pow- 
er; and that even to their employers. His 
persecutors. It would be well if I always 
spoke, not that which is acceptable, but that 
which is profitable. Is. zzz. 10. 

HI. Are ye also deceived? lb. 47. 

Why not have asked. What spake He? 
They desired not to learn, but to accuse Him, 
and excuse themselves. So the way to true 
wisdom, the path of humility, was closed to 
them. Are my ears open to words of wisdom ? 
Do I desire to know and follow tibem ? 1 Cor. 
L27. 

9rxt. 

Blessed are the poor in spirit : for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven, S. Matt. v. 3. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see pp. 254, 5. 



Nineteenth Week after Trinity. Monday. 

THE WOMAN TAKEN IN ADULTERY. 

Read S. John viii. l-ll. 

I. Moses in the law commanded us that such shoiUd 

be stoned^ but what sayesi Thou ? lb. 5. 

He^ the Judge of all, declined to pass sen- 
tence. Do I make Him my pattern in this. 
He writes only on the earth, where the wind 
and rain may blot out the record. Oh, that tears 
could wash away my guilt ! But He can. 8, 
Luke vii. 44. 

II. He thai is leithout sin among you^ let Mm first 
cast a stone at her* lb. 7* 

When almost adjured to decree justly, with 
what wisdom He makes them responsible who 
tempted Him, and teaches me to read and 
know my own sins, and to refrain from con- 
demning my fellow-sinners. JRom. ii. 1. 

III. Ch^ and sin no more. lb. 1 1. 

If I look unto myself, I must loathe myself 
and my own sins, and so learn to hide the 
sins of others. Then may I hope for the com- 
fort of this poor sinner ; absolution in peni- 
tence, strength against future temptation. Is. 
i. 6, 16, &c. 

There is mercy with Thee; therefore shalt 
Thou be feared. Psalm czxx. 4. 
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TuBSDAT. Nmeieenik Wtek 



CIUU8T TEACHING IN THE TBMPLK. 

Read S. Jolm Tin. 12-29. 

I. I mm Ae Kgki 4^ ike werkL Ibw 12L 

Widioat true light in the 8oa], who can 
<lirect his way? He who follows not Christ 
most sturdy err. Do I err? It is because I 
seek not Thee, my Lord, my light, my Life ; 
or knowing Thee, do not glorify Thee as God. 
Deui, zxviiL 29. 

II. Te neiiher know Me nor My FaOmr. lb. 19. 

They only knew Him by name and in words 
— ^not really — ^not practically. Christ bids me 
follow Him. Do I so? In what? or if not, 
why 7 Is this truly to know Him ? I J^ 
n. 4. 

IIL I go My way, and ye shall $eek Me^ and shall 
die m your sms, lb. 21. 

Must this be? Yes, to those who believe 
not — ^who are of this world, and not of Christ — 
loying earthly things. Am I such ? Would 
I avoid this condemnation? I must follow 
heavenly and divine things. S. Ja$, iv. 4; 
1 S. Jonnii, 15. 

9rxt 

Men loved darkness rather than Ifght, be* 
cause their deeds were emJU S. John iu. 19. 
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after Trinity. Wbdnbsday. 

A8 HE TAUGHT, MANY BELIEVED. 

Read ib. 30-45. 

I. Tfye coniintte in My vsord^ then are ye My dU- 
ciplei indeed, Ib. 31. 

To persevere in the faith and doctrine of the 
Master is the mark of a good disciple. To seek 
to know and to love Him^ and prove our dis- 
eipleship by a consistent practice. Do I so 7 
S, Jos, 1. 25. 

II. Whosoever committeth sin, is the servant ofHu. 
Ib. 34. 

They boasted themselves free — so do many ; 
but what was their freedom? From serving 
God. Alas, this freedom is true slavery. The 
more I have obeyed, the more this tyrant sin 
has demanded. Is it not so ? 2 Pet, ii. 19. 

III. If ye were Abraham^s children, ye would do 
the works of Abraham, Ib. 39. 

The sons of God are not known by profes- 
sion^ but by their fruits. All are not Christ's 
who are called His. Would I be really His, 
1 must strive to do those things He would have 
me do. "Rom, ix. 6, 7. 

If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye 
do tJiem, S. John ziii. 17. 
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TnintsDAT. Nineteenth Week 

THE JEWS DESIRE TO STONE CHEI8T. 

Read S. John viii. 46-59. 

I. Which qfpou eonvinceth Me of sin ? lb. 

None could conyince Him, but we^ if we 
know any thing, are convicted of ourselves. 
'< He who is of &od heareth His words/' both 
condemning us and giving us peace and hope 
in Christ. Have I this knowledge of myself^ 
and peace in Him ? S, John x. 4. 

II. Say toe not well that Thou art a Samaritan^ and 
hast a devil? lb. 48. 

Thus they reproached Him, but He an- 
swered not with reviling. He sought only the 
flory of Godi and both in word and work 
onoured Him. Do I in any sense do so, and 
then bear, as He did, reproach and shame? 
2 Cor. xi. 20. 

III. Then took they up stones^ jv. lb. 59. 

So they hated and persecuted Him, worst of 
all under the pretence of zeal for God. He 
hid Himself, and departed. Do I fear the loss 
of His presence ? Let me avoid misinter- 
preting, reviling, and injuring others. I John 
iii. 17. 

ZtxU 

It hated Me before it hated you. S. John 
XV. 18. 
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after Trinity, Friday. 

THE MAN BLIND FROM HIS BIRTH HEALED. 

Read S. John ix. 1-12. 

I. Who did sin, this man, or his parents ? lb. 2. 

It is a grievous error to think that the suf- 
ferings of others are the special penalties of 
their sins. Have I uncharitably tnought so 7 
All chastisements are for the glory of God, and 
for our good. Heb* xii. 10. 

II. Go, wash in the pool qfSiloam, lb. 7. 

First He anointed his eyes with clay. By 
such different means to what we expect does 
God work. Now He orders him to do a 
public act, and apparently a needless one. 
All is for my good which He appoints. JRom, 
viii. 28. 

III. / went and washed, and I received sight, lb. 
11. 

Here was the reward of a willing obedience. 
Here also was a grateful acknowledgment of 
Him who had r^ored the siglit, tfie foun- 
tain of all good. Do I acknowledge Him and 
all His benefits ? P«. xxxvi. 9. 

Znt, 
The bUnd receive their sight, S. Matt. xi. 5. 
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Saturday. I9th Week after JVinity, 

HE CONFESSES HIS CURE, AND IB CAST OUT OF 
THE SYNAGOGUE. 

Read S. John ix. 1^41. 

I. Give Gcd the praise ; toe know thai this man is a 
sinner. lb. 24. 

Under the cloak of serving God, they would 
deny the Son of God, and have this poor man 
do tne like. But he, taught of God, fearlessly 
acknowledged Him again. Is such my course 
among ungodly men ? Ps. czix. 46. 

II. Dost thou teach us? And they cast him out. 
lb. 34. 

Yes, he was wiser than his teachers. Ne- 
vertheless, they cast him out. We must be 
prepared for this, who desire to follow Christ. 
Am I content that it should so be with me ? 
1 Kings xiz. 10. 

III. Lord, I believe ; and he worshipped Him. lb. 

They cast him out; Christ received him. 
This was consolation enough. To whom else 
could he go ? To whom else can I go ? He 
is all ; Him only will I worship. S. John vi. 
67, 68. 

Ztxt. 

When my father and my mother forsaJte me, 
the Lord taketh me up. Ps. zxvii. 12. 
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Cioentdt]^ Auntia^ after Crinft)). 



CHRIST THE WAY, THE TRUTH, THE LIFE. 

Head S. John ziy. 1-12. 

I. This is the way^ waik ye in it. Is. xxx. 21. 

For there is no other way but by Him. By 
His merits alone comes salvation. In follow- 
ing His example is alone the path of holiness. 
Do I strive to walk in this path — ^believing, 
hoping, following? S. John z. 1. 

II. Love the truth and pecLce* Zech. viii. 19. 

It is from not really loving and desiring the 
truth that so many fall. Would I have peace "^ 
Seek the truth. Love it, abide in it ; and it 
shall make me free — from myself, from Satan^ 
—for God. 5. John viii. 32, 46. 

III. The life was the light qfmen. S. John i. 4. 

It is not only the safe, the true, the peace- 
ful way, but the way of light. In Christ Js 
no doubt, no darkness, no falling. AH is light 
and life. No death. Is He my light, by which, 
in which I strive to walk ? C<n* iii. 3, 4. 

Ztxt 

He that hath the San hath Ufe, 1 John 
V. 12. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see p. 896. 



Monday. 



Tkotmtieth Week 



CHRIST THE DOOR. 

Read S. John x. 1-10. 

L / am the door qfthe sheep, lb. 7. 

The door is neither wide nor high. They 
most stoop, and not be puffed up, who would 
ffo through the door of the ** Lowly." Yet 
It is wide enough for all. P», czxzL 2. 

II. By Met if any man enter in^ he shall be saved, 
lb. 9. 

He humbled Himself and God exalted Him. 
If we follow Him, we shall be saved in Him. 
Goin^ in and out, abiding in Him, yet work- 
ing with and for Him, He will feed us in holy 
heavenly pastures. PhU, iii. 8, 9. 

III. / am come that they might have life. lb. 10. 

He died that we might live ; but not only 
80, but that we might have ' more abundant* 
life, — that we might grow daily more and 
more. Do I make progress in the Christian 
life? Do I stand still? Do I go back? I Tkess. 
iv. 1. 

ZtxU 

That believing, ye might have l^e through 
His name, S. John xz. 31. 
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iifter Trinity. Tuesday. 

CHRIST THE GOOD SHEPHERD. 

Read S. John x. 11-18. 

I. / am the Good Shepherd. lb. 11. 

His office it is to keep His sheep from the 
enemies. Threefold they are, — ^the world, the 
flesh, the devil. If I am overcome, it is not 
His doing, but my own. He will protect and 
defend me, if I seek Him. 1 Cor. x. 13. 

II. / know My sheep ; I lay down My l\fefcir the 
sheep* lb. 14, 15. 

What marks of a good shepherd ! What 
a solace for his flock ! He who knows all 
things, knows me. To Him I may resign 
myself. Bat do I love Him as He has loved 
me? Ps, czzxix. 1. 

III. My sheep hear My voice^ 1 know them, and 
they follow Me, lb. 27. 

And these are the marks of good sheep. 
Now do I bear them ? Do I hearken to His 
voice contradicting my evil will 7 Do 1 fol- 
low Him thankfully unto sorrow and sadness ? 
Job xiii. 15 ; S, Matt. z. 16. 

Ztxt. 

He shall feed His flock like a shepherd. 

He shall gather the lambs toith His arm; 
and cany them in His bosom ; and shaU gently 
lead tftose that are with young. Is. xl. 11. 



Read S. Jotin iv^l -B. 

I. I am the true Vine. lb. 1. 

In Him we live, move, and have on 
He !■ our head, oar root, our stock, 
oar all. Lord, art Thoa all tbis to me 
me to abide in Thee ; for without Thi 
doDothiDgi with Thee, all thiags. C 

II. My Father it the Hutbandmm. lb. 

God the eternal, the all-seeing, th 
scient ; who purges the fruitful, casts i 
barren. So I so think of Ood 1 I 
member that Hia eye. His hand are nj 
What efHect does this work in me T j 
9, 10. 
IIL I am the PJiM, ye are the branchee. 

Are we indeed branches in Him ? 
onr support, our strength I What, 
our calling? That we ^ar much fru! 
we abide in Him. Do I thus glorify 
tber? Do I thus live in Him? Ai 
fruitful? S.Matl.s\ii.23. 

7'hoa bearett not the root, hut the r, 
If the root be koly, »o are the branehet 
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after Trinity. Thursday. 

THE MISSION OF THE SEVENTY. 

/?^ae2 S. Luke X. 1-16. 

I. The Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent 
(hem two by two before His face, lb. 

Wluther ? To the harvcfit of souls, where 
but few laboured. In this work none may be 
idle, nor walk otherwise than before His iace, 
— ^as in His presence. Do I labour for Him 
in my sphere ? Who cannot influence some 
one for good ? S. John ii. 5. 2 Kings y. 3. 

II. I send you forth as lambs among wolves. lb. 3. 

Not to pleasant pastures, but to scenes of 
trial and probation. Difficulty of some kind 
is before us all. Am I ready and willing for 
it, — resting in the hope of future glory ? 5. 
Matt. X. 16-22. 

III. He that heareth you^ heareth Me ; and he that 
despiseth you, despiseth Me. lb. 16. 

Those who are sent of God have His autho- 
rity. They are His ambassadors. We may 
not safely^ neglect them. Obedience would be 
a less trial to us if we saw in them, not man, 
but God in man, speaking. S, John xx. 21. 

Obey them that have the rule over you; . .for 
they watch for your souls. Heb. xiii. 17. 



Friday. Twentieth Week 



THE SEVENTY RETURN FROM THEIR MISSION. 

Reads, Lukex. 17-24. 

I. Even the devils are ntbjeci unto tw, through Thg 
name. lb. 

They confessed the name of the Lord, yet 
they mentioned << with joy" the subjection to 
themselves. Even in spiritual things there is 
danger in this. Self-complacency is a serioQS 
evil. Do I indulge it ? To God be all glory, 
when we overcome the evil one, in Him. P$, 
cxv. 1. 

II. / beheld ScUan as lightning faU from heaoen, 
lb. 18. 

Pride and vanity caused his fall. This was 
their warning, and is ours. No fall is more 
sudden than that which follows pride. Need 
I not beware ? Prov, xvi. 18. 

III. Rather rejoice, because ^our names are torUten 
in heaven. lb. 20. 

Many gifts are bestowed (1 Cor, iz. 27), 
even upon the reprobate, for the common 
good of all. These may, these will be lost in 
that great day. The only source of true joy 
is the hope of an inheritance in heaven. Where 
is my treasure ? Where my hopes ? Where 
my joy ? 1 Peter i. 8-6. 

Let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed 
lest he fall. 1 Cor. x. 12. 

^S»4 



after Triaxt^, Saturday. 

THE LAWYER*8 QUESTION, AND CHRIBT'S ANSWER. 

Read S. Luke x. 25-28. 

I. Mastery what shall I do to inherit eternal l\fef 
lb. 25. 

A practical qaestion, thongh asked of Christ, 
tempting Him. Not in a bare profession, bat 
in the doing of the will of God, is the way to 
life eternal. Do I ever ask such questions in 
real earnest ? S, John xiii. 17. 

II. What is written in the law 1 lb. 26. 

Here in the word of God is to be found the 
rule of a holy, heavenly life. Do I walk 
according to this ? If not, how ccui I pre* 
tend really to desire that eternal life ? Ual, 
vi. 16. 

III. Do this, and thou shall live. lb. 28. 

This, namely the love of God, in heart and 
soul, the love of my neighbour as myself, is 
this my rule ? Have I no greater love of 
myself, of vanities, of sin ? Is, i. 16, 17. 

ZtxU 

There is one Ood . . . and to lave Htm unth 
all the heart . . and to love his neighbour as 
himself, is more tluzn aU whole burnt offerings 
and sacrifices, S. Mark xli. 38. 

855 



Ctoentp^6[v!^t Suntra^ after Crtnt($. 



THE GOOD SAMARITAN. 

Read S. Luke x. 29-37. 

L A certain man went down from Jerusalem to /«- 
richo^ and fell among thieves. lb. 30. 
He left Jerusalem, the city of peace. No 
wonder that he fell into trouble ; no wonder 
that I, when I leave God for the world, M 
into the power of the evil one and my own 
evil passions. These rob me of present peace 
and future hopes, Phil. iii. 18, 19. 

II. When he [a certain Samaritan"] saw him^ he had 
compassion on him, lb. 33. 

Others passed by ; Christ the merciful and 
pood alone takes pity, binds up the contrite 
heart, gives the grace of His Holy Spirit, 
places us in His house — at his table; cares for 
us. Do I really love Him for all this, and know 
my own misery and need ? JRev. iii. 17^ 18. 

III. Go, and do thou likewise, lb. 37. 

What love He has shewn to me I am bound 
to shew to others — to lead them to Him, to 
love them for His sake, to do them <yood. 
Lord, fill me with love like Thine. 1 S.^John 
iv. 10, 11. 

Heforgiveth all thy Hn, and heaJeth all thine 
infirmities, Pg. ciii. 3. 

For thougVita on l\\e Gos^V Ivt ^Zca ^^ % «ee \}. 245 



7\ff€tUy*/irst Week after Trinity, Movdat. 

CHBIST ENTERTAINED BY MARTHA. 

Bead S. Luke x. 38-42. 

I. A certain tpoman^ named Martha^ received Him 
into her house. lb. 38. 

She teared not the Jews, who sought His 
death. But how often do I refuse Him ser- 
yice, seeking to please men rather than God ; 
fearing danger where no real danger is ! Ps, 
ix. 9 ; S. Matt. x. 28. 

II. Mary , . ,sat at Jesus^ feet and heard His word. 
lb. 39. 

She sat — ^in spiritual quiet and attention — at 
His feet ; in humility, hearing ; in readiness 
to obey. Have I these three marks of dis- 
cipleship in me? Ps. cxix. 103. 

III. Martha was cumbered about much serving. lb. 
40. 

We oflten cumber ourselves with doing more 
than we need, taking up the duties of others. 
In the Christian body all have their offices. 
Let each mind their own (1 Cor. xii.). In 
overmuch business is much distraction, little 
reflection ; yet diligence is a duty in what be- 
longs to us. S. Matt. xiii. 22. 

€txU 

Not slothful in business, fervent ia spirit, 
serving the Lord. Rom. xii. 11. 
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Tuesday. Ttventy^first Wetk 

MA&THA'S COMPLAINT OF MA&Y, AND REPROOF. 

Read ogam S. Luke x. 88-42. 

I. Lord^ doit Thou nai ears thai my sitter hath ^ft 
me to serve alone ? lb. 40. 

Why complain of her Lord? Why of her 
sister ? Did not He tread the wine-press ahme! 
Was not she under His guidance ? Do 1 com- 
plain of others ? Complain of thyself. LeaTe 
them to Him. Is, Ixiii. 5. 

II. Martha, Martha, thou art car^ui and troubled 
about many things, lb. 41. 

She was, indeed, serving the Lord ; but a 
troubled mind has no place for reflection. We 
should think beforehand, see what is right, 
then act without disturbance. S. Luke xzi?. 
87, &c. 

III. But one thing is needful, Ih. 42. 

A little will suffice — some have understood 
these words so ; very little for the body, re- 
flection for the mind. At least this latter is 
needful food for the souL Which do I count 
roost needful? For which do I strive? Is 
Christ my desire ? S. Matt. vi. 25, 26. 

ZtxU 
Be careful far notMna, .... and the peace 
of Qod which ptuseth au understanding shall 
keep your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus. Phil. iv. 6, 7. 



after Trinity* Wbdnbsday. 

CHRIST |l£BUK£8 THE HYPOCRISY OF THE PHARISEE. 

Read S. Luke xi. 37-54. 

I. ffe marvelled that he had not first washed, lb. 

38. 

The Lord of all was his g;ae8t. Surely it 
would be better to have remained certain that 
He did only what was good. Would it not 
be well to interpret favourably all the acts of 
others ? Who has revealed to me what God 
only knows — their hearts ? 1 Cor. xiii. 7. . 

II. Ye make clean the outside, lb. 39. 

In this is there no blame ; but their ^' in- 
ward part was full of ravening and wicked- 
ness." It will not do to care for the outside, 
and neglect the inward part. For which do I 
care most ? Ps, li. 6. 

III. Did not He that made that which is without, 
make that which is within also ? lb. 40. 

He is not^ then, content with outward forms, 
but esteems the inward the greater. Our best 
actions are evil unless they are from within. 
All should come of a pure heart, a good con- 
science, and faith unfeigned. 1 Itm. i. 5. 

My son, give Me thy heart. Prov. xxiii. 26. 
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Thubsdat. Twemtf'firsi Wed 



CHBI8T WOULD NOT OBCIDK THE OI8PUTS OF TWO 

BRBTHEEN. 

I. Master, speak to my brother, that he divide the 
with me. lb. 13. 



Here is the proof of a worldly mind break- 
ing charity for the sake of earthly thin^ 
They who come to Jesus, most come with 
heavenly, not earthly desires. When I pray, 
what do I think of? What do I desire ? 8. 
Matt. vi. 21. 

II. Who made Me a jw^ or a divider? Ih. 14. 

There is neither duty nor charity in med- 
dling with what is not in our vocation. Christ 
sets us the example. His object was to lead 
men to God, not to ^x them here below. So 
may 1 prove myself. 2 Tim, ii. 4. 

III. Beware of covetotuness. lb. 15. 

life consistB not in the abundance of that 
we possess. Yet how differently men think 
who esteem it the happiest state ! Why is it 
not ? Af^ thyself, Does it lead me to or from 
God? Which is the true freedom? P#.cxliT. 
15. 

0fxt 

Set your ciffectian on things above, not on 
things of the earth. Col. iii. 2. 



after Trinity. FaiDAt. 

THE &1CH MISER. 

Read S. Luke xii. 16-21. 

I. The ffround of a certain rich man brought forih 
plentifully, lb. 16. 

He had no friend to advise with^ no place 
to bestow his fruits ; full of anxiety and toil ; 
pulling down to build up ; forgetful of God, 
and thankless. See the snares of wealth ! Is 
this what I desire ? Prav, xxx. 8. 

II. Sotil, thou hast much goods laid up for mamy 
years ; take thine ease, j-c. lb. 19. 

To him the source of ruin was a chief good. 
The uncertainty of life was forgotten. He 
expected ease and happiness, yet in all was 
deceived. Do I practically act as he did? 
1 nm, vi. 10. 

III. Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required 
qfthee, lb. 20. 

Then all will be over — ^all gone ; nothing to 
go with me. Not earthly treasures ; they are 
for others — for whom I know not ! Not hea- 
venly ; for I have sought none — found none ! 
Ohy that I may yet be rich with God ! Rev, 
iii. 17. 

Blessed be ye poor, far yours is the kingdom 
of God. S. Luke vi. 20. 



Saturday. Twenty-first Week after THm. 

WAITING FOR THE COMING OF THE LORD. 

Read S. Luke xii. 35-48. (Matt xxiy. ; Mark xiil) 

I. Let your loins be girded about, lb. 

The denial of our appetites, which lead us 
to earth, and impede the soul; a watchful 
spirit — expectation of the Lord's bein^ at 
hand; — these are most needful dispositions. 
Are mine such ? Phil, iv. 5. 

II. That when He cometh and knocketh^ they may 
open taUo Him immediately* lb. 36. 

They who watch are not startled when the 
knock is heard. Their lamps are ready. They 
wait tor and rejoice at His appearing. Rev, iii. 
20 ; S, Matt, xxv. 4, 8. 

III. If (he) hcui known what howr the thief would 
come he would have watched, lb. 39. 

We must watch at all hours, for we are 
certain of none. He will come as by stealth 
(2 Pet, iii. 10). He, the Judge of all, stands 
before the door (S, Jas, v. 9.). Am I pre- 
pared for him ? 

€txt. 

If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come 
upon thee as a thief. Rev. iii. 3. 
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Ctuentg^^econti ^unlray after ^xiniUj, 



PARABLE OF THE BARREN FIG-TREE. 

Read S. Luke xiii. 6-9. 

I. He came and sought fruit thereon, and found 
none, lb. 

Qod expects truit of each of as, according 
to our several yocations. Not otherwise. 
Have I borne such froit, or only a semblance 
of it? Have I indeed sent my Lord away 
empty ? JRom, xii. 6-8. 

II. Cut ii down; why eumbereth it the ground? 
lb. 7. 

This sentence was after three years only of 
unfruitfulness. Yet with me it has been too 
much the condition of a whole life. What 
patience He has shewn ! What perverseness 
have I ! Is, v. 4, 6. 

III. Let ii alone this year cdso, lb* 8. 

Such is the continual plea of our great In- 
tercessor, and, in His name, of His people who 
love one another. " Have patience, O Grod ! 
vet a while : while a little more admonition, 
humiliation," &c. &c. Will I yield myself to 
these ? P$, cvi. 23. 

Ztxt, 

Every branch in me thai beareih not fruit 
He taketk away, S. John xv. 2. 



For thoughts on the Gospel for l\\ft ^«^ ^ %«» vi-'^'^"^ 
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Monday. Twenty 'Second Week 

THE WOMAN BOWED DOWN IS HEALED. 

Read S. Luke xiiL 10-17. 

L A woman which had a spirit ofinfirmUy eighteen 
jfean, lb. 11. 

A t37>e of those who cleave to earthly things 
{Ps, ezix. 25); or worse, whose minds are 
bent on evil ways {Ps, xvii. 11.) From meh 
a state deliver me, O God ! Prove me ! 

II. Woman^ thou art loosed Jrom thine infurmitg, 
lb. 12. 

Before we ask, He knows our wants, and 
bascompassion. Have I looked for His mercy? 
Has it not been vouchsafed even before I 
soueht it ? One touch from Him is the cure 
of dl (Is. Izv. 24). How often, alas, have I 
shrunk irom it ! 

III. The ruler qfthe spnoffogtte answered with in- 
dignaiion, because Vuit Jesus had heeded on the 
Sabbath day. lb. 14. 

Oh, the perverseness and h3npocri8y of men ! 
Under cover of regard to the Sabbath, he hid 
his envy of the glory of Christ. Do I let mv 
inward faults appear aa outward virtues? I 
am, then, but as be. The Lord pardon and 
cleanse me. 1 Pet, ii. 16. 

0ext 
He touched me, and set me upright, Dan. 

ytju 18. 




afiet Trinity. Tubsdat; 

Ml ~ -- ^^ ■ - ^ ■ -^^ 

THE UYFOCRITTCAL ADVICE OF THE PHARISEES. 

Read S. Luke xiil 31-35. 

I. Depart hencs ; for Herod will kill thee. lb, 31. 

They really desired Him to be gone, whose 
glory and praise in the eyes of men woundec 
them. Sometimes it is needful even to leavi 
a ^ood work when it stirs up the ill-will oi 
others ? If such a trial were mine^ should 1 
submit ? S. John iy. 37, 88. 

II. Tell that fox; Behold^ I cast out devils. lb 
32. 

For this, and for the healing of all sicknessei 
He came. And He persever^ in well-doing 
To follow our vocation in humility and con- 
stancy is a wise and safe path. Do I follow 
it without fear? Heb. xiii. 6. 

III. / must wiUfc to^ay and to-morroWy and tht 
day following. lb. 33. 

Whatever may happen, He must do Hii 
Father's will. What courage and constancy 
If difficulties beset me, what is my course! 
Do I shrink, or do I persevere. Heb. xii. 4, 

ZnX. 

He that shall endure to the end, the sanu 
shaU be saved. S. Matt xxiv. 18. 
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H< adberf^ '^ I« it iavfol r' and Teeemd bo 
«a«ir<r. H< fvpiies Hinneif br tfas act of 
aunnej, H« emiis and makes pocxr gmwn Hi? 
<i>wny ftivJ then healft them. TakemefiirTlcDe 
own, O Lonl! 1 Oft. x. 31, 93; £». m. 31, 
23. 

tAmagB to give an muwer to every 
hope that U in you. 1 Pet. iii. 15. 




Reads. Lukexiv. 7-lt. 
T. ICAfR Ihou art bidden (tfani/ . ,tU rM4 down in 
the highetl room. lb. 8. 

For Christ sat in the lowest, and whoso 
places himself before the meanest of his hre- 
thren, places himself before Christ (Pi. xxii. 6)- 
An<l even for our own sake, hcfora men, it is 
not well. Ptov. xxv. «, 7. 

II. But . . go and lit dmnn in the loaeat rimm. lb. 
10. 

For there shall we be nearest to our Lord. 
Would I be near Him, I must place myself 
below all, for there He placed Himself. S. 
Jolai xiii. 14, 16. 

III. Whotaetjtr exallelh himulf ihall he abated, 
and he that humbieth himaelf ihall he exalted. 
lb. 11. 

In the kingdom of God it is far different 
from what we would have iL That which is 
first with us is last with Him. That which I 
too often despise is highly exalted of Him. 
Would I be exalted with Christ, 1 must now 
be abased with Him. S.Johni. 15; ft.lxvi.2. 

In honaar preferring one another. Rom. 



Friday. Twenty-second Week 

THE PARABLE OF THE LOST SHEEP. 

Read S. Luke xv. 1-10. 
L Tfda Man receiveth sinners, lb. 2. 

Such WRS the complaint of the Pharisees. 
How opposed this spirit to the spirit of Christ! 
Which awells in me ? Where should I be, if 
He did not receive sinners? 1 Cor, iz. 22. 

II. What man qfyou having an hundred sheep^ if 
he lose one ofthem^ doth not ..go after that 7 ie. 
lb. 4. 

" All we (yea I also) like sheep have gone 
astray." But He hath sought me, borne me, 
cherished me, received me again. Acknow- 
ledge, then. His mercy and love. Seek Him 
who hath sought thee. P«. cziz. 176. 

III. Rejoice with Me ; for I have found My sheep, 
which w€u lost, lb. 6. 

Surely I ought to call together all creation, 
to rejoice with me who have been found, and 
received a new life of Him. If God indeed 
rejoices, and the holy angels with Him, let me 
seek to increase that joy by true repentance, 
following Him. Pe, Lxvi. 16. 

Srxt. 

7, even I, tvill both search my sheep and seek 
them out„ Ezek. zzxiv. 11. 



t^»^ 



after Trinity. Saturday. 



THE PRODIGAL SON. 

Read S. Luke xv. 11-16. 

I. A certain man had two tons . . . and he divided 
unto them his living* lb. 11-12. 

To each God has given their talents of na- 
ture and of grace to spend in His service. 
What has He entrusted to me ? and for what 
purpose ? Eph, iv. 7. 

II. Not many days a^ter^ the younger son gathered 
ail together y and took his journey, lb. 13. 

It is but for a short time that men refrain 
from sin ; far from their Father and their God, 
they live in sin and forgetfiilness of Him. 
How has this been with me ? What has been 
my youth? What my riper years ? P«. xxv.7. 

III. And when he had spent all^ there arose a 
mighty famine, ^c. lb. 14. 

Famine and want there is, indeed, where 
God is not. Ever trying to satisfy, never 
satisfied with the pleasures of sin. {Prov, xxx, 
15.) Oh, the misery of a life without Qod in 
the world ! The misery of ever desiring, never 
filled! From what, oh, from what have I 
fallen ! 

I7iy children have forsaken Me, amd awom 
by them that are no gods, Jer. v. 7. 



d^^ ^^ 



i 



Cloents^tl^trll dunHa^ after Crinttp. 

THE PRODIGAL REPENTING. 

Read S. Luke xv 17-20. 

I. And when he came to himself t he said^ How 
many hired servants of my father^s have bread 
enough and to spare j and I perish with hunger! 
lb. 17. 

The first step to penitence is a sense of misery 
and want. Even for those who are walking 
in the ri^ht way the first step to progress is 
a sense of deficiency. S, Matt, v. 6. 

II. / teill arise and go to my father, lb. 1 8. 

Then came the thought of home, the re- 
membrance of a father's love, the resolution 
to arise and seek him once more. Have I had 
such thoughts ? Have I acted on them ? 
Mere wishes are mostly inefiectual. I8, Ixiv. 
6-8. 

III. I am no more worthy to be called thy son, lb. 19. 

Then came the consciousness of lost pri- 
vileges, the conviction and confession of sin, 
the defilement of his state. And he arose and 
came to his father. Oh, that now I came in 
such a spirit to my Father who is in heaven. 
Jer, iii. 22. 

Thou art my Father, my God. Ps« Ixzxix. 
26. 



For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see p. 397. 



Twenty'third Week after Trinity. Monday. 

« 

THB PRODIGAL RECEIYED BY HIS FATUSB. 

Read S. Luke xv. 20-32. 

I. JThen he was yet a great way off his father saw 
Atm, and had compassion, lb. 20. 

He did not upbraid Lim with his iaults, but 
freely received and loved him. What love 
ought we to feel to Him who so loveth us! 
How anxious to strive to sin no more ! Jer. 
xxxi. 34. 

II. Bring forth the best robe . . . Bring hither the 
fatted calf. lb. 22, 23. 

The robe of justification. The Tins the seal 
of adoption, shoes to strengthen his feet in 
the rieht way. The fatted calf, type of the 
Crucified, and of the spiritual food of the altar. 
What gifts ! what love ! Zech. iii. 4, 5. 

III. Sony thou art ever with me, ^c lb. 31. 

This is the portion of the just; yet so bound- 
less is the love of God to penitents, that it is 
even envied, if it can be, by His children. 
Blame not iJiem, but seek to be filled with 
such- love thyself, and give thanks for thy 
blessed portion, O my soul. Ps. xvi. 5-11. 

Srjct. 

Rejoice loith me, for I have found my sheep 
which vxu lost, S. Luke xv. 6. 

ail 



TuBsoAT. Twenty-tkird Week 



THR UHJOR BTEWABOl. 

Read £L Luke xvL 1-12. 
h GU>€ an meeourU qf ih§ Miewardahip. lb. 2. 

To such an hour we most sll come. All 
we have is of Ghxl. We hold all {rem Him, 
not for ourselveSy bat as stewards. What have 
I receiTod ? How have I used it ? What will 
my account be? 1 Ckran* xxix. 13 ; S. Matt 
XZY. 19. 

IL WhaitkaUIdo? lb. 3. 

Well were it if we asked this important 
question in time. Oh, that I might think seri- 
ously how have I dealt with my senses, my 
understanding, my affections, my {Missions ! 
By and by it maybe too late. Rev, vi. 16, 17. 

III. The children qfthis world are in their gene- 
ration leiger thfln the tAUdren qf lighL lb. 8. 

The Lord commended not his acts, but his 
prudent forethought. — And all this contriv- 
ance for earthly gain ! Why are not my fore- 
thought, labours, watchings, care, as great for 
heavenly gain? Are they so or no? 1 Cor. 
ix.25. 

Srxt 

We must all appear before thejudgment seat 
of Christy thai every one recewe the tidngs 
aone in his body, 2 Cor. v. 10. 



after Trinity, Wbdnbsdat. 

THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS. 

Head S. Luke xvi. 19-SI. 

I. There was a certain rich man, Src. . . and a 
certain beggar named Lazartts, lb. 19, 20. 

The one fared sumptuously, the other lived 
in misery and want. Wliich state do men 
mostly prefer ? Which do I ? Wliich does 
sense desire? Is it right? Wliich leads to- 
wards heaven? Ps, xSz. 16-19. 

II. 7!^ beggar died, and was carried hg (he angels 
into Abraham* s bosom, lb. 22. 

Think of the end of this humble, despised, 
and suffering man. How light his trials in 
comparison of his joys ! Have I trial and sor- 
row ? Weigh them in this balance, l^ey will 
be light. 2 Cor, iv. 17. 

III. The rich man also died, and was buried; and 
tn heU he lifted up his eyes, lb. 22, 23. 

Here is the end of a sensual life. A short- 
lived happiness, if even that. What a state 
that followed ! If such an end follows self- 
indulgence, how can I, how do I, endeavour to 
mortify and restrain all needless desires. Job 
xxi. 13. 

ZtxU 

Blessed be ye poor, far yours is the kingdom 
of God, S. Luke vi. 20. 



Thtjrsdat. Twenty-third Week 



THE TORMENTS OF THE RICH MAN. 

Read S. Luke xvi. 23-31. 

I. He seeth Abraham afar off^ and Laxartu in his 
botom, lb. 23. 

Lazarus, whom he had despised and ne- 
elected. So changed is the order of things. 
pTow he prays for mercy and relief, but it is 
too late. What I would reap in eternity I 
must sow here. Gal, vi. 7, 8. 

II. Thou in tJiy- lifetime receivedtt thy good thingt, 
lb. 25. 

These so-called good things were only the 
desire of the eye and the flesh. With these 
he had filled himself. Lazarus had been des- 
titute of all, — a beggar, despised, full of sores. 
Oh, learn hence what to indulge, what to deny. 
2 Thess, i. 6, 7 ; Prov. xiii. 7. 

III. They have Moses and the prophets. lb. 29. 

Expect no miraculous instruction. Use the 
instructions thou hast. They are sufficient; 
hear them ; use them. Have I done so ? Rom* 
i. 19-21. 

CTrxt. 

How hardly shall a rich man enter into the 
kingdom of God! S. Matt. zix. 23. 



^14 



after Trinity, Friday. 

THE UNJUST JUDGE AND THE WIDOW. 

Read S. Luke xviii. 1-8. 

I. Men ought always to pray, and not to faint. lb. 

For all times and places are open to tempta- 
tion. Against this, prayer is the only remedy. 
Are the world, the nesn, and the devil really 
around and near me? Do I take this shield 
against them ? It is my only safety. Epk. 
VI. 11, 12, and 18. 

II. Avenge me qfmine adversary. And he would 
not for a while, lb. 3, 4. 

Yet she continued to approach and suppli- 
cate him who, though evil, was her appomted 
judge. Even our heavenly Father answers not 
for a while, that we also may continue to en- 
treat Him. Do I act on this in temptation ? 
Ps, xxviii. 1, 2, and 7. 

III. / wUl avenge her, lest by her corUinual coming 
she weary me. lb. 5. 

And God in mercy says, " Shall not God 
avenge His own elect, who crv day and night 
to Him V If I reap not this, it is a proof 
that I have not prayed to Him fervently or 
perseveringly. Pernaps I secretly desire to 
cherish my foe ? S. James iv. 2, 3. 

ZtxU 

In due season we shall reap if we faint not. 
Gal. vi. 9. 

ai5 ^ 



Saturday. Twenty-third Week after Trm, 

THB PHARISEE AND PUBLICAN. 

Head 8. Luke xyiu. 9-14. 

I. The Pharisee stood and prayed. lb. ] 1. 

An unbumbled posture of body and of 
spirit, — self-satisfied (5. Luke xvii. 10), and 
tnerefore condemning others^ and that un- 
justly, — a sure consequence. Do I condemn 
his conduct? Am I free from his spirit ? 

II. The Publican standing afar qffi lb. 13. 

He stood also ; yet here were contrition, hu- 
mility, reverence, self-condemnation, trust in 
the mercy of God. Such are conditions of 
acceptable prayer. Is my heart in such a 
condition ? Then surely shall I be heard and 
pardoned. S. Matt. viii. 8. 

III. This man went down to his house jusHfied, 
rather than the other, lb. 14. 

Such is the sentence of God. More pleas- 
ins to God is humility witb penitence than 
pnde with morality. So hateful to Him is 
pride in a creature. Abase thyself, my soul ; 
confess thy sins ; cry for mercv. So shall I 
be at peace with myself and wim God. Don. 
ix. 20. 

€txU 

The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a 
broken heart, Ps. xxxiy. 18. 



Cl»en^4ourt|^ j^unHap after Crttiits. 

THE SPISIT OF LITTLB CBILDREN THE SPIRIT OF 
THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. 

Read S. Luke xviii 15-17. (S. Matt xviii.; S. 

Mark x.) 

I. They brtmght unUt Him dUo wfania* lb. 15. 
Early knowledge of Christ is the greatest 

blessing. Was I early bronght to Him ? Bid 
I receive Thy instructions gladly, and use them 
aright? How much depends on childhood, 
who cAn say ? S Tbn, i. 6 ; Prov. xxii. 6. 

II. When His disciples saw it, (hep rebuked them. 
But Jesus called them, lb. 15, 16. 

For He loves the innocenoe of little ones* 
Then strive to lead them to Him. Have I 
children, or any little ones who love me, 
whom I may lead ? Do I lead them to Him ? 
Deut. vi. 7 ; Ps, xxxiv. 11. 

III. Of such is the kingdom qfGod. lb. 16. 

Not only of these, who by their infancy can- 
not sin, but of " such" who by ^race dio not. 
The humble, the meek, the gentie, the teach- 
able, the obedient. Am I such ? 1 Cor. xiv, 

20. 

Srxt. 

As new-born babes, desire the sincere mUk of 
the word, 1 Pet. ii. 2. 

For thoughts on the Gospel of the day, see p. 258. 

ail i 



Monday. Twenty-fourth Week 

THE RICH YOUNG MAN INQUIRING. 

Read S. Matt xix. 16-19. (lb. ib.) 

I. What good thing shall / do, that I may have 
eternal life 1 Ib. 16. 

How earnest an inquiry! Compare with 
it thy own desires for eternal life, which is 
not to be gained by profession, but by trial, 
heartily serving Grod. S. Matt, vii. 21. 

II. Keep the commandments. Ib. 17. 

Though Christ has purchased by His merits 
eternal fife, it is to be found only in the way 
He has taueht — in the belief, and love, and 
following of Him — in the keeping of His 
Father's law. 1 John ii. 4. 

III. All these things have I kept from my youth up. 
Ib. 20. 

Happy any who can with truth say so. If 
others haply can do so, how can I ? If only it 
were true from our first reception of Christ 
that we had been faithful to our profession, it 
would be well. But how far am I from such 
a state ? Ps. xxv. 7. 

Znt. 

This is love, that we walk after His earn" 
mandments. 3 John 6. 



vn^ 



after Trinity. Tubsda^^. 

HE 18 TOLD HOW TO BE PERFECT. 

Read S. Matt. xix. 20-26. (lb. ib.) 

I. Iftlwu, wilt he perfect^ go and sell that thou hast, 

and give to the poor. Ib. 21. 

It is said (<S. Mark) that Jesus " loved" 
him ; and thus He shewed His love, teachine 
him a more perfect way and a higher reward. 
Is this what I desire? Is it what I really 
follow ? 1 Cor, zii. 31, and ziii. 13. 

II. He went away sorrowful, Ib. 22. 

" When he heard that," " for he had great 
possessions." So the love of this world tore 
him away from Christ. Poverty, when we 
are called thereto, is a blessing ; and then will- 
ingly to resign riches is a positive duty. S, 
James ii. 5. 

III. A rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom 
qf heaven, Ib. 23. 

If so, a poorer lot must be among the helps 
on the way thither. Have I much ? Am I 
aware of my dangers ? Have I little ? Am 
I thankfiil for my lot (S, Luke zxiv. 26), and 
give up myself also to God ? 

Srxt. 

There is a sore evil which I have seen under 
the sun, namely, riches kept for the owners 
thereof to their hurt, Eccles. v. 13. 



LK&TINa ALL TO PM-LOIT CBBU 

Rtai a. Una. six. 37-30. (8. Mm 

I. mi AaDs/n-MtonaffimrfjWfnMrf 71b 
" Wlut BhaJl we haret" Petei 

WM to tbe reward which Chrint prai 
faithfiil one*. Do I deair« to shar 
htm t Have I renoonaed tha world, 
tha devil, self I Have I followed C 
TAm. i. 6. 

II. Fe aim ihaS at upm lieflvt Omnm. 

Ye " who hftTfl followed Me." 
ebcioe ia before ub : oontempt of tl 
with Christ ; or glory, honour, pleai 
tbe Ion of Him. Wbich do I choose 
i.4. 

III. Every one thai halh fortaken In 
th^ reemet an himdn^aid. lb 29. 

Even here, the contented enjoynn 
Ood's eifts, sad the certainty ofeti 
Why, Uien, be doubtflilf whj sad t 
down in trouble? [S. Mark «. TO.) 
that we hsTe not emptied ourselves t 

Btxt 
Whoaoever he he that formketh no 
he hath, catmot be My aue^iie. S. I 




after Trinity. Ti 

THE LABOURERS IN THE VINEYAI 

Bead S. Matt. xx. 1-16. 

I. 77^ kingdom of heaven is like unto • 
is an househoider, lb. 1. 

Into his vineyard, at various 1 
hired labourers. I am one of such, 
ever time I was called, the time thai 
is mine to use or to abuse : yet i 
Have I thought of this as I ought 
xiv. 8. 

II. When even was come, 4[^, {he saith :] 

CbH " the labourers," not the 
give them their hire. Think oftei 
solemn evening hour* It must cc 
were paid alike ; Gtod regarded mor 
vour than the length of our servio 
have my years been ? Heb, ix. 27. 

III. And when they had received t/, 
mured. lb. 11. 

This is too often the spirit of H 
have long professed a religious life, 
much of themselves, little of others 
not. Yet these may be more eari 
they. {S, Matt. vi. 7.) Do I compa 
so with others ? Phil, iL 3. 

He hath mercy en whom He will ha 
Rom. ix. 18. 



Fit I DAT. Twenty-fm 

LAKAKDB BICE. 

Read S. John xL 1-16. 

I. Hit lialerg sent (iniD [./Mtu], layii^ 
hold, ht ahom Thou loneit u tiek. It 
They go at once to the true : 

pleading neither their own nor thei 
merit! or aBection, but only Jegus's 
reminds them that this, as every t 
the glory of God. So may 1 seek 
receive His will. S. John ii. 3 ; x 

II. Mw Jemi loved Martha and her 
I^arui. lb. b. 

And how did He shew His love 
hastiDg to their request, but wo 
purpose in and by them. Such oi 
my desire. Is it so T If it is, it is 
of patience and resignation. Heb. 

III. La»anu ii dead; and I am gk 
taket that I teat not there, lb. U, IJ 
So He taught them that their see 

was for their own reel good, to . 
faith and increase obedieDce. Am 
adds, " Let us BO to him." Here 
consolation, " 1 will be with him ii 
P». xci. 15. 

Ztxt. 
No ehaatening for the preietU tee 
Joffout, but grievous; nevertheless 
ityieideth the ptaxedbie fruit of rig. 
Heb. ^ii. 11. 

aS'l 



Read S. John li. 16-82. 
I. When Jefu name he found that he had l<aa in 
the grave four dayi, lb. 17. 
Oftentimes God allows our case to be a 
very desperate one, both to stir np our in- 
dustry and to promote His glory. Work, 
then, as if thou oadat no help. Trust in Him 
as if thou hadst no strength. PhU. ii. 12, 13. 



Ah 1 But they knew not this. All was 
according to Hi a will aud for Hit glory. 



HI. The Matter i* mraw, oni ealiethfor thee. lb. 

28. 

How foithful io Martha to seek to lead her 
sister to act upon their Master's call I What 
readineas in Mary to obey 1 Weigh these two 
thiDgs, and see am I auch? 1 Stan. iii. 10. 



LAZA&US BAI8BD FBOM THE DBAO. 

Read S. John xi. 33-46. 

I. BsholdhowHelovedhkn! lb. 36. 

Well might they say so, when << Jbsus 
wbpt" wim sympathy for the monmera : 
jet how much sreater love has He shewed 
to me! His life. His blood, Himself, — all 
given for me! Do I comprehend, do I re» 
turn His love ? S, John xy. 9 ; xiv. 16. 

II. Take ye away the stone, lb. 39. 

All this was a type of our spiritnal rising 
from sin. He could with a miracle remoTS 
all obstacles; but He bids me make the eflbrt 
It may be that the soul is very foul, stiU it 
mast be laid bare. Lord, help me in Thy 
love. 2 Tim, ii. 21. 

III. Laxarus, come forth. lb. 43. 

They obeyed. Then He helped them more. 
And for my spiritual rising there must be the 
lifting up of the heart, the earnest cries of 
prayer ; and though I be tied and bonnd 
witn the chains of my sins, God will help 
roe and loose me. Horn, vii. 18-25. 

Sext 

Awake thou that slemegty and ariaejrom l&e 
dead, and Christ shall give thee light. J&pkk. 
V. 14. 

For ihofoghta on the Gospel of the day, aee p. 318 ; or in 
some yean the Qto«v^\ \% otv« Ql\\k»ce alter Epiphany. 




Tvienty-fijtk Week after Trintly. Monday. 



THE MOTHEK OF ZEUED 

Read S. Matt. xx. 20-33 (S. Msik i.). 

I. CVani that theae my lao wra mag ait, the one on 

% right hand, the other, ^e. lb. 21. 

" Ye know not what ye ask." They were 
striving for a kiogdom when Cbriet was pre- 
paring for a cross. !□ the school of humility 
they were leamiog amhition. The kingdom 
of God is not to oe found thua. How do f 
seek it? Som. xiv. 17. 

II. Are ge able to drinii of the eup, ^e. lb. 22. 
This is the way and the only way — the fol- 

lowbg of Jesu$. Is it a hard sayinc-? Christ 
has trod it before me. If I can labour for 
earthly things, surely in His strength I may 
gird myself up to follow Him ia heftrenly 
things. Pi. ex. 7, 

III. To ait on Mg right hand and on My left, it not 
Mine to give. lb. S3. 

Even Christ would not dispose, «f His own 
pleasure, of the kingdom which was prepared 
of God for those that love Him. He waa then 
living, afterwards dying, to purchase it. Now 
He prepares it for w. Am I seeking it in 
earnest! S. .^oAn »iv. 1-31. 

Seeteit thou great Ihingt for tla/ee^? teeh 



Tuesday. Twenty-fifth Week 

BUND BARTIMiEUS. 

Read S. Markx. 46-52 (S. Matt, xx., S. Luke xviii.}. 

I. Sat hy the highway side begging, lb. 46. 

A type of men blind to divine truth, sittiDg 
still in uselessness, in the highway of the world, 
not in the narrow way, seeking a miserable 
enjoyment from every passing event, and not 
in God. Am I such ? Rev, lii. 17. 

II. When he heard thai it wasJestu . . . he began 
to erg out, lb. 47. 

This is what I must do : take the first op- 
portunity, lest I have no other. Persevere, 
notwithstanding the opinions of men, in the 
warfare within. Cast off all evil habits, and 
cast thyself on Jesus. . Gen, xxxii. 26. 

III. Jesus ansraered, . . . What wilt thou that I 
should do unto thee ? lb. 51. 

Oh, the goodness of God, who desires to sup- 

6v our need ! Would that I might answer 
mi with St. Paul, ''Lord, what wouldst 
Thou have me to do t" At least teach me to 
know Thy will. P«. cxliii. 8. 

Looky ye blind, that ye may see. Is. xlii. 
18. 



^!^ 



after Trinity, Weditmdat. 

ZACCH2BD8 DESIRSS TO SEE CHRIST. 

Read S. Luke xix. 1-4. 

I. ffe saugJU to see Jesus who He toas. lb. 2. 

A rich man moved of the Spirit of God to 
seek heavenly things. He not only desired, 
but sought. Have I a sufficiencv of earthly 
possessions? Still let me above all seek Him. 
S. Matt. xix. 26. 

II. He could not for the press, because he was little 
(^stature, lb. 3. 

Here are two impediments to the know- 
ledge of Christ. The crowd of evil in the 
world and passions within : and 2, our own 
weakness and incapacity to overcome them. 
To see this clearly is my first step. S, Matt, 
xvii. 20, 21. 

III. And he ran heforey and climbed up into a syca- 
more-tree, lb. 4. 

Here are the ways of saining that know- 
ledge and activity, engaging the mind be* 
forehand with ^ood thoughts, being there 
where Christ is kkely to be, rising above the 
world, and striving heavenward. Am I in 
these ways ? Pe, Izxrv. 18. 

Ztxt 
ThyfacCf Lard, toiU I seek, Ps. xxvii. 8. 



38r7 
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1. To-iag I mtut abide at thg hotut. lb. 6. 



Him. Would I lecure Him I most Ion 
Him. Our knowledge and actions mu 
imperfect ; but our desirea may go for 
Him. Rev. iii. 20. 

II. The hi^ nf my goodt I give la the pcor: I 
Not boftsting-, we mej believp, but to ] 

the love he had to Him who lovRtfa ti 
and justice, whose the poor aad oppr 
are. Have 1 such fruits of love ? S. 
xxiv. 29. 

III. Tim dag i> talvalion came to Ihii haiue. 
Where ruin and loss is, it is our own d' 

(Hoiea xiti. 9J Where Balvotion is, it i^ 
free gift of God. First, we muat go 
from ourselves; then, seek Him; and 
brinKme salvation, will come to us. Gi 
me, O Lord ! 

Ztxt 
If a man love Me, he trill keep My m 
and My Father rcill love Mm, and We 
come unto him, and make Otir abode urith 
S. John xiv. S3. 



after Trinitif. Friday. 

PARABLE OF THE GRAIN OF WHEAT. 

Read S. John xii. 23-26. 

I. If%t cfttf, it bringeth forth much fruit. lb. 24. 

Christ is that grain of wheat. He died for 
us, and shall see the travail of His soul »nd 
the fruit of it. But we are such grains also 
in His Church ; and we must crucify our- 
selves and die to Him. Is, xlviii. 10. 

II. He that loveth his life shall lose it, and he that 
fiateth his life in this world. lb. 25. 

" He shall keep it unto life eternal.'' Here 
are two broad ways — love and hatred of self 
and of the flesh. The choice is plain. Which 
have I chosen ? Which do I prefer ? Which 
will I follow ? Deut, xxx. 16. 

IIL Ifan/y man terve Me^ let him follow Me, Ih. 
26. 

And once more the blessed promise is, 
** Where I am, there shaU My servant be." 
But we must fallow Him, or we cannot at- 
tain this reward. Self-denial, earnestness, 
a willing service. Is this my condition ? Ram, 
ii. 6-10. 

^ext, 

God hath given to us eternal Z{/e, and this 
i^ is in Sis Son. 1 S. John v. 11. 



^"^ 



Saturday. Twenty-fifth Week after Trin, 

CHRIST TO BE EXAXTED ON THE CROSS 

Read S. John xii. 27-48. 

I. I^ if I be l\fied up from the etirth^ wUi draw aU 
men ufUo Me, lb. 32. 

His exaltation and glory were connected 
with His cross and shame. If we seek it 
through the praise of men, and boast of self, 
we are enemies of Christ, and must miss His 
reward. Let me beware. OaL vi. 14. 

II. Who is this Shn of man? Ih. 84. 

*The multitude could not understand such 
doctrines, and they acknowledged Him not. 
I do so in words ; but how are my actions ? 
Well might my Lord complain and warn me. 
S, John T. 26. 

III. Though He had done so many miracles bt^ote 
ihem, yet they believed not on Him. lb. 37. 

When the heart is hard, nothing convinces. 
When the head is convinced, still the life 
often shews that the affections are not with 
God. Even where they are, fear and shame 
keep us too often from open confession; How 
does this apply to me ? S, John v. 44. 

ZtxU 

To them that perish fooUshnesSf but vnto ue 
which are saved it is the power of God. 1 Cor. 
i. 18. 



Ctotntgsiifti) ^uuUai) after ^riiiiti). 



EACH WILL BE JUDGED ACCORDING TO HIS LIGHT. 

JRead S. John xii. 44-50. 

I. / am come a light into the world, lb. 46. 

Where all sat in the darkness of ignorance, 
of evil, of death. They that follow Christ 
alone see the true light. We too often prefer 
and choose darkness. Do I really desire and 
seek after spiritual light ? S, John iii. 19 ; 
viii. 12« 

II. He that rejecteth Me^ and receweth not My 
wordSf hath one that jiidgeth him, lb. 48. 

For that word will judge him in the last 
day. The written word ; Sie preached word ; 
the word of providence ; the word of con- 
science ; the word of inspiration. Do I at- 
tend to these ? These will be my judges. 
Rev, XX, 12. 

III. / Itave not spoken of Myself, lb. 49. 

Oh, that I could say so — that what God had 
commanded me, that I had spoken, that I had 
done. No impulse — no passion — no selfish* 
ness. Who can say this for himself? At least 
not I, O Lord. S. Matt. x. 19, 20. 

Znt, 
AH things that are reproved are made fnanl- 
feet by the Ught, Eph. v. 13. 

The Gospel for this Sunday is either that for one of those 
after Epiphany, or that for the twenty-fifth after Tcinit<{. 



1 

is 




'■'•« Lord "^'^^on iut l. ''•">• 

occasion °'®' ^bo h, °''"' auci i ^'""lOess 
«r. ^^ ^^ sifts .' !?!^°n after 

th^^ ^* bear ¥i^ . ^^ * ' 



after Trinity. Tuesday. 

THE VINEYARD LET OUT TO HUSBANDMEN. 

Read S. Matt. xxi. 83-36 (S. Mark, S. Luke). 

I. A certain householder planted a vineyard. lb. 33. 

Which He did not give, but let out to hus- 
bandmen, fenced around by His laws ; having 
the winepress of His sacraments ; the guar- 
dianship of His angels. This is my soul, and 
He looks for fruit from it. Deut. x. 12, 13. 

II. He sent his servants to the husbandmen, ^c. 
lb 34. 

So He has to me — His word, His sacra- 
ments, His ministers, His inspirations. He 
calls for the fruits due to Him. Where are 
they ? Have I, like them, abused His messen- 
gers, neglected His grace, refused to render 
Him His due? Eph. iv. 11, 12. 

III. Again he sent other servants, lb. 36. 

Yes, twice and thrice; and though their 
fellows were beaten and killed, they went forth 
at His bidding. A pattern of obedience to 
me. Do I go forth, come what may, to do 
His holy wiU ? Gal i. 15, 16. 

TTiey have made my pleasant pnrtum a deso- 
late wUdemess. Jer. xii. 10. 



Wbdnbsdat. Twenty-sixth Week 

THE ONLY SON SLAIN BY THE HUSBANDMEN. 

Read ib. 37-46 (ib.). 

I. Last of all he sent unto them his son. Ib. 37. 

This He hoped would secure reverence. In 
us warmth of affection ; a spirit of selt^enial ; 
deep humility. But has it produced this in 
me ? Do I esteem His mercv ? Ps, cvi. 42- 
45. 

II. This is the heir, come, let us kill him. Ib, 38. 

How shocking:! Yet when I wilfully sin, 
I am as they. Not, indeed, one who first cru- 
cified Him, but one who casts Him forth from 
the soul. His vineyard in me. Deliver me, 
O Lord, from this. Heb. vi. 6. 

III. What willhe do unto those husbandmen ? Ib. 40. 

What else could it be but well-deserved 
ruin and destruction? Yet He has spared me, 
and placed me there, where I may learn His 
will, and, denying my own, may perform His. 
I». v. 6, 6 ; 1 Cor, ix. 27. 

ZtxX* 

See that ye refuse not Him that speaketh, 
Heb. xii. 25. . 



^i 




Read S. Matt. iijj. 1-10. 

I. Se aent forth kit lervanit la cali Ihem that leirt 
bidden . . and they acnild not eome. lb. 3. 
The union of the divine and haman natures 
was in Cbri»t. To the feast of this His Gospel 
ve are bidden. In numberless ways are we 
called ; but in how many ways we ihew ne- 
glect of His invitation ! Ii, It. 1. 



They began by neglect, then made light 
of His messengers, then ill-treated, then slew 
them. So they went from worse to worse ; 
and then came vengeance, for God will not 
be despised. Beb. e. 29. 

III. Go t/e Iher^fbre into the hiphteagi, and tu many 
at ye thallfind, bid. lb. 9. 

From the highways were gathered in many, 
both bad and good. Nominally they came in 
at the sound oTthe Gospel. T>id tbey really? 
and do I ? This gathering may be the last 
Dettf. xsxii. 20. 

€txt. 

BUtted are they which are called to the mar- 
Tiage-supper cftbe Lamb. Her. six. 9. 



Friday. Twenty'Sixth Week 

TUB GUEST WITHOUT ▲ WEODING-QARMEKT. 

Read ib. ll-U. 

I. He saw there a man which had not o» a wed- 
ding-garment. Ib. II. 

The life of faith, and acts conformable to 
it: these were wanting. There was an ap- 
pearance of religion, but no reality. He was 
among the guests, but not of them. Am I any 
better? 1 Pe*. iii. 3, 4. 

II. Bind him hand and foot^ and take him awaiif, 
Ib. 13. 

God cannot abide a hypocritioal profession ; 
and we cannot be hid from Him. He sees, 
and sees through all. Do I conceal the real 
truth from men ? I cannot from God. 1 Ccr, 
It. o. 

III. Many are called^ but few are ehoeen, Ib. 14. 

Such a truth ought to fill me with godly 
fear. The call is of Gt>d's free grace. But 
being called, it is my part to live according to 
His good will. 2 Pet. i. 10, 11. 

ffext. 

Put on the new man, which after Ood is 
created in righteousness and true holiness, 
Eph. iv. 24. 



^^ 



after Trinity, Saturday. 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO OSBAR. 

Read S. Matt, xxil 15-22 (S. Mark, S. Luke). 

I. Thou regardest not the person of men, lb. 16. 

What greater praise could they have given 
Him ? Himself the Truth, teaching the way 
of truth, not caring for man. Is such my 
character? Is such my conduct? S, Jas* 
i.22. 

II. Is it lawful to give tribute unto Casar, or noti 
lb. 17. 

A hypocritical question, and yet an im- 
portan t one. Whose i mage was on uiat money ? 
To whom, then, did it belong? In whose 
image was I made? Whose, then, am I? 
Oal iv. 19. 

III. Render therefore unto C<Bsar the things which 
are Casar^s ; and unto God the things that are 
God's, lb. 21. 

Render, then, to all their due. To man 
for God's sake. To God for His own. Are 
my body, soul, senses, talents, His? Am I 
His by creation, redemption, preservation, 
voc*ation? Render, then, thyselt unto Him. 
Horn, vi. 18. 

^ext. 

Render to all their dues. Honour all. Love 
the brotherhood. Fear God, Sfc, Rom. xiii. 7 ; 
1 Pet. ii. 

397 



THE GBEAT COHHANDMBNT. 
Ittnd S. MnH. xiii. 3i-40 (S. Mark xii., 

I. TAph shall lore the Lord thy O'od i 
/itarl, and with all thy umi. lb. 37 

This ia the first and greatest comi 
The fint, for every thing muat beg 
th« greateal, for aU must end the 
I never acted otherwise 1 never pre 
thing to God? Yet His love to us 
all. Som. viii. 35, 39. 

II. Thottihallloveihgneighiouriu thyn 

This is only second to the firat am 
The rule is very simple ; all love 1 
and desire their own good. Do not 
such should be my aflection, my 
my neighbour. And who is my n 
Oal. vi. 10. 

III. On theie tao tnmrmandmenU lump 
aaJ the pntpheU. lb. 40. 

Here, then, is a motive and enco( 
to lalleD man. How can he fiillil 
By love 1 Would I fu1£l it, let m( 
my thoughts and words and actio 
towards the exercise of love. Som. 

JViym abidetk faith, hope, e/iar 
three ; but the greatut of time it 



Tamty-setienlh Week a/ttr TtU. Momdat. 



Read S. Uatt. iiiii. 1-39 (S. Mark xi 



For the; sit in Moees' seat. It is not the 
man, but the office and the authority. We 
do right to obey those Bet o<rer aa, though 
evil men. We moet not imitate them, leaat 
of h]1 where they say and do not. 8. Matt, 
vii. 21. 

II. Their works Iheg do/or la be teen nf men. lb.5. 
The eervaDt of God must try to please Him, 

not his fellow -creatures. If he will do other- 
triee, he will have his reward ; both cannot be 
truly seiTed, Oal. i. 10. 

III. Fe are like tmio tehited lepulehrei- lb, 27. 

One sin always follows another. Here is 
hypocrisy ; and there is no greater folly. I 
cannot deceive God. By ilim I must be 
judged. Heb. iv. 12. 

€txt 
Verify I toy unto jou, They hare their re- 



TuRBDAT. Twenty -seventh Week 

TUB DESOLATION FOBETOLO 

Read S. Matt. xxi?. 1-28 (S. Mark, S. Luke). 

I. When ye thai! see the abofftinaiion of desolaium, 
. . . stand in the holp phce. lb. 15. 

I am that temple of God, and must see tbe 
hour of desolation — the enemy— death. Now 
one of Israel by vocation, I need flee to the 
rock, which is Christ. Am I risen in Him ? 
let me not go down to earthly things. Am 
I planted in His yineyard ? I must no longer 
care for the garment of the old conversation. 
1 Cor. vi. 1 ; John ix. 4. 

II. Woe unto them that are with child . . . t» thote 
days. lb. 19. 

Woe to those who have conceived good 
desires, but brought nothing forth ; on whom 
death shall come, chilled and cold in the ser- 
vice of God, or in holiday-making and idle- 
ness. S. Luke xxi. 34. 

III. Then shall be great tribulation. lb. 21. 

At that awful hour all will be seen in a dif- 
ferent light. Burdens now shaken off from 
the conscience will have double weight. Take 
heed, then, now, while there is time. Rev. vi. 
12-17. 

The Lord grant unto [t/«] that we may find 
mercy of the Lord in that day. 2 Tim. i. 18. 

4^ 




afut THnt/jr. 



Read S, Matt. iiiv. 43-Bl {S. Mark, S. Luke). 



Common prudence should teach us to be 
prepared for what must come, we know not 
when. If He were now at hand, how should 
I be found? S. Luke xviii. B. 
II. Bleaed i> that lervanl tuAani Au lord ahen he 

oomert thaUfind to doing [fBahhing). lb. 46. 

Tbe blessed promisea of God aro a still 
further encouragement to watch. Is it not 
HO, that when 1 have watched I have been 
it thia in itself 



lb. 4 






My Lord delayeih Hit eormng. 
When once we reckon on our Lord's delay, 
we are in great peril ; still worse, when we 
act as if He would certainly delay. Have I 
or no put aside the thought of His coming? 
Hbtc I looked for it 7 2 i'rf. iii. 3, 4. 

ZttU 



Thursday. Twenty-seventh Week 



THE TEN VIRGINS. 

Read S. Matt. xxv. 1-13. 

I. Five of them were wisey and Jive were foolith, 

lb. 2. 

Yet all were virgins — all had lamps — all 
went out to meet their Lord. But the pro- 
fession of some was barren. They had not 
the oil of divine love. 8. James ii. 17. 

II. At midnight there ivcu a ory made, BehM the 
bridegroom cometh, lb. 6. 

And they who had been careless thought 
the wise could help them. But in that hour 
each must answer for himself; and the foolish 
were too late. When He cometh we know 
not. Ps, xlix. 7 ; Prov. i. 28. 

III. Theg thai were ready went in with him to the 
marriage. lb. 10. 

Watchfulness — preparedness — waiting for 
the Lord : these are safe tempers and dispo- 
sitions. But if we neglect the day of sal- 
vation, that great day must come ufion us 
uuai«u*e8. I^rd, spare me ! 2 Cor. vi. 5L 

The niyht cometh, when no man can work, 
S. John ix. 4. 



\V)a 



after Trinity, Feiday, 

THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS. 

Read S. Matt. xxt. 14-30 (S. Luke six.). 

I. Unto one he gave five talents^ to anoiffher ttoOf and 
to another one. lb. 15. 

To all according to their abijity, that all 
may serve God therewith, and bring glory to 
Him. (S. Luke xix. 13.) They are for His 
service, not for our pleasure and waste. Have 
I thought how many He has bestowed on me, 
and for what purpose ? 1 Pet ii. 6^ 9. 

II. Jfter a long time the lord of those servants 
eometh, lb. 19. 

And now is their time of reckoning. They 
who served Him faithfully are bidden to bie 
partakers of His joy ; not because they had 
many talents, but because they had used 
aright what He gave. 2 Cor» vi. 1. 

HI. / was afraid^ and werU cmd hid ihy talent in 
the earth, lb. 25. 

This slothful servant had not lost, but he 
had not used the one grace given to him ; and 
yet he was condemned. How many have I 
not only^ left unused, but abused and lost? 
Prov, XIX. 16. 

.^ext. 

Neglect not the gift that is in thee. 1 Tim. 
iv. 14. 

4(S^ 



Satubdat. 27/A Week after Trinity. 

THE LAST JUDGMENT. 

Read S. Matt. xxt. 31-46. 

I. Then shali He tit upon the throne of Hie olory, 

lb. 31. 

He the jadge of all, before whom all shall 
tben be gathered. The sheep, they who beard 
and followed Him, on one side, full of joy; 
the goats, followers of tbeir own lusts, on the 
other. Where, Lord, shall I be, if Thou dost 
not help me now, and spare me then ? Mev, 
1.7. 

II. Come, ye blested qfMy Father. lb. 34. 
First, the voice of mercy, more ready to 

save than to condemn. Would I hear this ad- 
dressed to me ? Seek Him, follow Him, serve 
Him now. In humility, in love, in tender^ 
ness to His poor and amicted ones, as unto 
Him(ver.40). Do I? Time is short! JEkxles. 
ix. 10; xi. 1. 

III. Depart from Me, ye cursed, lb. 41. 

Who can abide these awful words ? Banish- 
ment from Him for ever ! Who must abide 
it ? They who have not done what He bade ; 
who cared not for Him or for His ; who be- 
lieved not. They have cast themselves out. 
Yet, Lord, still will I hope in Thee. Cast 
me not away, O Lord. Has, ziii. 9. 

ZtxU 
Lord, remember me when Thou earnest (in) 
Thy kingdom, S. Luke xxiii. ^2. 



The following 

€|aractns anU ZitU% of Cfirfot* 

in contrast ufitk our oum, are abbreviated from the 
game work. They were originally intended for a 
month's neditaiion before the holy Communion. Other 
titles of Christ f mentioned in His own discourses, are 
to be found in their places, as, the " Way/' the 
" Door," the " Good Shepherd," the " Vine." 
Pp. 349-352, &c. 

(1) 
Christ, The King of hings^ and Lord of 
lords (1 Tim. i. 17; Rev. xix. 16). "We His poor 
debtors, having nothing to pay (S, Matt, xviii. 24), 
crying for mercy {ib. 26). He vet loving ui anid 
giving Himself for us (GaJ. ii. 20). 

Thou art my King, O Ood; send help unto 
Jacob. Ps. xliv. 5. 



(2) 
Christ, Our Lord, laying His light yoke 
upon us {Matt. xi. 29). We His rebellious ser- 
vants {Jer. ii. 19,20), bought of Him (1 Cor. vi. 20), 
called to live wholly to Him {R<ym. xiv. 7, 8), for 
His love to us {Hos. xi. 4). 

This is His name whereby He shaU be caUed, 
The Lord our Righteousness. Jer. xxiii. 6. 



(8) 

Christ, Our Master, teaching us {Is. xlviii. 
17). We, like Mary, sitting at His feet {S. Luke x. 
39), yet too careless of His words {S. Matt. xiii. 19), 
He, in mercy, waiting till we hear {Is. xxx. 18-21). 

He wiU teach us of His ways, and we wUl 
walk in His paths. Is. ii. 3. 

4J(^ 



CBAKACTB&8 AND 



w 

Christ, Our Friend, evertaithfiil and true, 
the fHend of annen {Matt, xi 19). We betnmng 
and deierting Him, preferring the company of the 
ungodly (& John I 11 ; iii. 19). He stUl fiuthftal 
to us (2 Tim, ii. 13 ; Bev, I 5). 

There is a friend that sticheth closer than a 
brother, Prov. xviii. 24. 



(5) 

Christ, Our Brother, not ashamed to call 
ut brethren (Heb. ii. 11, 12), We, as it were, 
guilty of a brother's blood {Gen. xlii 21). He 
gone before, not to condemn, but to save and keep 
us alive (Gen. xlv. v.). 

He is our brother and ourjlesh. Gen. xzxvii. 
27. 

(6) 

Christ, Our Father, who begat and called 
us sous {Is. ix. 6 ; 2 Cor, i. 3). We as prodigal 
sons i^Luie xv.) Deserting him, yet longing to re- 
turn {ib, 17). He receiving us again, adorning, re- 
freshing us (ib, 20). 

Father, 1 have sinned against heaven and 
before Thee. S. Luke zv. 18. 



(7) 
Christ, Spouse of our Souls, who betrothed 

us homeless (Hos, ii. 19, 20). We naked and 

poor (JSzek. xvi. 5), and now faithless (Jer. iii. 1). 

He still seeing us His own (Ejtek. ix. 4). 

He hath covered me with the robe qfrjahie" 
oasnesB^ as a bridegroom decheth htnueffi Is. 
Ixi. 10. 

4^ 




Cubist, The Sun of Biffhtamsneti (Mai. 
iv, 2), who is the true light (S. JoAa i. 9), We as 
the blind ihbii, or as one ia darkness, longiDg toi 
l^bt (5. Luke xviii. 41 ; Is. 1. 10). He rising to 
giie light and glory to all (/>. Ix. 1). 

The Lord mg God skaU make my darlaies» 
to be light. Pa, gviii. 28. 

m 

Chmbt, The Food ofW<ajfara-» {S. John 
vi. G7) on their -way to Zion. We as pilgrims dp the 
n»d (ffe*. li. 13), needing strength for the jour- 
ney (1 Kittgi xix. 6). He providing food and sus- 
tenance for us {Pi. liiviii. 24 ; Joth. v. IS). 

1 am a ttranger with Thee, and a »ofotimer, 
at an my fathers were. Ps. xxxix. 12. 

- (W) 

Christ, both Ho>t and Feast {1$. xxv. e), 

ministering food to His servants (S, Luke idi. 37). 
We most unworthy, like one needing a wedding-gat- 
ment [Malt, iiil 13). He still inviting ua to par- 
take of Himself (S. John vi. 55). 

Bleised are they which are called to the 
marriage tuyper of the Lamb. Rer. xix. 9. 



CaaiBT, Bhnteifthe Otteit, bidding ua to 

receive Him (S. Luke xii. 5). Wb most ungrateful 
and csreleas {It. \. 3 ; Malt. ut. 43). He still 
waiting without, standing, knocking [Am', iii. SO). 

Come in, tht>u bleited of the Lord, vkere- 
fore itandett thou witAout ? For I have pre- 
pared the house. Gen. xxiv. 31. 
4tf] 



CHARACTERS AND 



(13) 

CiiuisT, The Beloved^ white as bread and 
ruddy as wine, the chief among ten thousand 
{Cant. T. 10-16). We vile, yet beloved of Him 
(Cant i. 7). He desiring to speak comfortably to 
us (/«. xl. 2), and teach us to mortify fleshlj affec- 
tions, and love Him {Gal. v. 24). 

/ have found Him whom my soul loveth. 
Cant. iii. 4. 

(13) 

Christ, The Heir of His Father, full of 
riches (^Ileb. i. 2). We, like the beggar Lazarus, 
full of sores (5. Luke xvi. 20). He made poor for 
our sakes (2 Cor. viii. f)), and pouring upon us needy 
ones the fUlnesa of His love {^Rev. iii. 17, 18). 

The eyes of all icait upon Thee, O Lord; 
and Thou givest them their meat in due season. 
Ps. cxlv. 15. 

(H) 

Christ, The Hidden God, veiled in human 
flesh (Is. xlv. 15 ; Heb. x. 20). We too much 
loving observation and the praise of men (Matt, 
xxiii. 5). He desiring to lead us into solitude with 
Him (Has. ii. 14), and feed us with the hidden 
manna {Rev. ii. 17). 

Make Thy face to shine upon Thy servant 
Ps. xxxi. 16. 

(15) 

Christ, The Bread of Life (John vi. 88), 
the food of angels (Ps. Ixxviii. 25). We, of whom 
it might well be said, ** It is not meet to take the 
children's bread," &c (Matt. xv. 26). He yet 
gladdening ub with heavenly food (Ps. dr.* 16). 

Lord, evermore give ii« thi* Vrwid, 8« John 

-'•. 34. ^^ 




TITLBB OP CHKIST. 

~ '- (W) 

Gbkist, T/ie Wine prepared of Witdom 
(Pren. 'a. S). We the limpU onea lacking under- 
Btanding {lb. S). He, in mercy, prepaiing thia cup 
for us, i«ady to perish {Ftoc, ixxi. S) ; and bringB 
us to Hia home {Cant. viii. 2). 

Thoa hast anointed my head vntk oil, and 
my cup ikall be full. Fs. xzliL S. 

Christ, Out Great High Priett, offering 
Himself for us, holy, harmlewi, undefiied {Heb. v. 
7;rti. 26). We fallen, yet of s chosen race (1 Pel- 
ii. 9). He bidding us offer Him as our victim, and 
ourselves as temples of Hia grace (2 Cor. vi. 16). 

/in Sigk Priest, tovehed toiih thejee&ng qf 
OUT infirmitiet. Heb. iv. 15. 

(in 
Chkist, The Man ofSojroie», wounded for 
our iniquities (/(. liii. 3^). We loving too well 
bodily comfort and ease, and shumiing His eroH 
{Phil. iii. IS, 19). He, in love, teaching us do 
longer to glory, save in His cross, but to follow 
Him (Gat vi. 14-17). 

Who thall teparate tit from the love of 
Christ ? Shall Mfmhaion 1 Rom, viii. 35. 

(19) 



2), and grow up in Him (Eph. ii. Ifi). 

Wmn mi/ father and my mother foriak* tut, 
the Lord takelh me up. Pa. xnU. 1%. 



CHARACTKR8 AND 



(JO) 

Christ, The Expected of Nations (Gen, 
xlix. 10, 26), whoie deeires are warn towaids us 
{S. Luke zzii. 15). We too slothful and cold to- 
wards Him (Prov, xiil 4; Hot, fiL 11). He draw- 
ing our souls to aspire after Him (J>. xxvi. 9). 

The desire of our soul is to Thy Name, catd 
to the remembrance of Thee, la. xxvi. 8. 



(21) 

Christ, A Furnace of Love (Cant, viii. 6), 
jealous over our souls. We too lukewarm and 
careless of His love (Rev. iii. 15, 16). He sending 
fire on earth (S, Luke zii. 49), and desiring to warm 
and melt us with His love (/«. Ixiv. 1, 2). 

Did not our heart bum within us, while He 
talked with us by the way ? S. Luke xxiv. 32. 

(22) 

Christ, The Physician of Souls, pouring 
forth His own blood for our healing (Is, liii. 12). 
We like the man fallen among thieves (S. Luke 
X. 30), or as he who waited for the troubling of the 
waters (S. John v. 5). He, as the Good Samaritan, 
binding up and healing (S. Luke x. 34). 

Lord, he whom Thou lovest is sick ; speak 
the icord only, and ( Thy) servant shall be healed, 
S. John xi. 3 ; S. Matt. viii. 8. 



(28) 

Christ, TTie Pearl of great price, for whom 
we may well part with all (S, Matt. xiii. 46). We 
like the foolish merchant trading with trifles (Ezek, 
xiii. 19), or as the filthy swine (S. Matt. vii. 6). 
He counselling us to lose all and find Him {PhtL 
iii. 7, Ac). 
TAe price of wisdom is aboDe Tu6ie«, Job 
xxviii 18. 410 



Chki&T, The Tree ofUfe, beanng frnit for 
tbe healing of Uie DSlioai (Hn. xxii. S). We 
plBDtiua oikl^ vceds in out giu^en (/'nn. xiir. 30, 
&c). He giving uB Himself, the true vine, nioking 
lu biaDches in Him (5, Jeim xv. £). 

1 lot dmnn under Hit thadmo with yreat 
delight, and HUJruit was fweet to my taate. 
CfiDt. ii. 3. 

(JS) 

Chsist, The Lord of Hoats, ftlone iib1« to 
overcome the strong man (S. Luki li. Q3). We, 
Hb piofeued goldien, j'et halting ( 1 fjn^f x viii. 31), 
tuid fighting uncertainly (1 Cor. ix. 26, 27). He 
coming, not to send peace (S. Mall. x. 34), but to 
train ub far His service (2 Tim. u. 3). 

The Lord of Hosts UwUh us. Pa. ilvi. 7. 

CttRtST, The Fountain of Life, open for 

sinners {Zech. xiii. 1). We, foolieh ones, leaving the 
true fountun for broken cirtems [Jer. ii. 13). He 
■till ofTering u> living water* (JoAniv. 13; Aftr.iiii. 
17) to moisten our dry and barren louls (ii. xUt. i). 
My soul is athintfor God. V». xlii. 2. 

_ (£7) 

Cmhibt, The Hunter for SouU, Himself 

mmnded fbr ub {Lam. iii. IS, 13). We like wild 
aneB,fiirBWaj from Him (^cu. viii. 9) . He seeking 
lu, fea, and wounding us, that He iQa; train ui for 
Himself [Hah. iii. 19 ; PhU. iii. 12). 

Fmthfulcire HtewoMtdsofaJriend. Prov. 
xxvii. 9. 



TITLES OF CHRIST. 



(28) 

Christ, Our Redeemer, who has purchased 
us with His blood (1 Pet. i. 18, 19). We in cap- 
tivity and banishment, longing to be fi^e (P«. cxxxm 
1). He coming to be our ransom (1 Tim. ii. 3-6), 
and to redeem us from all evil (Tit. ii 14). 

Thou w€ut skUn, and hast redeemed us to 
God hy Thy blood. Rev. v. 9. 



(29) 

Christ, AU that is Good, offered freely to all 
{Ejpod, xxxiii. 19 ; /*. Iv. 1). We surrounded with 
all evil, calling evil good, &c. {Ps, xl. 12; /*. v. 26.) 
He teaching us to know what is reallj good, and 
giving us of His fulness {S. John iA6; S. James i. 1 7). 

How great is His goodness, and haw greit 
is His beauty ! Zech. ix. 17. 



(30) 

Christ, T?ie Watchful Pastor ( Ps. xxiii. ; 
1 Pet. ii. 25), giving His life for the sheep {S. John 
X. 14, 15). We His foolish, wandering flock {Is. 
liii. ()), exposed to thieves {S.John x. 12). He find- 
ing and carrying us home {S. Luke xv. 5, 6), and 
feeding us with Himself {Is. xl. 11). 

I have gone astray like a sheep that is lost, 
oh, seek Thy servant, Ps. cxix. 176. 

(31) 

Christ, Our Example, pattern of all holi- 
ness {Exod. XXV. 40; 1 Pet. ii. 21 J. We, once Hu 
image, now obscured by sin {Gen. i. 27; Lam. ir. 1). 
He giving us Himself anew, that, by seeing Him, we 
may be transformed to His likeness (2 Oor. ill. 18), 
and conformed to the Divine will {Aots xiiL 22). 
Shew me Thy icai/«, O I^rd* TVocft 
TAy paths. Ps. xxv. S. 




On Ikia and the three following pagea r^erenee it 
given to tome of the Daily Thougkla vthirh may 
6e found ut^l on ipenal oi 



l&rtoti t^c ^ols Cmnmnnfon. 
The Inatitution of the Eucharist . . . 104 
The Love of Christ to ua therein . . . 213 

Altfemorial of the Pa«sion 214 

The worthy receiver 215 

The Eucharist a great feast 216 

The right disposition for receiving the 
holy Eucharist 217,218 

aitrt ffimmnanton. 
Christ known in breaking of bread . . 171 
The effect of receiving the holy Eucha- 
rist rightly 219, 220 

Christ the True Vine 352 

/b addilion to these, one or mare qf the Charactert 
and Titles of Chriil being tpeciallg inletided lo 
refer to Hit gifte to 1U in the SacranKTil of the 
LonTi Supper, mag le uted. (See pp. 405-413.) 

• The gnwril piivilegu tat ruBpoDilliiUllea of iiprtiEo 

■IMI td the AwMtiei (to, 1H. 1«); and u^n In Whfuun 
Week (pp. toi, Mt, Mfl. 
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Passion Week. 



The Daily Tktmghh rrferred to on ihu pa^e rolaie 
to the nverai entnU which took plaeo o» taeh <if 
the days. 

Snring Sols 219rriu 

Palm Sunday. 
Our Lord's Triumphal Entry into Jeru- 
salem 96-99 

Monday. 

The Buyers and Sellers in the Temple 
— ^The barren Fig-tree . . . 238,- 392 
Tuesday. 

Several Parables of our Lord 398-6, 402-4 

Wednesday. 

The Promise of Betrayal by Judas . 100 

Maunday Thursday, 
The Last Supper — The Mount of Olives 
— Gethsemane — The Betrayal — S. 
Peter, Pilate, &c. . . 101-126, 352 

Good Friday. 
The Judgment Hall —The Scourging " 
—The Cross— The Words of our Lord ' 
on the Cross — Christ crucified 1527-151 

Easter Eve. 
The Taking Down and the Sepulchre . 152 

This series f beginning with the promise of betrayal 
by Judas^ would furnish one additional su^edjbt 
every Friday througHoul tKe tfc«r. 
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Tbk Fkgtitals. 



Saint Andrew 247 

Saint Thomas 1T7-9 

Saint Stephen 99 

S. John Evangelist 1S4 

The Holy Innocents 76 

The ConTsrsion of St. Paul 860 

Th« PRESBHTATioti o( GBtuffT in tihs 
Temple, PuRiTiOATioN of the Blessed 

Vit^n Mary 68-69 

Saint Matthias (and see 199) .... 311 

Tbe Annunciation 17-19 

Saint Mark 352 

Saint Philip and S. James ..... 349 

Saint Barnabas 107 

Saint John Baptist 34, 5 

Saint Peter 323 

Saint James 3B6 

Saint Bartholomew 106 

Saint Matthew 257 

Satkt Michael and alt, Anobls . . 333 

Saint Lake 353,4 

Saint Simon and S. Jude 107 

All Saints ■ 267-271 

TheMgha cgiproprialt to Vigilt uUl be Jiiaid at 
paga 6B, 112, 113, lU, Itl, 2G6, 325, 401. 
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Special Occasions. 



During the teatofu of Advent and Lent, or on Wed- 
neiday and Friday, or at other seasons of more 
than ustuU retirement, some of the subjects re- 
ferred to below might be found useful for con- 
sideration, (Those * at the beginning of Janu- 
ary, and at the end of Epiphany and Trinity, 
would, in many years, be othemnse missed al- 
together,) 

The Attributes of God 221-228 

Creation and End of Man .... 2-5 

The two Masters— The Narrow Way 284-288 
♦Call and Obedience of the Wise Men 41-47 
♦Loss of Jesus by His Parents, His 

Childhood and Youth 79-89 

The Beatitudes 267-271 

Prayer . . . 107, 113-15, 188, 266, 376 

The Lord's Prayer 278-281 

The Temptation of Christ .... 280, 231 
The Lost Sheep— The Prodigal . . 368-871 
Parables and Discourses relating to 

Christ Himself 349-352, 405 

♦The Coming of Christ .... 401-408 

Death 873 

♦Judgment 391, 404 

Hell 374 

Heaven .... 153,194-197,373,380 
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